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T HE Author of the following 
Sheets; has been a Partaker/ of the 
general Benefit, and a Witneſs of 
the beautiful Order ariſing, from 
this prudent Cire; as bemg d Nas 


tive br this great Metropolks, and 


a Memher of the Com unity for 
many Vears, in the © ate of 


an Inferiour Clergywan ; And, be- 


15 ing well appriz d © of "The Temp er 


and good 1 of Y 01 U, 
the — Gentlemen, that are 


em ployed at Preſent in ' that high 


Fruſt, he thinks he has a aku 
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thing 
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PREFACE. 


HE Subject of the — 
Sheets, I preſume, cannot be 
denied to be very uſeful, the 
main End of it being to in- 
to ſpiritual Purpoſes, and 
to teach Priſoners how to behave them- 
ſelves under thoſe Afflictions which are 
but for a Moment; ſo as to male them 
inſtrumental towards the Attainment of 
an eternal Weight of Glory. They that 
have the Enjoyment of their Liberty, 
have not ſo great Need of ſuch Diretti- 
ons as theſe Men have : Their Loberty 
which is 4 great Advantage in itſelf, 
carries with it alſo many Advantages 
| or 
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ritual T hings ; 
they have the Hrerdom of Acceſs to their 
7 Guides: the Choice learned 

en, with whom they may, if they pleaſe, 
diſcourſe in the Affairs and Concerns of 
I, and which is an Advantage 


ing, as often as they, pleaſes, the public 
Congregations, 2 they have the Of- 


che of Reb 14 dae, be 2 only 


e 


reat- 25 7 . Dar; 
— as theſe 2 want 
= to Priſoners under their Ae 
for in 3 Parts of this Nation there 
are no conſtant Miniſters allotted to thoſe 
Places, and though the Care of the Ma- 
giſt 40 of this City hath sf ber- 
ter Here ning to every Priſon under 
their Inſp on, a particnlar Miniſter, 
yet. impollible it is, that any one Man 
foould divide himſelf to attend to all the 
ſeveral" Exrgencies | of every Priſoner, 
aud therefore it is very neceſſary, that 
ſhould be provided with ſuch a 
Counſellor, whom they may | adviſe 2 | 
fo. 
oh A, they may read whenſoever. they 
willy, Now: although this: Subject may 
ell be aged wad 2 {apes the: 


& 5 . 
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_ TOBREFACK. 
Grounds now mentioned, yet I find n 
that have treated upon the'whole' Matter 
eg by me, more eſpecially "as 0 
the Prayers and Ejaculatzons, <yhich I 
was obliged to collet# from ſeveral Books 
of Devotions, where I every: now aud 
then met with a. ſuitable Prayer, and. 
therefore thought it would be more you 
viceable to theſe unhappy.'Pedple to have 
them placed together \1n'. one View, and | 
ſo by. a different Method," providing for | 
guide them in thoſe Duties which' are | 

| 
| 


proper for their preſent Condition. 
NOR haue I only provided for. the 
Conſolation of theſe miſerable” 


Dutirs, but 3 "IS 30 
{cvere, and have (bhujew rather lo auger” _ - | 
the Sore than rin it over; where I bh + © 
; rue Corrojroes in be more proper r. 
the Patiems than Applications of a 
HIS in general is ſuſſicient i %% 
ſaid concerning the Deſign of « this U Z 
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tiſe; the particular Method ſhall be this. 
1. 70 diſcourſe concerning the Duties 
of thoſe that are Priſoners for Debt. 
Adly, TO proceed to thoſe that are 
Male factors in a lower Rank, whoſe 
Ponalty is ſome public Diſgrace or cor- 
poral Puniſhment, or any Infliction un- 
der that of Death. 
3dly, I ſball endeavour to offer ſome- 
thing ſuitable to the Condition of thoſe 
who are atually under the Sentence of 
Death, and are under the conſtant Ex- 
pełi ation of the ſpeedy Execution of it F 
upon t hemſelves. 


IN the preſent Compoſure, no ſmall 
Pains — ors 2 the Lal, 
as generally uſeful as can be well ex- 
peited in a Work of this Nature; but 
as the beſt Performances have Imperfec- P 
tions, ſo this (to be ſure) is not with» _ 
out them. However, tit hoped, there IE 
are none ſo great, but what a Chriſtian 
may overlook, for the Sake of that Good 
which is intended by it, _ . 
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T H E | 
Priſoner's Director, Sc. 
C. HAP 


Directions ſuitable to thoſe who are' 
Priſoners for Debt. 


1 


e EB TO RS, according to the 
868 8 Cauſes of their Troubles may 
be ranked into two Sorts. 
“Firſt, Thoſe, a more innocent 

Sort of Debtors, who haye 
not drawn their Miſeries upon themſelves, 
but have fallen into them by the 1eyers 
Providence of God towards them, whether 
in Lofles at Sca, or the Failing of their 
Chapmen, whoſe Ruin haftens heiß Ao, 
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(2) 
Tradeſmen, than Divines : 2dly, Thoſe, 
who fallen into Want by Luxury, or Riot, 


Extravagancy, or IIl- husbandry, and en- 
dea voured to get rid of it by Knavety 
and Fraud, and unjuſt Compoſitions, rather 
chooſing to tire out the ir Creditors by de- 
laying Arts, and a ſecming Patience, un- 
der their Confinement, than to diſcharge 
themſclves of their Debts, by more honeſt 
and righteous Ways: And as the Caſes of 
theſe two are different, ſo the Directions 
for them muſt be different likewiſe. To 
the former of theſe my Directions ſhall be: 
1ft. To own and acknowledge the Juſtice 
of God's Providence towards them, al- 
though as yet they cannot tell the par- 
ticular Reaſons of it: To Men under theſe 
Circumſtances, Job may be a very ſuita- 
ble Pattern, who, under greater Loſſes 
than moſt Men uſually ſuffer, yet patient- 
ly ſaid, The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away, Bleſſed be the Name of 
the Lord, Job. i. 21. And as poop for 
them may be the Example of old Eli, 
Who, upon the Receipt of very unwel- 
come News, very piouſly ſaid, It is thee 
Tord, let Him do what ſeemeth him good. 
r Sam. iii. 18. And to theſe, they may 


ſabjoin a Pattern, far greater than either of 


theſe, that of our Lord and Sayiour Jeſus 
T 


Pre A 
rann 
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(3) 
Chriſt, who, after He had prayed for the 
Removal of that bitter Cup, yet quietly - 
ſubmitted to the Pleaſure of God in it, 
with that pious Ejaculation, Not my Mill, 
but thine J done, St. Luke. xxii. 42. Too 
uſual it is for Men to fret at ſecond Cau- 
ſes, and to murmur at thoſe, who are 
but as Inſtruments in God's Hand; but 
they that feek for the Ground of their 
Troubles no higher than this, ſeek tod 
low, for there is a Providence above, that 
ordereth all, a Wiſdom above, that di- 
rects all, and a Hand, generally unobſerv- 
ed by moſt Men, that guides all Things 
for the good of thoſe who love and fear 
Him ; and it js our Spiritual Prudence to 
look above theſe lower Cauſes, and ob- 
lerve that bigher ; thus did Joſeph, 
who gratefully acknowledgeth the Provi- 
dence of God, in the Severity of his 
Brethren, and their Unkindneſs towards 
him : As fer you, faith he, you thought 
| Evil againſt me, but God meant it for 
| (ood. Gen, l. 20. Thus did David, 
| when Shimei curſed him; Abiſbai flyeth 
out in Revenge againſt the Inſtrument, 
but David diſcerns the Hand of God in it, 
Let him alone, let him curſe, for the 
Lord hath bidden him. 2, Sam. xvi, 11. 
And, if Priſoners for Debt, defign ſor 
| B 2 themſelves 


| 
| 
| 


(4) 

themſelves any Chriſtian Advantage by 
their Afflictions, here they ought to be- 
gin the Courſe of their Spiritual Improve- 
ments, in diſcerning the all-diſpoſing Pro- 
vidence, in his juſt Permiſſion, and wiſe 
ordering of them for the Good of thoſe 
who are exerciſed thereby. 

SECONDLY, When Debtors have 
diſcerned the Hand of God in their Afflic- 
tions, it is their Duty to exerciſe that Pa- 
tience which, becomes Creatures under 
their Corrections from a gracious Creator: 
It muſt be confeſſed, that it is very natu- 
ral for Men, the more to repine at their 
Sufferings, by how much they think 
themſelves the leſs deſerving of them. 
What we deſerve, we think we ought 
13 to ſuffer; but it adds to the Fret- 
fulneſs of our Spirits, when we conſider, 
that Men leſs righteous than ourſelves, are 
yet more proſperous than we are; this 
was that which troubled Feremiah more 
than any of the Evils which he under- 
went, becanſe he ſaw the Way of the 
Wicked to proſper, and them to be happy 
who dealt treacherouſly. Jeram. xii. 1. 

THIS much troubled the Mind of 
Habbacuck, that God ſeemed to connive 
at the Wickedneſs of Mankind, and to 


hold his Tongue, when the Wicked de- 
| 1 voured 


SS 


doured the Man that was more Righteous 
than he. Hab. i. 13. This troubled 706, 
who was the Scorn of them that were at 
Eaſe : And David, that the Wicked pre- 
vailed againſt him. But when good Men 
ſuffer under the Preſſures of Impriſon- 
ment, or ſuch-like Afflictions, they may 
allay the Diſquietneſs of their Spirits by 
ſuch Conſiderations as theſe. | 
FIRST, That that Inequality which 
ſeems to be in the Diſpenſations of God 
towards good and bad Men, is only con- 
fined to this World, but that all Things 
will be ſet right in the Retributions of 
another. Righteous Lazarus in this Lite, 
may be brought to thoſe Streights as to 
want a Piece of Bread, but little Reaſon 
hath he to fret upon that Account at his 
own Condition, or envy at that of Dives, 
ſeeing the Time is coming, when he ſhall 
be comforted, the other tormented. St. 
Luke, xvi. 25. Judgment inaced doth be- 
gin at the Houſe of God; but that Judg- 
ment is mixed with Mercy, but deſpe- 
rate will the End of thoſe be. that obey 
not the Goſpel. 1 St. Peter. iv. 17. All 
the Evil Things that good Men receive, 
they receive in this Life, and when this 
Life ends, they are at an end of their 


Troubles, and Happineſs commenceth that 
| "9 | ſhall 


£6} 


ſhall neyer end: And all the good Things 


which the wicked Men receive, they re- 
ceive only in this World, and hereaſter 
they ſhall give a very dreadful Account, 
for all thoſe Mercies that they have a» 
buſed here; and therefore very little Rea- 
ſon have they that are righteous to mur- 
mur at thoſe Afflictions which ſhall fo 
ſoon end, or to envy the wicked thoſe 
Mercies, for which they muſt give ſo ſad 
a Reckoning. 

SECONDLY, When good Men 
ſuffer under that Imprifonment, which is 
the Reſult rather of their Misfortunes, 
than their Crimes, they have little Rea- 
lon to complain, as if they ſuffered more 
than they did deſerve, for how Innocent 
loeyer we may be before Men, there is 
no Man but is guilty before God. He 
that puniſheth a Man of upright Inten- 
tions, and juſt Purpoſes, merely becauſe he 
cannot pay the Debt which he hath con- 
tracted, and which he deſires, if he could, 
to fatisfy, is cruel and unmerciful, and as 
he hath ſhew Judgment without Mercy, 
ſo there is a Time coming, wherein he 
ſhall want the Mercy himſelf which he 
denied to others, and as he hath ſperon 10 
Mercy to others, ſo in this Caſe allo, Mer- 
cy ſhall rejoice àgainſt *** St. 
| 1 | an. 


(7) 
Jam. ii. 13. But whatſoever may be ſaid 
of the Proſecutor, God is not unjuſt, to 
puniſh thoſe that are Sinners againſt him, 
by the Hands of thoſe that are more 
ſinful than themſel ves, nay, very frequent 
it is, for God to corre& the Sins of thoſe 
that belong to him, by the Hands of 
thoſe that are more unrighteous than they: 
Thus the Sins of Iſrael are puniſhed by 
the Chaldeans, of David by Saul, of 
Joſeph by his wicked Brethren, and in 
theſe Cafes, they that affli& ſhall bear 
their Sin, becauſe they have uſed Severity 
to thoſe that have not deſerved it at their 
Hands ; but thoſe that are afflicted have 
no Reaſon to Repine at the Juſtice of 
God, as if he were unrighteous, to make 
uſe of wicked Men as his Rod, and his 
Scourge, and the Inſtruments of his Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt them for their particular 
Tranſgreſſions committed againſt Him. 
THIRDLY, Another Conſideration 
to allay the Impatience of ſuch Men's 
Spirits, may be this, that thoſe very 
Miſeries which they groan under, are ſent 
by God with Deſigns of Love and Merey, 
the Afflictions of their Bodies are ſent as 
Phyſic to their Souls; and —— Soffer- 
ings of one, as Improvements of the other: 
To this Import, are thoſe many Aſſertiens 
in 
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in Scripture, That all Things .2vork to- 
gether for Good to them that love God. 
Rom. viii. 28. That our light Afflictions 
which are but for a Moment, work 

or us a far more exceeaing and eternal 
Weight of Glory. 2. Cor. iv. 7, And while 
our outward Man periſbeth, our inward 
Man is renewed Day by Day, ver. 16. of 


the ſame Chapter. And therefore it would 


be ſpiritual Prudence to convert our Mur- 
murings into ſpiritual Cautions and holy 
Diligence, how we may improve all 


our Sufferings to ſo great and to ſo ſpirit- 
ual Purpoſes, which if we ſhould do, we 


mall have no Reaſon to giieve that we 
have ſuffered ſo much, but much Reaſon 
to rejoice, that theſe our Sufferings have 
proved unto us ſo happy an Opportunity 
of enhancing our Crown of. Glory. 

_. THIRDLY, A third Duty which I 
Mall. direct ſuch Priſoners to, is to pray to 
God for an happy Deliverance out of 
their Troubles, but with the Reſerve of 
a quiet Submiſſion unto his Will, if He 
ſhall {ze the Continuance under their Af- 
flictions more fit for them: Both Parts of 
this Duty are recommended in the Ex- 
ample of our Saviour before cited. When 
He was to die, he prayed for the ayert- 
ing of that bitter Cup; but hen he POL 

W 1 _ 
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ceived that God had determined other= 
wiſe concerning it, he declares: his Defire, 
to ſubmit to the Will of God, rather than 
chocſe his own: Prayer is a proper Remedy 
againſt all Sorts of Afflitions :. If . any 
Man be afflicted, let him pray, James 5. 
13. and as God has made it our Duty to 
pray, ſo he hath made it his particular 
Style, yet He is a God hearing Prayer. 

AND it He be attentive to any Pray- 
ers more then others, he is ſo to the 
Prayers of the Afflicted: This is more 
then once aſſerted in the 102 Pſalm, He 
will regard the Prayer 4 the Deſtitute, 
and not deſpiſe their Prayer, Ver. 17. 
He hath looked down from the Height 
of his Sanctuary, from Heaven did the 
Lord behold the Earth, to hear the 
Groanings of the Priſoners, to looſe 
thoſe that are appointed to die. ver. 19, 
20, Our Poverty is the Time of our 
Deſtitution from Men, and though the 
Rich hath many Friends, the Poor is for- 
ſaken of his Neighbours; but that which 
diſcommends us to Man, moſt potent- 
ly recommends us to God, who, in di- 
vers Places of Scripture, hath made it 
his moſt peculiar Stile, that He is 4 Fa- 
ther to the Fatherleſt, an Husband 10 
the Widow, and a ready Help in 12 

| 1 -- 
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of Trouble : and therefore it is not only 
our Duty that we ſhould, but our Pri- 
viledge and Advantage, that we may 
caſt our Care upon him, who careth for 
as, 1 Pet. v. 7. 


AMON all theſe Duties, it is not 
only allowable, but very commendable, 
for thoſe that are Priſoners, to endeavour 
their Liberty, by all juſt and prudent 
Methods, ſuch as are, receiving ſuch Snp- 
plies as they can get from their more 
wealthy Friends, accepting of ſuch Con- 
tributions as they may have from the 
Charity of merciful and well diſpoſed 
Men; the offering of ſuch Compoſitions as 
the Meanneſs of their Circumftances will 
enable them to make; and ſuch honeſt 
Methods as theſe : Por our Endeayours 
are very conſiſtent with God's Providence, 
and out Diligence with his Bleſſing, and 
ſo far is our Dependance upon God from 
diſcouraging our Induſtry, that it is rather 
proper to promote it; for God hears not 


the Prayers of the Lazy, but ſende an 


Anfwer to our Petitions in his Bleſſing 
upon our Diligence: But above all Things 
we muſt be careful, that our Streights 
prove not our Temptations, that our 


Troubles put us not upon any indirect 


Courſes to. deliver us from them; for = 
0 that 


( aun) 


that thus endeavours to draw his Foot 
out of the Snare, doth but by flutter 
ing entangle himſelf the faſter, and change 
not his Troubles, but his Proſecutor; and 
as Man hath been his Adverſary hither- 
to, ſo makes God to be ſo for the Time 
to come. and diſcharges himſelf from the 
firſt Rank of Men, for whom theſe Di- 
rections are. deſigned, and hath 
himſelf in the ſecond, that of ungodly 
Debtors, | 
AND ſo Men may be upon a double 
Account, either firſt, with Reference to 
the Beginning of their Troubles when 
they fall into theſe Streights, by their 
own Profuſeneſs or Prodigality, or Luxu- 
ry, or Negligence, or ill Husbandry ; or 
Secondly, with Reference to the Means 
that they uſe to extricate themſelves out of 
their Troubles, as fraudulent Compoſitions, 
or unrighteous Arts, or unjuſt Conceal- 
ment of that Eſtate with which they 
might pay their Debts, or any other ſuch 
ungodly Methods as theſe : the Directions 

ſuitable to ſuch as theſe may be. 
FIRST, That they would not ap- 
propriate to themſelves any of thoſe Pro- 
mites which the Scripture gives towards 
the Support of thoſe that are in an affſio- 
ted Condition: For it is not Affliction 
| that 
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that entitles to the particular Patronage 
of God, but either the Cauſes of it, when 
it is for Righteouſneſs Sake, or our Chri- 
ſtian Deportment under it; but ſetting 
aſide theſe two Conſiderations, a Man is 
never a-whit the more a Child of God for 
being chaſtiſed, nor does any Man entitle 
himſelf to thoſe Promiſes that are made 
to Mourners, by having drawn Trouble 
upon himſelf, by his own Folly and Ex- 
tra vagance, or Injuſtice, or Unrighteouſ- 
neſs; for there are Afflictions that are not 
Chaſtiſements but Judgments, not the 
Effects of God's fatherly Correction of his 
Juſt Indignat ion. The Midiauites were 
diſtreſſed, yet not a Jot the more to be 
accounted God's People for it; Pharoah 
leyerely ſcourged by God, yet not the 
more a Saint upon that Account. Thoſe 
Nations that oppreſſed Iſrael, had their 
Time of being led into Captivity as well 
as others, and yet no Title to thoſe Pro- 
miſes made to Captives. Good Men 
ought to humble themſelves under thoſe 
fatherly Corrections which the Wiſdom of 


God thinks fit to exerciſe them with : 


But Evil Men ſhould be awakened by 
thoſe Judgments which are ſent to them 
for their Obduracy in their Sins, and 

| which 
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which fall upon them as the Reſults of 

their ſinful Follies. | 
SECONDLY, When the Priſoner 
has diſcerned his Sins in their Puniſh» 
ment, in the next Place let him endea- 
your to be troubled for them, and to re- 
pent of them; and in his Reſtraint mourn 
over the Miſcarriages of his Liberty, and 
ſtudy to redreſs them; Sadneſs and Pen- 
ſiveneſs of Spirit, is an uſual Attendant 
of this Condition, and happy is it when 
carnal Grief is improved into ſpiritual 
Sorrow for Sin and Tranſgieſſion. For 
Godly Sorrow worketh 71 * not to 
be repented of, ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 
vii. 10. But the Sorrow of the World 
worketh Death: For our Grief, for our 
Loſſes, may ſtir up the Impatience of 
our Spirit againſt God, and the Diſpenſa- 
tions of his Providence towards us: The 
Deſperateneſs of our Circumſtances may 
leſſen our Hope and Faith, and Depend- 
ance, and Chriſtian Reliance upon him, 
and the Reflection upon the Rigour and 
Severity of our Proſecutors and Creditors, 
may poſſibly miniſter to the uſeleſs Pur- 
poſes of inward Malice, and ſecret Re- 
venge; and all this is productive of Sin, 
and Sin of Guilr, and Guilt of Death: 
But when our Sorrow is directed againſt 
our 
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our- Sin, as the Source of our Trouble, 
all this is prevented, and that Grief which 
in others is the Cauſe of Sin and Death, 
is by this Means made the happy Occa- 
ſion of Repentance and Life: For he that 
looks upon bis Riot as the Original of his 
Poverty, and thoſe Troubles which en- 
ſue upon it, will in all Likelihood be for 
the Time to come, more in Love with 
Temperance. He that accuſes his Sloth 
as the Ground of his Evils, will at pre- 
ſent commend in the ſecret Approbation 
of his own Conſcience, that Diligence 
which God hath made both his Intereſt 
and his Duty, and hereafter practice it, 
when God by his Enlargement, ſhall give 
him the happy Opportunity to do ſo: 
And if the Priſoner diſcovered that the 
Curſe of God hath rotted his Eftate, and 
blaſted all his unjuſt Deſigns, denied him 
thoſe Riches, which he ſought as the 
Reward of Iniquity, and given him that 
Poverty for the Puniſhment of his Sin, 
which he endeavoured to avoid by the 
Purſuit of it, he is in a fair Way of re- 
turning to his Duty ; and ſuch a Man in 
all Probability will uſe his Liberty to 
better Purpoſes, when God in his good 
Time ſhall reſtore him to it, and commit 


himſelf and his Affairs to God, in well 
doing; 


(15) 


doing; following God and his Providence 
in the Ways of Juſtice, and Paths of 
Righteouſneſs, caſting all bis Care upon 
God, who careth for him, 1 Pet. v. 7. 
Common Experience has too often ſadly 
obſerved, that quite contrary is the uſual 
Practice of Priſoners: Their own Folly 
hath preverted their Way, and they fret 
againſt God: Their Sloth and Negli- 
gence, their Exceſs and Riot, have brought 
them to Poverty, and they repine at Pro- 
vidence. They have 2 de- 
ccived, and delayed the juſt Expectations 
of their Creditors; and they accuſe their 
Rancour of Severity, their Cruelty an 
Unmercifulneſs, and lay that Blame up- 
on them, which they ought to take up- 
on themſelves: Theſe are the uſual Miſ- 
carriages of moſt Priſoners, and in ſome 
othets there are greater than theſe: And 
that Place which ſhould be the School of 
Repentance, is made to them the Nurſery 
of Sin; they knew what it was to want 
before they came thither, and there they 
learn to Cheat ; they. lay under all the 
Temptations to it before, and there they 
learn all the Arts of it, or perchance they 
came in Knaves,and go out Thieves. Before, 
they knew how to over-reach their Neigh- 
bours, now learn how to rob them; be- 

ore, 
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fore, practiſed all the unjuſt Arts of the 
Shop, now learn thoſe of the Highway 
too, were very bad Men when they came 
to Priſon, nd: grow worſe by their Con- 
verſe with Men, as bad or worſe than 
themſelves, were unjuſt enough in their 
Inclinations before, and among Men more 
skillful in the Myfteries of Iniquity then 
themſelves, learn all the Art and Cun- 
ning of it: But ſeveral Men have ſeveral 
Inclinations, and there are ſome that 
grow worſer by their Impriſonments; but 
in other Inſtances of Sin, they have Time 
enough, and to ſpare, lying upon their 
Hands, and they ſpend it in Diceing and 
Carding, and all Sorts of Gaming, have 


Sorrow and Sadneſs lying upon their Spi- 


rits, and endeavour to drown it by tip- 
pling and carouſing: Are of a malicious 
Temper, and ſhew it in fretting againſt 
their Creditors, and praying for their 
Ruin; or perhaps not only of a malicious 
Spirit, - but profane too, and vent both 
the one and the other, in vile Oaths, and 
horrid Curſes, and deep Imprecations 'a- 
gainſt their Adverfaries, and thoſe that 
they take to be the Contrivers or Pro- 
moters of their Miſery, And thus At- 
fiction which well improved, is the belt 
ſpiritual Ph yſic in the World, prove of- 
wow. WA * ten 


COPE 
ten an Occaſion of the greateſt Sin ; but 
if we will not be wanting to ourſelves, 
we may ſoon find that a Priſon that de- 
prives us of all other Opportunitics of 
thriving, wants not its Conveniences, nay 
happy Opportunities too, for the Exer- 
cle of Repentance in the ſeveral Parts of 
it, And here, as elſewhere, may a Man 
religiouſly and virtuouſly diſpoſed, pra- 
dice thoſe important Duties of Contrition 
for Sin, and Confeſſion of it, and Humi- 
liation for it, and Reformation of Life, 
which if he cannot here ſhew conſtant! 
in ſome of thoſe outward Actions which 
are the Demonſtrations of it to Men, and 
for which he wants the Opportunities, in 
that narrow Scene of Action; yet he may 
always practiſe it in the inward Acts of 
it, fuch as Faith and Patience, Depen- 
dance upon God, and Reſignation to his 
Will in the ſincere Purpoſes and Reſolu- 
tions of outward, which before God the 
dearcher of Hearts, are always accepted; 
and in divers external Inſtances of Duty, 
3s Temperance, and Sobriety, and ſe- 
nous Diſcourſe, or devout Attendance 
upon theſe Offices of Religion. 
NOW there are none of theſe Circum- 
ſtances which Lhave now mentioned, as be- 
ng too too often Occaſions of Sin, but may 
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be made uſe of as Aids to Repentance: 
Men's Afflictions make them repine a- 
gainſt God, but they may better teach 
them to humble themſelves under his 
mighty Hand, that he may exalt them in 
due Time. Profane Men in their Trou- 
bles fret againſt God, and charge hin 
fooliſhly, but would it not be more Man- 
like in ſuch Caſes to pray unto God? and 
to pour out their Souls in rbenden, 
to him, who hath delivered others, and 
can deliver them in ſix Troubles, and 
in ſeven ? the Cares of the World, and 
the Love of Riches heretofore choaked 
up the Mord, that it became unfruitful. 
But here they have very little of world- 
ly Buſineſs, and leſs of Riches to diſturb 
them; and where Men's Affairs are de- 
fperate in this World, one would ima- 
gine, they ſhould think it not only their 
Duty, but their Intereſt, to provide for 
the next, that they may not be undone 
both here and hereafter. 

MOST wiſe Men are ſenfible, that 
their Time is ſhort, when compared with 
the Work that they are to do, and the 
Eternity that they are to prepare for; 
that their Days are as 4 Shadow, 4 
Vapour, as 4 Flower that they paſs a- 
way as a Tale that is told: And it 18 4 

; Saying 
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Saying not more common than true, that 
Time is precious; and if it be ſo preci- 
ous, it is more valuable ſure then to be 
thrown away upon Cards, Dice, or any 
other idle and fooliſh Diverſion, which 
courts their fond lazy Humour. It 
is Folly in the Wordling to prefer his 
Buſineſs before his Religion, before his 
Deyotion, before his Duty, greater fure 
in the Priſoner to prefer, before theſe moſt 
valuable Things, any idle Toy, or ſilly 
Sport, or impertinent Diverſion. Ptofane 
is the Yordling who will not ſerve his 
God, as long as he hath any Thing elſe 
to do ; more profane is the Priſoner, who 
will not ferve God when he hath nothing 
in the World to do beſides; and they 
cannot find Time to pray, when they 
can find Time to curſe, and to ſwear, to 
game, and to drink, to tell idle Stories, 
and employ themſelves in uſeleſs Recrea- 
tions. But Sin is never without ſome Ex- 
cuſe, and thofe that cannot be ſo ſenſeleſs 
as to complain that they want Time, com- 
plain with more Shew of Reafon, that they 
want convenient Places to perform their 
Devotions in: They love the Beauties 

Holineſs, they delight to meet God in hrs 
Temple, to praiſe him in the Congreon- 
uons of his Saints. _ Houſe of Gol 
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is the Houſe of Prayer, and in that Houſe 
they deſire to pay their Vows : And it is 
not more their Trouble that they cannot 
meet their Friends in the World, then it 
is that they cannot go with other good 
Men to 2 in Prayers and Praiſes, and 
other Offices of Religion in his Church 
and Temple. 


- BUT ſuppoſing this to be the Caſe 


in ſome Places, (as it is not in all, ef 
cially in this great City) yet it is no Ex- 
cuſe for our Omiſſion of our Devotions, 
that we want a Church to perform them 


in, For God hath made nothing to be our 


Duty to do, which his Providence hath 
made impoſſible to be done: But, where 
we want the uſual Conveniencies of the 
Public, we may by the deyout Offices 
of Religion, conſecrate every Place to be 
a kind of Temple to us. 

NO Place is ſo noiſome, but God is 
willing to dwell there with a pious Soul, 
no Confinement is ſo ſtraight, but God 
from thence can hear our Prayers: The 
Stench of a Priſon does not fright a- 
way his Preſence, nor Stone Walls inter- 
cept between him and our Supplications. 
St. Paul and Silas ſung Pſalms in Priſon, 
and St. Peter prayed there: Feremiab 
ſent up his Supplication from a miry 115 
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and Daniel from the Lion's Den, David 
from the Cave, and Jonah from the Belly 
of the Whale. He found a Chapel in 
the Sea, and a Temple in the Midſt of 
his Billows; and as he himſelf words it, 
he ſaid, From thence he would look to- 
wards his holy Temple. In every Place 
Men ought to lift up holy Hands, in 
every Place Men ought to pray, and from 
every Place God can hear and anſwer 
their Prayers: So that the Exerciſes of 
Repentance and Humiliation, and Deyo- 
tion, and Piety, are ap * for a Captive 
Condition; and this Condition is not 
wholly deſtitute of ſuitable Aids and 
Conveniencies for this Duty. | 
BUT then 3dly, In theſe Places alſo 
there are not wanting thoſe that are more 
unwilling then unable to pay their Debts, 
who could be as willing to ſerve God in 
Praiſes and Deyotions, and Jong Prayers 
too, as the Phariſees were, but would 
be allowed in the mean Time to devour 
Widows Houſes, and to make their Heirs - 
nich with what they rob the Fatherleſs 
of: They are willing to die in Debt, 
that their Sons may live in Plenty, But 
though Men ought te love their Chil- 
len, yet ſure this is an unnatural Love 
to be willing to be damned for them: To 
| C 3 pur- 
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purchaſe them an Eſtate at the Price of 
their Souls, and caſt away theſe by Fraud 
and Injuſtice, that their Offspring may 
flouriſh in Pride and Luxury ; to burn in 
Hell, that they may thrive on Earth. 
Unhappy Circumſtances ſuch Men put 
themſelves in, if they repent before they 
die, they muſt reſtore their ill-gotten, 6r 
which is much the ſame, their unjuſtly 
detained Riches, and then their Children 
are undone in this World; but if they do 
not, they themſelves are undone in ano- 
ther World: The Damnation of ſuch is 
Juſt, but the thriving of their Poſterity 
is not ſo ſure: For the One of Cod 18 
in the Houſe of the Wicked , and the 
Children ſeldom enjoy long, what their 
Fathers ſoon got, by Rapine and Vio- 
lence. But howſoever that falls out, the 
unjuſt Man ſhall be ſure to find God's 
Vengeance following him, if-not in rhis, 
yet aſſuredly in another World: Ve 
muſt not over-reach, nor defraud our 
Brethren in any Matter, for God is the 
aſſured Avenger of all ſuch: We may 
deceive Men by our Concealment of that 
Eſtate which ought to be liable to pay 
our Debts, by conveying to the Son what 
ought to pay the Obligations of the Fa- 
ther, and by many other fraudulent 99 
an 
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( 23) 
and knayiſh Compoſitions: but God is not 
mocked; Conſcience will not hereafter be 


ſtifled, and though we endeavour to lull _- 


it aſleep nom, it will awake hereafter and 
torment us, and when we have our Li- 
berty, the Checks of it will be more an- 


xious then the Troubles of Impriſonment; 
or if it be ſeared here, it will be uneaſy 


enough hereafter And the more drown- 
ed we are in Security here, the more af- 
frighting will be our Amazement here- 
after If they will not now, then they 


corrupt, their Garments ſhall be Moth- 
eaten, their Gold and Silver ſhall be 
cankered; but the Ruſt of them ſhall be 
a Witneſs againſt them, and ſhall eat 
their Fleſb as it were Fire. By all their 
fraudulent Compoſitions, and unrighteous 
Conveyances, and unjuſt Detention of 
* 4 5 their own, rey V Da 
eaped up Treaſure againſt the laſt Day, 
(and) a 25 2 7 en indeed. They 
have heaped up Treaſure againſt the Day 


of Wrath, and the Revelation of the 


righteous Judgment of God. 


C4, 


4 


(24) 


——ä— 


ͤ»ͤꝗä— 7 — * 


APRAYER ro be uſed by Priſoners 
for Debt, from Dr. Patrick's Devout 
Chriſtian. 


O GOD, who art preſent to me in all 


Places, and haſt Regard to the Sighs 
and Groans of the miſerable, that hum- 
bly implore thy Pity and Compaſſion to- 
wards them: Vouchſafe to look graciouſly 
upon me thy afflicted Servant in this 
Place, which is moſt deſolate, aud com- 


fortleſs, unleſs the Light of thy Counte- 


nance ſhine upon me. ] confeſs, that I 
have too much abuſed the Liberty which 
J formerly enjoyed, and not fo carefully 
as J ought, improved thoſe happy Op- 
portunities which were put into my 
Hands: Many Ways J am ſenſible, I 


have offended thy Divine Majeſty, for 


which 1 am heartily ſorry, and acknow- 
ledge myſelf infinitely indebtcd to thy 
Goodneſs, that 1 am not plunged into 
the Depth of Miſery, to bewail my Sins 
in the bottomleſs Pit: J thank Thee, O 
Lord, with all my my Soul, that 1 am 
not ſhut up into the Place of utter Dark- 


neſs, and that I have any Hopes to ob- 
tain 


(25) 
tain the Redemption which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, in whoſe Name I beſeech Thee to 
pardon me, and to ſanctify the Streights 


wherein 1 lic, to the freeing of my Soul, 


from the Bond of all Iniquity, and the 
reſtoring of me to the glorious Liberty 
of thy Children: Help me ſeriouſly to 
follow the Direction of thy Providence in 
this Reſtraint, and now that I am fo much 
alone by myſelf, to deſcend into my own 
Heart, to ſearch and try my Ways, and 
unfeignedly to turn to Thee my God. 
Enlarge my Spirit more than ever, now 
that my Body is confined, in fervent Prayer 
for thy divine Grace, and in chearful 
Thank ſgivings for the innumerable Bene- 
fits that J have received from thy Di- 
vine Bounty, and in tender Pity and Com- 
miſeration of the {ſad Condition of all 
diſtreſſed People, be pleaſed to touch the 


Hearts of al} Creditors alſo, with a 


denſe of their Miſeries; incline them to 
accept of what they are able to pay, and 
make them willing to ſatisfy them to the 
utmoſt of their Power. | 

IN the mean Time, beſtow on them 
the Bleſſing of a contented Spirit ; help 
me patiently to endure the Inconyeni- 
encies of this Place, and preſerve me 
irom the Danger of thoſe E 


emptations 
which 


| 
| 
| 
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which I meet with in it, eſpecially from 
ſeeking a Remedy of my Sorrows, in the 
Pleaſures and Intemperance of eyil Com- 
pany, or any prophane Mirth whatſoe ver. 
e Thou my Comfort O God, and my 
exceeding Joy, and the full Satisfaction 
of my Sou in all Conditions, and when 
thou art pleaſed to deliver ne, from this 
Place, and reſtore me again to my deſired 
Freedom, O Lord make me ever mind- 
ful of the Vows wherein I am 
ward to bind myſelf : diſpoſe my Hea 
to be ſenſibly affected with thoſe Mercies 
which I have formerly little regarded, 
that J may never forget to praiſe Thee 
even for the Benefit of a ſweeter Ait than 
now 1 enjoy, and to acknowledge Thee 
in the Night Seaſon upon Bud, and 
to thank Thee for the coarſeft Food, and 
eſpecially that 7 may rejoice to go again 
into the great Congregation to praiſe 
Thee with the moſt ardent Love for all 
Spiritual Bleſſings in Chrift Jeſus : Pre- 
ſerve in me alſo, a grateful Kemembrance 
of the Kindneſs of my Friends and Neigh- 
bours, eſpecially of thoſe Perſons to 
whom 1 ſtand particularly indebted, when 
by their Charity J ſhall be releafed, and 
whatever Loſs they ſuſtain by ny Poverty, 
good Lord make it up a — to 
| them 
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them and theirs, out of thy rich Grace 
and Mercy, requite their Love with 
Plenty and Proſperity in this World, and 
give them the Reward of eternal Life 
and Glory in the World to come, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


* r lt. _— = —_— 


CHA P. II. 
Inſtructions, for ſuch Malefactors 


as have committed ſuch Crimes, 
the Puniſhment whereof is ſome 
public Shame, or corporal In- 
fliction, or any other Punifhment 
below that of Death, ſuitable in 
great Meaſure to the Condition 
of thoſe that are in Bride well, or 
any other Houſe of Correction. 


F ROM Debtors I proceed in the 
next Place to Malefactors, and as 
ſoon as ever I ſet Pen to Paper, upon this 
Subject, I found within myſelf a Reluc- 
tancy of Spirit to proceed any farther, as 
conſidering within myſelf the ſmall Pro- 
bability I have of Succeſs, from any 

— 
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Thing that I ſhall write here, upon 
Minds 1o hardened againſt all good Coun- 
ſel; but though Men will be unmindful 
of their Duty, the Miniſters of God ought 
not to be unmindful of theirs ; but accord- 
ing to the Charge given to the Prophet 
Ezekrel, They ought to ſpeak the Words 
of God unto them, whether they will hear, 
or whether they will forbear. ch. ii. v. 7. 
AND it becomes them to remember, 
that they are Spiritual Watchmen, whoſe 
Duty it is, to warn the Wicked to turn 
from their Way, which if they forbear 
to do, the Blood of the Wicked ſball be 
required at the Hand of the Prophet; 
but if they do as they ought, endeavour 
to turn the Wicked from their Way, and 
they turn not, they ſball die in their 
Wickedneſs, but the Watchman hath de- 
livered bis own Soul. Ch. xxxiii. v. 6, 


8, 9. 

IHE Grace of God is always ſuffici- 
ent, and ſometimes effectual to the Recal- 
ing of Publicans and Sinners, as St. 
Matthew, Zaccheus, and others: Whores 
and Harlots, as Mary Magdales: Idola- 
tors, as Manaſſeh : Perſecutors and Blaſ- 

hemers, as St. Paul ; and Thieves and 
Robbers as One/imus, and the Thief up- 

on the Tree: And it is poſſible with him, 
_ e | to 


/ 
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to whom nothing is impoſſible, to bleſs 
what I ſhall write to the Converſion of 
the moſt obdurate Sinners, and perad ven- 
ture he may give them Repentence, which 
if he ſhould of his infinite Grace and 
Goodneſs do, I ſhall rejoice that I have 
been a poor Inſtrument in his Hand to- 
wards the turning of 4 Sinner from the 
Error of his Way, and ſaving his Soul 
alive. But if, which 1 fear, my poor 
Labours in this Kind, ſhould want the de- 
fired Succeſs, I ſhall content myſelf with 
the Satisfaction of my Conſcience, in ha- 
ving endeavoured to ſtop the Mouths of 
Wickedneſs, and in having rendered them 
inexcuſable; which I purpoſe to do in 
this enſuing Diſcourſe. But, becauſe all 
Sinners are not of the ſame Size, nor have 
arrived to the ſame Degrees of Wicked- 
neſs, I ſhall begin with the lower Sorts 
of Malefactors, and before I proceed to 
thoſe who have either deſerved by Law, 
the Sentence of Death, or are under it, 
ſhall ſay ſomething to thoſe who have 
committed leſſer Crimes, whoſe Puniſh- 
ment is ſome Shame or Diſgrace, or cor- 
poral Infliction, whether of Wo hipping, 
or Working in ſome Houſe of Correction, 
or the like. | 

AND 
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AND my firſt Exhortation to theſe 
ſhall be, to take Notice of theſe leſſer 
Puniſhmenrs, and thoſe Sins which are 
the Cauſes of them, and to endeavour 
heartily to repent of them before they 
come to that Height of Wickednels 
which greater Malefactors have arrived 
at: For that Direction of the Antients is 
a very prudent one, not only in the Diſ- 
eaſes of the Body, but of the Soul 
£00, 

„ Stop the Beginnings, Phyſic comes 
« too late, when the Evils or the Diſ- 
« caſes haye waxed ftrong by long De- 
« lays'. 85 

A green Wound is ſoon cured with any 
common Plaiſter, and with ordinary Care; 
but when, by negle& it grows into 4a 
Gangreen, there is no Cure for the Mem- 
ber 1o affected, and ſcarce for the Body, 
but by cutting off a Part fo corrupted, 
for Fear of diffuſing its Venom into the 
W hole. | 

YOUNG Sinners, are often reclaim- 
ed without much Difficulty; in them, 
natural Conſcience is quickly awaken- 
ed, the Senſe of Shame eaſily reviv- 
ed, and the Fear of Hell eaſily impreſſ- 
ed upon their Minds ; but when Men have 
broke through all theſe, hardened their 

_ Hearts 
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Hearts, ſtifled their Conſciences, ſtrength» 
ened their Foreheads againſt all Shame, 
and their Souls againſt all Fears of Dam- 
nation, it is ſcarcely poſſible to reclaim 
them, and as hardly poſſible to ſecure 
the Public, from the Miſchiefs they 
may receive from their poiſonous Example, 
but by cutting tem off by the Hand of 
Juſtice, as corrupt Members uſe to be 
from the reſt of the Body, for fear of 
ſpreading their Infection into it. 

AND therefore, before Men are arrived 
at this dreadful Height of Iniquity, it will 
be their Wiſdom, to watch againſt thoſe 
Beginnings of Wickedneſs which have al- 
ready brought them to Shame and Diſgrace, 
and the Houſe of Correction, and which, if 
perſiſted in, will probably bring them to 
the Gallows here, and unleſs the Grace of 
God reclaim them, to Hell and Damna- 
tion hereafter: To theſe if to any that 
Exhortation is proper. Exhort aus ano- 
ther daily, while it is called to-day, 
leſt any of you be hardened through the 
Decentfulneſs of Sin. Heb. iii. 1. It is 
. thoſe that are concerned in this 

xhortat ion, may find the Work difficult, 
when they firſt ſet upon it, their long 
contracted Habits of Sin, are hard to be 
removed, the Thoughts of God are uncaſy 
to 
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it is. There is no Man that is well in his 
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to their Minds; it is difficult for them to 
return from a looſe, to an induſtrious 
Courſe, from a riotous to a ſober Way of 
Life, from the Folly of the Wicked, to 
the Wiſdom of the Juſt. But, the Diffi- 
culty of the Work, ought not to be a 
Plea for our deferring of it, but an Ar- 
gument rather for our ſetting about it, 
without Delay ; for what is hard at pre- 
ſent, will be harder hereafter, when our 
ſinful Inclinations by Continuance have 
grown ſtronger, our Conſciencies more 
ſeared, the Spirit of God, by conſtant Re- 
ſiſtance leſs operative in us, and the Grace 
of God weakened and abated by contrary 
Habits of Sin; and therefore, if we ever 
deſire to repent before we die, (as the moſt 
obdurate Sinners will pretend they do) 
the wiſeſt Way is to ſet about the Work 
betimes, before a further Continuance in a 
wicked Courſe of Life, make our Refor- 
mation more difficult to us, than at preſent 


Wits, and conſiders what he does, that 
would be willing to fill up the Meaſure 
of his Sin, to ſhut out the Day of Grace, 
wholly to tire out the Jong Suffering and 
Forbearance of God, or to arrive at ſuch 
a Degree of Wickedneſs, from whence 
there is no Hope of being reclaimed, by the 
5 : uſual 


ä 
uſual Methods of God's Grace and Mercy. 
And if Men are afraid of arriving at ſuch 

a lelperate Eſtate, the beſt Counſel that 
7 can give them for the avoiding of it, is 
this: That they would feriouſly take No- 
tice of thoſe early Diſcoveries of God's 
Indignation, and Diſpleaſure againſt them 
the F oot-ſteps of which they may in ſome 

leaſure ſee in their preſent Puniſhments of 
Shame and Diſgrace, and Confinement and 
Drudgery; and may more clearly diſcern 
them in the Checks and Reproofs of their 
own Conſciences, unleſs they have hardened 
themſel ves againſt all ſuch Apprehenſions 
by a conſtant Cuſtom of Sinning, and 
this is the firſt Advice that I think pro- 
per to give to this Sort of NMalcfactors, 
that they would now endeayour to break 
off their Sins by a timely Repentance, 
before they arrive at thoſe Degrees of 
Wickedneſs, whoſe Puniſhment is that of 
Death by the Laws of Man, and a far 
worſe Puniſhment, from the Wrath of 
God revealed againſt them in the Scrip- 
tures, 

MY ſecond Direction ſhall be thatin Or- 
der to this their Reformation, they would 
take Occaſion from that Degree of Puniſh- 
ment which at prefent they endure; to 
reflect {eriodilly upon thoſe teyeral Eyils, 
"0 . "ad 
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and Inconveniencics, which by the juſt 
Judgment of God attend upon Sin eyen 
in this Life. And for this Meditation, 
they may find abundance of Matter ſup- 
plied, by their obſerving the Circum- 
ſtances of their preſent Condition ; they 
are in Reſtraznt, and other Men enjoy 
their Liberty, and fo might they have 
done alſo, if they had uſed their Liberty 
more foberly; they are expoſed to Scom 
and Contempt, Diſgrace and Obloquy, 
while other Men live in Credit and Re- 
pute among their Neighbours ; and thus 
they might have lived too, if they had 
tought the Praiſe of God and Man, by a 
faithful Continuance in well. doing in 
ſuch Stations of Life as Providence had 
placed them in. They are employed 
at hard Drudgery, and ſevere Labour, 
under their fierce, and Egyptian Task 
maſters, while others follow their Cal- 


lings with Mirth and Cheerfulneſs, main- 


tain their Families by a prudent and mo- 
derate Induſtry, take Pains in an honeſt 
Way, but are forced to take no more 
then the Conveniencies of their Concerns 
engages them too : and what is the Con- 
dition of other Men, might have been 


theirs, if they had fo pleaſed themſelves; 
but, becauſe they refuſed an honeſt La- 
our, they are brought now to this for, 


ced 
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ced and conſtrained Drudgery. Surely no 
Way is ſo fooliſh as the Path of Iniqui- 
ty ; and no Fool to unwiſe as the Sinner 
is; he loſes his Ends by thoſe yery Me- 
thods whereby he purſues them, and runs 
1 Wl upon Miſchief by thoſe very Ways by 
y Wl which he ſeeks to avoid it: the Pride of 
ec Wl his Heart made him ungovernable, and 
in Bridewell, or ſome other Houſe of 
n Correction, he finds a ſevere Check for 
„his Pride. He hated Labour, and there 
e- he finds a Drudgery more toilſome than 
us Wl any of thoſe Labours that induſtrious 
Men are uſually engaged in; he was of 
a Ja gadding and a vagrant Humour, but 
in WM there he hath a cloſe Reſtraint ; he loved 
d Sloth and Pleaſure, but there he wants 
ed both, and inſtead of them, meets with 
ir, WM the Laſb, and the Workin 22 0 to cor- 
＋ ect the Riot and Larnefs of his former 
l- Converſation, It is poſſible that Sinners 
n- when they are under the Smart, may 
o- murmur at God, and his Providence to- 
eſt I wards them, in all this, but if they will 
rc but ſeriouſly conſider the Tendency of 
ns WM Things, they will have Reaſon to ac» 
n- knowledge, that, what they call Severt- 
ty, is the greateſt Mercy imaginable; for 
t is much for our Intereſt, that Sin 
lhould be made uneaſy | to us, that the 
laths of it be hedged with Thorns, and 
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that Sinners ould meet with Rubbs and 
Blocks in their Way, for fear the Pleaſure 
of Sin ſhould prove a Bait to them, to 
tempt them to {ſwallow the Hook more 
glibly, and the more uninterruptedly to 
purſue thoſe Ways, the End of which 
will be Deſtruction, and Perdition at that 
dreadful Day of Judgment, when the Lord 
Feſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven 
with his migbty Angels : in flaming 
Fire, taking Vengeance on them that 
know not God, and obey not A Gf 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt - 14 be 
frm 1 with” everlaſting — ructio 


the Preſence of the Lord, and 
rom the Glory of his Power. 2. Theſl 
i. 8, 9. And this brings me to another Di- 
rection ſuitable to the Condition of thoſe 
that are concerned in the Meditations of 
this Chapter, and that is, 
THIRDLY, When theſe Offender 
have in their moſt retired Thoughts con- 
ſidered the ſeveral Inconveniencies which 
attend Sin, and Sinners in this Life, it 
would be a very uſeful Inſtance of ſpitit- 
ual Wiſdom in them, to carry their 
Thoughts further to thoſe Puniſhments 
which are dur to it in the World to come. 
Suitable in this Caſe is the Counſel of 
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ne found and healed at the Pool of Be- 
theſda ; Sin no more, leſt a worſe Thing 
come unto Thee. St. John, v, 14. For 
although heavy are thoſe A fflictions which 
they are under already, yet more heavy are 
thote which they may reaſonably expect 
(unleſs the Grace of God, and a timely Re- 
pentance prevent 49th) in this World and 
in the next; grievous it is for Men to con- 
ſider that they are flighted by their 
Friends, that their Kindred and Acquain- 
tance forſake them, that they are account- 
cd, (and that juftly) the Filth and Off- 
ſcouring of the World; but more griev- 
ous is it for them to think that they are 
rejected of God, aecounted by him as re- 


probate Silver, Veſſels in which there is 


no Pleaſure, Veſſelr of Diſhonour here, 
hereafter likely to be Veſſels of Wrath 
and Indignation: Now at preſent, 4ceurſ- 
ed Children, without Chriſt, Aliens from 
the Commontecalih of Iſracl, Strangers 
from the Covenants of Promiſe, without 
Hope, without God in th World, heres. 
after like to be, of thoſe Goats, which 
hall be caft to Chriſt's left Hand, thoſe 
Tares whoſe End ſhall be to be burned, 
thoſe #xprofitable Servants whoſe Lot it 
ſhall be zo be caſt into utter Darkneſs, and 
vhoſe dreadful Sentenee that ſhall be, 
. D 3 which 
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putation, and will be a Note of Infamy 


ſpall go into a Place of Shame and ever- 
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which our Saviour mentions, Matt. xxy, 
41. Depart from me ye Curſed into ever- 
laſting Fire prepared for the Devil and 
his Angels. Shame is burthenſome to 
an ingenuous Spirit, and God hath planted 
a keen, and quick Senſe of it in our Na- 
tures for this very purpoſe, thattit may 
be a Check to Sin, and a preſent Puniſh- 
ment to thoſe that do Things deſerving 
Shame ; and however mildly, Men or 
Women may be uſed, when they come 
to Bridewell, or any other Houſe of 
Correction, yet a Puniſhment it is, barely 
to be ſent thither, in that it brings a Blot 
to their Name, and a Stain to their Re- 


upon them even after they are diſcharged 
from that Place - Now if Shame be griey- 
ous (as indeed it is) there is another 
Shaxze and a more laſting: one that attends 
the Wicked after they are delivered from 
this: For as the Righteous ſpall go into 
everlaſting Glory, fo alſo the Wicked 
laſting Contempt. Dan. xii. 2. Here only 
our groſſer Actions, and ſuch as are ſcan- 
dalous are expoſed; there our very ſectet 
Thoughts; Here the greater Miſcarriages 
of our Lives, there the Naughtineſs f 
our Hearts; bere Men only, and ae 
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but few are Spectators of our Infamy and 
Diſgrace, but there we ſhall be made in 
à worſe Senſe, than that in which the A- 
poſtle ſpoke it, A Spectacle to the World, 
and to Angels and Men, even God him- 
ſelf, che God of Mercy and all Conſola- 
tions ſhall laugh then at their Deſtruc- 
tions The good Angels, who rejoice 71 
Heaven at the Ccnverſion of one Sinner 
that repenteth, ſhall ſhout at the Ruine 
of thoſe Tranſgreſſors againſt their own 
Souls, and the Devils who were their 
Tempters to Sin here, ſhall be their Tor- 
mentors for it there; and all Mankind 
ſhall behold their Shame, and none ſhall 
endeavour to cover it, none ſhall pity 
it. But if the Senſe of Shame be but a 
weak Argument to thoſe who have caſt 
off all Shame, let them conſider that, 
that is a Place of Pain too: If Fire be 
tormenting, there they ſhall converſe 
with everlaſting Burnings ; if the Gnaw- 
ing of a Viper in our Bowels may. be 
thought to be grieyous, there their Norm 
all vcver die; if the Smart of the 
Whip be termenting, there it is ſaid, that 

the Wicked ſhall 2 delivered up to the 
Tormentors, and their Torment ſhall 
neyer end. I know there are diſperſed 
up and down in the Goſpel, many more 
| D 4 {weet- 
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niſhment is, that the Wicked may ſce and 


. 
iweet and raviſhing Motives to Repen- 
tance than theſe are; The Love of Chriſt 
ought to conſtrain us, the Grace uf the 
Goſpel ought. to invite us, the Promiſes 
of it are of Worth enough to encourage 
us to Obedience, and Men of ipgenuous 
Spirits, Men who will act like Men, will 
be drawn by theſe Cords of Love, by 
theſe Cords of a Man, as the Prophet 


calls them, and they will follow God. 
But the ſame Goſpel hath more ſevere 


Arguments than theſe, for Men of more 
rough Tempers, and where we meet with 
obdurate Sinners, as knowring the Terrors 
of the Lord, we ouzht to perſuade them, 
we ought to tell them; that Yengeauce 
is bis, and be will repav it; That Tri- 
bulation, and Anguiſh, Indignation and 
Wrath, ſhall be the Portion of every 
Soul of Man that worketh Evil, of the 
Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. That 
God will coxſume the Wicked from the 
very Beginning of Revenges, that his Wrath 
will begin 70 4h againſt them bere, and 
will reach againſt them everlaſtingly here- 
after. If the preſent Sufferings of Offen- 
ders raiſe up in them ſuch Thoughts as 
theſe are, they have then a very uſeſul 
Effect upon them: the very End of Pu- 
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hear, and feel, and be ſenſible of that 
Hand of God that is ſtretched out againſt 


them, and do no more wickedly. And 
if this be the Effect of ſuch Puniſhment, 
as in this Chapter have been defcribe 
they have Reaſon to rejoice, that th 
Chaſtiſements which are nat far the pre- 
ſent joyous but grievous, have begun fa 
bring forth the peaceable Fruit of Righ- 
teouſueſe, that theſe Corrections which 
are in the Fleſb, have any Way contri- 
buted to the ſauing of the Spirit in the 
Day of the Lard Jeſus, and that theſe 
Afflictious which are but fer a Moment, 
have begun to work in them that Fear 
of God which ig the Beginning 'of Wiſe 
dam, that Gadly Sorrow which is natu- 
rally productive of that Repentance which 
is never to be repented ef; and that Re- 
formation of Lite, which if perſeveied in 
to the End, will entitle them to à far 
more exceeding weight of Glory. And 
when theſe Motions begin to work in 
them, it is theit Duty, and it is their In- 
tereſt, to pray to God for that Spirit, 
that may further convence them of Sin, 
and of Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment; 
and our heavenly Father hath promiſed, 
that he will not deny his Spirit to them 
that ask it, and if they lack Wiſdom to 
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direct them in that Way, with which as 
yet they are very much unacquainted, 
Let them att of God who giveth to all 
Men liberally, and upbraideth not, and 
it ſhall be given them. And becauſe that 
of thbemſelves they know they are not 
ſufficient to think any Thing that is 
ood, much leſs to do it, _ and much 
leſs ſtill to perſevere in well-doing : Let 
them implore the Grace of God, which 
is ready at hand to all thoſe, that by 
Faith and Prayer, and ſincere Endeavours 
ſeek after it: Let them ask and it ſhall 
be given, Let them ſeek and they ſhall 
find, Let them knock and God will open 
unto them. Let them draw nigh to God 
in ſincere Purpoſes of Repentance, and 
He will draw nich to them in his Grace 
and Mercy, and will enable them 7o 
, Cleanſe their Hands, though they have 
been Sinners, and to purify their Hearts, 
though they have been double minded; 
and to aſſiſt them in ſuch Supplications as 
theſe, I have here ſubjoined this enſuing 
—_ - 7 1 VOY 
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4 PRAYER. 


O LORD, my God, I beſeech Thee 
look down upon me a poor and 
miſerable Sinner, who now groan under 
the Weight of my Sins, and the Puniſh- 
ment of them: I deſire to ſubmit to thy 
Providence in all Things, and to acknow- 
ledge that Thou art juſt and righteous in 
thoſe Eyils which Thou ſendeſt upon 
me, and Thou haſt but recomyenſed up- 
on me the Fruits of my doings, 1 have 
miſuſed my Liberty, and Thou haſt puni- 
ſhed me with Confinement: I have finned 
in Pride, and the Haughtineſs of my 
Heart, and Thou haſt brought me to ; 
Shame and Diſgrace: I have ſinned by 
Riot and Exceſs, by Sloth and Wanton- 
neſs, and Thou haſt excerciſed me with 
Slavery and Drudgery, and haſt made me 
to ſerve under Egyptian Tast-maſters. I 
beſeech Thee, C Lo, of thy Mercy to 
teach me how to diſcern my Sins in this 
my Puniſhment, to learn Repentance and 
Obedience by the Things that I ſuffer, 
and to humble MySELF under thy mi by 
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Hand, that Thou mayeſt deliver me in 
thy due Time. However Thou dealeſt 
with me now, caſt ME not from thy Pre- 
ſence hereafter ; how ſoever Thou exerci- 
ſeth me with Shame at preſent, make me 
not then in that Condition to be 4 Spec- 
tacle to the World, and to Angels 205 


to Men. But let the Senſe of thy Wrath 


at preſent inſtruct me in thy Fear, and 
withdraw me from the Error of my 
Ways, that my Soul may be ſaved in the 
Day of our Lord Jeſus. Give me thy 
Spirit O God, further to convince me of 
Sin, aud of Righteouſneſs, and of Judy” 


ment, and to guide my Feet into thi 
Way everlaſting. Give me'thy Wiſdom 
to direct my Steps, and to lead me into 
thoſe Paths which as yet I am very much 
unacquainted with. Grant ne thy Grace 
to, enable me to do thoſe 'Things which 
Thou requireft of me. As Thou haſt 
given me an Heart to u what is good, 
10 of. thy good Pleaſure give me Sttength 
to do, and to perievere in well-doing: 
And whenſoever of thy Goodneſs it ſhall 
pleaſe Thee to deliver me from this miſe- 
rable Condition wherein I am, grant that 
I may return from the Folly of the Witk- 
ed, io the Wiſdom of the Juſt ;. Let the 


Time paſt of my unhappy Life fuffice _ 
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have fulfilled the Luſts of the Fleſb, and for 
the Time to come, teach me to live more 
ſoberly, and righteoufly, and godly, than 
hitherto J have done, that I may adorn 
the Goſpel, as much by my Repentance, . 
as I have diſhonoured. it by ) Looſe- 
neſs; that I may break off my Sins by 
Repentance ; that I may work with my 
Hands the Thing that is good; that I may 
commit ſelf to Thee by well-doing, 
that I may provide for the Things that 
are honeſt in the Si 1. of God and Man; 
that 1 25 ſerve Thee in this World, and 
be happy in another, and all this 7 beg of 
Thee, and what elſe Thou ſhalt ſee need- 
ful for ge in the Name and Mediation 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: In 
whoſe bleſſed Name and Words I further 


pray. 
Our Father, &c. 
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CHAP III. 


Directions for thoſe that are tried 
and caſt for their Lives, but 
have them ſpared, by the Mercy 
of the King, or the Bench. 


ROM theſe, that in Law are count- 
ed leſſer Malefactors, I proceed in the 
next Place to thoſe that are greater, and 
have incurred the Danger of Death, and 


theſe are to be conſidered under two ſe- 


veral, though near in Time, yet in Na- 
ture very different Circumſtances, before 
their Trial, and after it: Before their 
Trials, we find them full of Fears, and 
Sollicitudes, and careful Thoughts: What 
the Witneſſes will depoſe againſt them, 
what Plea they theniſelves may make 
againſt their Depoſitions, what Verdict the 
Jury is likely to bring in, and what Sen- 
tence the Judge may pronounce againſt 
them. 

NOW it is natural for Men that are 
in Trouble, to be affected with ſuch Fears, 
and Sollicitudes as theſe, and as it is na- 
tural, ſo if theſe Cares riſe not to too in- 


ordinate 
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ordinate a Degree, it is allowable too by 
the Permiſſion of Religion. Jacob was 
afraid of his Brother Eſau, and his Fears 
made him ſeek to appeaſe him by a Pre- 
ſent. David was afraid of his Perſecu- 
tor King Saul, and his Fears made him 
ſeek ſo many Hiding-Places : Our Saviour 
Himſelf had ſome natural Reluctancy a- 
gainſt that bitter Cup, and he prayed 
very earneſtly that it might paſs from 
Him: And when St. Paul was accuſed 
by Tertullus, and others, he made yery 
curious, and ſtrong Defences for his Life. 
And ſo may Priſoners too, when they 
are indicted, very allowably make all juſt 
Defences that their Caſe will admit off, all 
ſuch Pleas for themſelves as their Cauſe 
will bear, and all prudent Arts, that their 
Wit, not aided by Lies and Falſifications, 
can direct them too: But while Priſoners 
are mindful of all thoſe Methods of Defence 
which Self-preſervation will put them 
naturally upon as Men, they ſhould not be 
neglectful of thoſe religious Conſidera- 
tions which become them as Chriſtians: 
They ſhould with the ſame Sollicitude, 
prepare for that great Account at the laſt 
Day, as they do for that at the O/d-Bazly, 
they ſhould remember that he that is to 


Judge 
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judge them hereafter is God, and not Man; 
yet there will be no Need of Witnei- 
tes to depoſe for, or againſt them, but their 
own Conſciences, which they ſtifle now, 
will impartially teſtify againſt them then, 
and ſupply the Place both of Witneſs 
and Jury too, by bringing in a righteous 
Verdict againſt them, and making them 
as condemned of God, 1o alto ſelf- con- 
deinned, in the ſecret Convictions of their 
then awakened Spirits. For the raiſing 
of ſuch Thoughts as theſe are within 
their Souls; let the Priſoners frequent- 
ly conſider and meditate upon every 


Word in that ſuitable Text of Scrip- 


ture. 2. Cor. v. 10. We muſt all appear 
before the Judgment Seat of Chriff hat 
every oxe may receive the Things done 
in his Body, whether they be good or 
bad. | L 

SOME young Sinners, by the Rea- 
fon of the Tenderneſs of their Age, are 
below the Cognizance of ſuch Courts as 
theſe, and there are Years, at which Sen- 
tence of Death cannot be paſſed againſt 
an Offender, but all muſt appear before 
that Juugment Seat, both young and oi d. 
Some Sinners are ſo great as to awe Jut- 


tice, and when a Tyrant holds the Scep- 
tre, and eſtabliſhes Iniquity by a wor" 
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no Court is ſo high as to take Cognizance 
of him, and to call him to an Account; 
but none is great enough to deliver him- 
ſelf from the Hand of God, for his Juſ- 
tice is armed with an infinite Power, 
whereby to execute the Awards of his 
Wrath upon the moſt obdurate Sinners : 
Some Sins are ſo ſecret, that the Eye of 
Man which ſees not the Heart, cannot 
diſcover them, and therefore the Juſtice 
of Man cannot puniſh them; but God 
ſearcheth the Hearts, and tries the Reins, 

and he will judge the Secrets of Man by 
Chriſt Jeſus. Man can only kill the 
Body, but he can caſt both Body and 
Soul into Hell-fire; they can infli& 
only temporal Death, God eternal, Fire 
here may burn the Body for a while, 
(which Puniſhment is ſometimes infli- 
Qed upon Women for Petty Treaſon,) 
but as that Fire burns the Body, fo 
it conſumes it, and the Fierceneſs of 
the Flame, and the Pains of the Offender 
haye both a ſpeedy Concluſion; but this 
Fire burns for ever, and the Sinner hath 


an everlaſting Duration to ſuffer thoſe 
rr in. e 

HIS Judgment and the Conſequen- 
ces of it, ſnould often be meditated up- 


an by them; and no Time more proper 
E than 


nal. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Priſoners to the Old- Bailey, it will no 
be long before they know their ſevera 


caſt for their Lives, but by the Merey d 
or for the Benefit of their Clergy, ot ar 


Chapter is deſigned, to the others 2 


0 
than this, wherein they are to paß t 


that temporal Judgment, which ben 
ſome faint Reſemblance with the tet 


NOW it is a proper Time for then 
to ſet their Souls in Order before God, ty 
endeayour to make their Peace with hin, 
by earneſt Prayer, to ſeek his Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs, and whether they live d 
die, they will find the ſpiritual Benefit 
of ſuch Thoughts as theſe are; if the 
latter be their dreadful Lot, they har 
by this Mcans begun their Preparation 
for Death; but if through the Mercy of 
God, the former be their more pleaſing 
Portion, they may aſſure — ra that 
ſuch Men as are prepared to die, are b) 
that Means much more fit to live. 

AND now that I have brought. tbe 


Dooms. Some have the Sentence df 
Death pronounced upon them, ſome at 


the Bench, are ſet aſide for T tation, 


left and recommended to the Merey of the 
King: For the firſt of theſe; the enſuing 


n myſelf; 1 wh to thole . 
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for T ranſportation, who are uſually the 
moſt in Number. oy 
AND. here a very ſlender Obſerva- 
tion may ſoon ſuggeſt to us, that the 
Condition of Convicts after their Tran- 
ſportation beyond Sea, differs but little 
{rom that of thoſe that are in Bridewell, 
unleſs in the Continuation of their Evils. 
For when they are ſet down upon the Place 
of their Baniſhment, they are delivered 
to a ſeven. Lears Bondage or more, en- 
gaged in hard Labours, expuſed to great 
Drudgeries, and treated with very much 
Scorn, Contempt, and Inſolence; and 
uſually why... this Mercy is ſhewed to 
them for the ſparing * heir Lives is, 
becauſe they are reputed to be but young 
Malefactors, and having never before been 
legally convicted of ſuch Crimes, as are 
puniſhable by Death, and therefore be- 
tore they proceed to the Remainder of 
this Chapter, I deſire them to read hat 
they found in the former Chapter, con- 
cerning the breaking off their Sins by 
Repentance, and improving their preſent 
Afflictions of Shame and Slavery, to 
ſpiritual Purpoſes: And to theſe Direc- 
tions I ſhall add theſe that follow. 9 
ns F. Tharthey would.be parkagg- 
to obſerye the Mixture of Judgmapt 


$598 3 
and Mercy, which is very apparent in 
their preſent Condition, Mercy in that 
their Lives are ſpared, and Judgment i 
that they are to ſpend the Remainder of 
their Lives in ſo much Hardſhip and Mi- 
ſery, and then to turn the Expoſtulation 
the Apoſtle, Rom. ii. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 3 
into an Exhortation to themſelves, and 
that they would not deſpiſe the Riches of 
God's Goodneſs and Forbearance, and 
long Suffering, which ought to lead them 
to Repentance, neither treaſure up 1 
themſelves Wrath againſt the Day 
Wrath, and the Revelation of the Righ- 
teous Judgment of God, who will ren- 
der to every Man according to his Deeds: 


To them, who by patient Contiuuance it 
well-doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, 
and Immortality, eternal Life; but ti 
them that are contentious, and do nt 
obey the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſheſs, 
Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and 
" Anguiſh, upon every Soul of Man that 
doth Evil, of the Jew firſt, and alſo ef 
the Gentile. - 5 
| THOSE that are thus tranſported, 
have Captivity for their Puniſhment, and 
in that Captivity they may diſcern ſome- 
thing of the Severity of God towards 
them, but not greater Severity then rn 
fis 8 | at 


—. ak pI ——— | a mm —_ FTA 1 ___ — 1 


m_ aa TO" wm 


3 — 


AC os 5 9Yy = ef 


we * 


—— 


—” te 2 y*F ar” — >» a... 


(53) 
hath heretofore ſhewed towards Sinners, 
and in the ſame kind of Puniſhment too, 
that of Slavery. Manaſſeh ſinned againſt 
God, and his Puniſhment was, he was 
taken Captive by the _ of the 
Kings of Aria, and as ſuch bound in 
Chains, and carried to Babylon. Zede- 
kiah ſinned againſt God, and for his Sin 
he was expoſed, firſt to the Scorn of Ne- 
buchadnezzar in his Bondage, and then 
in his Cruelty, in the Loſs of his Eyes, 
and what was dearer to him then his 
Eyes, his Children. And it is no more then 
what was threatned by Moſes, to rebel- 
lious Iſrael, Deut. xxviii. 68. Te ſball be 
ſold to your Enemies for Bondmen and 
Bondwomen, and no Man ſball buy you, 
that is, when they ſhould commit Ini- 
quity with Greedineſs, their Sins would 
make them ſo vile in the Eyes of God, 
that he would ſell them into the Hands 
of their Enemies, for Slaves and Drudges, 
and their Enemies ſhould count them ſo 
vile too, that they could not think them 
worth the buying. So that the Bondage 
which God inflicted ſometimes upon 
Kings and Princes,. nay, frequently upon 
his own People too, when they ſinned 


ggainſt him, and departed from bim by 
their Tranſgreſſions, ought not to be re- 
E 3 pined 


(154) 
pined againſt by Malefactors, as it were 
too ſevere a Pnniſhment upon them by 
the Hand of God for their [Franſgreſſions, 
but contrariwiſe they ought to be thank- 
ful to the Mercy of God, that he hath 
{pared thcir Lives, and . thereby given 
them a Space for Repentance, which ii 
they conſider it aright, is a Mercy af 
very gleat Value, that their Gratitude 
for Life, ought to over ballance thoſe 
Murmurings, which they uſually entei- 
tain upon account of the Sufferings of it; 
of this Opinion was Feremiab, when he 
and his Nation were under. the like Cir- 
cumſtances, in Captivity in 4 ſtrange 
Country, Wherefore, ſays he, fbauld 4 
living Man complain, a Man for the Pi- 
niſhment of hit Siu? Lament. iii. 39. in 
which Sentence there are almoſt as many 
Arguments as Words, and every one af 
thoſe Arguments ſuitable to the * 
now in Hand. God is the Creator of all 
Things, Man his Creature, why ghert for- 
ſhould Mas complain when he is affiuc- 
ted ? The Clay againſt th Pater, the 
Work manfſhip -againft thei Maker, Mar 
that is but Duſt and Afpes, dgainſt God 
the Lord of all. His Sovereignity, wil 
dear him out} if he diſpoſes of his Cxez- 
tures, as he in his Wiſdom thinks 


0 


moſt 
fit 
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fit, therefore they ought not to complain, 
eſpecially when they conſider, that they 
are finful Men, and that their A fflictions 
are but the Puniſhment of their Sins. 
No great Wonder if upright 70 com- 
plain that he is afflicted more then the 
Scorners ; Jeremiah, than thoſe that deal 
treacherouſly ; holy Daniel, and righ- 
teous Shadrach, Meſback, and Abedne- 
o, than their Accuſers, and Tormentors ; 
Far unjuſt it is that Sinners complain un- 
der their juft' and deſerved Puniſhment, 
when they reap but the very Fruit of 
their Doings; more it would become 
them to acknowledge, that God zs 7 
and righteous in all that he does, and in 
all the Corrections which he doth inflict, 
and that he hath puniſhed them leſi than 
their Inequities £ſerve, and then in Ju- 
{tice he might have done, f he had been 
extream to mark what was done amiſs, 
and therefore that they * to be hum- 
bled, and accept of the Puniſhment of 
their Iniquities, and bear the Indigna- 
tion of the Lord, becauſe they have [in- 
ned againſt him. Eſpecially conſidering, 
that he hath given them a Portion a- 
mong thoſe that are living. God had not 
been unrighteous, if he had taken a- 
way the Sinner in the midſt of his Sins, 
| E 4 and 
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and then as the Tree fell ſo it would lie, 
as Death left them, ſo Judgment would 
find them, and as they died in the Com- 
miſſion of Sin, ſo they would riſe here- 
after to the Infliction of Wrath, but God 
hath been merciful in that, he hath given 
them a Life, though a Life very full of 
Miſery to repent in, a Space, though 
that Space ſurrounded with many Afflic- 

tions, to make their Peace with God. 
THIS Goodneſs of God ought to lead 
them to Repentance, in Order to which 
End let them, „„ 
SECONDLY, Live under a. con- 
ſtant Senſe of God's Umnipreſence, and 
that whereſoever they go, and into what- 
ſoever Parts of the World they are ſent 
by Baniſhment, God's Eye follows them. 
He fills the Heaven and the Earth, and 
the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain 
Him, his Greatneſs is unſearchable, ſo 
that there is no flying from his Preſence, 
nor can any Man hide himſelf in ſecret 
Places, that God ſhould not ſee him. 
They may fly their Country, but they 
cannot fly from the Preſence of God; i 
in a ſtrange Land they retain the Sins of 
England, thither the Vengeance of God 
can follow them, there the Juſtice of 
God can find them out, prove ther 
| 09 m_ 
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Plague and their Scourge there as well 
as here; but if in a foreign Country, they 
repent of their Sins committed here, God's 
Grace is as near to them there, as here, his 
Mercy is over all his Works, and his 
Goodneſs reaches to the utmoſt Corners of 
the Earth. And though their Fathers 
ſee them not, and their Friends know 
not their Condition, yet God is as pre- 
ſent to them there, as here, and is ready 
to receive the Prayer of the Captive, the 
Petition of the Stranger, the Supplication 
of the Baniſhed, and to grant his Pardon 
to the pooreſt, moſt afflicted Penitents. 
AT the Seſſions, or Aſſizes, ſome are 
found not guilty by their Jury, or obtain 
the Benefit of rheir Clergy, or the gra- 
cious Pardon of the King, which if they 
conſider it aright, is a Mercy yery highly 
valuable, and as it is the Happineſs of 
theſe Men, that they have their Lives 
and Liberties, ſo it is their Diſad vantage, 
that their Liberty is attended with the Diſ- 
grace of having once held up their Hands 
And how to improve this Diſhonour to 
ſpiritual Advantage, they have been 
taught in the foregoing Chapter, and to- 
ether with thoſe Directions, let them 
ke theſe Directions that follow · 
© FIRST | 


y . 

e 
FIRST, Now that they are free from 
the Tribunal of Man, that they would 
endeavour to fet all Accounts right be- 
tween them and God: For very poffible 
it may be, that an Offender may be either 
Pree, or guilty to a lets Degree in theſe 
Courts below, but perfectly guilty in that 
Court above: Here ſome Things are ac- 
counted Felonies, ſome petty Larcenies, 
ſome deſerve only by the Law a Brand 
in the Hand, ſome the Laſh and public 
Whippings, but thoſe are” Violations'-of 
the eighth Commandment, and both of 
them place Men in the Number of thoſe 
Thieves of whom St. Pani hath faid 
expreſly, that they ſhall not enter imo 
the Kingdom of God. 1 Cor. vi. 10. 
HE that ſhall kill a Man in his Heat 
and Paſſtori, is counted here not guil 
of Murder, but Manflaughter ; but bot 
theſe are Violations of the t Commun. 
ment, and both make us liable to the 
Judgment to come: Nay more, that very 
Paffion, which we make the Alleyiation 
of our Crimes here, is counted Murder 
m the Sight of God. For ſo our Saviour 
expreſly aſſerts, Matth. v. 21, 42. Te 
have heard that it was ſaid by them 
old Time; Thou ſhalt not kill, and wv 
forever is with his Brother without 4 
| Cauſe, 
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Cauſe, ſpall be in Danger of the 
ment; and whoſoever Tal ſay 


WT, 
Brother, Racha, ſball b in Me ol of 


the Council; but hy eo 1 fo 
Thou Fool, foal be in Dang — — 
Fire Where we ſee —— 
of cauſeleſs Anger, have different — 
of Puniſnment; but all of then are Vale 
tions of that Commamiment, Thow ha 
do no Murder; and! alt ble ot 
or leſs in the Judgment come.” And at 
for thoſe that are acquitted here let them 
examine whether they are clear before 
God, and if of that Crime, whether of 
others as great perhaps, and as crying, in 
the Account of God, and to them, who 
eſcape with Life 20d Liberty, as W 
to others, is applicable that of our 
_ unleſs 5 Js repent, e nt likes 
wiſe "cri c 116-933 „l vs 10 
THE ebm Exhortation to ſuch ig, 
that, for the Time to come, they would 
endeavour to live without Offence in the 
Sicht of God and Man: New Mercies 
require new Acknowledgments; and we 
have no Way of ſhewing our Gratituda 
to God, but by doing Things that a 
pleaſing in his Sight: God hath grante 
them Life, let them improve it tu his 
Honour: T hey haye had the Pardon of 
the 
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King, let them ſeek Forgiveneſs of God 
allo : They have diſhonoured themſelves 
and their Profeſſion, let them endeayour 

-adorn the Goſpel for the Time to come, 
y a more ſpotleſs Conyerſation ; ler them 
heartily repent of all their public and pri- 
vate Crimes againſt God, and againſt Men, 
that when they come to die, they may 
be fitter to die, then they were, when 
they were tried for their Lives, and for 
this, among other Things, let them pray 


in this, or ſuch-like Addreſs to God. 


— 


A PR AE R. 


CY LORD our God, I acknowledge 


before Thee my manifold Tranf- 
greſſions, the Sins of my Heart, the Zins 
of my Lips, the Sins of m Life, my un- 
clean Thoughts, my filthy Diſcourſes, all 
my unrightous Actions; we are here Pri- 
ſoners in one Place; but very different is 
the Lot, which thy Providence hath 
aſſigned to us, ſuch of us, O Lord, whoſe 


Days Thou haſt meaſured out to the Op- 


preſſed, give me Grace to repent of thoſe 


Sins, which have cauſed this Puniſhment, 


and the leſs Mercy 1, find with Men, the 
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more let me find with God : As many 6 
us as have found thy Mercy in our Lives 
and Liberties, give us Grace, to be ſenſi- 
ble of thy Mercies, and to live cloſer 
with our God, who hath delivered our 
Feet from, falling, and our Souls from the 
Snare, and our Lives from the Grave. 
Let the Shame J endure make me truly 
ſenſible of thoſe Sins that have cauſed it, 
and however J have had Diſgrace here, 
let me not be confounded when I ſtand in 
Judgment : Make me mindful of thy 
eternal Judgment, and prepare me for it, 
that when J come to die, I may be fitter 
to dic, and htter to give an Account to 
God ; lead me, O Lord, by thy Counſel, 
guide me by thy Grace, give Repentance 
and Pardon here, and bring me to thy 
Glory hereafter, through our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


CHAP. 
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* 
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CHEAP. ©, ao. 


Conſiderations ſuited to the. Con- 
dition of Malefactors as are al- 
ready under the Sentence of 

Condemnation for Death. _ 
HAT hath been already written 


W in this Diſcourſe, is deſigned, to 
pre vent, if poſſible, Men's wretched Ar- 
rival at the Heigth of Wickedneſs, and 
by ſuch Conſiderations, as the Nature of 
the Subject would ſuggeſt, to ſtop. their 
Career in Wickedneſs, before they. pro- 
coed from leſſer Crimes to thoſe that are 
Capital: But there always was, and al- 
ways will be, a Generation of Men that 
are Reprobates to every good Work, that 
have their Conſciences ſeared with a bot 
Tron, that turn a deaf Ear againſt all 
good Counſel, and harden their Hcarts a- 
gainſt all good Advice; and as for theſe, 
ſeeing milder Methods will do no good 
upon them, Neceſſity enforces to practice 
thoſe that are more ſevere. God ſays, 
nay which is more, ſwears, that He does 


not delight in the Death of @ Sinner, — 
tha 


that he ſbould turn from his wicked Way 
and live, but yet it is conſiſtent both 
with his Juftice and Mercy, to make 
Death the Portion of ſuch as by their 
Wickedneſs purſue it, and to make Per- 
dition the Inheritance of thoſe that by 
the Obſtinacy, and preverſeneſs of their 
Way una voidably run upon it: And the 
ſame Method is yery conſiſtent with the 
Rules of Juftice and Mercy among Men; 
nay, very often it is, that Severity upon 
Offenders is Mercy to the Innocent; and 
Compaſſion to the wicked, is Cruelty to 
the Juſt, for the Slackening of Juſtice, 
encreaſes the Number of Malefactors, and 
it ſevere Laws were not made, and exe» 
cuted againft Male factors, honeſt Men 
would not be ſafe, but the Nation would 
be ſoon over-run with Robbers and Mur- 
derers, and all Sorts of \Evil-doers ; for 
as Solomon obſerved long ago; Becauſe 
Sentence againſt an evil Mort is nat exe- 
cuted ſpeedily, therefore it 3s that. the 
Heart of the Sous of Man ir thoroughly 
fet in them to do Evil. Eceleſ viii 11. 
Righteous therefore and Juſt is it, that 
the Wages of Sin be Death, 


Death 
eternal by the Law of God, and Death 
temporal by. the Laws of God and Man; 
but the. Gift ef - God is eternal Fife 
WT 1 through 
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through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. But to 

what Acts of Faith and Repentance to 

direct MalctaQtors, that they may lay 

Hold of that eternal Life, will require 

much ſpiritual Skill and Prudence. 

. T — — Conſiderations there- 

ore wi very proper, among others, 

to aſſiſt them towards this good Purpoſe. 

FIRST, A condemned MalefaQor 
ought humbly to confeſs his Sins, and 
this when accompanied with other Requi- 
ſites of Repentance, has a Promiſe of 
Pardon. 

SO we have it expreſſed by the be- 
loved Diſciple, St. John. 1. Ep. i. g. If 
we confeſs our Sins, He is faithful, and 
juſt to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe 
us from all Unrightouſneſs. 

So in Hoſea xiv. 2. Take to you Woras, 
that is of — and Supplication, 
and turn to the Lord your Goa, ſay unto 

him, take away all Iniquity, and receive 

us graciouſly, ſo will we render the 

Calves of our Lips For this Pardon, 

upon a true and fincere Confeſſion, Soio- 

mon depends on by Faith, in his Prayer 
at the 1 25 — Temple. by — 

vi. 36, 37, 3 they Sin again 

for there Sa Man that ſinneth not} 

and Thou be angry with them, and 2 
* n 
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WW: and pray unto Thee, and ſay, we 
ave ſinned, we have done amiſs, we 
„de dealt wickedly, then hear Thou 
rom the Heavens even from thy dwell- 
g Place, their Prayer, and their Su 
lication, and forgive thy People which 
ave ſinned againſt Thee : And that Faith 
hat Solomon had in this Prayer of his, 
vas founded upon that Promiſe which we 
nd in Lev. xxvi. 40. 42. If they con- 


heir Fathers, with the Treſpaſs "that 
hey have treſpaſſed againſt me, and that 
ſo they have walked contrary unto me. 
Then will I remember my Covenant. 
That is, his Covenant of Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs. And ſuitably to Faith of the 
Solomon, and the Promiſe of God, David 
jound it, Pſalm. xxxii. 5. I acknowledged 
my Sin unto Thee, ſays he there, and my 
Iniquity have I not hid, I ſaid, I will 
wnfeſs my Tranſgreſſions unto the Lord, 
and Thou forgaveſi the Iniquity of my 
n. And where the Sin againſt God is 
complicated with Injuſtice towards Men, 
(s in condemned MalefaQors it always 
13) there it is requiſite that the Sinner con- 
cls to Man, and ſhew his Zeal againſt 
Unrighteouſneſs, by diſcovering the Com- 


F been 


eſs their Iniquity, and the Iniquity of 


binations of Wickedneſs that he "hath 


(66). 
been accepted with; for it is hardly con- 
ceivable, that they thoroughly repent d 
their Unrighteouſneſs, who at their Death 
deſire it ſhould go unobſerved, and unte- 
formed, and unpuniſhed in others, - 

SECONDLY, Theſe Confeſſion 
where they are accepted with God, are 
always accompanied with a deep Sorroy 
and Contrition of Spirit, for thoſe Sins 
that we acknowledge, otherwiſe they are 
hypocritical ; but together with this they 
are often a Sacrifice acceptable to God, 
Plalm li. 16, 17. Theu deſireſt no Sacri- 


fice, elſe would I give it you : Thou di. 


lighteſt not in Burnt Offerings, the Sa- 
crifices of God are a broken and contritt 
2 a broken and a contrite Heart, 0 

od thou wilt not deſpiſe: And ſo to the 
lame Effect we find it in the Prophet 
Iſaiah, ch. lvii. ver. 15. For thus ſaith 
the High and the Holy One that inhabi- 
zeth Eternity, whoſe Name is Holy, | 
dwell in the high and holy Place, with 
him alſo, that is, of a pure and contrite 


2 to revive the Spirit of the Hun- 
l 


e, to revrve the Heart of the contrite 


Ones. . | 
THIRDLY, To that Repentance that 


Vill find Pardon, there ought to be joined 
a ſorſaking of Sin: and we are to _ 
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the Place before cited, 1 John i. 9. by 
that other Place from whence it ſeems to 
be taken, Proverbs xxviii. 13. He that 
covereth his Sins ſhall not proſper, but 
whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh them — 
have Mercy. And by this the Scrip- 
ture every where deſcribes ſaving Re- 
pentance, calling it a turning from our 
evil Ways; returning from the Folly of 
the Wicked, to the 2 dom of the Righ- 
teous ; cleanſing our Hands, and puriſy- 
ing our Hearts; with many other Ex- 
preſſions, importing a thorough Reforma- 
tion of the whole Man in Life, Heart, 
and Lip. | 

FOURTHLY, After ſuch Acts of 
Conſeſſion and Contrition, and Repen- 
tance, as the Condition of the Malefac- 
tors is capable of, let them caſt them- 
ſelves upon God, by an holy Faith and 
Reliance, mixed with Fear and Trem- 
bling, both theſe joined together are, and 
neither of theſe ſingle is ſuitable to the 


Condition of theſe condemned Sinners. 


They ought to have a Faith in the 
Mercy of God, as ſufficient to pardon the 
greateit Sinners that return, according to 
the Terms of the Goſpel; for elſe it 
were in vain to pray to God, if we 
thought him wholly inexorable: but this 

2 Faith 
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Faith of theirs ought to be joined with 
an, holy Trembling, for Fear, left their 
Repentance ſhould not be ſuch as God 
will accept, and leſt their Preparations 
ſhould not be according to the Prepara- 
tion of the Sanctuary, or elle their Faith 
may ſoon degenerate into Preſumption, 
Where the firſt is wanting, Men run in- 
to Deſpair : This ſeems to be the Sin of 
Cain, who ſaid, My Iniquity is greater 
than that it may be forgiven. This 
ſeems to be the Sin of Judas, he knew 
he had ſinned, and he repented of it in 
lome Degree, and as an Inſtance of it, 
made Reſtitution of the Price of Blood, 
but had not Recourſe by Faith and Got- 
pel Repentance to that Blood of Attone- 
ment, and therefore died as a fad Inſtance 
and dreadſul Example of horrid Deſpair, 
and indeed no Sin, (except the unpardon- 
able one againſt the Holy Ghoſt) is ex- 
empted from Forgiveneſs upon a true Re- 
pentance: And to take away Doubt in 
this, the Scripture hath particularly men- 
tioned the greateſt Sorts, as actually for- 
iven to ſincere Penitents. As particu- 
larly, the Blaſphemies of Sau}; the For- 
nications of Magdalen; the Extortions 
of Zachens; the Murder and Unclean- 


neſs of David; the Drukenneſs and 55 
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ceſt of Noah, and the Robberies of the 
Thicf upon the Croſs. But as there may 
be an Error on this Hand, fo there may 
be, and poſſibly is more frequently on 
the other Hand too, in relying too 
confidently upon the pardoning Mercy of 
God in Chriſt, without thoſe Goſpel Pre- 
parations of Heart, whica will fit us to 
receive it: And this ſeems to be the Sin 
of thoſe very confident, but very much 
miſtaken Fiduciaries, or bold Reliers 
upon Truſt, mentioned and reproved by 
our Saviour, Matth. vii. 21, 22, 23. Not 
every one that ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, 
ſpall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but he that doth the Will of my Father 
which is in Heaven. Many will ſay un- 
to me in that Day, Lord, have we not 
propheſied in thy Name? and in thy 
Name caſt out Devils? and in thy Name 
done many wonderful Works ? and then 
I will profeſs unto them, I never knew 
you ; depart from me ye that work Ini- 
quity. And if they would guide them» 
ſelyes between Preſumption and Deſpair, 
it will behove them to take the Advice 
of St. Peter to Simon Magus. So As 
vil. 32. Repent therefore of this thy 
Wickedneſs, and pray God, if perhaps 
the Thought of thy Heart may be for- 

F 3 given 
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given thee. He ſaith not, and ſo certain- 
ly it ſball be, this poſſibly might be 
too confident a Preſumption to depend 
upon: but zf perhaps, that, an humble 
hope may be allowed to ſeek after. The 
Carriage of Benhadad King to Ahab, may 
well become them, The Kings of Iſrael 
are merciful Kings, ſays he, and fo they 
The God of liracl is a merciful God, 
this they may with fullneſs of Faith be- 
lieve; and peradventure he will ſave us, 
this they may with an humble Hope 
defire: And to accommodate a little to 
this Purpoſe that Expreſſion of Queen 
Eſtber, They may go into the Preſence 
of God, by humble Supplication and 
Prayer, and ſay, if we periſh, we will 
periſh, praying unto God, we will periſh 
imploring his Grace, we will periſh roll- 
ing ourſelves upon his Mercy in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and it is poſſible God may be 
more merciful to us, than we are apt to 
think he will, when we refle& upon the 
great Defect of a Death-bed Repentance. 
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APRAYER for condemned Male- 
factors, by Dr. Patrick. 


O MOST holy and righteous Judge 
of the whole World, give me ſin- 
ful and miſerable Mreteh, Leave to pro- 
ſtrate myſelf before the Throne of thy 
Grace, and to implore that Mercy which 
I haye formerly deſpiſed and abuſed. I 
am not worthy I confeſs, to lift up my 
Eyes towards Heaven, and it becomes me 
in the greateſt Dejection of Spirit, to ſigh 
and groan under the Load of my Sins, 
that have been ſo many and fo bold, fo 
pteſumptious and ſhameleſs, that when, 
with an awakened Mind, I reflect upon 
them, J am ready to fink into Hell, and 
utterly deſpair of any Mercy. O God 
bow have I hated Inſtruction, and my 
Heart deſpiſed Reproof ? And have not 
obeyed the Voice of my Teachers, nor in- 
clined my Ear to them who admonifhed 
me. How ſwift have my Feet been to 
run into Evil! and how backward and 
ayerſe have J been to any Thing that is 
good! O! the Injuries J have done my 


Neighbours ! the Abuſe of myſelf and 


thy 


| 
| 
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thy good Creatures! the prophane Cor. 
tempt and Negle& of Thee, and the 
Duties of thy Worſhip and Service. * The 
Remembrance of all this is dreadful, and 
the Burden is intollerable. [* Here a 
the Malefactor reckon up the Blaſphemics, 
Oaths and Curſes, Debaucheries, Thefts 
75 Violencies, that he hath been guilty 
of. 
HOW ſhall I appear before Thee, at 
whoſe Rebuke the Mountains quake, 
ſince I cannot think of my Appearance 
before an earthly Judge without Shame 
and Affrightment of Spirit? O Lord 
work in me a greater Dread of Thee, 
with a greater Shame and Confuſion of 
Face, now that I am in thy Preſence; 
for which End repreſent unto me effectu- 
ally the Wickedneſs, the Baſeneſs and 
Vileneſs of my evil Doings, as well as 
the Guilt and juſt Deſert of Thee. O 
that I could hate and abhor them more 
then Death, which J expect ſhortly to 
ſuffer for them: Beſtow on me that in- 
genuous and godly Sorrow which work- 
eth Repentance, and unfeigned Purpo- 
ſes of Amendment of Life; if Thou 
through thy great Mercy and unexpect- 
ed Providence ſhouldeſt grant me an En- 
largement of it. Theſe Purpoſes come 
| 00 
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too late indeed, J may juſtly think to 
find Acceptance with Thee; and there- 
fore not without great Fear arid Trem- 
bling, and a great Senſe of my Undeſer- 
ving, 1 look up unto Thee, acknowledg- 
ing Thine infinife Goodneſs, if Thou 
wilt vouchſafe but the ſmalleſt Hope of 
Mercy. Mercy, Mercy, good Lord, caſt 
me not quite out of thy Sight, for Jeſus 
Sake, who gave Himſelf for me, to re- 
deem me from all Iniquity. It is the 
Beginning of ſome Mercy, and an Ear- 
neſt, J hope of more, that Thou haſt 
made me ſenſible of my Offences: Help 
me to manifeſt my Sincerity, by making 
free and open Confeſſions of my Crimes, 
and taking the Shame of them before 
others, and by Acknowledgment that 7 
am unworthy to live, and by earneſt Ad- 
moniſhments to all others, to take Warn- 
ing by my Example, and to ceaſe be- 
times to do Evil, and learn to do well. 
O! that I could glorify Thee O God, a 
little in my latter End after this Man- 
ner. And till I come to receive my de- 
leryed Puniſhment, help me to ſpend my 
Time iv bewailing my Sins, in humbling 
myſelf before Thee for them, in ferting 
my Heart againſt them, in ſtudying and 
admiring with the greateſt Affection the 

BY. holy 
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holy Life of our Lord Jeſus, in calling 
other Offenders to Repentance, and ex- 
horting them thereby to give Thee Glory, 
Deny me not I beſeech Thee, the Grace, 
thus to employ myſelf, that I may have 
ſome Taſt of thy Mercy, and that the 
Fear of Death may be abated by ſome 
Hope, that, when my Soul ſhall be parted 
from my Body, it may be received into 
everlaſting Manſions, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, in whoſe Name and Words J 
ſumm up theſe my imperfe& Petitions, 
ſaying, | 


Our Father, Rc. 
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A Prayer for Penitents, by B iſpop 


Taylor, 


COON of David, Bleſſed Redeemer, 

Lamb of God, who takeft away the 
Sins of the World, have Mercy upon me. 
O Jeſu, be a Jeſus unto me, Thou who 
ſparedſt thy Servant Peter, who denied 
Thee thrice ; Thou who didſt caſt Devils 
out of Mary Magdalen, and forgaveſt 
the Woman taken in Adnltery, and didſt 


bear the Convert Thief from the. Croſs, 
1 to 


—— wW  +”-@P__ TY ! _w_ wryF W25S 


(75) 

to the Joys of Paradiſe, have Mercy 
upon me allo; for although I have heap- 
ed together more Sins, than all theſe in 
Conjunction, yet not their Sins, nor mine, 
nor the Sins of the whole World, can e- 
qual thy glorzous Mercy, which is as in- 
fnite, and eternal as thyſelf, I acknow- 
ledge O Lord, that I am vile, but yet re- 
deemed with thy precious Blood; I am 
blind, but Thou art the Light of the 
World; I am weak, but Thou art our 
ſtrong Rock; I have been dead in Treſ- 
paſſes and Sins, but Thou art our Reſur- 
rection and our Life. Thou, O Lord 
loveſt to ſhew Mercy, and the Expreſſi- 
ons of thy Mercy, the nearer they come 
to Infinite, the more proportionable they 
are to thy Eſſence, and like Thyſelf. 
Behold then, O Lord, a fit Object for thy 
Pity; My Sins are ſo great and many, 
that to forgive ne, will be an Act of 
glorious Mercy, and all the Praiſes which 
did accrue to thy Name, by the Forgive- 
nels of David and Manaſſes, and St. Paul, 
and the Adultereſs, and the Thief, and 
the Publican, will be multiplied to th 
Honour, in the Forgiveneſs of me ſo 
vile, ſo unworthy a Wretch, that I have 
nothing to ſay for myſelf, but that the 
Greatneſs of my Miſeries is a fit Object for 

| thy 
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thy miraculous and infinite Mercy. De. 
ſpiſe me not, O Lord, for I am thy 
Creature; deſpiſe me not, for Thou didi 
die for me, caſt me not away in thine 
Anger, for 'Thou cameſt to ſeek me, and 
to ſave me. 

PREPARE me for Death, and take 
away the Bitterneſs of it. Pardon my 
Sins, and purge me from them; firſt of 
thy Grace, make me fit for the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Light, and then 
bring me to it, for the Sake of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, In whoſe Bleſſed 
Name and Words J further call upon 
Thee, faying, 


Our Father, Kc. 


CHAP v. 


Other Conſiderations neceſſary for 
a penitent Sinner. 


NONTRITION of Heart : True 
Contrition conſiſts in an hearty Dil- 
pleaſure at Sins paſt, for the Love of 
God, and full Reſolution not to fin any 


more. 
E N- 
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ENTIRE Confeſſion to Almighty 
God, and alſo to a Clergyman, or the Per- 
{ons offended. Satis faction to the utmoſt 
of his Power, either by Confeſſion or 
Reſtitution. 

LET him daily call to mind his Life 
paſt, and what our Saviour ſuffered for 
him in every Hour of his Life. 

AT Chappel, let him not uſe any ex- 
travagant or unuſual Geſtures, but in all 
Things obſerve a great Modeſty and Dif- 
cretion. 2 

LET no corrupt Communication pro- 
ceed out of their Mouths; above all Things 
avoid prophane Curſing and Swearing, 
erer remembring that the Lord will not 
hold him guiltleſs that taketh his Name 
in vain : Neither be he guilty of Lying. 

LET no lewd or prophane Diſcourſes 
be heard; nor any immodeſt or indecent 
Action be feen among you. 

LET no one be charged with giving 
abuſive Language to any of the Priſon 
or with wrangling or quarrelling with your 
Fellow - Priſoners 3 but be ready at all 
Times, to help and aſſiſt with good Ad- 
vice and Inſtructions, to the beſt of your 
Knowledge, ſuch of them as are groſly 
Ignorant and cannot read. Be careful to 
ayoid all — and Exceſs, which 
| will 


you ſeriouſly to conſider, and reflect on 


| Yourſelves how to be prepared for that 


of a ſhort Duration; and at beſt, of an un- 


Mercy, and Clemency, by the Interceſſion 


a 3 

will certainly delay, if not wholly fruf- 
trate your Preparation for Eternity; but 
more eſpecially does it behove you to ſhun 
the Uſe of ſtrong and ſpirituous Liquors, 
which inflame the Blood, diſorder the 
Head, and make you unfit for that ſe- 
rious Compoſure of Mind which becomes 
every one, and eſpecially Perſons under 
your diſmal Circumſtances. 

AS Condemnation is uſual the Fore- 
runner of Death, it ſhould therefore lead 


your paſt Life, and carefully to examine 


great Change. 

YOU are to conſider, that Man's 
Life is but a Succeſlion of Sorrows, and a 
State of Sufferings, that, at moſt, it is but 


certain Continuance, and that you have 
bronght theſe Sufferings and Sorrows upon 
yourſelves by your irregular Courſes. 
YOU may flatter yourſelves with the 
Hopes of a Reprieve, or an entire Par- 
don, from his moſt gracious Majeſty's 


of Friends in your Behalf; but take 
Care left you deceive yourſelves : I would 
rather adviſe you to be ruled by the Holy 
David in this Matter, who ſays, Fſaln. 


CX V1 


(79) | 
cxviii. 8, 9. Verſes. It is better to truſt l 
in the Lord, than to put any Confidence | 
in Man. It is better to truſt in the Lord, 
than to put any Confidence in Princes. | 

REFLECT ſeriouſly on your Actions, | 
and frequently put the Queſtion to your- 
ſelves, how you will be able to appear at 
the laſt Day before God, the righteous 
Judge, to whom all Hearts are open, all 
Deſires known, and from whom no Se- 
crets are hid? | 

ACQUAINT yourſelves with God and 
his Ways in Time, that your Souls may 
be at Peace in the Day of Affliction. 

IF your preſent Sufferings are the Ef- 
| tect of your paſt Follies and Vices, con- 
| ſider then the great Goodneſs of God, in 
puniſhing you in this World, that you 
may turn from the Evil of your Ways, and 
amend your Lives, ſo that you may be 
ſaved in the World to come. 

BE not only patient under your Af- 
flictions, but thankful to God for taking 
this Method to work your Good, and to 
bring you to a right Mind. SE 

IT will be good for you to have been 
afflicted, if your Sufferings work in you 
true Repentance: You will have Reaſon 
to bleſs that Providence which ſtopt you 
in your Career, if this Affliction ſhall have 
| brought 
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brought you to Conſideration, and . haye 
been the Means of your coming to a right 
Underſtanding of yourſelves and your own 
Condition. 

WHEN Life itſelf by your wicked 
Courſes thus becomes a Burthen, you 
ſhould naturally fly to God for Succour; 
you ſhould call on him for Pardon; you 
ſhould learn to deipite the Things of this 
World, and to ſet your Affections on a 
better Country. 

ARE you afraid of Death ? repent 
then truly of your paſt Sins, and fincere- 
ly reſolye to amend your Lives, and in- 
ſtantly ſet about ir, and thoſe Fears will 
abate ; then the more you dwell upon 
the Thoughts of Death, the leis the Ter- 
ror cf it will be to you. Keep therefore 
the Hour of Death, and the Day of Judg- 
ment conſtantly in View; and this will 
incline you to make it your daily Care to 
be ſuch while you live, as you would de- 
ſire to be found when you come to die. 

PUT not off the Work of Reforms 
tion any longer from Day to Day; for 
every Days Delay of this great Work, 
renders it ftill more difficult to be per- 
formed; but wiſely lay hold on the pre- 
fent Opportunity of making your Peace 


with God by a ſincere Repentance of your 
* | former 


(81 ) 
ormer Sins, and an actual Amendment of 
our Lives for the little Space of Time 
ou have to live. Conſider the Hazard 
ou run by delaying the neceſſary Work 
f Repentance z conſider the Miſery you 
xpoſe yourſelves to; the Confuſion, Hor- 
or and Deſpair, which is now 1n your 
Power to prevent in a great Meaſure, by 
ving ſo regularly, as you are ſo ſhortly 
0 dic. . 
DEATH which before was terrible 
o your Thoughts, ſhould now become 
amiliar, and even deſireable; becauſe ye 
may hope it will free you from Sin, Mi- 
ſery and Corruption, and tranſlate you to 
a State of eternal Happineſs, 
IF you have a Bible, be mindful to 
read the Sctiptures daily for your Inſtru- 
ction and Comfort, and with a fincere 
Reſolution to govern your Lives by 
God's Law, if they ſhould be granted 
you by your Gracious Prince, | 
AND fince many unhappy Perſons 
cannot read, and others who can, are of- 
ten too weak by Sickneſs to do it; ſuch 
of you therefore as read beſt, ought. in 
Duty to your Fellow-Priſoners, to read 
oſten to them ſach Pſalms and Chapters 
in the Bible as are hereafter ſet down; 
and ſometimes other good Books of De- 
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with a thankful Remembrance of hi 


ly at the public Service of the Chapel 


(82 ) 
votions, which may ſerve to furniſh then 
with ſuitable Thoughts, and prope 
Words for putting up their Requeſts u 
God, that He would grant them fad 
Things as they want. 

BUT let each one be careful thi 
his Devotions do not become mere Lip 


ſervice, and a Matter of Form; bt 


that the Deſires and Affections of hi 
Heart may always accompany his Prayen 
Neglect not to prepare yourſelves for 1. 
ceiving the Sacrament of the Lon 
Supper, which will keep up a livch 
Senſe of God's Mercy through Chi, 


Death, and diſpoſe you to be in Charity 
with all Men. |; 

LE I it be your Care to improve un- 
der all Opportunities of knowing, and of 
doing your Duty. Be conſtant eſpecial 


or in what Place ſoever Divine Service 
performed, unleſs hindred by Sickneſz 
and let your Behaviour there be ſeriow 
and de vout, not fitting when you ſhould 
ſtand, or kneel, if you are not dilabk! 
'by any bodily Infirmity. | | 
SEVERAL Pſalms and other Part 
of Scripture, proper to be read 3 pr 
a 


. 
ditated upon by you, as will beſt ſuit 


5 
your Occaſions. 
tb FOR Pardon of Sin, Pſalms 25, 51, 
ah s;, 86, $8. Meditations on Man's Frailty, 
Job 7, 14, Gc. Pſalms 39, 49, 90. 
ut FOR Patience and other godly Vir- 
ces, Pſalms 37. For Obedience to the 
ut Laws of God, Pſalms 50, 101. For the 
ui Love of God's Laws, Pſalms 19, 11 b 
For Humility, Pſalms 131. For Confi- 
i dence in God, Pſalms 16, 27, 40, 42, 
0: BY 43, 46, 55, 56, 62, 71, 73, 77, 89, 91, 
17 115, 123, 130. 
it CHAPTERS of Scripture, Deu- 
bs Wl tronomy 5, 6, 28, 32. Proverbs 1, 28. 


Lamentations 3. Matthew 5, 6, 7, 13, 
18, 24, 28, 26, 27, 28. Luke 6, 10, 12, 
15, 16, 17, 18. Jabn 3, 4, 9, 11, 13, 
14, 15. Romans 2, 6, 12. 1 Corint bi- 
*., 13, 15. 2 Corinthians 4, 5. Ga- 
c Wil /atians 5, 6. Epheſians 4, 6. Philip= 
3 HY /-ans 4. Colofians 3. 1 Theſſalonians 
5 4, 5. Hebrews 11, 12. James 1, 3, 4, 
7 5. I Peter 1, 2, 3, 4 1 John 2, 3. 
cd 


A Sentence to be uſed before Reading 
and Prayers, either public or private. 


Fl | | 

LEV he Words of ny Mouth, and 
the Meditations of my Heart be always 
9 G 2 acceptable 
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ſtedfaſtly reſolve by thy Help to forſake 


the Temper of our Minds, or the Couiſe 


(34) 
acceptable in thy Sight, O Lord ny 
Strength, and my Redeemer. 


Another to be uſed after. 


O Lord, accept my Prayers, and let 
thy Word fink into my Heart, fo that it 
may bring forth Fruit in my Life, which 
I beg for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake, Amen, 


"PER 


After reading a Chapter, the following 
Prayer is to be [aid publicly by on: 
of the Priſoners before going to Bed 


Almighty God, who has Compaſſion 

upon all Men, and hateſt nothing 
that thou haſt made ; behold, viſit, and 
relieve us thy aſſticted Servants, wh 
here caſt our ſeldes before Thee, acknow- 
ledging ur own Unworthineſs, and thy 
Righteouſneſs in all that is brought up- 
on us. We humbly intreat thy Pardon 
and Forgivenets for all that is paſt, and 


our Sins, and amend eur Lives for the 
Time to come. Help #s good Lord, to 
fulfill theſe our Reſolutions ; help #s to 
reform, and amend whatever amiſs in 


-of 


. 

of our Lives; enable #s to govern our 
Paſſions, and to direct our Actions aright, 
and make us daily to increaſe in the 
Knowledge, and in the Practice of our 
Duty. Preſerve us from Idleneſs and 
Sloth, and from the Corruptions of evil 
Company, and give us Patience under 
every Affliction Thou ſeeſt fit to lay up- 
on #s. Incline our Hearts to all that is 
good, defend us from all Evil, and pre- 
ſerye our Feet in the Paths of Piety and 
Virtue; ſo that at length we may attain 
to everlaſting Life. 

HAVE Pity upon ds, and deal not 
with us after ur Deſerts, but according 
to our Wants, and according to the Mul- 
titude of thy Mercies look upon us. 

FORGIVE wus whatever we have 
done amiſs this Day, and let thy good 
Providence watch over ws this Night, to 
guard and defend ws from all Dangers, 
and give ug that Reſt which is neceſſary 
for us. 35.24 TOS: 

O Lord hear vs, O Lord help us for thy 
Mercies Sake; pity us in our low Eſtate, 
accept our humble Requeſts, and fulfill all 
our Petitions for tho Sake of Jeſus 
Chriſt, in whoſe Name we continue to 
call upon Thee, ſaying as he himſelf hath 
taught us; 2 % . * 61a 
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(86) 
Our Father, &c. 


AND now to thy Mercy and Protec 
tion, O God, we commit ourſelves this 
Night and evermore. O Lord, bleſs as, 
and keep us, O Lord, of thy infinite 
Mercy, look upon us, Lord, lift up the 
Light of thy Countenance upon u, and 


give us Peace this Night, henceforth, and 


for eyermore. Amen. 


— — 
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CHAP. VI. 


Containing ſome Conſiderations and 

Directions in order to prevent be- 

ing infected and corrupted bythe 

Evil Practices and Examples of 

Wicked Men; of ſuch eſpecially, 

as are too commonly found in 
the Priſons of this Kingdom. 


Y too frequent fad Experience it | 
evident, that Evil Communications 
corrupt good Manners, or Diſpoſitions, 


and make thoſe which are already vicious 


yet more ſo: And whoſoever. believes and 


conſiders what the Wiſc-man tells us, F = 


(87) 
xiii. 20. That a Companion of Fools ſhall 
be deſtroyed, will certainly think it high- 
ly concerns him to take Care of his Com- 
pany: And he who at any Time is una- 
yoidably engaged in, or confined to the 
Converſe and Society of Wicked Men, 
where he can't avoid ſeerng and hearing 
from Day to Day their unlawful Deeas, 
and wicked Words, and at the ſame time 
his Righteous Soul is not vexed with their 
filthy Converſation, is in great Danger of 
being infected and greatly polluted. And 
becauſe it is too plainly evident, that the 
Priſons in this Nation are generally filled 
] with the worſt of Men, who are Guilt 
of moſt infectious Sins, and that ſome Per- 
ſons, who when they were firſt commit- 
ted, were not ſo ill diſpoſed as fome others 
{ WF 15, have yet been afterwards carried away 
into the moſt ſinful Courfes by the Inun- 
ö dation of all Manner of Vice viſibly prac- 
| tiſed in ſuch Places, and have contracted 
ill Habits during their Confinement in fuch 
polluted Company : I therefore add this 
Chapter to the foregoing, which may (if 
God pleaſe) be of uſe to thoſe who are 
| Impriſon'd upon any Account, or are re- 
leaſed from their Confinement; and fhall 
mention ſuch Things as may make it of 
more general Uſe, to ward and preſerve 
| G 4 others 
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others alſo from the Danger of Evil Ex 


amples, 

In order to which End, I will obſerye 
this Method. 

I. I will ſhew what Danger there is a 
being induced to follow ill Examples, 

II. Twill give a particular warning not 
to learn or imitate the Practice of ſome 
Sins, too commonly and viſibly committed 
by thoſe that are in Priſon, | 

III. I will propound ſome general Di- 
rections and Helps, in order to prevent be- 
ing corrupted by Evil Examples. 

I. I propound to ſhew what Danger 
there is of being induced to follow ill Ex- 
amples. 

And he muſt be a Stranger to humane 
Nature, and unacquainted with what 1s 
evident by conſtant Experience, who 
knows not what a mighty Force the Ex- 
amples of others haye upon us; which has 
verified that ſay ing, that the World i 
govern'd more by Example than by Pre- 
cept. Eſpecially, we are apt to imitate 
the Example of the Multitude, or the Ge- 
nerality of thoſe we live amongſt or con- 
verſe with; and more eſpecially, if thoſe 
that are our conſtant Companions, and in- 
timate Aſſociates ; and above all, we are 


moſt apt to imitate others in Sin and Fol), 
in Vice and Wickedneſs, This partly on- 


ins 
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ing to our corrupt Hearts : He muſt be 
a Stranger to the Word of God, and to 
his own Soul, who is not ſenſible of an 
inward Natural Averſeneſs to what is 
Good, and ſtrong Propenſity and Inclina- 
tion to that which is Evil, and what need 
therefore he ſtands in of the Curbs and 
Reſtraints of Divine Grace and Providence, 
as well as the Renoyation of his Soul by 
the Holy Spirit, 1 
AGAIN, This Danger is owing in 
Part to the urgent Sollicitations and 
Temptations of the Devil, who will not 
fail to take the Advantage given him by 
the Examples of others, to ſtir up our na- 
tural Corruptions. And he will inſtigate 
wicked Companions actually to ſollicit and 
urge others, to do as they do; and how 
forcible will theſe Temptations be, when 
a Man who thinks of reſiſting them ſhall 
thereby be ſcorn d as being ſengular, and 
ridiculed more than a Fqreigner in ſtrange 
Habit, or an outlandiſh or antiquated 


Garb: When he ſhall be tempted to think 


of Inpunity by Reaſon of the Multitude 
he engages with, or that what he does is 
Innocent, becauſe fo many do ſo. 


AGAIN, If Perſons delightfully 
chooſe wicked Men for their intimate 
Friends or Companions, and fo run them» 

| ſel ves 
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ſelves into Temptation; or if when they 
are forced to be in their Company, they 
do not ftand upon their Guard, and Watch 
and Pray that they enter not into T, 
tation, they juftly provoke God to + 
hold his Grace, to permit Satan to tempt 
them, and give them over into his Hands, 
or unto their own Hearts Luſts: And 
ſhould this be the Caſe of any, what will 
hinder them from committing all Manner 
of Sin with Greedineſs, and drinking 
in Iniquity like Vater? 

YET further, theſe Perſons are in 
greateſt Danger, who are not only in the 
Company of thoſe who are loſt to all 
Senſe of Shame, or Honour, or any Sort 
of Goodneſs; but are themſelves, perhaps, 
very much Strangers to theſe Things, and 
this (it is to be feared) is too commonly 
the Caſe of thoſe, who are, or have been 
confined in Priſon ; thercfore of all Men 
they are in moſt, Danger. 2 

T H Us you ſec for what Reaſons, 
Men are moſt likely to imitate ſinful Ex- 
amples, or wicked Practices. At fifſt, 
perhaps you may be ſtartled and fly at the 
ugly Countenance of ſome new Vice you 


never ſaw nor heard of before, till alter- 


wards your Horrour wears away by Fre- 
quency and Familiarity, and grows Ids 


afraid or offended with the Enormity of 


others 
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others, and at length take Pleaſure in 
their Unrighteouſneſs, and then learn to 
ſpeak their Language, and fo Conſcience 
by Degrees grows hard, till at laſt you 
are ripen'd for the worſt of Villanies, and 
become as bad as the worſt. 

CERTAINLY tis as hard to preſerve 
your ſelves pure and clean in wicked Com- 
pany, as it is for a Traveller to avoid De- 
filement in a dirty Road, where there are 
Multitudes of Paſſengers, yea, a Multi- 
tude of dirty Dogs, that are often leap- 
ing and fawning upon Him: Or, as it is 
ſor a Perſon to preſerve a Sound and 
healthy Conſtitution in a Place and Air 
filled with Infe&ion, and where all about 
him with Plague-Sores always open and 
running. Few or none, it is likely in 
many Priſons, can keep themſelves from 
being infeſted with little Vermine, that 
they catch from others there; and I fear 
tis as Difficult, if not more ſo, to avoid 
being infected and infeſted with worſe 
_ than theſe, This leads me to 
the, | 

II. General propounded, vi. to give 
a particular Warning, not to learn or imi- 
tate the Practice of ſome Sins, too com- 
monly and viſibly committed by thoſe 
that are in Priſon. 5 

| THESE 
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THESE I fear are ſo many, that to 
mention them all with any Enlargement, 


under each Particular, would ſwell this 
Chapter beyond the Bulk of the whole 


Book: And many of them are ſuch 2 


perhaps none can deſcribe but ſuch as haye 
been trained up in Debauchery, and Vill- 
any; and ſome of them of ſuch a Nature, 
that they are not fit to be mentioned, leſt 
the very warning and Caution againſt 
them ſhould Teach, if not excite ſome to 
the Commiſſion of them; therefore this 
general Hint at ſuch Sort of Sins ſhall 
ſuffice; and I ſhall ſpeak particularly, 
tho' briefly, of thoſe Sins that may be 
found indeed among wicked Men who are 
not under Confinement, tho' perhaps no 
where in ſuch a height, or after ſuch an 
aggravated Manner, as by ſome of them. 

IN the Name of God then I warn you, 
as you value his Favour, or hope for his 
Mercy, or tender the Welfare of your 
Immortal Souls, that you do not imitate 
the Examples (which too too much a- 


bound ) of any Perſons whatſoever in ſuch 


Things as theſe, | 
(J.) AContempt of God's Worſhip. The 
Light of Nature teacheth us, that. the 
God who made us, and does maintain us, 
ſhould be conſtantly ſerved and warne 
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by us: And we that haye the invaluable 
Benefit of his Revealed Will declared in 
his Word, hear the moſt plain and poſi- 
tive Commands and Directions for his 
Worſhip ; to negle& therefore, inuch more 
to Contemn the Worſhip of God, muſt be 
a gricyous Crime, and is indeed to forſake 
God, and Provoke him to abandon us. 
This Sin not only thoſe may be guilty of 
who are at large, but is committed by ſuch 
alſo as are under Confinement, who refuſe 
to joyn with others in the Worſhip of God, 
as they may ſometimes have Opportunity, 
and never read his Word, or pray to him 
in ſecret and by themſelves. (2.) Take 
heed leſt you go yet further in imitatin 

of thoſe who ſcoff and jear at all Re- 
ligion and Things Sacred. Who deride 
the Worſhip of God, as a Thing worſe 
than vain and needleſs; and thoſe that fear 
God, as Perſons as bad or worſe than 
Fools. This argues the very height of 
Profaneneſs, and yet is often found amongſt 
wicked Men, who with Impudence, un- 
der the Notion of Wit, are dangerous 
Perſons for the infecting of others: Al- 
ways abhor a profane jſt or Speech a- 
gainſt God or his Word, or his Worſhip- 
pers, remembring ete long you muſt ſtand 
before God's Jtidgment Seat, and be jade, 


a Malefactor ſhould plead in excule ſor ni 


(94) 

ed by his Word, and muſt be in the Com- 
pany of his Worſhippers, or elſe confined 
with Devils, and damned Spirits in Eter 


nal Torments. (3.) Take heed of Leam- 


ing or Imitating of the horrid Oaths, aui 
Blaſphemies, and Curſes, which you may 
hear. On this Account ſome Sinners ſeem 
to equal the Devils and damned Spirits in 
Hell, who blaſpheme God, becauſe of 
their Torments; yea, in ſome Reſpedts to 
out- do them; for Rage and Deſpair makes 
them blaſpheme, whereas Sinners on Earth 
have Space for Repentance : Thoſe miſe- 
Table Creatures, had they any Ground of 
Hope, would not, like many on Earth, 
call upon God to damn them or others: 
The Devils themſelves have expreſſed 
ſome Fear of being yet further torment- 
ed, but how many wicked Men dare Al- 
mighty Vengeance to puniſh them, and 
ſet their Mouths againſt Heaven in fuch 
a manner as is not fit to be mentioned, 
tho' by Way of Reproof ; nor will it ex- 
cuſe them to ſay, they are n to 4 
Paſſion, or are but in jeſt, when they 
thus fling about Arrows and Death; much 
leſs will it ayail them to ſay they arc 
habituated or accuſtomed ſo to do; thi 
will ſtand them in no more ſtead, than if 
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Theft, that he has been accuſtom'd to 
Robbery, and can't live without ſtealing. 
(4) Take heed of imitating others in 
their obſcene and lewd Difcourſe : This 
Vice is too common, and as it is moſt per- 
nicious to the Speaker, ſo it is moſt inſe- 
ious to the Hearer. To infiſt on this 
Subject would be as the diſſecting of pu- 
trid Bodies, that may caſt peſtilential 
Fumes; I only therefore ſay further, that 
ſuch Diſcourſe argues the Speaker to be 
degenerated into the Rank of the moſt 
libidinous Animals, ſuch as a Goat or 4 
Boar, and tends to corrupt their Com- 
pany ; and if they deſign ſuch Diſcourſe 
tor Entertainment or Pleaſure, it is to af- 
front their Hearers, as ſuppoſing their 
Fancies and Inclinations to be moſt baſe 
and brutiſh, Other Sins of the Tongue 
might be mentioned, and Warnings given 
againſt them; for the Reftraints of a Pri- 
lon will not tame that unruly Member, 
which is ſo often full of deadly Poyſon, 
and ſet on Fire by Hell, even as to in- 
ſet and conſume thoſe that are round 
about. Take heed of Lying, which is 
ſo contrary to the God of Truth; of 
faiſe Accuſation or defaming of your 
Neighbour; of proud ſwelling Words of 
Vanity, or boaſting and glorying even 

| in 
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in your Shame; of unrighteous and un- 
reaſonable complaining againſt God of 
Man. (5.) Take heed of learning or imi- 
tating others in Acts of Lewaneſs and 
Uncleanneſs There are fome forts of this 
Sin, eſpecially, which are not fit to be 
named, and 'tis a Shame to ſpeak of ſuch 
Things as are done of ſome in ſecret, and 
| perhaps ſometimes impudently before o- 
| thers alſo. It filthy Talk be very dan- 
| gerous, lewd Actions are yet more ſo; 

and if Fornication and Adultery are Sins 

God has threatned with eternal Burning, 

what Puniſhment will be inflicted upon 
[ - ſome (nameleſs) unnatural Luſts and A- 
. bominations? For this Sin Fire and Brim- 
ſtone was rained upon Sodom, as an Em- 
| blem of that unquenchable Fire, {ach 
| Sinners will be eternally tormented in; 
and therefore do I moſt earneſtly warn 
ll you in this Reſpect, as alſo becauſe ſuch 
| Sins are moſt particularly of an infecting 
| Nature. (6.) Beware alſo of Drunken 
neſs ; which is ordinarily” committed in 
| Company, and uſually a Loye of wicked 
| Company leads Men thereto, tho' at the 
ſame Time it unfits a Man for any Sv 
ciety with ' reaſonable Creatures. This 
| Sin debaſes the humane Nature, and 
ſ makes him that is guilty of it, for 3 
| * Time, 
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wallowing of its Swill, or a Dog in his 
aſty Vomit. This will unfit you for all 
Duties to God, or your Neighbours, or 
yourſelves, and expoſe you to the doing 
or ſuffering of the greateſt Evils, and is 
ikely to bring Judgments upon you in 
Body and Soul, and ſwift Deſtruction un- 
wares. (7.) Take heed leſt you learn 
nd imitate old Offenders in the vile Arts 
F Cheating and Robbery, or any Sort of 
ijuſtice. How many Criminals, who 
ere but Novices in the Arts of Rogue- 
y, when firſt committed to Priſon, have 
learned this accurſed Trade to Perfection 


here, which afterwards they practiſe, to 
ie Damage of the Public and their own 
perſonal Ruin. And how many Debtors 
allo, in their Confinement, have. learned 
new Ways and Methods of cheating and 


Confinement, or when they obtain their 


kin are, which are to be learned in ſuch 
Places, if I knew (as I do not) it were 
not fit for me to mention them; but it is 
highly your Intereſt and Duty, who can- 
not but know what they are, to reſolve, 


Time, as void of Reaſon as a Brute, and 
o be like a filthy Swine, in exceſſive 


from the Company they have met with 


Deceit, which they practiſe during their 
Liberty? What theſe Methods of Vil- 
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by God's Grace, againſt them; and « 
you have Opportunity, to prevent the 
| acting ef them by others; and if they 
| are committed, to aſſiſt the Magiſtrate in 
| the Diſcovery of them. (8.) Take heed 
| of imitating others in their Iadleneſi, Lux- 
S ury, and Love of ſenſual Pleaſure. 
| pleaſing of the Fleſh is the Maſter Sin, which 
| ruins Thouſands, and is hard to be con- 
| quered ; this Part of Sel/f-denzal is diff- 
| cult, and yet without it there will be no 
[ virtuous Inclinations or Actions. I haye 
| often thought it is a Pity that ſome Cr- 
i minals eſpecially, are not obliged to hard 
| Labour, and that others have not more. 
Opportunity and Encouragement given 


| 
| them to be induftrious. This contributes 
| greatly towards the abounding of Vice, 
| when Perſons indulge Idleneſs and Sloth, 
| or give themſelves over to a Love of 
| Pleaſure, and know not how to ſpend 
| their Time without Sports or Games, ot 
ö ſome ſenſual Pleaſures and Paſtimes, Such 
| a Temper as this muſt needs be injurious 
1 to private Families, and to the Public; 
this will put Men upon the moſt wicked 
| and dangerous Methods to get Money, 
| to feed them and their Lufts ; and the 
| aſſociating with idle and yoluptuous Per- 
_ © ſons, will make you like them in ” 
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and other Reſpects alſo, unleſs great Care 
and Diligence be uſed to prevent the bad 
Influence of their Evil Examples. 8 

III. I proceed to the laſt general pro- 
pounded, which is to give ſome Directi- 
ons and Helps, in order to prevent being 
corrupted by evil Examples. And, 

1. Confor that the Practice of others 
ought not to be your Rule, nor will it 
juſtify you in an evil Thing. The Will 
of God is our Rule eminently above and 
excluſively of all other Things, And we 
ſhould always enquire rather what God 
faith we muſt do, or not do, than what 
Men ſay or do. I need lot infift long 
on the Proof of what is here aſſerted, be- 
cauſe it is 10 very plain: For if the Pra- 
ctice of others would juſtifie an evil Ac» 
tion, all Diſtinction or Difference between 
Right and Wrong, Good and Evil, would 
d be done away, there would then hardly 
be any Crime but what would be juſtifi. 
b able: Therefore let me deſire. this may 
De duly conſidered, that twill not juſtifie 
1. 
d 
| 


/ 2 


you in an evil Action, becauſe ſome great 
Men may ſet you an Example, for great 
Men are not always good Men; or yet 
will it juſtifie you, that ſome good Men 
have done that Evil you are tempted to: 
For many Things are recorded in Holy 


ture 


. 


- Scripture, concerning them for our A.. 


tion. 
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monition, and not for our Imitation. Not 
yet will it juſtifie you, that the moſt Men 
you converſe with do as you do; becauſe 
we muſt not follow a Multitude to 4 
Evil, and our Saviour has told us whi- 
ther the broad Yay, in which Multitu- 
des do walk, leadeth even to Deſtruc- 


2. Never dream of Impunity, becaul: 
there are Multitudes of Sinners as bad 
as yourſelves, For God has threatned to 
turn all the wicked into Hell, yea, all 
the Nations that forget God, Pal, is. 
17. And has declared, that altho the 
wicked join Hand in Hand, they ſhall 
not proſper. Sinners are apt to harden 


_ themſelves in their Iniquity, and fancy 


they ſhall eſcape Puniſhment, at leaſt 
from Man, becauſe of their numbers, or 
at leaſt that ſome of them may eſcape, 
perhaps the Majority, when only ſome 
tew, the Ring-leaders, it may be, or thoſc 
who ſet the evil Example, are puniſhed. 
But however it may be amongſt Men, 
fometimes as to this Matter, it is other- 
wiſe with God, againft whom none can 
harden themſelves and proſper, nor can 


the greateſt Number withſtand Almighty 


Vengeance; and tho' tis true, the Mer- 
* . * by * L -» cies 
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cies of Men; yet withal, his Juſtice is 
more ſevere and inexorable, and his Truth 
moſt inflexible, and he ſtands in no need 
of us, as Man may do; nor can he ſuffer 
any Detriment by our Ruin; but on the 
contrary, will glorifie his Juſtice and 
Power in the final Deſtruction of obſti- 
nate Offenders, and has given us Exam- 
ples of the Ruin of Multitudes, to deter 
us from Sin, and make us abandon ſuch 
a vain Conceit as that is, which I am 
warning you againſt. Witneſs the drown- 
ing of the Old World, in which all pe- 
riſhed but eight Perſons; the Deſtruction 
of Sodom and the Cities round about, 
from which only three Perſons eſcaped, 
with the Ruin of Corah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, the Ring-leaders, and all their 
Company. As 
(3.) K NOW this, that the moſt de- 
ligt ful Companions you have in Sin now, 
will be ſome of your greateſt Tormentors 
hereafter, f they and you ſhould both be 
caſt into Hell together. The Devil is 
firſt a Tempter, and then a Tormentor, and 
ſuch are his Inſtruments, ſuch will your 
wicked Companions be. On this Ac- 
count 'tis generally thought, our Saviour 
repreſents the Rich Man in Hell, peti- 
toning that his Five Brethren might be 
H 3 | warned 
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warned, leſt they ſhould come into that 
Place of Torment he was in: becauſe 
they would by their Company add ney 
and greater Torments unto him. Hoy 
- grievous will it be, when the Whore and 
her Maſter ſhall together be caſt into a 
Bed of Fire, and the Drunkards made 

together in Company to drink the Cup 
| of God's Wrath? How ſad will the Re- 
| membrance of former Revellings then be? 
And how dreadful the mutual Accuſati- 
ons, and Rage of theſe miſerable W retches 
| be for ever? Tis exceſs of Madneſs to go 
to Hell for Company, when the Com- 
pany will be one great part of the Miſery 
of that Place for ever. 

4. MAINTAIN a ſfiri and con- 

ſtant Guard or watchfulneſs, whilſt in 

the midſt of ſuch Temptations, as you 
will meet with: in evil Company. To 
enforce this Direction, conſider what has 
been ſaid already of the Danger there is 
of being induced to follow evil Examples. 

This is with you an Hour of Temptation, 

and therefore it behoves you eſpecially fo 

watch, to ſtand upon your Guard, 4s 
knowing the Enemy is nigh at Hand, 

Watch eſpecially againſt the firſt Motions 

of Corruption in the Heart, and the 

leaſt Inclinations to Sin, and cruſh the 
3 9 Cockatrice 
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Cockatrice in the Egg ; watch your Sen- 
ſes with Job, make a Covenant with your 
Bes, and all your Senſes and bodily Ap» 
petites; watch yet more eſpecially againſt 
thoſe Sins that others practiſe, and are 
moſt ſuitable to your natural Temper and 
Conſtitution, or preſent Condition. | 

5, FORTIFIE jour Souls with 
proper Thoughts and Conſiderations, for 
your Security in this time of Danger. 
Even as thoſe who breath in an infectious 
Air, uſe to have ſome Antidotes or Pre- 
ſeryatives; or as when a City or Garriſon 
is likely to be. beſieged, and the Enemy 
makes his Approaches, a wiſe Comman- 
der will ſee that the Fort be well mann- 
ed and provided. Take now the Shield 
of Faith, and learn you to uſe the Sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 
Remember the Eye uf God is always up- 
on you, as a Witneſs of your Actions, 
who will be the Judge of your Perſons: 
and if you are tempted by others to Un- 
cleanneſs, as e was by his Miftrefs, 
or to any other Sin, ſay as he did, How 
call 1 do this great Evil and ſin againſt 
Cod, who looks on? Think often upon 
Death and Judgment, as certain and neat; 
think on Heaven and Hell, as real and 
fternal; labour to maintain a conſtant 

1 * "on 
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Fear of God in your Soul, who is able ts 
deſtroy buth Soul and Body in Hell fo 
ever; and to know more of the Goodneh 
of God, as that which is too excellent to 
be forfeited, for the gratifying a bit 
Luſt, or pleaſing of any Man upon Earth, 
Let this Thought alſo tend to fortifi 
your Souls againſt Temptations from wic- 
ked Companions, that they do the Work 
of the Devil, the very Work he doth, 
and puts them upon doing ; and dare no 
more to comply, than you would with a 


MY emptation of the Devil, ſhould he him- 


ſelf appear and ſollicit you in Perſon: An 
Appearance of the Devil would frighten 
you, and therefore he does his Work by 
wicked Men his Agents, whilſt at preſent 
he keeps out of Sight. 

6. EVIDENCE your Diſpleaſurt 
againſt, and dare to reprove thoſe Sins 
you ſee others commit. This will be 1 
Means at once to preſerve your Innocence, 
and may poſſibly tend to reclaim others: 
This however is your Duty, as you would 
not - ſhare in the Guilt of that Sin you 
know your Neighbour commits, tho you 
do not imitate him: This will be a good 
Method to prevent his ſolliciting you to 
do that which he finds you are greatly 


grieyed at, and perhaps may at leaſt _ 


fog 

him ſhy of committing ſome Sins you re- 
prove him for. Thus you will imitate the 
penitent Male factor, who was crucified 
with our Saviour, if you reprove your 
Companious for their Wickednels, and call 
upon them to fear Cod. Nay, herein you 
will te like to righteous Lot, who only 
with his Two Daughters eſcaped the 
Flames that conſumed Sodom: Nay, let 
jet me add further, herein you will imitate 
our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who conyerſed 
with Publicans and Sinners, as a Phyſician 
with the Sick, that he might call them to 
Repentance. Dare to reprove thoſe that 
dare to defy their Maker. Dare to be 
counted an Enemy, to ſhew your ſelf a 
true Friend. Dare to be Zealous for God, 
and then you may more comfertably hope 
that He will be favour able unto you. 

7. FAIL not to pray conſtantly for 
the Grace of God, to keep you from the 
Snares and Temptations of the Devil, 
and all wicked Inſtruments whatſoever. 
Thus the Apoſtle directs us to do; aſter 
he had exhorted us to take the whole Ar- 
nour of God, that we may be able to 
withſtand in the Evil Day, and having 
done all to ſtand, Eph. 6. 12. In which 
Words you fee how plainly he intimates 
our Danger, and the Difficulty of with- 


ſtanding 
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ſtanding the Devil's Temptations. And 
from what has been faid already, it appear, 
that you ought particularly to conſider 
this; I fay, the Apoſtle exhorts us, ver. 
18. To pray always with all Prayer ani 
Supputcation in the Spirit; and to wateb- 
thereunto with all Preſervance. Begin 
every Day with ſerious Earneſt Prayer to 
God, and be in his Fear all the Day long, 
Set the Lord always before you, walk a 
in his Sight, and be careful, as much 2 
poſſible, to do nothing nom that will cauſe 
ſad Reflections in a ing Hour, and turn 
to a fad Account in the Day of Judgment. 
Commit your ſelf by conſtant fervent be- 
lieving Prayer to the Conduct and keep- 
ing of Divine Grace, and in ſo doing, you 
may hope to be kept from every evi 
Word and Work unto the Heavenly 
Kingdom, | | 
PRAYER is the neceflary Duty of 
every one, in every Condition of Lile, 
eſpecially of the afflicted, and in particu- 
lar of ſuch for whole Benefit the forego- 
ing Lines were written: Yet as moſt Men 
need frequent and earneſt Exhortations to 
the Practice of this Duty, becauſe of their 
Backwardneſs hereto; ſo Multitudes ſtand 
in Need of Aſſiſtance herein, becauſe of 
their. Inability, through Ignorance, 7 oy 
. F : | an 
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Want of due Conſideration, endeavour and 
accuſtoming themſelves thereto, _ I there- 
fore add the following Prayers, as proper 
to direct thoſe ,whole Cale they are ſuita- 
ble to, how to order their Requeſts before 
God, and alſo to be uſed by them, or 
read humbly and devoutly before God, 
with this ncedful Caution, that they al- 
ways remember, if the Mind and Heart 
do not with Underſtanding, and Seriouſ- 
nels, and ſuitable Affed ions, join with the 
Words they read or uſe themielves, or may 
be uſed by others praying with them and 
for them, all they do of this Kind is tri- 
fling with God, and mockipg of him, and 
not performing any acceptable Worſhip to 
him, who is a Spirit, and ſeeketh ſuch 
5 worſhip him, as do it in Spirit and 

ruth. | | | 
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A Prayer for Criminals in Priſon, not 
as yet brought to Trial. 


Almighty and moſt merciful Lord 
God, whaſe Eyes are in every Place, 
bebolding the Evil and the Good; the 
darkeſt Dungeon can't hide from Thee, 
and poor Sinners, under the cloſeſt Con- 
hnement of the r Bodies, haye Liberty ro 
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come unto the Throne of Grace to obtain 
Mercy, and find Grace to help in Tim 
of Need. 1 humbly pray for Thy Grace 
to make me duly ſenſible of, and ſorry for 
the Sins of my Heart, and Tongue, and 
Life: All of which are perfectly known 
to Thee. O ſet them not in the Light if 
Thy Courtenance, neither enter into Fudh- 
ment with me for them: for Lord, if 
thou ſhouldeſt mark Iniquity, who can 
ſtand ? Spare me, O God, who deſire to 
confeſs my Faults, help me fo to confeſs 
and forſake my Sins, that I may bade 
Mercy. With Grief and Shame I here 
make my Confeſſion before Thee, of my 
many Sins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion, 
and the ſeyeral Circumſtances which they 
have been attended with, that greatly ag- 
gravate them. /e) For theſe and other 
Sins I have been guilty of, which I can- 
not now remember, or reckon up, I juſtly 
deſerve not only the Miſeries I endure un- 
der this Confinement, but to be caſt into 
the Priſon of Hell, and to lie there for 
Ever under Thy Wrath, without any 
Hope of Redemption. I adore the di- 

wine 
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| (e) Here tet there be mate as free and full a Confeſſion 
of particular Sins as is poſſib.e, and in particular of thoſe 
Crimes for ul ich he is comm itttd, if be be gwilty. 
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vine Patience, which yet is extended to 
me, and earneſtly deſire Thy Grace, to 
enable me ſo to improve the Time of Thy 
Long-ſuffering, that at laſt I may obtain 
eternal Salvation. In order to this End, 
for the Sake of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
give me that true Repentance and Faith 
which ſhall be accompanied with the For- 
giveneſs of all my Sins; and help me to 
improve the reſt of my Time, and the So- 
litude and Affliction of this Priſon, and all 
thoſe Helps which Thy Goodneſs ſhall af- 
ford unto me, that I may be made Par- 
taker of Thy Holineſs, and meet to par- 
take f the Inheritance of the Saints its 
Licht. | 

O moſt gracious God, Thou art the 
Helper of the Helpleſs, enable me to bear 
the Inconveniencies of this Place, and 
keep me from learning or practiſing thoſe 
dins which are committed by others here. 
Whilſt I am deprived of the Means of 
Grace and public Ordinances of Thy Wor- 
lhip, (which once I had greater Oppor- 
tunities to enjoy, and ſhould have made a 
better Uſe of,) let me enjoy the Influen- 
ces of Thy Preſence, and the Aids of Thy 
Holy Spirit to fanRify and comfort my 
Soul, Grant, O God, that I may always 
haye ſuch a Frame and Temper of _ 

whi 
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whilft J am here; and in my whole Be ; 
haviour act after ſuch a Manner, as is ſuit- | 
able to my Circumſtances, and becoma Wl - 
one that hopes to meet with Merey either 


from God or Man. Make me to knoy 

the Wickedneſs of my Heart, and to te 
pent ſincerely of the Wickedneſs of my 
fe, eſpecially of thoſe Sins which more 


immediately have brought me into this 


Condition ; for I am taken in my oun 
Naughtineſs. 

I am here waiting and expeQting the 
Time of my Trial before an earthly judge, 
O! that it might pleaſe Thee, in whoſe 
Hands are the Hearts of all Men, ſo to 
order it by Thy Providence, that I may 
eſcape temporal Puniſhment, unleſs it bc 
neceſſary for Thy Glory, and the Public 
Good, and the Good of my Soul in par- 
ticular, And if I ſhall receive any Puniſh- 
ment leſs than Death, Lord, grant it may 
be greatly for my Good: I earneſtly pray, 
if it may agree with Thy Will, that my 
Life may be ſpared, and that I may yet 
have longer Time on Earth, to repent in, 
and to honour God in, and to work out 
my Salvation; but if herein my Requeſt 
be denied me, (as it will 1 in Thee, 0 
God, to deny me,) yet for Thy infinite 
Mercy's Sake, for the Sake of our Lord 
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Jeſus Chriſt, who died to ſave poor mi- 
lerable Sinners, grant that my temporal 
Puniſhment, though with Death it fel, 
may be a Means effeQtuall „by Thy Grace, 
in order to my eſcaping that eternal Death 
and Puniſhment, which my Sins have de- 
ſerved : However it may fare with me at 
Man's Tribunal, grant unto me that I may 
find Mercy of the Lord when I ſtand be- 
fore his Judgment Seat, If it may pleaſe 
Thee, O God, yet to ſpare my Life, and 
bring me out of this Place, I humbly re- 
folve that, for the future, I will ſpend ali 
the Days of my Life, in ſerving Thee in 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs before Thee. 
This my Reſolution I here make in humble 
Dependance upon, and with hearty Deſires 
of Thy divine Grace and Strength, to en- 
able me to fulfil it. Hear this Prayer and 
anſwer it, and do more for me now and 
hereafter, for my Body, and eſpecially for 
my Soul, than J have asked or can deſire, 
for the Sake of our Lord peu Chriſt ; in 


whoſe Name and Words I deſire deyoutly 
to lay, | 


Our Father, Rc. 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer to be uſed by Debtors in Pri. 
ſon, eſpecially if they are ſuch who by 

| their own Fault have brought them. 
ſelves to Poverty and Miſery. 


O Almighty and moſt merciſul Lord 
God, whoſe Eyes are in every Place, 
beholding the Evil and the Good; the 
darkeſt Dungeon can't hide from Thee, 
and poor Sinners under the cloſeſt Con- 
finement of their Bodies, have Liberty to 
come unto the Throne of Grate to obtain 
Mercy, and find Grace to help in Time 
of Need. I humbly pray for Thy Grace 
to make me duly ſenſible of, and ſorry for 
the Sins of my Heart, and Tongue, and 
Life: All of which are perfectly known 
to Thee. O ſet them net in the Light of 
Thy Countenance, neither enter into Jade. 
ment with me for them: for Lord, if 
thou ſhouldeſt mark Iniquity, who ca" 
ſtand? Spare me, O God, who deſire to 
confeſs my Faults, help me ſo to confeſs 
and forſake my Sins, that I may have 
Mercy. With Grief and Shame I here 
make my Confeſſion before Thee, of my 
many Sins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion, 
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and the ſeyeral Circumſtances which they 
have been attended with, that greatly, ag- 
erayate them. (e For theſe and other 
Sins J have been guilty, of, which I can- 
not now remember, or reckon up, I juſtly 
deferve not only the Miſeries I endure un- 
der this Confinement, , but to be caſt into 
the Priſon of Hell, and to lie there of 
Ever under Thy Wrath, with ut "ar y 
Hope of Redemption. I adore the di- 
vine Patience, Which yet is extended to 
me, and earneſtly deſite kt Grace, to 
cnable me ſo to improye the Time of Th 

Long-ſuffering, that at laſt I may obtain 
eternal Salyation, * In order to this End, 
for. the Sake of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
give me that true Repentance and Faith 
which ſhall be accompanied with thy free 
Forgiveneſs of all my Sins; arid help me, to 
improve the reſt of my Time, and the So- 
litude and Affliction of this Priſon, and al 
thoſe Helps which Thy Goodneſs ſhall af- 
lord unto me, that I may be made Par- 
taker of ' Thy Holineſs, and meet to park 
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(e) Here let th 
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ve, he made as free and full s Confeſſion 
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(ary), - 
rake of the Inheritance of the” Sainte i 
Li 7 
moſt gracious God, Thou art th 
Helper of the ber enable me . 
the , oo venicncies of this Place, 
keep me from learning or 9 8 rr 
Sins which are committed by others her 
Whilſt I am deprived of . Means d 
Grace and public Otd inances of Thy Wa- 
ſhip, (which once 'T had Freater 
tunities to enjoy, and ſhotild have mace 
better Uſe of,) let me enjo ay the Tnflues 
ces of Thy Plucis and the Aids of Th 
Hoy 8 nit to ſanctify and comfort m 
wok, O God, that I may alwi 
deut ſuch a Frame ald Temper of Mind 
whilſt I am here; and in my Whole Be. 
ha viour act after ſuch a Manner, 4s is ſuit 
able to my Circumſtances, and becomes 
one that hopes to meet With Mercy eitbef 
from God or Man. Make me to knov 
the Wickedneſs of my Heatt, and to . 
pent ſincerely of the W ickedpels' of my 
Life, elpecially of rhofe” Sins which mor 
immediately have brought me into thi 
Condition; fer I am talen in 1 cui 
hblineſs. _ 
HEA K this Prayer a and 


do more for me now FR hereafter, = 


(015) 3 
Body, and eſpecially for my Soul, than 1 
on asked or can defire, for the Sake of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; in 'whoſe Name 


6 WIX 
0 aeg 0 Im df 1 HE BI » 
0 Our Father, &c. 
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ſs 2 

Prayer for 


the Poor, and deſpiſeſt not th 
Priſoners, and haſt beard many who 
have cried unto Thee is their Trouble, 
and ſaved them out of Their | Diſtreſſes, 
when they ſat in Darkneſs and the Shadow 
of Death, being bound in AfﬀiicFion a 
os : Let Thy pardoning Mercy forgive 
my Sins, thoſe worſt of Debts, on the 
Account of which I am liable every Mo- 
ment to the Arreſt and Puniſhment-of 
Thy divine Juſtice. | Thy Mercies are in- 


r ET 


* 


7 


1 
f hnitely greater than thoſe of Men; and 
therefore though I ſnould not find Mer- 
„ey, but only Seyerity from Man, yet Thy 

tender Mercies be extended to me; and if 
i be Thy bleſſed Will, fo incline Thou 


the Hearts of my Creditors, that they 
12 may 


1 
RRQ wat 
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(116) 
m pity my deplorable Caſe, (c) and c 
ſent my /Releaſc. - Thus Lord, — 2 1. 
out of Priſon, and I will traiſe Ty 
Name. Lord forgive me all the * 
and Injury I have done ignorantly, an 
careleſſy, or defignedly to on Man what- 
ſoever; and may Thy Bleſling and Boun- 
ty make up the * es they aan thro 


my Means, and incline their Hearts to 

forgive me. And mercifally forgive al 
thoſe who have acted unjuſtly, or ps ſe- 
verely with me; forgive them, and bel 
me conſtantly. to forgive them, as I? nov 
do. Teach me Contentment, and help 


me to exerciſe proper Chriſtian. Virtues i r 
every State and Condition of Life. 1 
humbly Thank Thee for Thy Gtace, by 
which: 1 am inclined and reſol ved ta be 
haneſt to all my Creditors, according: to 
my Ability; and O that Thy wile; and 
— Providence might ſo order my Af 
fairs; and bleſs me in this World; WA 
may have more Ability to compentatc 
pthers for the Wrongs L have done them, 
or the RV Ie havi © Rn oe 
VI 14% oft (16H 1999 e TEK 
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0% Ali, and ib of my Fainily, in . Caſe' the 1 
bave a Family that needs bis "Se To 27182 Hy. ind 


4 


en) ®: 
ind grant me Grace to be always: willing! 
and deſirous to do 8 * 200g —— 
all Grace, ſupply all my Need according 
to Thy Riches in Glory, by Chrift Jeſus. 


: 
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Our Father, &. 


* 
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A General Prayer in the Method of the 
Lord's-Prayer..' 


EAR me, O God of all Power, 
Thou God of Heaven, who art able 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we can ask or think. Thou, Father of 
Mercies, who art rich in Mercy to all. 
that call upon Thee, to Thee I come with 
humble Reverence, and holy Confidence, . 
and bow my Knee before Thee, the Gd 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus; Chriſt, and 
in him Our Father which art in Heavens 
Grant that the one only living and true 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be 
known, and worſhipped, and glos ifed 
throughout the whole, Werd: That TYAN 
glorious Attributes of Wildom, and Jus 
ſtice, and Holineſs, and Goodaels,o be 
diſplayed, that all may ſcez and,qwy an 
I 3 | honour 
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161189) | 
honour them. Let all the Diſcoyerie 
Thou art pleaſed to make of Thy {elf 
by Works or Word, be duly eſteemed and 
reverenced, and whatever belongs to Thy 
moſt ſacred Majeſty be ſanQtified. Hal. 
lowed be thy Name. Thou art the Al. 
mighty Creator, and the rightful Ruler 
of all Things; grant that all that-doth 
oppoſe Thy Authority and Government 
in the World, and particularly in ny 

Soul may be brought down. Let Satan 
fall down like Lightning from Heaven; 
let his Kingdom be deſtroyed, and the 
Kingdoms of this World be the Lotds: 
80 diſpoſe of Thinge, O God, by the 
Rule of Thy Providence, that the King 
dom of Thy Grace may be more and more 
advanced and eſtabliſhed, and the King: 
dom of Thy Glory be haſtened. T6 
. Kingdom come. All Thy Werds, O God, 
are true, and all Thy Commands are Right 
and all Thy Works are Good. \As'Thy 
Will is immutable, ſo it is unblameable; 
as tis the Rule of Thy AQings, ſo it 
and ought to be the Rule of our Duty: 
O that all Men here below might uf 
ſatisfiecd with Thy Dealings, ad xnon 
amd do Thy Cemmands as the Angels 0 
in Heater, Bo, O Lord, Thy Will 


I, 4 
474 


„ 
Forgive us our Treſpaſſes as "we forgiy 
them that treſpaſs againſ ur. Aud 
Lord, as I humbly beg Pardon for ny 
Sins paſt. ſo I carneſtly pray for the Git 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and his ſanQifying 
Influences, to keep me, eſpecially fron 
preſumptuous Sins, for the Time to cone; 
and let Thy good Providence either keey 
me from being tempted, or let Thy Grace 
preſerve me when I am tempted. © Leal 
aus not into Temptation, but deliver u 
from Evil. Deliver me from the eri 
one, from the Evil of this World, from 
the Evil of my own Heart, and from 
every evil Word or Work, and preſerve 
me , unto thy heavenly Kingdom, For 
thine is the Kingdom, and Thou haſt ſo- 
vereign Right to demand all Glory, and 
do Thy Pleaſure. The Power, and Thou 
art able to do what Thou wilt. And 
the Glory, which I deſire may be adyan- 
ced in granting theſe my Petitions, and 
that For ever and ever; and therefor: 
beg Leave, in Faith and Hope, as wells 


with earneſt Deſire, to ſay, Amen j 05 
V 
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Sentence of Death. 
MOST righteous and merciful Lord 


Judge of the World; I humbly own Thy 
Juſtice, as alſo that of Man, in bringing 
me under that Condemnation, which by 
my own Sins and Offences I have deſer- 
ved, and have none to blame ſo much as 
myſelf. Thou art righteous, O God, but 
I have ſinned. ' In the midſt of Judgment 
be pleaſed to remember Mercy; and ſuffer 
me not to ſeek Thee in vain: It were 


mity, and not anſwer me, though I ſhould 
make many Prayers in this my Diſtreſs, 
becauſe Thou haſt called, and I have re- 
fuſed, and have ſet at Nought Thy Coun- 
els, and regarded Iniquity in my Heart, 
and practis d it in my Life, and turned a- 
way my Ears from hearkening to Thy 
Law, Tis very late, O Lord, O let it 
not be too late, that I now ſeek unto 
Thee. I am deeply affected with the Ter- 
ors of Death approaching, and concern- 
ed greatly at the awful Thoughts of Thy 


APRAYER for Criminals under the 


God, the Creator, and Ruler, and- 


moſt juſt in Thee now to laugh at my Cala- 


ſtrict 


| 
| 
4 
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| (122) 
ſtrict and righteous Judgment, and be. 
lie ving the future State of Rewards and 
Puniſhments, being ſenſible alſo of ny 
great and many Sins; I am greatly afrii 
of Thy Wrath, which is revealed fron 
Heaven againſt all Unrighteouſneſs and 
Ungodlineſs, and in particular is threat- 
ned againſt ſuch Sins as I have lived in 
which I now deſire, with Shame and Grief 
of Soul, humbly to confeſs before Thy 
Throne of Grace.* Believing Thy Word, 
and in particular the Threatnings thereof 
and being moved with Fear, I defire noy 
to provide an Ark, a Place of Security 
for the ſaving of my Soul, to fly for Re- 
fuge unto Thy Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, the 
only Hope that is ſet before poor Sinner. 
I beg Thy Grace, O merciful God, that 
may excite good Deſires in me, and put 
me upon, and aſſiſt me in due Endeayour, 
to eſcape the Wrath to come, and obtain 
Thy Salvation. O let me not neglect the 
great Work I have to do, or be diverted 
from it by any temporal Concernments; 
O grant me that godly Sorrow which 
worketh Repentance never to be repent- 


rr 
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* Here let him be as particular and full 4 poſſi 
in a free Confeſſion of all paſt Sins, eſpecially that Sin, # 
" zboſe Sins, for which he is condemned, © | 10 q 


(123) 
tance, which is unto Life, and which 
Chriſt is exalted at Thy Right Hand a 
2 Prince and Saviour to give, as well as 
Remiſſion of Sins. I hope I can ſay, it 
is not only the Fear of Death and Hell 
which now drives me to Thy Throne; 
but that the Encouragements given to 
poor Sinners in the Goſpel, to hope for 
Mercy, draw me to Thee. I have heard 
in Thy Goſpel of Thy gracious Calls and 
Invitations to poor Sinners to return, and 
the great and precious Promiſes that Thou 
haſt made to them, if they will return; 
and how ſome great Sinners have been 
fayourably accepted when they did repent; 
in particular of that penitent Malefactor, 
who was crucified with our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour ; O turn Thou me, and I ſhall be 
turned; accept a poor returning Sinner, 
that does turn unto Thee with his whole 
Heart and Sonl, though tis late, very 
late indeed. I know that neither my 
Tears, my Prayers, nor my Repentance, 
nor all I can do or ſuffer in this World, 
can make Compenſation or Satisfaction to 
Thy divine Juſtice, or atone for my Sins; 
but yet J hope in Thy Mercy, becauſe 1 
have heard of Thy Love in ſending Thy 
only begotten Son into this World, that 
5 BvB hoſoe ver 
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lieve in him; for whoſe Sake Thou art 


| make farther Reſtitution than I ha ve done: 


(124) 
whoſoever belicycth in him might not pe- 
riſh, but have everlaſting Life; And that 
he hath offered himſelt unto God, for 
poor Sinners, an Offering and a Sacrifice, 
to make Attonement ; which alſo has been 
accepted for all that do repent and be- 


willing to be reconciled to the greateſt 
Offenders, according to the Terms of the 
Goſpel. O therefore, by thy Holy Sp- 
rit, fulfil in me the whole good Pleaſure 
of Thy Goodneſs, and the Work of Faith 
with Power; and give me all thoſe Things 
which are neceſſary to Pardon, and Salva- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt. Bring my Soul to 
a full and entire conſent to Chriſt, as my 
Teacher, Lord, and Saviour, and help 
me to confide and truſt in him, and his 
Merits and Interceſſion alone. May I be 
able, by I hy Grace, to improve all Helps 
afforded to me, and ayoid all Hindrances 
laid in my Way to a due Preparation for 
Death. Let my Confeſſions be acceptable, 
and my Convictions effectual; Let me ob- 
tain Forgiveneſs of God, and have the 
Prayers of good Men, as J forgive all that 
have done or deſired any Evil to me; and 
beg Thy Mercy towards thoſe I have in- 
Jured, heartily bewailing that I cannot 


May 


( oy ) 1 5 
May Sinners be warned by the ſad Bu 
ample of my Sufferings, eſpecially my 
Acquaintance and panions in Sin. O 
Lord God, I believe and confide i that 


faithful Say ing, which is worthy of all 


Acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into 
the World to ſave: Sinners, of whom I 
acknowledge I am one of the greateſt and 
vileſt ; yet knowing Thy Mercies and dur 
Redeemer's Merits are more and greater 
than my Sins; give me leave to hope 
therein, and to commend my Soul into 
Thy moſt merciful Hande Bord, fear 
me, and graciouſly pardon me, and ndcept 
me, and. grant that though L ſuffer Juſtice 
in this World, I may obtain Mercy in the 
World to come. I pray and hope for 
this only for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt out 
Lord and Saviour; who in great Condeſ- 
cenſion tauglit his Diſciples to ſay, Our 
Father which art in Heaven, &cy i! 10: 
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' eee MIEBR- I 
A PRAYER before the Sacyameht. 
LMIGH'TY and moſt *merdiful 

Father, who of thine infinite Com- 
paſſion to loft Mankind, haſt been gu- 
ciouſly pleaſed to ſend-: thy Son ſeſus 
Chriſt into the World to redeem i from 


— 


Sin 


8 
Sin and Miſery, and through his Suffs 
rings to reconcile ug to thy Fovour: F 
theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings, I moſt hum 
bly: deſire to ſhew forth y unfeignel 
Thanks in the manner which my Savyiout 
himſelf has inftituted and appointed: In 
Remembrance therefore of all that he hu 
done and ſuffered for me, I approach ha 
Holy Table, and in humble Confidence 
of his Merits, I preſume to implore thit 
Pardon which he died to procure for e: 
Accept, O merciful God, of the Atone- 
ment which he hat made for me; and let 
his Bloods whichowas the Seal of thy gre 
cious Covenant, turn away the Vengeance 
due to my Tranſgreſſions: Intercede, 0 
holy Jeſus, at the Seat of Mercy forme: 
O Thou that takeſt away the Sins of 
the World, receive my Prayer, and offet 
it up before the Throne of Grace; that 
for thy Sake my Repentance may be a 
cepted, and through thy Merits I may 
be again reſtored to the Divine Favout; 
and continue it unto my Life's Rnd, Gnut 
me, O God, all thoſe Graces which may 
make we a worthy: Receiver:of this H 
Sacrament : Let the Sufferings of My. 
dearly beloved Son ſet before me, the 
heinous and dreadful Nature of Sin, Which 
required ſo great a Sacrifice to atone for 


it; 
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(+127 ) 
it ; and let the amazing Love of my Sa- 
viour, in thus offering himſelf up, for my 
Sins, raiſe in me a due Senſe of the Ob- 
ligations J am under to love and o 
him all the Days of my Life: Enliv 
my Faith in thy Promiſes; confirm 
Hopes in thy Mercy, pardon all my 
Tranſgreſſions, and enable me to 
the Vows which I now renew u o thee, 
of a more carefal Obedience 'for the fa 
ture; * _ me 1 2 my Sayiour's Sake, E. 
and after his Example, to forgive 8 
nemies, and to love all Wat ak 
thus being reconciled to Thee, "at Peace 
in ny own Mind, and in Charity with all 
the World, I may be a meet and accep- 
table Partaker of this holy Sacrament, and 
may obtain all the Benefits of Chriſt's 
Paſſion: Grant, O God, unto me, who 
am unworthy of thie leaſt of thy Mer- 
cies, theſe the greateſt of thy B 
for the Sake, and through the*Merits &* 
him who died to purchaſe them for me, 
even thy Son * Chriſt out . old. 


2110! 
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4 PRAYER at 2 
7 Deſir ire to adore and pt oy he my 


moſt . gracious God, 19 7 * 
mable Love, in tbe Redemption 5f 85 
World by Sur Lord Jeſus, Chriſt; © 
that Thou., aſt afforded me an O 81. 
18 of remembring that Love, 
taking of the Bleſſing and Ba 

which are there diſp eng to the you 


Om God, to rlorm. the venan 14 
have renewed 4 thar . Lab be Fong Fat 
Sally, to. i Toft {af Ot bediencs, and 
Newneſß e Yd n, £00 Pe 
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not un eakneſſes, 
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to 23 15 and make them ſincere Fun 
0 | Life: Let the, Rememb ra | 
"of the dying Love of wy Saviour, ene 

forth influence all my Thoughts, Wok 

and Actions, Keep me from all Th 35 
that may hurt re; from wang, $47 4 
from diſtruſtful, anxious Cares, fleſb- 
ly Luſts; preſerve me ſtedſaſt in the Ways 


9 Truth and * of Mee kneſs and 
Charity, 


((-129)) 

Charity, of Religion and Virtue all 
the Days of ny Life here upon Earth ʒ 
and at length, of thy infinite Mercy, rant 
ne an Entrance into thy cverlaſting 
dom in Heaven, through the Merits and: 
Mediation of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, iy 


hath taught us to pray, laying. 7 | 0 
Our Father, &. is 
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W Prayerk: at the Hour of 


| Death. 

() GOD, unto; ;- 5A uy 0 
open, all Deſires known, and from 

whom no Secrets are hid; cleanſe + the 
Thoughts of aur Hearts by, the Inſpira- 
ton of thy Holy Spirit, that we may. 
perfectly love Thee, and worthily magni- 
ly. thy Holy Names Wee Chriſ aur 
Lord, Amen. | 
IN the midſt of Life we are in Death, 
of whom may we ſeek for Succout ʒ but 
of thee, O Lord, who Sager 8 art juſt- 
V difpleaſed 2. 97 : alt. Ms 
1E T, O Lord. Gal. Fir Le Q 
Lad moſt mighty, 9 Haly and moſt mer- 
Gful Saviour, deliver eee 
* eternal Death. Yay l 


* rigs. 
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THOU knovweſt, Lord, the Secrets 
of our Hearts; ſhut not thy merciful 
Ears to our Prayers; but ſpare us Lo 
moſt Holy, O God molt mighty, O Holy 
and moſt merciful Saviour, Thou moſt 
worthy Judge eternal, ſuffer us not at ow 
laſt Hour, for any Pains of Death to fil 
from Thee. 


— 


General Interceſſions for Pardon and A. 
| Ceptance. 


LORD, we beſeech Thee merci- 
fully hear our Prayers, and if 
all thoſe who confeſs their Sins unto Thee, 
yet they whoſe Conſciencies by Sin are ac- 
cuſed, by thy merciful Pardon may be 
abſolved, through Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
O moſt mighty God, and merciful Fa- 
ther, who haſt Compaſſion upon all Men, 
and hateſt nothing that Thou haſt made, 
who. wouldeſt not the Death of a Sinner, 
but that he ſhould rather turn from his 
Sin and be ſaved; mercifully forgive 40 
our Treſpaſſes; receive and comfort us 
who are grieved and weariĩed with the 
Burden: of our Sins. 
IH I Property is always to have Mei- 
ey; to Thee only it appertaineth to 4 
r j gl 
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gire Sins. Spare us therefore good Lord, 
ſpare #s, whom Thou haſt redeemed; en- 
ter not into Judgment with thy Servants, 
who are vile Earth, and miſerable Sinners; 
but ſo turn thine Anger from 45, who 
meekly acknowledge our Vileneſs, and 
truly repent us of our Faults; and {© 
make Haſte to help. us in this World, that 
we may ever live with Thee in the World 
to Come, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 

TURN Thou «4s O good Lord, and 
ſo ſhall we be turned. Be favourable, O 
Lord, be fayourable to thy Servants. For 
thou art a merciful God, full of Com- 
paſſion, long ſuffering, and of great Pity. 
Thou ſpareſt when wwe deſerve Puniſhment, 
and in tliy Wrath thinkeſt upon Mercy. 
Spare us good Lord, ſpare us, and let us 
not be brought to Confuſion. Hear ws Q 
Lord, for thy Mercy. is great, and after 
the Multitude of thy Mercies, lock upon 
vs, through the Merits and Mediation of 
y bleſſed Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 

en. 

O God merciful Father, that deſpiſeſt 
not the Sighing of a contrite Heart, nor 
the Deſire of ſuch as be ſorrowful; mer- 
cifully aſſiſt our Prayers that we make 
before Thee in all our Troubles and Ad- 
K 2 verſities 
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11432) 
verſities, whenſoeyer they opprels us, 
And graciouſly hear us, that. thoſe Eyi 
which the Craft and Subtility of the 
Devil, or Man, worketh againſt ve, be 
brought to Nought, and by the Provi 
dence of thy Goodneſs they may be diſ- 

rſed ; That we thy n being 

urt by no Perſecutions, may EVcrmore 
give Tt hanks unto Thee in thy Holy 
Church, through” Jeſus Chriſt {x Tol 

0 Lord, ariſe, help us, and euer Ws 
fo thy Name's r 

O God, we have heard with our Ean, 
and our Fathers have declared ' unto 4, 
the noble Works that Thou didſt in theit 
Days, and in the old Time before Them. 

O Lord, ariſe, help us, and deliver 11 
for thine Honour, 1 | 

6LORI be to the Father, and i 0 the 
Son, and tothe Holy Ghoſt e 

Anſw. As it was in the Beginning, i 
now, and ever all be, „ W LE without 
End, Amen. 

WE humbly beſeech Thee's 0 Fathe, 
mercifufly to look upon o Tnfirmitie, 
and for. the Glory of thy Name, turm from 
4s all thoſe Erils that we-moſt righteout- 
ly have Roe. and grant, that in al 
our Troubles, may put of Whole 


Träſt nd Conde in thy Mercy, and 
* 2 1184 * \ 4d 239 1 eherne, 
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(6133) 
evermore ſerve Thee in Holineſs and Pure- 
neſs of Living, to thy Honour and Glory, 
through our'only Mediator and Ailvecate, 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen.. 

O mercifal God, the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Reſurrection 
and the Life; in whom whofoever: be- 
lieyeth, ſhall live though he die; and 
whoſoever liveth and believeth in Him, 
ſhall not die eternally - Ve meekly bes 
ſeech Thee, O Father, to raiſe #s from 
the Death of Sin, unto the Life of Right= 
eouſneſs; that when wwe: ſhall depart” this 
Life, we may reſt in Him; and that at 


wn. OS O07 $3 TO» ©» ©» => 


the general Reſurrection, in the laſt Day, 
we may be found acceptable in thy Sight, 
and receive that Bleſſing which thy well 
beloyed Son / ſhall then pronounce to all 
that love and fear Thee, Saying, Come, ye 
bleſed Children of ny Father, receive the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the Be- 
—.— g of the World. Grant this, e 
eech Thee, O merciful Father, through 
Jo Chrift our Mediator and Redeenier, 
, IL IFGRMI 
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4 For one that is troubled in Conſcion 


* 


BLESSED Lord, the Father of 
Mercies, and the God of all Com- 
fort, we beſeech Thee look down in Pity 
and Compaſſion upon this thy afflicted Sei- 
vant. Thou writeſt bitter Things againſ 
him, and makeſt him to poſſeſs his forme 
Iniquities ; thy Wrath lieth hard u 
him, and his Soul is full of Trouble : Bur 
O merciful God, who haſt written th 
Holy Word for our Learning, - that we 
through Patience and Comfort of thy Holy 
Scriptures, might have Hope; give him a 
right Underſtanding of hamſelf, and of 
thy Threats and Promiſes, that he may 
neither caſt away his Confidence in Thee, 
nor place it any where but in Thee. Give 
him Strength againſt all his Temptations, 
and heal all his Diſtempers, Break not 
the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoak- 
ing Flax Shut not up thy tender Mei- 
cies in Diſpleaſure, but make him to hear 
of Joy and Gladneſs, that the Bones which 
Thou haſt broken, may rejoice. Deliver 
him from the Fear ef the Enemy, and 
lift up the Light of thy Countenance up- 
| on 


(38) 4 
on him, and give him Peace, through the 
Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt 


Lord, Amen. | 


na . 


A Prayer for the Grace of Repentance. 


LMIGHTY God, in whoſe Hands 

are the Hearts of Men as the Rivers 
of Water, accept our Prayers in the Be- 
half of a miſerable Sinner, who is himſelf 
unworthy to look up to Thee for Mer- 
cy, Take from him all Ignorance and 
Hardneſs of Heart, and grant unto hin, 
that Repentance by which he may eſcape 


the Damnation of Hell. Sanctify to hm 


the Miniſtry of thy Word; let it be 
quick and powerful, piercing to every 
Corner of his Soul, and caſting down. every 
Imagination, that exalteth itſelf againſt 
Thee, and bringing into Captivity every 
Thought to the Obedience of .Chrilt. 
Give him a thorough Conviction of Hie 
wicked Doings, an awful Senſe of thy 
Majeſty, and dreadſul Apprehenſions of 
thy Severity to ungodly Sinners. Yep 
fer not, O God, the Terors;of thy Wrath 


to lay ſuch Hold upon him, as to leave 5 
bim without Hopes of Mercy, ka 


the Merits of Jeſus his Redeemer. , To 
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Him let him Alec as to an Antior Gi and 
ſtedfaſt; and ip this great Work, (ft 
which there is now but little Time remain 
ing) let thy Aids from above be _propa- 
tioned not to hzs Deſerts, but to hr Ne- 

ceſſities. Let thy Holy Spirit come upon 
him, and work in him mightily 3 Eqlight- 
ening in him what is dark; ftrength bening 
in him what is weak and 'feeble'; Yin 
Virtue to eyery good "Thought, ard Pro- 
feſſion to eyery Beginning. That 
recovering himſelf from the "Snare. of the 
Devil, by which he hath hitherto been hell 
in Bondage, he may depart this World 
with Truſt and Colfolathhi in Thee, for 
Jekus args Sake, Po OREN 


13 y #4; "3. & wo 
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tion. ; 
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0* HO LY" Lord God, oe by thy 
Juſt and wiſe Providence, doth bring 
Siriners to Shame and Puniſhment in this 
preſent Life, That Thou 0 5 g 
thers from. evil Ways, 
Souls in the Pay of 0 Hur 2 8 1 
BY lock down, upon th#s thy, Ser dan, 
Pho now humbleth himſelf. before Thee ce, 
kes thy * "He with 


anon 


"5, * ED. 
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Sorrow and Shame confeſſes it would be 
juſt with Thee, ſhould Death eternal be 
the Wages of 51s Sins, and — 
Sorrow the Recompence of  þzs Iniq 

For he has flighted 705 Mercy, 2 

ſed thy Goodnels, ae" ſtopt Mer Ears to 
all thy Calls and Admonitions to Repen- 
tance. He hath hardened himſelf againſt 
Conviction, and gone on from Time to 
Time to work all Uncleammeſs and Thi 
quity with Greedineſs! But O Thou 'who 
willeft n6t the Death of a" Sinner, but 
rather that he ſhould repent and live; 
pardon ard forgive him, and Tet him find 
Mercy in this his Time of Need. Par- 
don we earneſtly. entreat Thee, his wil- 
ful and his heedleſs Follies; 58 Errors, 
and hig crying and notorious Sins; par- 
ticularly that for which he is now to die. 
O Lord, Thou God of Mercy, who art 
abundant ! in Goodneſs, look-upon him, as 
made clean by the Blood of Chriſt / Bury 
his Sins in his Grave; and thongh this 
have riſen againſt him to his Condemna- 
tion here, ſuffer them not to tiſe to hir 
Condemnation hereafter, but let him be 
bleſſed among them whoſe Unrighteouſ- 
neſs is forgiven, and whoſe Sin is covered. 
And grant to all that are Witneſſes" 6f 


this and ſuch like fad Examples, . 
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(138) 
they may take Warning by them, and 


not come into the ſame Condemnation, 
Let all Men every where abide in the 
Calling wherein they are called, with $6- 
briety, Induſtry and Contentedneſa Stop 
the Growth of Profaneneſs and Immora- 
lity. Secure in the Hearts of all who 
profeſs thy Holy Name, that Reverence 
which is due to thy Wiſdom and Ordi- 
nances; that Peace and Truth, and Right- 
teouſneis may flouriſh in the Earth, and 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt be adorned in 
all Things. All which we beg for the 
ſame Jetus Chriſt's Sake our bleſſed S4- 
viour and Redeemer, Amen. 


* 


4 4 PRAYER for one who had 
been. a notorious wicked Liver. 


OTR God of infinite Goodneſs 
and Compaſſion, whoſe Mercies arc 
over all thy Works, who makeſt the 
Sun to ſhine, and the Rais to deſcend 
upon the unjuſt as well as the juſt, and 
art kind even to the moſt unthankful: 
We humbly beſeech Thee to look down 
in Mercy upon his thy unworthy Ser- 
want, who hath ſo long trampled upon 
the Riches of thy Goodneſs, not. * 


(139) 

ing that the Goodneſs of God leadeth to 
LET thy Rod therefore awaken bins 
now to a Senſe of hzs Condition, whom 
thy Goodneſs hath not reclaimed, and let 
him ſtill find Mercy at thy Hands, not- 
withſtanding his continual Abuſe of it. 

THOU haſt promiſed, O Lord, that 
when the wicked Man turneth away 
from his Wickedneſs that he hath com- 
mitted, and doth that which is lawful 
and right, he ſhall ſave bis Soul alive: 
O make good this thy Promiſe to thy 
Servant here, who ſtands in fo much 
need of it. pill 

HIDE thy Face from his Sins, and 
blot out all his Iniquities. Though they 
be red as Scarlet, yet do Thou make 
them white as Snow, by Repentance, 
which we beg of Thee to give him, and 
to accept, though late, for the Merits of 
thy dearly beloved Son. - | | 

SIMON Magus, though in the Gall 
of Bitterneſs, and the Bond of Iniqui- 
ty, was bid to repent, and to pray for 
Pardon, and therefore we hope the Gate 
of Life is ſtill open ſor our Brother, 
though he hath ſo long ſhut Himſelf out 
of it, by going on in a Courſe that lead= 
eth to the Chambers of Death. _ 
BLESSED 


(140) 
"BLESSED Lord, let thy errors 
at length awaken him out of this: 
gical Condition, before he is overtaken 
by thy Judgments. Afflict him hen, 
that Thou mayeſt ſpare him hereafter 
Break, Thou hrs ſtony Heart, that it 
may guſh out with Waters of Sorrow, to 
bewail his ill-ſpent Life; and. a8 Mar 
Magaalen's Tears, to waſh: away. the 
Stain and Filt hineſs of it. 
O quicken him to a Senſe of bt Duty, 
and hzs Danger, before it be too late. 
And when Thou haſt brought him to 
his right Mind, receive him, we beſeech 
Thee, as the compaſſionate Father did 
his Prodigal Son, or the Shepherd his loſt 
Sheep; or. as the Maſter of the Vine- 
yard admitted Labourers into his Service 
at: the eleventh Hour, and gave them an 
equal Reward with thoſe who had born 
the Heat and Burden of the Day; ſo we 
beſeech thee to admit this thy Servant . 
into the Fellowſhip of Chriſt's Flock, and 
give him the Rewards of thy more faith- 
ful Servants; out of the abundance'of the 
Riches of thy. Goodneſs to Ce Sin- 
ners, in Jeſus Chriſt. 
AND as the . A 
are lively Significations of thy unbounded 
ä and were written for our E 
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fort and Inſtruction, that none ſhould de- 

of Pardon; ſo wich the greater Con- 
— we now. recommend hig our diſ- 
treſſed Brother to thy Divine Protection 


paſt, 


beſeeching thee, to forgive all that is 
and to, waſh him with the Blood of thy 
Son, and to receive him at laſt into thy 
reſin Raten Annen. N 


8 
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LY God. Almighty, who art. the 
Father of. our Spirits, and who turn. 
eſt the Hearts .of Men as: Thou pleaſelt, 


who haſt Mercy on hm Thou — 
have Mercy, apdrwhom, Thou wilt Thos - 


hardeneſt ! Let thy merciful Ears be open; 
we pray Thee, to the Supplications which 
we now offer to thy Divine Majeſty, in 
the Behalf of +his thy'Servant, uho ape 
pears utterly inſegſible of it Sin 
Folly, and on whom all means to lead. bow 
to repentance, have hitherto ſeemed. vain 
and ineffectual. Take from him We humbly, 

entreat Thee, all Ignorance and Hardnels 
of Heart; Remove trom him all 5 N 
dice againſt, and Contempt thy ſacred, 


Word and Miniftsy,; Teri ec n 


derſtanding, and he ſhall yet live. Thou 
that canſt revive Souls which are dead in 
Sin and Treſpaſſes, and make even ſuch 


1 
make a Moct of Sin, but be ſenſible the 
the Wiſdom he has hitherto gloried in 
is the greateſt and moſt dangerous Fol, 
Open Thou 5515 Eyes, that he trig 
the wonderful Things of thy Law. Shey 
thy Mercy upon him, and grant him thy 
Salvation. Convince him of the Srafulneſ 
of Sin, and the Vanity and Mainch, u 
well as Danger of his paſt Ways. 
HIS Underſtanding, we fear, is now 
darkened, and his Heart hardened thro 
the Deceitſulneſs of Sin: O do Thou en- 
lighten his dark Mind, and let him at laſt 
ſee the Beauties of Holineſs, which have 
been ſo long hid from his Eyes. Take 
from him this Stony Heart, and give hm 
a Heart of Fleſh. Awaken his flumber- 


ing and inattentive Soul, that it may de- 


light in Things agrecable to it's Nature, 
and be employed in Things that make for 
it's cyerlaſting Peace. O give him Un- 


as lie in the Grave of Corruption, to be- 
come glorious Saints, and even Martyn 
for Religion, hear our Prayers for our 


Brother, who ſeems to be on the Brink 


of Deſtruction; and pity poor Sinners 
that haye not Pity on themſel ves. 


(143) 

'TIS the Unhappineſs of a long liv- 
ng in, and being accuſtomed to Sin, that 
we are not ſoon made ſenſible of our Er- 
ors, nor eaſily made to know them. "Tis 
the Pride of our Nature to be loth to ac- 
knowledge our Faults, and to confeſs out 
Sins : But let thy Grace, O God, teac 
us to deny this ungodly Luſt. Do Thou 
pull down in us all high and vain Imagi- 
nations. Cruſh and Suppreſs all proud 
Thoughts and haughty Opinions of our- 
ſelves. Give us all, and particularly thy 
Servant whom we are now interceeding. 
for, a Senſe of our own Vileneſs. Give us 
unfeigned Repentance for all the Errors ol 
our Life paſt: that being caſt down, thou 
mayeſt raiſe us up, and become merciful. 
to us miſerable Sinnes. 
LET us all find, by bleſſed Experience, 
that we grow in Grace, and in the 
Knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, anc 
that his Commandments are not grieuau : 


rr 


fire of our Souls, that ſo at the laſt wie 
may be preſented to Him, holy and un- 
1 and unreproveadle in his Sigh u. 

men. 28 Lt N 


to us, but rather the Delight and De- 
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ORD, What is Life dus a Va 
, which. appears for à "little 1. 
and then Dart eth away? Even at the 
ongeſt, how hort? And at tlie ſtrongeſt, 
— frail? And when we think ourſelves: 
moſt ſecure, yet we know not what a DA 
may bring forth to turn us out of all 2 
| how ſoon Thou may ' ſt/ come; befor we 
| are aware, to call us to our lit Account. 
[ ' QUICKLY: ſhall we be as Water 
ſpilt on the Ground, which cannot be 
gathered up again. Quickly ſhall: we be 
ſnatched away from hence, and our Place 
| here ſnall Know us no more for eve 
| OUR Bodies ſhall Ion: lie down in 
he Ses al our Souls be ſummoned 
to appear before the Tribunal of Chriſt, 
to rcceive our everlaſting Doom eithet to 
Bliſs or Woe 3: and yet; Oord, how do 
the Generality of Mank ind live in this 
| World, as "though: they were never 40- 
| lea ve it! How unmindful are we al of 
iÞ our latter End! How improvident of oui 
* Ti iene How W of our Souls, and 


C349) 
negligent in our Preparations for Eterni- 
ty! So that thou mighteſt juſtly cut us 
off in the midſt of our Sins, and our un- 


cparedneſs to appear before thee. But 
21 of all Comfort and Mercy, re- 


pr 
0 


member thy own Love to us in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and thy tender Mercies Which 
haye been ever of old. O remember 
how ſhort our Time is, and ſo teach us 
to number our Days, that we may apply 
our Hearts unto Miſdo m. 
LORD, what haye we to do in this 
World but to devote burſelves wholly to 
thy Service, and to make ready for the 
World to come? O that we may all of 
us be. mindful of this one Thing neceſſary, 
that we may finiſh our Work, before we 
kh our Cog e ee 0-5 ns, 
QUICKEN thy Servant, O 1 05 
into a powerful and ſerious Conſiderati 
of theſe Things, now thou haſt brought 
him into a more intimate Acquaintance 
with them. Inſtruct him, good Lord, and 
alliſt him in this great Work. of Prepara- 
tion to die. She him how to do it, and 
help bim with good Succeſs to perform it, 
that when the Time of bis Difſolution 
dw-eth near, he may haye nothing elſe 
to do, but to denen himſelf chearfully and 


member not our Sins againſt thee, but re- 
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now is before thee to confeſs thy Juſtice 
in making him a fad Example to othen 


eternal be the Wages of his Sins, and 
Iniquity. He has, we confels, O Lord, 


| Nightcd thy Mercy, and abuſed thy Good. 
_ nels, and has therefore no Reaſon to cx: 


(249) > 
ly into thy Hands, as into the 
Hands of a merciful Creator, chere to re. 
main with thee for ever in that - bleſſed 


Place, where Sin and Death ſhall be ns 
CT APRAYER for a Perſon condemn 


ed to. die, from Dr. IN EI. 


0 MOST juſt and holy Lord Gol, 
who bringeſt to Light the hidden 
Things of DarkneG, and by chy jſt m 


| wile Providence, doeſt bring Sin to Shame 


and Puniſh ment; diſappointing the Hopes 
of wicked Men; viſiting theit Sins upon 
them in this preſent Life, that thou 
mayeſt deter others from the Evil of then 
Ways, and fave their Souls in the Day 
of our Lord Jeſus: O Lord! in Mercy 
look down upon thit thy Servant, who 


He with Sorrow and Shame 'confeſles it 
would be juft with thee, ſhould Death 


eycrlaſting Sorrow the of hit 


- Cp'Þ i 

pect any other then to be made an ever 
laſting Sacrifice to thy Juſtice. - When 
thou haſt by the Miniſtry of thy Word, 
| and the Interpoſition of thy Providence 
called him to Repentanoe, h has ſtopt his 
Ears, and lighted thine Admonitions. O 
how juſt therefore would it be now with 
thee to ſtop thine Ears, and not to hear 
bim in this Day of Trouble, when Dif 
tres and Anguiſh are come upon him / 
How oft has he made a Mock of thy 
tender Offers of Grace and Mercy ? How 
juſt would it therefore be with thee to 
mock, now his Calamity is come upon 
bim, and when thy juſt Judgments have 
overtaken him ? He confeſſes that he hath 
hardened his Heart, notwithſtanding all 
thy Im pent and 


portunities to him to re 
lire: That he has ſtill gone on from one 
Wickedneſs to another, with Greedineſs 
ing over the Works of Darkneſs, and 
even hating to be reformed: That be 
-o —— broken his Baptiſmal 

ows and Engagements, and thereby gi- 
ven Encou t to the Enemies of 4 
moſt holy Faith, to blaſpheme and ſpeak 
ll of it: And that on theſe Accounts he 
has nothing to expect but that thou 
ſhouldft deal with him according to 576 
dns, and reward him according to the 

1 Multitude 


De. 


( 14d.) 
Multitude of his Offences. But thou, 0 
God, haſt been pleaſed to declate, that 
with thee is Mercy and plenteous Re- 
demptien: That thou willeſt not the 
Death of a Sinner, but rather that þ 
ſhould repent and live, Thou haſt 6 
loved the World, that thou gayeſt thy 
only begotten Son, that whoſoeyer would 
believe in him ſhould not periſh, but hare 
everlaſting Life. O let not hin, whon 
we are now commending to thy Mercy 
for ever periſh and be loſt. Though ly 
be one of the chiefeſt of Sinners, yet for 
thine own ſake, who delighteſt in ſhey- 
ing Mercy, for thy Son's Sake, who came 
on Purpoſe to call Sinners to Repentance, 
and ſhed even his Blood for the Remiſlion 
of Sins; have Mercy upon a poor Wretc 
that owns he deſerves eternally to di 
Pardon and forgive him, and let him find 
Mercy in this Bis Time of Need. Pu- 
don, we earneſtly. entreat thee, his wir 
ful and his heedleſs Follies, his Error 
and His crying and notorious Sins; pe 
cularly that for which he ig now to die. 
Lord, thou God of Merey, who art 
bundant in Goodneſs, have Pity on © 
Work of thine own Hands: Look 19 
on him as he is polluted. with 4 0 
Sins, and made 4 Partater of on 
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Men's, but have a Reſpe& to him thro' 
his Merits who came to take away the 
Sins of the World. Bury his Sins in hzs 
Grave, and however they may riſe in 
this World to ſhame him, let them never 
riſe in that which is to come, to con- 
demn him; and whatever he ſuffers here, 
let him be bleſſed hereafter, among them 
whoſe Unrighteouſneſs is forgiven, and 
whoſe Sin is covered. However Men 
may in the Execution of Juſtice, and to 
deter others from bcing guilty of the like 
Wickedneſs, kill his Body; let neither 
bis Body nor his Soul be deſtroyed in 
Hell, — let both be eternally ſaved, for 
Jeſus Chriſt his Sake, who died to fave 
Sinners, <A | | 
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COLL EG TS 8 for ſeveral. Graces 
For Faith. 1 


0! Bleſſed Lord, whom without Faith 
it is im poſlible to pleaſe ; let thy 
Spirit, J belizeh thee, work in me ſuch 
a Faith, as may be acceptable in thy 
Sight, even ſuch as worketh by Love. 
O let me not reſt in a dead incifeftual | 
Faith, but grant that it may be ſuch, as 
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may ſhew itſelf by 3 Works, that it 
— be that victorious "Faith wi ws may 
enable me to overcome the World, a 
conform me to the of that Chrit, 
on whom I believe; that ſo at the lat] 
may receive the End of my Faith, eve 
the Salvation of m Soul, by the fan 
Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. | 


For HOPE. 


Lord, who art the Hope of- al r 

Ends of the Earth, let we neue 
be deftitute of a well grounded Hope, 
nor yet poſſeſſed with à vain Pr 
tion: {i me not to think thon 
either be reconciled to my Sins, or woe 
my Repentance; but give me 1 beſeech 
thee, ſuch a Hope as may be anſwerable 
to the only Ground of Hope, re: 
miſes, and ſuch as may both encourage 
and ts me to purify me { from il 
Filthineſs both of iy 4 ant pirit ; — 
fo it may indeed become to 1 
chor of Ave Soul both fare and ftegfil, 
entring even within the Veil, whither thc 
PFore-runner is for me entered, even 
8 my vin and dlef 


eemer 
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For the LOVE of GOD. 
O Holy and gracious Lord, who art 

infinitely Lr in thyſelf, and 
infinitely bountiful and compaſſionate. to- 
wards me, I beſeech thee fatfer not my 
Heart to be ſo hardened through the De- 
ceitfulneſs of Sin, as to reſiſt ſuch Charms 
of Love; but let them make deep and 
laſting Impreſſions on my Soul, rr 
thou art pleaſed to require my Heart, an 
thou — haſt a Right to 7t; Oletm 2 
not be ſo ſacrilegiouſſy unjuſt, as to alie- 
nate any Part of it, but enable me to 
render it up whole and entire to thee. 
But, O my God, thou ſeeſt it is already 
uſurped; the World with its Vanitics 


Loy e, that 
Hato for thy 8 


tranſported. ry Ka 
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Place in thy Kingdom, yet, O Lord, de. 
ny me not to drink of thy Cup: Let ny 
have ſuch a Sincerity and Degree of 
Love, as may make me endure any Thing 
for thy Sake; ſuch a perfe& Love as m 
caſt out all Fear and Sloth too, that no- 
thing may ſeem to me too grievous to 
ſuffer, or too difficult to do, in obedience 
to thee ; that ſo expreſſing my Love by 
keeping thy Commandments, I may by 
thy Mercy, at laſt obtain that 

of Life which thou haſt promiſed to thoſe 
that loye thee, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. TOY | 


For SINCERITT. 


Holy Lord, who requireſt Truth in 
AZ the inward Parts, I humbly beſeech 
| thee to purge me from all Hypocriſy and 
Unſincerity. The Heart, O Lord, is de- 
ceitful above all Things, and my Heart is 
deceitful above all Hearts: O thou, who 
ſearcheſt the Heart and Reins, try u, 
and ſeek the Ground of wy Heart, and 
ſuffer not any accurſed Thing to lurk 
within me; but purify mg even with Fir 
ſo thou conſume my Droſs, O Lord, I car- 
not deceive thee, but I may moſt caſi!y 
deceiye myſelf. I beſeech thee, let 1 


not 
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not reſt in any ſuch Deceit, but bring 
me to a Sight and hatred of my moſt hide 
den Corruptions, that 7 may not cheriſh 
any darling Luft, but make an utter 
Deſtruction of every Amalelite. O ſuffer 
ne not to ſpeak Peace to my ſelf, when 
there is no Peace; but grant I may judge 
of my ſelf, as thou judgeſt of me, that I 
may never be at Peace with my ſelf; till 
I am at perfect Peace with Thee, and, by 
purity of Heart, be qualified to ſee Thee 


in thy Kingdom, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
n „ . 


For Devotion in PRATER. 


GRACIOUS Lord God, who not 
only permitteſt, but inviteſt ws, mi- 
ſerable and needy Creatures, to preſent 
our Petitions to Thee; grant I beſeech 
Thee, that the frequency of my Prayer 
may be ſomewhat proportionable to thoſe 
continual Needs I have of thy Mercy. 
Lord, I confeſs it is the greateſt Honour, 
and greateſt Advantage, thus to be allow- 
ed acceſs to Thee; yet ſo ſottiſh and ſtu- 
pid is my prophane Heart, that it ſhuns 
or fruſtrates the Opportunities of it. My 
Heul, O Lord, is poſſeſſed with a Spirit 
of Infirmity ; zf is bowed together, and 

can 
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can in no wiſe lift up it ſælf to thee. 0 
be thou pleaſed to cure this fad, this mi- 
ſerable Diſeaſe, to inſpirit and enliven 
this earthly, droſſy Heart, that it may 
freely mount towards Thee; that [ may 


2 2 Tu 1. i this moſt valuable 
Privilege, and take delight in approachi 

to Thee, and that — — — 
be with a Revercnce ſome Way anſwer⸗ 
able to that awful Majeſty I come before; 
with an importunity and earneſtneſs anſ- 
werable to thoſe preſſing Wants I have to 
be ſupplied; and with ſuch a fixednefs 
and attention of Mind, as no wandering 
Thoughts may interrupt: that I may no 
more incur the Guilt of drawing near to 
Thee with y Lips, when wy Heart is 
far from Thee, or have my Prayers turned 
into Sin; but may ſo ask, that I may 
receive, ſeek, that I may find; knock, 
that it may be opened unto me z. that 
from praying to Thee here, I may be tra 
lated to the praiſing Thee eternally in thy 
Glory, through the Merits and Intereeſ- 


fion of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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For HUMILITY. 


6 N. OU high and lofty One, that 
inhabiteſt Eternity, yet art pleaſed 
to dwell with the humble Spirit, pour 
into wy Heart, ] beſeech Ther, that ex- 
cellent Grace of Humility, which may 
utterly work ont all thole vain Conceits 
J have of my ſelf. Lord conyince me 
powerfully of my own vretchedneſs; 
make us to ſee that I am miſerable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked, and not only 
duſt, but Sin; that fo, in all thy Dit 
penſations towards me, J may lay my 
Hand upon my Month, and heartily ac- 
knowlege that I am leis than the leaſt of 
thy Mercies, and greater than the great- 
eſt of thy Judgments. And, O Lord, 
grant e not only to walk humbly with 
my God, but even with Men alfo, that 
may not only ſubmit ay ſelf to thy Ro- 
bukes, but even to thoſe of wy Fellow 
Chriſtians, and with Meekneſs receive 
and obey their Admonitions. And make 
me 10 to behave my ſelf towards all, that 
I neyer do any Thing through Strife and 
Vain-glory ; and, to that end, grant that 
in lowline of Mind, I may eftecm every 
other Man better than my ſelf, and be 

Vi.illing 


others; but, that deſpiſing the vain praie 


cometh from Thee only: That fo, inſtead 
of thoſe mean ſervile Arts I have. uſed to 


may employ all my Induftry and Care to 


— — —— —— _ 
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Humble. Grant this, O Lord, for his 
Death of the Croſs, Jeſys Chriſt, Amen, 


NY GRACIOUS Majeſty, who only 


Thee, that I may give Thee the Honour 
due unto thy Name, and may | 
reſpect to all Things which relate to 
Thee, that I may never prophane an 


thou haſt ſet apart to thy ſelf. And, 0 
clear the Guilty, let the dread of thy 


0 
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willing that others ſhould eſteem then 
ſo alſo ; that I neither nouriſh any high 
Opinion of my ſelf, nor covet one among 


of Men, I may ſeek that Praiſe which 


recommend me to the Eſteem of Men, | 


approve my ſelf. to Thee, who. refiſteth 
the Proud, and giyeſt Grace to the 


Sake, who humbled himſelf unto the 


art high and to be feared; 'poſſels 
my Soul with a holy awe and reyerence of 


bear ſuch 


1 * 


other Thing, or ſacrilegiouſſy in vade what 


Lord, ſince thou art a God that wilt not 


ſtice make me tremble to provoke 
hee in apy Thing. O let e not ſo * 


(ag 

place my Fear, as to be afraid of any 
Man who ſhall be made as Graſs, and 
forget the Lord my Maker; but reple- 
niſh my Soul with that Fear of the Lord, 
which is the beginning of Wiſdom, which 
may be as a Bridle to all my brutiſh Ap» 
petites; and keep me in a conſtant Con- 
formity to Thy holy Will, Hear me, O 
Lord, I beſeech Thee, and put this Fear 
in my Heart, that 1 may not depart from 
Thee, but may, with Fear and Trembling, 
work out my own Salvation, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 23308, 


For Truſt in GOD. 


O AL MIGHTY Lord, who never 
faileſt them that Truſt in Thee, 
give me Grace, I beſeech Thee, in all 
my Difficulties and Diſtreſſes, to have 
recourſe to Thee, to reſt and depend on 


perfect Peace, whoſe Mind is ſtaid on 
Thee. O let me always reſt on this firm 
Pillar, and never exchange it for the bro» 
ken Reeds of worldly  Succours, Suffer 


Cares of this Life, taking Thought what 
ſhall eat or drink, or withal I ſhall; be 


fully 


Thee. Thou ſhalt keep him, O Lord, in 


not my Heart to be overcharged with the 


clothed ; but grant, that I may chear- 


«1 Tay 
fully commit ny ſelf to thy Providence, 
caſting all ny Care upon Thee, and being 
careful for nothing, but to be of the 
Number of thoſe whom thou owneſt and 
careſt for, even ſuch as keep thy Tel. 
timonies, and think upon thy Command - 
ments to do them; that, ſeeking firſt 
thy Kingdom, and the Righteouſneſi 
thereof, all theſe outward Things may 
be added unto me in ſach a Meaſure, a 
Thy Wiſdom knows beſt for me. Grant 
__ O Lord, for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake, 

men. 2 


Hr MEEKNESs. 


BLESSED Jeſu, who waſt led as 

Sheep to the Slaughter, let I be- 
ſeech Thee, that adtmirable Example of 
Meekneſs quench in me all Sparks of 
Anger and Revenge, and work in me 
ſuch a Gentleneſs and Calmnets of Spirit, 
as no Provocations may ever be able to 
diſturb. Lord, grant I may be ſo far from 
offering the leaſt Injury, that I may never 
return the greateſt, any otherwiſe than 
with Prayers and Kindneſs; that I, who 
have ſo many Talents to be forgiven by 
Thee, may never exact Pence of my Bre- 
thren ; but, that putting on of 


Mercy ' 
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Mercy, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, thy 
Peace may rule in my Heart, and make 
it an acceptable Habitation to Thee, who 
art the Prince of Peace; to whom with 
the Father and Holy Spirit be all Honour 
and Glory for eyer. As 


For CHASTITYT. 


0 HOLY and Immaculate Jeſus, 
whoſe firſt deſcent was into the 
Virgin's Womb, and who doſt ſtill love 
to inhabit only in pure and virgin Hearts, 
deſeech Thee, ſend thy Spirit of Purity 
to cleanſe me from all Filthinef both of 
Fleſh and Spirit. My Body O Lord, is 
the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt ; O let 
me never pollute that Temple with any 
Uncleanneſs. And becauſe out of the 
Heart N the Things that defile the 
Man, Lord, grant me to keep my Heart 
with all Diligence, that no impure or 
foul Thoughts be harboured there; but 
enable me, I beſeech Thee, to keep both 
Body and Soul pure and undefiled; that fo 
[ may glorify Thee here both in Body and 
Spirit, and be glorified in both with Thee 
hereafter, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. ' 
For 
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For CONTENTED NESS F 


MERCIFUL God, thy Wiſdon 
is infinite to chooſe, and thy Loye 
forward to diſpenſe good Things to m; 
O let me always fully and entirely reſign 
my ſelf to thy Diſpoſals, have no deſires 
of my own, but a perfect Satisfaction in 
thy Choices for me; that fo, in whatſo- 
ever Eſtate I am, I may be therein con- 
tent. Lord, grant I may never look with 
murmuring on ny) own Condition, not 
with Envy on other Men's. And to that 
end, I beſeech thee, purge n Heart of 
all covetous Affections. O let me nevet 
yield up any Corner of my Soul to Mam- 
mon, but give me ſuch a Contempt of 
theſe fading Riches, that whether they 
increaſe or decreaſe, J may never ſet my 
Heart upon them; but that all wy Cate 
may be to be rich towards God, to lay 
up all my Treaſure in Heaven, that / 
may ſo ſet my Affections on Things + 
bove, that =p —_— who is my ho 
ſhall appear, I may alſo appear with him 
"- —_ Grant this, Of Lord, for the 

Merits of the ſame Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
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For JUSTICE. | tuo 


* 


Thou King of Rightconſneſs, who 
haſt commanded us to keep Judg- 
ment, and do Juſtice, be- pleaſed by thy 
Grace to cleanſe my Heart and Hands 
from all Fraud and Injuſtice, and give me 
a peiſect Integrity and Uprightneſs in all 
my Dealings. O grant I may moſt ſtrict- 
ly obſerve that ſacred Rule of doing as I 
would be done by; that I may not diſ- 
honour my Chriſtian Profeſſion, 2 an un- 
juſt and fraudulent Life, but in Simplici- 
ty, and godly Sincerity, have my Con- 
yerſation in the World; never ſeeking, to 
heap up Treaſures in this, Life, but pre- 
ſs, be- 


Hel 


c at 
the 


laſt, even Peace with thee, thro' * 
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Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 
For PERSEVERANCE, \ 


O Eternal and unchangeable LordGa 
who art the ſame Yeſterday and ty 
Day, and for ever; be thou (pleaſed t 
communicate ſome ſinall — that Ex- 
cellence, ſome Degree of that Stability 
to me thy wretched Creature, who an 
light and unconſtant, turned about with 
every Blaſt ; my Underſtanding is very 
deceivable, O! 2 eſtabliſh it m thy Truth, 
keep it from the Snares of ſeducing 9p. 
rits, that J may not be led away with 
the Error of the Wicked, and fall fron 
y own Stedfaſtnels: My Will alſo, 0 
Lord, is irreſolute and wavering, and doth 
not cleave ſtedfaſtly unto thee wy God; 
my Goodneſs is but as the Morni 
and as the _—_ Dew it paſſeth aw. 0 
ſtrengthen and confirm ; and whats 
_ re Work thou haſt ' wrought i 1 
me, be pleaſed to accompliſn and perſom 
it until the Day of Chriſt. Lord, thou 
feeft my Weaknehs, and thou knowelt the 
Number and Strength of thoſe Temptr 
tions I have 7 le With. of 'leave 
0 ut cover chou 1 
me not t n ſelf, but coy Me 
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ead in the Day of Battle, and in all 
ſpiritual Combats make me more than 
onqueror, through him that loved me. 
) let no Terrors or Flatteries either of 
he World or my own Fleſh, ever draw 
me from my Obedience to thee ; but grant 
hat I may continue ſtedfaſt, unmoyeable, 
always A 8 in the Work of the 
Lord ; and by patient continuance in well 
doing, ſeek, and at laſt obtain Glory, 21 
Honour, and Immortality, and ete 

Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. | = 113 N. | ( | 


 DEPRECATION. 


0 Lord God Almighty, who only art 
high, and to be feared: Open mine 
Ears to Difcipline, that I may return 
from Iniquity, and thoroughly amend my 
Ways and my Doings: Caſt me not away 
from thy Prefence ; with hold not thy 
Mercy from me: O remember not againſt 
me former Iniquities: Remember not, the 
Sins and Offences of my Youth; but ac- 
cording to thy Mercy think thou upon 
me, O Lord, for thy Goodneſs: Let not 
thy Fear terrify me; write not bitter 
Things * me, but make me to 
know my Tranſgreffion and my Sin. Who 
| M 2 can 
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can underſtand his Errors? Cleanſe thoy 
me from my ſecret Faults : Keep back 
thy Servant alſo from preſumptuous Sis 
let them not have Dominion over me, If 
we fay that we have no Sin we deceive 
ourſelves; for there is no Man, O Lond 
that ſinneth not: Who can fay, I har 
made my Heart clean, I am pure fron 


Sin? For there is not a, juſt Man upon 


Earth that doth good, and ſinneth not: 
We all are full of Impiety: There is none 
Righteous, no not one: What is Man, 
that he ſhould be clean? and he which i 
born of a Woman, that he ſhould be 
righteous? Behold thou putteſt no Trult 
in thy Saints; thy Angels thou chargeſt 
with Folly; yea, the Heavens are not 


clean in thy Sight: How much more + 
bominable and filthy is Man, which 
drinketh Iniquity like Water? O tun 
not away from me to do; me Good, but 
püũt thy Fear in my Heart, that I nuy 
not depart from Thee: Puniſh me not 
for my Sins and  Ignorances,. Thon 
mighteſt blot out wy Name from ynds 

e ine 


— 


Heaven, making me to drink the W 
of thy Wrath, which is poared out with- 
out Mixture, into the Cyp.of thy Indig- 
nation; tormenting me With ite 
Brimſtone, in the Preſence of thy Holy 
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\ngels : But with thee is Mercy and 
— Redemption; and we have an 
Advocate with thee, O Father, Jeſus 
hriſt, the righteous, who is the Propi- 
tation for our Sins: Deliver me, O Lord, 
from all mine Offences, for thy Mercies- 
Sake, in the ſame thy Son our Saviour, 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


For TEMPERANCE. 


M OST bountiful God, who giveſt 
Food to all Fleſh ; whoſe. Mercy 
endureth for ever: Grant that whether I 
eat or drink, or whatever I do, I may do 
all to thy 20 Teach me, O Lord, 
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to live ſoberly in, this preſent World, as 
not abuſing it: To take heed to myſelf, 
eſt at any Time my Heart be overcharg- 
ed with Surfeting and Drunkenneſs: 
Keep me from exceſs of all Serts of 
Liquor, -and from theſe who think it 
ſtrange that T run not with them to the 
lame exreſs of Riot: Let me not be 
laring Sumptuouſly every Day, te- 
ceiying my good Things, and ſee the 
Tor ſuffer evil Things; but deal my 
bread to the Hungry, and. ſend Portions 
to them for which nothing is prepared. 
Direct that my Ie way be not 18 
M 3 a 
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Ca) 7 
the Meat which periſheth, but after thi 
which-endureth to everlaſting Life : that 
hungring and thirſting after Righteouſ- 
y *, Aa filled —— thy Grace ber, 
t ory hereafter, thro eſus 
Chriſt, Juen. TOW 
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A PRAYER for a Debtor. 


Father of all Mercies, and God of 

all Comfort! behold thy diſtreſſed 

and afflited Servant; look upon me with 
an Eye of thy Pity and Compaſſion in 
this Extremity; I muſt confeſs I have 
deſerved this, and more then what thou 
haſt caſt upon me, yet Lord, ſhouldſt thou 
mark every Thing that is amiſs, who 
would be able to ſtand in thy''Sight? 
Therefore I fly to thy Mercy and Good. 
neſs for Refuge, hoping thou wilt fil 
_— me under the Shadow of thy 
ings. And though, O Lord, my Body 

is confined, yet enlarge the Liberty of 
my Soul, that I may find Comfort in 
ſending up my Prayers and Pxaiſes unto 
thee. Raiſe me up Friends to relieve me 
from the Troubles I labouf under 4nd 
give them Sueveſs in Whatever they un- 
dertake for me, bie a feed 
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with a charitable Mind, that they .may 
not be too hard with me, but comply 
with ſuch a Satisfaction as my Circum- 
ſtances are oble to afford. And when I 
am ſet at Liberty, grant I may fo walk 
for the future, as not by. any Extrava- 
ancy bring myſelf into the fame Mis- 
— again: And if it be * Pleaſure 
to continue me here, give me Patience to 
ſubmit to thy Will, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. PA 


# 
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The Malefaftor's Submiſſion o, and 
Preparation for Death. 


0 Moſt juſt and merciful God / as thou 
haſt in Juſtice brought me to this 
deſerved Shame and Puniſhment ; fo in 
Mercy forgive my great Iniquities and 
many Tranſgreſſions. O Lord, tho my 
Sins be as red as Scaslet, thou canſt make 
them as white as Snow, tho like the Co- 
lour of Crimſon, thou canſt change them 
into that of Wool, As thy Mercics are 
infinite, ſo I reſign up my Life into thy 
Hands with Patience and Contentedneſa; 
hoping through Chriſt, whoſe Meritd are 
greater than my Sins, that thou wilt re- 
ye me into Heaven, as thou did re- 
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ceive the Thief upon the Croſs into pa- 
radiſe. And that I may become an Ob- 
Je& of thy Mercy: Give me a true Senſe 
of my Sins, that my Heart may be deep- 
Iy wounded with Sorrow, and my Re. 
pentance ſincere and preyailing. Let my 
Faith in thy Son, be as great as my 
Wickedneſs, that my Prayers in his Name 
may obtain Remiſſion of Sins: And his 
| Merits purchaſe for me, tho' never ſo 
great a Sinner eternal Life. Let my Re- 
pentance take away the Scandal, thatmy 
wicked Life has given to others, and let 
them take ſuch Warning by me, that 
they may never commit the like Sins, 
nor undergo the ſame Puniſhment. Grant 
O Lord, theſe Things I have pray'd for; 
and whatſoever elſe in thy infinite Mercy 
thou thinkeſt needful for me, that as [ 
am now going out of this ſinful World, 
I may be removed into one much better. 
and live with thee in thy Kingdom, and 
this I beg through the prevailing Merits 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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The Prayer of Kin Manaſſes 2 Mex- 
cy an Pardon. | 


LORD Almighty God, who haſt 
made Heaven and Earth, with all 
the Ornaments thereof, who. haſt bound 
the Sea by the Word of thy - Command- 
ment, who haſt ſhut up the Deep, and 
ſealed it by thy terrible and glorious N ame, 
who all Men fear and tremble before 
thy Power, for the Majeſty of thy Glory 
can't be borne, and thine angry Threatning 
toward Sinners is inſupportable ; but thy 
merciful Promiſe is anmeaſureble, and un- 
ſearchable; for Thou art the Moſt High 
Lord, of great Com Long - ſuffer- 
ing, very Merciful, and Repenteſt of the 
Evils of Men. * 

THOU, O Lord, according to thy 
great Goodneſs, haſt promiſed Repentance 
and Forgiveneſs to them that have ſinned 
againſt Thee, and of thine infinite Mer» 
cies haſt appointed Repentance to Sinners 
that they may be ſaved: Thou therefore, 
O Lord, that art the God of the Juſt, 
haſt not appointed Repentance to the Ju 
but Thou haſt appointed Repentance 2 


* 


(170) 

to nie that am a Sinner, for I have ſinned 
_— the Number of the Sands of the 
MT Tranſgreſſions, O Lord, are mul- 
tiplied, and I am not worthy to behold 
and ſee the Height of Heaven, for- the 
Multitude of mine Iniquity; for I baye 
provoked thy Wrath, and done Evil be- 
fore Thee; I did not thy Will, neither 
kept 1 thy Commandments. ' + 

NOW therefore I bow the Knee of 
mine Heart, beſeeching Thee of Grace: 
J have ſinned, O Lord, and I acknow- 
ledge mine Iniquities, wherefore I humbly 
beſeech Thee forgive me, and deſtroy me 
not: Be not angry with me for ever, by 
reſerving Evil for ne; neither condemn 
me into the lower Parts of the Earth: For 
Thou art the God, even the God of them 
that repent, and in me, Thou wilt ſhew 
all thy Goodneſs, for Thou wilt ſave me 
that am unworthy, according to thy great 
Mercy: Therefore I will praiſe Thee for 
ever all the Nays of my Lite: For all the 
Powers of the Heavens do praiſe Thee, 
and thine is the Glory for ever and ey", 


» 
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For —— under T rials and Afflic- 
tions. | 


LORD, who art full of Compatii- 
on and Gracious, the Father of 
Mercies, and God of all Comfort, I cry 
unto Thee, O Lord God, Lord hear my 
Voice, and look on my Aftiftion : Thou 
art a Refuge for the Gppteſſedd, a Refuge 
in Time of Trouble, and wilt never for- 
fake them that ſeek Thee: Give me Pa- 
tience in Afflictions, in Neceſſities, in Di- 
treſſes: I know, O Lord, that thy Judg- 
ments are right, and that Thou of Faiths 
fulneſs haſt cauſed me to be troubled: I 
know that all Things ſhall work Ro 
for Good to — rh that love Thee: In the 
Multitude of the Sorrows that are in my 
— 9 thy Comforts, O Lord, refreſh my 

IN Reproac and all 8 erings, will 
I truſt in ie 1e Living al 

TH OI be *icted, O Lord, on every. 
dide, yet let me not be diſtreſſed; thong 
in want of ſome of thy Comforts, yer not 

all; 'Tho' Chaſtened, let me not be 
faken; tho caſt down, yet let me not 
periſh ; But grant that theſe light Aﬀice 
tions 


(172) 
tions, which are but for a Momement, 
may work out for me a far more exceed. 
ing and eternal Weight of Glory, thio 
Jeſus Chriſt. Bleſſed be God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
comforteth us in all our Tribulation: Fot 
as the Sufferings of Chriſt abound in us, 
ſo our Conſolation alſo abideth by Chriſt: 
To whom be Glory for ever, Amen. 


— a _ &. iti 


; An Act of Contrition. - 47 


LORD, who art nigh to them that 

are of a contrite Heart, and wilt 

fave ſuch as are of an humble Spirit, I de- 
fire to bring mine Iniquities to Remem- 
brance, and to afflict my Soul in thy Sight. 
Let mine Eyes run down with Tears 
Night and Day, and let them not ceaſe, 
till Thou look down, and have Pity up- 
on me: It may be, that Thou wilt for- 
give mine Iniquity and my Sin O that 
J had hearkened unto Thee, that I had 
walked in thy Ways! Out of the Abun- 
dance of my Complaint. and Grief, do l 
ſpeak ; in the Anguiſh of my Spirit, and 
In the Bitterneſs of my Soul: O Lore 
what wilt Thou haye me to do? If 
juſtify myſelf, mine own, Mouth hall 
2 « wa” con- 


(173) 

condemn me; it I tay, I am perfect, it 
ſhall alſo prove me pre verſe: If l i be wick- 
ed, woe unto me, and if I be righteous, 
yet will I not lift up my Head; I am 
full of Confuſion, therefore ſe Thou meine 
Afiiftion : Look down from Heaven, 
and behold from the Habitation of thy 
Holineſs, and of thy Glory; where is 
thy Zeal and thy y Strength, The Sounding 
of "thy Bowels, and of thy Mercies 10s 
wks xo me? are they reſtrainedl? 

O Thou that forgiveſt Sins, and faveſt 
in Time of Affliction, withdraw: thine 
Hand far from me, and let not thy dread 
make me afraid: Wilt Thou plead againſt 
me with thy great Power, that Thou re- 
quireſt after mine Iniquity, and ſeareheſt 
aſter my Sin? Careſt Thou not that 1 
periſh ? Thou ſayeſt, Return ye back-1lid- 
ing Children, and I will heal your Back- 
lidings: Behold: I come unto Thee, for 
Thou art the Lord my God: If I return 
to Thee, Thou wilt put away mine Ini- 
fury then ſhall [ have my Delight in 

ce, and ſhall lift up my Face unto. 
Thee. Why art thou caſt down O my 
Soul ? and why art thou fo diſquieted 
within me ? Hope in God: For thus 
ayeth the High and Lofty: One, that in- 
habiteth — whoſe Name is oe 


— — — = ——_ 2 : 


* Hearts, 


(12) 2 

I dwell in the high and holy Place, with 

him alſo, i. e. of a contrite and humble 

Spirit; to revive the Spirit of the Humble, 
and to revive the Heart of the Contrite 

Ones: Thy Spirit will not always ſtrive 

with Man; for Thou knoweſt our Frame, 

and remembreſt that we are but Duſt: 

Therefore art Thou patient with us, and 

reſt forth thy Mercy upon us, 11 
thine Indignation, O Lord, becauſe I 
have finned againſt Thee: I will accept 
the Puniſhment of wine * waiting 
upon Thee, in the Way of thy Judg- 
ments : Lord, grant me thy Salyation, and 
tet thy Spirit help my Infirmities, for the 
Sake of Jeſus Chrifl. Amen. K 


— — neren — 
For Chaſtity and Modeſty. 
LORD, who ſearcheſt all Hearts, 
and underftandeſt all the 
Imaginations of the T ts: Cleanſe 
me from all Filthineſs of the Flein 
and Spirit, that I nay perſect Ho 
lineſs iv the Fear of Thee, my God, 
and keep myſelf unſpotted from the 
World: Let not the 'Greedineſs of the 
Belly, nor Luft of the Fleſh take Hold 
of me; and give not oyer * 


- 


(agh 
vant unto an impudent Mind. As our 
Bodies are the Temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt which is in us, which we hay 
of Thee, our God, and we are not 5 
own, = 2 — with 0 The! 
Grant therefore that r ee 
in my Body, and in m 88 K Aten wp 
Thine: That having clean Hands, and a 
pure Heart, and leading an nncorrapt 
Life, I may receive à Bleffing, und 
Righteouſneſs from Thee, the God of my 
Salvation, rhrough Jeſus Chrift, Amen. . 
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OLY, Holy, Holy, Lord of Hoſts, 
L whoſe Eyes are open upon all the 
Ways of the Sons of Men, to give every 
One according to his Ways, and accord= 
ing to the Fruit of his Doipgs : I have 
ſinned againſt Thee, O Lord, I have fin- 
ed, and peryerted that which was right, 
and it profited me not, I have taken no 
Heed to walk in thy Law: I ackvow- 
lege mine Iniquity, that I have trank- 
greſſed againſt Thee O Lord my God, 
and have not obeyed thy Voice: M 
Goodneſs is but as the Morning Cloud, 
and as the carly Dew it paſſeth 3 
= | K 


i 
1 
a 
f 


Lord, Correct, me but with Judgment, 


Which | have ps Again, Thou hoſt 


good? Shall not the Judge 
Judge of all the Earth do right 


Mercy, thro” eſis Ct hciſt our 


( 176 ) 


not in thine Anger, left Thou bring 
to Nothing: O cauſe not thine —— to 
fall upon me, for Thou art merciful, and 
wilt not keep Anger for ever. Behold, | 
have taken upon me to ſpeak unto. the 
Lord, which * but Duſt and Ashes: 
Thou ſayeſt, I will not contend. for ever; 
neither will I be alway s wroth ; for. the 
Spirit ſhould fai] i hea me, and the Souls 


ſaid, I will not execute the Fierceneb 
of mine Anger, for I am God and not 
Man; 4 will forgive their Iniquities, and 
I will remember their Sins no more: 
Becauſe they conſider, and turn away 
from all their Tranſg reſſions that they 
haye e ar bay ſurely 2 
they ſhall not die: Thus pardone 
Iniquity, 13 PRE by. "Trank reſſion, 
jor Thou art a gracious and gp N 
and now, O Lord, who haſt 

ſuch Mercies unto thy S yh thy 
Word (I pray Thee) be verified: N77 
thou ſpoken, and ſhalt Thou not m 
of. all ib 


t. Par- 
don, I beſeech Thee, the Toiquity of oY 


Servant, W e the 8 4 . 
f 


N 
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For Divine Wiſdom. 
0 GOD, the only wiſe, in whom are 
hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge: ſhew me thy Way that T 
may know thee, that I may find Grace 
in thy Sight: Let thy Spirit reft upon 
e, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtand- 
ng; the Spirit of Knowledge, and of the 
car of thee, O Lord, that I may under 
ſand Righteouſneſs, and Judgment, and 
Equity, and every good Path, and take 
hold of the Paths of Life : Guide me with 
by Counſel to chuſe the Things that 
pleaſe thee, to walk in all the Ways: 
ich thou haſt commanded me, and to 
eye thee in Truth, with all y Heart: 
each me the Wiſdom that is from above, 
mich is pure, peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be 
itrcated, full of Mercy, and good Fruits; 
hat being made wiſe unto Salvation, 
may count all Things but Loſs for the 
xcellency of the Knowledg 


! 


e of thee 
Cod, and Chriſt Jeſus y Lord. Amen. 


] 
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For Grace to love God for his grit 
Love to us. 


| „ QED... 

OST gracious and merciful Lord, 

17 put thy Spirit within me, that 
may love thee, O Lord y God, with al 
my Heart, and with all u Soul, and 
with all ny Strength, and with all my 
Mind, and expreſs my Loye by keeping 
thy Commandments: That I 1 
thee with joy fulneſs and gladneſs of Heart, 
preferring thy loving Kindneſs before Life 
itſelf: Thou, O Lord, art our Father, out 
Redeemer; thy Name is from everlaſting; 
Thou ſo lovedft the World, that thou 
gaveſt thine only begotten Son, that ho- 
| ſoever belieycth in him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting Life: Thou ſenteſt 
him to be the Propitiation for our Sin, 
who is made unto us Wiſdom, and 
Righteouſneſs, and Sanctification, and Re- 
demption; for which we are bound to 
thank thee, and praiſe | thy glonow 
Name. What am 1, O Lord, and whenee 
is it that thou Ihouldſt viſit me, and that 
thou ſhouldſt ſet thine Heart upon 1, 
and try me every Moment? only becauk 


thou art good; and to draw me to 7 
25 WI 


4907 
with Bands of Love: How can J ever 
ſufficiently 2 thee? O continue to me 
thy loving Kindneſs and Mercy, and fo 
eftabliſh me with thy free Spirit, that 
neither Tribulation, nor Diſtreſs ; that nei- 
ther Death, nor Life, nor Things preſent, 
nor Things to come, may be able ta ſepe- 
rate me from the Love of thee, my 


which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Amen. 


—— 8 — „„ Ms m _ 8 * _— * ä 


For an happy Eternity. | | 


3 and everlaſting God, who 
created Man to be immortal, and to 
be an Image of thy own Eternity: Send 
out thy Light and thy Truth, that they 
may lead me, and bring »e to thy holy 
Hill, and to thy Dwelling: Teach me to 
haye my Converſation in Heaven; to ſeek 
for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality; 
that I may obtain an Inheritance among 
al them which are ſanctified: That when 
Chriſt, who is our Life, ſhall appear, I 
alo may appear with him in Glory, and 
eater into the Joy of #y Lotd. Grant 
this moſt gracious God, through the Me- 
nts of the fame Chriſt, my Saviour and 
/ Redeemer, Bleſſed be the glorious 

4 
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my Sin: For I acknowledge my Trani 
greſſions, and my Sin is ever before me, 


= —_ i Tit 
O Lord, merciful and gracious, who 


try my Ways, labouring to draw ng" 


(' 180 ) 
Name of God for ever; and let the who, 
Earth be filled with his Majeſty. Aun 
and Amen. | 


„ — 
— th 8 * 


AP RANTER for Pardon. 


H VE Mercy upon me, O God, a. 
- ter thy great Goodneſs, according 
to the Multitude of thy Mercies, do + 
way mine Offences; waſh me throughly 
from my Wickedneſs, and cleanſe me from 


- 


Create in 2 a clean Heart, O God, and 
renew a Tight Spirit within me. O cal 
me not away from thy Preſence, take not 
thy holy Spirit from me, for the Sake of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


* 
C- — * p _— OI” 0 „ * 
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For Repentance. 


haft no Pleaſure in, the Death of the 
Wicked, but that he turn from his Way 
and live: Give me that godly Sorrow 
which worketh Repentance to Salvation, 
not to be repented of : Let me Search and 


unto 
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unto thee, by cleanſing my Hands, and 
purifying my Heart. I know, O Lord, 
that in vain is Salvation hoped for withe 
out Repentance, and I thank thee for 
giving me Warning; for putting me in 
Remembrance wherein J have offended, 
that leaving ny Wickedneſs, J may be- 
lieve in thee, O Lord. O let me not de- 
ſpiſe thy Forbearance and Long-ſuffering; 
but cauſe me to return ſrom wy evil Way, 
that ſo Iniquity may not be . Ruin. 
Caſt away from me all my Tranſgreſſions, 
whereby J have tranſgreſſed, and make 
me a new Heart, and a new Spirit; that 
being made free fiom Sin, and becoming 
thy Servant, I may haye my Fruit unto 
Holineſs, and the End : everlaſting Lite, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


ole 
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For Preparation for Death. 


0 Everlaſting God, make me wile to 

conſider my latter End, as knowing 
thou wilt bring me to Death, and to the 
Houſe appointed for all Living. Prepare 
ny Heart to ſeek thee, O Lord, before 7 
go hence and be no. more ſeen; befare- 1 
go whence I ſhall not return ; when 1 
mall behold Man no more with the Inha- 

3 ys Te 
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(as) 
bitants of the World: For the Gray: 
cannot praiſe thee, Death cannot cele. 
brate thee; they that go down to the 
Pit cannot hope for thy Truth. I knoy 
| that my Redeemer liveth, and that he 
| hall ſtand at the latter Day upon the 
Earth, and though Worms deſtroy thi 

Body, yet in my Fleſh J ſhall ſee Gol. 
On the Bed of Sickneſs or Trouble, and 
Affliction, when the Time of my Depu- 
ture is at Hand; in the Hour of Death, 
and in the Day of Judgment, deliver 
me, O Lord, and ſave me. Let me die 
the Death of the Righteous, and let my 
laſt End be like his; that I may receive 
of thee a Crown of Life, through the 
Merits of y Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. + Ny 


— 


— 


A moſt devout Prayer for Contrition 


I HAVE finned, O Lord, I have oſ- 
1 fended thee; I have done Evil be- 
fore the Face of Heaven and Earth: 1 
have departed from thy Law: I have 
turned my Back on thy Grace, adoted 
what offended thee, made an Idol of my 
| Guilt, and run on without Fear or Shame 
1 in the Ways of Deceit, Vanity, m_ 
1 YR. 13 tion. 


( 183 ) 
dition. Ah! my God, how much it 
grieves me for having ſo much offended 
thee: I am grieved for grieving ſo little, 
when the Injuries I have done thee are 
ſo great. I am more troubled at the great- 
nels of the Ingratitude wherewith I have 
offended thee, than at the greatneſs of 
the Torments which I have deſerved. 
But, O Lord, what do fay ? O my God, 
my Grief is none at all. A Grief which 
th, WW doth not put an End to Life is not Grief: 
yr WI A Sorrow which doth not tear from me 
die this Soul of mine, is not Sorrow: A Con- 
m trition which doth not even break my 
ve Heart into Pieces, is not to be accounted 
he Contrition. I would have the Sorrow for 
ſus my Sins to be as great as the Sins them- 
ſelves: I would haye the Regret for ha- 
ving diſpleaſed thee, to hold Proportion 
with the Injuries committed againſt thee, 
I would have a Grief equal to thy Mercy: 
[ would willingly bewail my great Sins 
with Tears of Blood, more for the Of- 
tence and Injury which they have canſed 
gainſt thee, than for the Damage and 
Perdition which they bring upon myſelf. 
I wiſh, O Lord, that as in offending thee 
the Guilt was infinite, ſo in repenting 
thereof the Grief were alſo infinite. But 
vhere ſhall -I find fo deep a Setiſt of 

„ Sorrow, 


„ 15 ain oy 3 yg * 
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Sorrow, fave only in the Fountain of th 
Grace? Where ſhall I find ſuch a Giic 
ſave only in the Knowledge of thy in- 
menſe Goodneſs, and of my infinite Mp 
lice? Whence are thoſe Tears to flow, 
ſave only from the Ocean of thy Mercy? 
Here I come to thy Feet: Conſider not 
in what manner, in what Time, hoy 
late: Conſider only that I come. Ah! 
Lord, how miſerable do I come! How 
filthy ! How abominable ! clad with the 
Uglineſs of my Sins: Covered with thc 
Filthineſs of my Offences, and full of the 
Abominations and Vices of my Life ! But 
becauſe they are at thy Feet to which | 
come, O my God, I come with the Cou- 
fidence of finding in thy Mercy a fecure 
Haven, in thy Compaſſion a Defence, in 
thy Clemency a Refuge, and in th 
Goodneſs a Remedy. Wherefore, 

Lord, trembling at thy Juſtice, I ſeek 
no other Refuge, {ave that of thy Mercy: 
I pretend no Shelter but thy Clemency: 
In thee I truſt, O my God: For though 
by Sin I have loſt the Nature and Privi- 
lege of a Son, yet thou, O Lord, iofi- 
nitely. good, doſt not loſe the Nature and 


Condition which thou hadſt of a Father. 
Let then, O Lord, thy infinite Grace 
compleat that Work in me 3 


( 185 ) 


br WM jnfioite Mercy has begun. Let thy Cle- 
4 WW mency come to the Succour of hir mi- 
3 rable Creature: Take Pity and Com- 
„ paſſion of this poor Soul. I purpoſe, 


with thy Grace, to amend my Life, to 
confeſs 91y Faults, to perſevere in thy Ser- 
vice, to pardon Injuries, to avoid the Oc- 
w Hl cafions of Evil, to abhor my Vices, to 
make fuch Reſtitution as J am able, and 
to comply, as 1 am bound, with thy holy 
be Commandments. I truſt, O Lord, in thy 
he infinite Goodneſs, that thou wilt pardon 
he Wi all my Sins, through the Death and Paſ- 
ut bon of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. _ 


* l * 


Ne A Prayer after Confeſſion. 


in 
5 EAR, I beſeech Thee O Lord, the 


Prayer of thy Suppliant, and par- 
kon 1 Sins as I conſeſs them to Thee 4 
„chat of thy Bounty, Thou may'ſt give 
ne Pardon and Peace. Out of thy Cle- 
n 8 nency, O Lord, ſhew thy unſpeakable 
Mercy to me; that Thou may'ſt both ac- 
quit me of all my Sins, and deliver me 
om the eternal Puniſhment I deſerve for 
them, through the-Merits of our dear Re- 
deemer Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. " 


Againſt 


(1786) 


Againſt wicked Thoughts. 


ALMIGHTY and moſt graciow 

God, mercifully regard my Prayer, 
and deliver my Heart from the Tem 
tions of evil Thoughts, that my Soul may 
be made a worthy Habitation for the 
Holy Ghoſt, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who with Thee and the fame 
Holy Ghoſt, liveth and reigneth ever 
One God, World without End, Amen, 


A Prayer to ſtir up Devotion in all Pe. 
nitent Sinners. 


EFORE thy Eyes, O Lord, uv 
bring our Offences ; and with them 
compare the Stripes we have receiv'd, 
IF we weigh the Evil we have. done, 
we find that what we fuffer is much leß 
than what we deſerve. 
WHAT we have committed, far out- 


weights what we endure, | 
WE feel the Puniſhment of Sin; and 


yet we turn not from our Wilfulneß in 
Sinning. 7 


a 1h. end 
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OUR Weakneſs faints under thy 
Scourges ; but our Perverſeneſs is ſtill the 


ſame. 

OUR diſeas'd Mind is rack'd with 
Pain: And our Neck is as ſtiff as ever. 

OUR Life is ſpent in Sighs and Grief ; 
But in our Actions we are not reform'd. 

IF thou expecteſt ur Amendment, 
we grow no better; if thou takeſt Re- 
venge, we arc not able to ſubſiſt. 

WHEN we are chaſtized, we ac- 
knowledge what we have done ; but 
when thy Viſitation is over, we forget 
what we wept for. a 

IF Thou ſtretcheſt out thy Hand, we 
promiſe Duty; if Thou ſuſpendeſt thy 
Sword, we keep not our Promiſe. 

IF Thou ftrikeft, we cry for Pardon; 
and if Thou pardoneſt, we provoke Thee 
again to ſtrike. | E 

HERE, O Lord, are thy Criminals 
confeſſing their Guilt. We know, that 
unleſs Thou may'ſt juſtly deſtroy us. 

GRANT, O Almighty Father, with- 
out Merit, what we ask; as out of No- 
thing Thou didft create uc to ask Thee: 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


Devout 


(188) 


— 
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Devout Prayers for a Priſoner, 


IVE me, O Lord, thy Grace, in al 
| my Fear and Agony, to have Re- 
couiſe to that great Fear and wonderful 
Agony which Thou, »2y ſweet Sayiou, 
ſufferedſt on Mount Olivet, before thy 
moſt bitter Paſſion, and the Meditation 
thereof to receive ſuch Spiritual Com- 
forts as ſhall be profitable to my Soul, 
TAKE from me, O my God, all Vain- 
glorious Thoughts all, Appetite of ny 
own Praiſe, all Envy, Covetouſneſs, Glut 
tony, Sloth, Luxury, all froward Aﬀec- 
tions, all Appetite of Revenge, all Deſire 
of others Harm, all Pleaſure in provok- 
ing any Perſon to Anger, all Delight of 
Upbraiding and Inſulting. any in their 
Affliction or Calamity. Give me, 0 
Lord, an humble, quiet, peaccable, pi 
tient, tender, and charitable Mind, and in 
.all my Thoughts, Words and Deeds, to 
have a Taſte of thy Holy Spirit. 

GIVE me, O Lord, a lively Faith, 
a firm Hope, and a fervent Charity; 
Love of Thee, incomparably above the 
Love of myſelf, that J may love _—_— 


( 189 
to thy Diſpleaſure, 2 every Thing in 
Order to thy Satisfaction. 

RETAIN for me, O Lord, thy Love 
and Fayour, which my Lave to thee, 
were it ever ſo great, could not (with- 
out thy infinite Goodnels) deſerve. ' 
PARDON, O Lord, my Boldneſs, in 
making ſuch high Petitions, being ſo vile 
and fnkal a Wretch, and ſo unworthy to 
obtain the loweſt: Yet, O Lord, they 
are ſuch Things as I am bound to wiſh 
for, and ſhould be near the effectual De- 
fire of them, if my manifold Sins were 
not the Impediment; From which, O 
ſweet Saviour Chriſt, vouchſafe of thy 
Goodneſs to waſh me with that bleſſed 
Blood that iſſued out of thy tender Body, 
in the divers Torments of thy moſt bicrer 
Paſſion. 

TAKE from me, O Lord, this Luke- 
warm, or rather ſtark-cold, Manner of 
Meditation, and this Dulneis in Prayer: 
Give me Fervour and Delight in think 
on thee, and thy Grace earneſtly to de- 
hire thy Holy Sacrament; and with tender 
Compaſſion thankfully to remember and 
conſider thy moſt bitter Death 1 The 
Croſs, Amen. 

THE Things, good Lord, dr Tiny 
for, sive me thy Grace to —. for, —_— 
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" ſerious Preparation to . Hol S4- 
| crament. 2. Chron, 34 xvüii. xix, 


(2, OD Lord. pardon every one that 

prepareth his Heart to ſeek God, 
the Lord God of his Fathers, though he 
be not cleanſed according to the Tau- 
cation of the Sanctuary. 


A Preparation to Bae 
e BET +6 6k 


LORD, I do not preſume to come 

to that holy Feaſt of thy Body and 
Blood, upon the leaſt Opinion of my own 
Wort hineſß; for when I reflect on my 
ſinful Life, 1 am even afraid to come, 
left I ſhould eat and drink my own . 
nation. 

BUT when I conſider thy infinite 
NM unto Mankind, and thy own 
Words, calling all Men without Excepti- 
on; and knowing that thy crucified Body 
is not only Food to nouriſh, but Phyſic 
to cure, I beg Leave that am but 
and Aſhes, to come to thy holy Table, 
and with my weak Faith to feed _ 
ſome Crumbs of the Bread of Life. 


_- FS] 

I confeſs, O Lord, I have no Wedding 
Garments upon me, but I come to ſeek 
them at thy Croſs, from thy bitter Sor- 
rows, to derive into y] Soul a godly 
Sorrow, working Repentance to Salva- 
tion. | . 27. 

FROM thy broken Body, a broken 
Heart; from thy warm Blood flowing 
from thy wounded Side, Teal and Fer- 
vency ; that I may admire, love and 
ſerye thee my God, as I ought to do. 
' I come, O dear Jeſus, that I may ob- 
tain the Graces of Humility, Patience, 
Temperance, Sobriety, and Charity, and 
whatever elſe thou ſeeſt needful for me: 
Bury all my Sins in thy Grave; my ſtony 
Heart, ny natural Corruptions, and vile 
Affections. * 

I come, O Lord, for a new Life fr 
thy holy and bleſſed Reſurrection; to 


which End, bleſs, O Lord, I beſeech thee, 


cis my Examination, which by thy di- 
8 Aſſiſtance I am now to make before 
thee. 


THOU :knoweſt, O Lord, what a 


partial Examiner Fleſh and Blood will be 
unto itſelf, unleſs Thou guide and direct 
me by thy holy Spirit: Strengthen there» 
fore my weak Memory, that I may call 
to mind, and heartily bewail all the þ 


\ 
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Acts I have done, and the good ones | 
have omitted. _ | GOGHU | | 
MAK E myConſcience freely to accuſe 
to judge and condemn. myſelf, for every 
Sin 1 ſhall find myſelf guilty of, and if 
after my Examination, any of u Sins 
ſhall remain undiſcovered to ne, Lord 
pardon them in that heap of Sin which 
I bring unto thy Croſs to be forgiven, 
oa ei I beit 


% 
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A Prayer before Examination. 


0 OST great and glorious God, the 

Searcher of Hearts, and trier of tht 
Reins, who art every where preſent, and 
from whom no Darkneſs can hide us; 
Thou compaſſeſt my Path and my lying 
down, and art acquainted with all my 
Ways; there is not a Word in wy Tongue, 
nor a Thought in y Heart, but Thou, 
O God, knoweſt it altogether. Thou 
knoweſt that my Heart is deceitful above 
all things, and deſperately wicked, ſo that 
I cannot without thy Aſſiſtance, find it 
out, nor underſtand the Errors of m 
Mays. Help me therefore; O m God, 
help me, I beſeech Thee, to #now myſelf, 
and the true Frame and Temper-' = 
| h 2 
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Soul ; =_ thou me wherein I have of- 
fended thee in T, hought, Word or Deed; 
give me a true and a penitent Sight and 
Senſe of all my Sins; let not my = 
rance blind me, nor my corrupt Heart 
deceive me, nor the common Practice of 
the World delude me into a falſe Opi- 
nion of myſelf, but enable me, I humbly 
beſeech thee, to find out all my Sins, to- 
gether with all the Aggravations of 
my Guilt, make me truly vile in mine 
own Eyes, and heartily ſorry for all my 
Miſdoings; enable me to hate and for- 
ſake every evil Way, and to turn unto 
thee by an unfeigned Repentance, and a 
ſucere and hearty Obedience to all thy 
holy Laws, that ſo I may have my Fruit 
unto Holineſt, and the End everlaſting 
Life, through Jeſus Chriſt my only Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 


— 


Heads of EX AMINATIO N 


0 M Soul, now in the Preſence of 
= the Almighty, uſe thy utmoſt Di- 
ligence to ſearch and examine thine own 
Conſcience, how thou haſt managed thy 
whole Life, which God gave thee to em- 
ploy in his Service. 

1 O HAST 
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HAST thou endeavoured- to lin »- 
cording to thy Baptiſmal Vow, Hd 
thou renounced the Devil and ell hi 
Works, the Pomps and Vanities of thi 
wicked World, with all covetous Deb 
of the ſame, and all the ſinful Luſts d 
the Fleſh, ſo as not to follow nor de bi 
by them ? 
HAST thou believed all the Artic 
of the Chriſtian Faith?  - - 
HAST thou kept God's holy Wil 
and Commandments, and walked in the 
ſame all the Days of thy Life? 


More particularly as to thy Duty 16 


wards God. 


_ HAST thou believed in him who is 
Truth itſelf, and feared in all Things to 
offend his divine Majeſty ? 

HAST thou loved him (who is per- 
ſe& Love and Goodneſs) above all Things, 
with all thy Heart, and Mind, and Soul, 
and-Strerigth ? | 

HAST thou worſhipped him'accey- 
tably, as he hath required, in Spirit and 
in Truth? | . 

HAST thou given Thanks unto him 
| for his manifold Mercies and Benefits, und 

improved them to his Glory? _ 


HAST 
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HAST thou put thy whole Truſt 
and Confidence at all Times in him, and 
called upon him by Prayer and Supplica- 
tion in all thy Wants and Neceſlities ? 
HAST thou honoured his holy Name 
and his Word, and whatever hath any 
Relation unto him; and haſt thou ſerved 
him truly, not only upon the Days which 
are ſet apart for his ſolemn Worſhip, but 
all the Days of thy Life? 


As to thy Duty towards thy Neighbour. 


HAST thou loved thy Neighbour as 
thyſelf, and done unto all, and every 
Man, as thou wouldſt they ſhould do un- 
to thee, in the like State and Condition 
of Life ? 
HAST thou (as a dutiful Child) 
loved, honourcd and ſuccoured, upon all 
Occaſion, fo far as thou wert able, thy 
natural Parents, Father and Mother ? 
HAST thou (as a good and loyal 
Subject) honoured and obeyed the King 
(the civil Father of bis Dominions) and 
all that are put in Authority under him? 
HAST thou reſpectively ſabmitted 
thyſelf to all thy Governors, Teachers, 
Spiritual Paſtors, and Maſters, and or- 
| 02 Lertd 
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dered thyſelf lowly and reyently towards 
all thy Betters? ”> 

HAST thou hurt or injured any Body 
by Word or Deed, or been true and ju 
in all thy Dealings? Doſt thou bear any 
Malice, Hatred or Revenge in thy Heart, 
which is as Murther in the Sigh of God, 

HAST thou kept thy Hands from 
picking and ſtealing, pilfering or pur- 
loining, which uſually lead on to greater 
Wickedneſs? 

HAST thou refrained thy Tongue, 
that unruly Member, from Evil- ſpeak- 
ing, Lying and Slandering, which ar 
Vices ſo common in the World? | 
HAST thou fallen among vicious 
Company, which alas too often engages 
into Folly ; and did the Danger encreaſe 
thy Care, and the Sin of others breed 
Virtue in thee. 

HAST thou taken Notice of any 
good Example, which thy gracious God 
preſented to excite thee ; and didſt thou 
immediately reſolve in thy Heat to fol- 


low and imitate it . 


Ar to thy Duty towards thyſelf. 


- HA ST thou preſerved thy Body in 
Temperance, Soberneſs and ne 
. / 2 gf e 
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defiled with fleſhly Luſts, ſuch as Glut- 
tony and Drunkenneſs, Fornication and 


dy Adultery ? 

uſt HAST thou not ne coveted 
ny or defired other Men's Goods; or hath 
rt, not the Greatneſs of another moleſted thy 
xd. Feace, and his proſperous Condition made 
m hce repine ? 


HAST thou laboured truly (with 
Contentment and Diligence) to get thy 
own Living, and to do thy Duty in that 
State of Life, unto which it hath pleaſed 
God to call thee ? 

e HAST thou tempted others to Sin, 
by Connivance or Encouragement, Com- 
mand cr Perſuaſion, and ſo encreaſed thy 
own Guilt, by furthering the Damna- 


tion of thy Brother. 


- — 


APRAYER after Examination. 


Q Thou moſt dreadful Majeſty of Hea- 
ven and Earth, who pericaly hateſt 
all Iniquity, and wilt not be reconciled 
to any impenitent Sinner, how ſhall I a 
miſerable polluted Wretch dare to look 
up unto. thee, or take thy holy Rr 
into my defiled Mouth. = 
O 3 1 
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I tonfeſs, O Lord, I am « moſt pris 
vous and abominable Sinner, and do ul. 
together deſerve thy Wrath and Indy- 
nation. How many and foul are the Sin 
which thou haſt enabled me to diſcover 
in myſelf, Sins againſt thee my gracious 
God, againſt my Neighbour, and againſt 
myſelf, the leaſt of which is enough to 
condemn me to endleſs Miſery ! and whi- 
ther then would not ſuch a Multitude of 
foul Tranſgreſſions fink me, if thy Mer- 
cies were not infinite, and thy Patience 
truly wonderful ! Yet alas, how few arc 
theſe in Compariſon of thoſe which ! 
cannot call to Mind, but are nevertheleſs 
naked and open to thy all-ſceing Eye. 
My Sins, O God, are many and great, 
moſt of them often repeated, and become 
cuſtomary and habitual. .Yea, O Lord, 
with Shame and Sorrow I confeſs I have 
ſlighted and neglected the Means of 
Grace, and by that very Patience and 
Forbearance which ſhould have led me to 
Repentance, I have encouraged myſelf to 
Sin more freely: Nay, after the moſt ſo- 
lemn Vows and Engagements, I have 
treacherouſly revolted from thee, end ſet 
at nought all thy Goodneſs to me: And 
the ſtupid Inſenſibleneſs of my own 
Heart, even now when [I remember theſe 


Things, 


— 
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Things, brings new Accuſations againſt 
me; for I feel not that deep Humilia- 
tion, that piercing Grief, that Hatred 
and Indignation againſt my Sins, and my- 
ſelf for cheriſhing of them, that I ought 
to have: Neither do I find in my Heart, 
that fervent Love of thee, that true 
Leal for thy Honour, that hungering 
Þcfire after Righteouſneſs and Holineſs 
that ſhould be in- me. 

AND now, O my God, what can I 
fay for myſelf after all this 1 have no- 
thing to plead in my own Excuſe, I have 
nothing to fly unto, but that Mercy 
which I have ſo long abuſed ; my Con- 
ſcience condemns me, my Sins cry aloud 
againſt me, ſo that unleſs thou wilt be 
pleaſed to liſten to the interceeding Blood 
of thy Jon, and to conſult thine own 
Bowels and Compaſſions, and from thence 
to raiſe Arguments of Mercy, I am un- 
done for ever by my own fooliſh Choice, 
Wherefore, for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake, 
haye Mercy upon me, heal my Soul for 
I have ſinned againſt thee, be merciful to 
my Sin for it is great. Thou haſt pro- 
miſed to receive returning Sinners, to blot 
put their Iniquities, and to heal their 
Backlidings. I deſire, O Lord, to re- 
urn unto thee, I hate ang renounce all 
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my Sins, and do here abhor myſelf j 
Duſt in Aſhes before thee; O hide not 
thy Face away from me, but humble 
my Soul yet more for my unworthinck ; 
break my Heart into true Contrition 
that it may be an acceptable Sacrifice un 
10 He. mb 
CLEANSE and purify my Soul i 
the Blood of Jeſus, that Fountain which 
thou haſt opened for Sin and for Ur 
cleanneſs; Deliver me from the Power o 
Sin and Slavery of my Luſts. O let thy 
holy Spirit take Poſſeſſion of my Soul, 
and ſo rule and reign in me, that I may 
no more be governed by my own cor- 
rupt Will, nor deceived by my own falſe 
Heart, nor be overcome by my own un- 
bridled Paſſions; work in me 'a perk 
Hatred of all that thou hateſt, and 1 
true Love of all that thou loveſt; ſtrengs 
then me by thy Grace to reſiſt and ovei- 
come all Temptations, and to perſevere 
and grow in Faith, and Love, and all 
Goodneſs, to deny all Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly and godly in this preſent World, pe- 
tiently and comfortably, looking for that 
bleſſed Hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, who gave himſelf” for us, that be 
might redeem us from all Iniquity, and 
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purify unto himſelf a peculiar People 
1zalous of good Works. In his bleſſed 
Name and moſt prevailing Words, I here 
recommend unto Thee all the Deſires and 
Needs of my Soul, and of thy whole 
church. Saying, oh 

Our Father, &c. 


Meditations to be uſed at any Time. 
0 HOW fecure and ſweetly do they 
| V ſleep who go to Bed with a quiet 
Conſcience, who after a Day of faithful 
Induſtry, in a Courſe of juſt and pious 
Living, lay down their wearied Heads in 
Peace, and fafely reſt in the Providence! 
IF they awake, their Conſcience com- 
forts them in the Dark, and bids them 
not fear the Shadow of Death ; no, nor 
even Death itſelf ; but confidently look 
op and long for the Dawn of the eternal 
J. 
LET this therefore be our Care, to 
cenſure and correct Ourſelves: to ſtri ve 
for Maſtery over the Paſſions that moleſt 
us, and diſmiſs from our Thought what 
no Way concerns us. 8. 
ARE not our Occaſions Buſineſs e- 
nough to fill up as much Time as this Life 


deſeryes? Does not the other at leaſt de- 
ſerve 


8 
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ferre every Minute of Leiſure we © 
ſpare from thi ? 
LE I the Ungolly purſue their wick. 
ed Liberties, and tay and do as they think 
\ fit; what's that to thee, my Soul, who 
ſhalt not anſwer for Others, unleſs thou 
ſome Way makeſt their Faults thy own? 
T HY Pity may grieve, and thy 

Charity endeavour; but if they will not 
hear, follow thou thy Gad, follow the 
Way that leads to Truth; follow the 
Truth that leads to Life: Follow the 
Steps of thy beloved Jeſus, who alone is 
the Way, the Truth, and the Lite. 

" FOLLOW his Holineſs in what he 
did; follow his Patience in what he uf 
ferred. Follow hin: that calls thee with 
à thouſand Promiſes; follow him that 
crowns thee with infinite Rewards; follow 
thy faithſul Lord, O my Soul, to the 
End, and thou art ſure in the End to 
poſſeſs him for ever. | 1 


—— — — — — — 


Meditations upon Death. : 


05 ALL we ſtill be complaining ? Our 
Life is but a Span, and expo to E 
umerable Sorrows, Does not the 
k „ 
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hortneſs abate its Miſcries ? Do not thoſe 
nany Miſeries commend it's ſhortneſs ? 

SHOULD not we rather rejoice at 
the Sight of Death, that hene er it comes 
fill brings us Advantage? if in our Age, 
ts a Haven of Repoſe, and ought to be 
welcome after ſo long a Voyage. 

IF in our Youth, it prevents a thou- 

ind Calamities, a thouſand Dangers of 
mining our Souls; if by an ordinary Sick- 
refs, tis the Courſe of Nature; if by 
in outward Violence, tis always the Will 
of Heaven. 
WHAT need we fear how many 
Deaths there are? we are ſure there can 
be but one for us: Dying is an Act to be 
done but once; and once well done, we 
ae happy for ever. 

LORD, we confeſs thy Decrees are 
jſt, and Ourſelves the Cauſe of all our 
Miſeries; we ſacrifice our Youth to Sport 
nd Folly, and our manly Years to Luſt 
and Pride. | 
WE ſpend our old Age in Craft and 


Avarice, and begin not to live till we 

ae ready to die; then we bewail the 

ſhortneſs of our Time, when Ourſelves 

tare prodigally tkrown it all away. 

WE leada loſe and negligent Life, and 

complain Death takes us n— 
ar 


Our Days are perhaps too few. to gg 
rich, or fatisfie the Ambition of an has 
ty Spirit. | 2 


as the faithful Endeayours of a pia 
Mind. 


nough not to ſeem tedious, and long 


reap the Increaſe? _ 
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| 


BUT to be taught the Love of G 
and the meek and humble Life of 7 
requires not ſo much a Number of Yell; 
| 


COULD we beſtow on the Impron 
ment of our Souls, the Time we fo vain 
trifle away, our Day would be ſhort « 


nough to finiſh our appointed Task. - 

AND what, O Lord, is our Buſineſ 
here, but to trim our Lamps, and wii 
thy coming? but to ſow the immort 
Seed of Hope, and expect hereafter tt 


N 


| 


NO Matter how late the Fruit | 
gathered, if ſtill it go on in growing 
ter; no Matter how ſoon it falls from the 
Tree, if not blown down before it be 
ripe. ; -— 
O Thou moſt juſt, but ſecret Prove 
dence, who governeſt all Things by the 
Counſel of thy Will, whoſe powerfil 
Hand can wound and heal, lead down t0 
the Grave, and bring back again. 

STRIKE as thou pleaſeſt our Health 
our Lives, we cannot be ſafer than 15 thy 
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ipoſal : only theſe few Requeſts we 
umbly make, which O may thy Cle- 
nency vouchſafe to hear. 
CUT us not off in the Midſt of our 
ally, nor ſuffer us to expire with our 
bins unpardoned, but make us, Lord, 
ſt ready for thy ſelf, then take us to 
hbyſelf, in thine own fit Time. 


A Prayer at the Hour of Death. 
JN the Midſt of this Life we are in 


Death; of whom then may wwe ſeek 
or Succour but of Thee, O Lord, who 
or our Sins art juſtly diſpleaſed ? yet, O 
merciful Saviour, remember the Work of 
thy Hands, and the Purchaſe of thy 
Blood; give not up this thy departing 
Creature unto the bitter Pains of eternal 
Death; Lord remember now thy great 
Mercy,. and thy bloody Suffering, Death 
and Paſſion ;, let thy Bowels melt in ten- 
der Compaſſion towards this Perſon in 
bis great Extremity : ſhut up Hell and 
open Heaven, that he may behold thoſe 
Things which belong unto his Peace. O 
Lord deſtroy not; O Lord ſorſats not ; 
0 Lord moſt holy, O God moſt mighty ; 
O holy 
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O holy and merciful Saviour, Thos x 
worthy Fudge eternal, ſuffer not il 
Perſon at this laſt Hour, for any Pai 

Death to fall from Thee: But we 
eech Thee, condud him through 1 
Valley of the Shadow of Death, wt 
the Land of everlaſiing Life. Amen. 


Our Father, &c. 
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MEDITATIONS on a SCULL. 


72 ENV Macedonian's Monrach firſt begun, 

To count hero aft this Glaſs of Time did run, 

He charg'd his Page, oft as the Sun did riſe, 

With this loud Motto, to uncloſe his Eyes: 

Remember, Royal Sir, how Time doth Fly, 

lu are but Man, and Man was born to die: 

S 'twas the Cuſtom at the Egyptian Feaſts, 

To entertain the WWelcom'ft of their Gueſts, 

In nid of Mirth and height of Jolity, 

Vith the ſud Sight of Man's Anatomy, 

Srv'd in with this loud Matto, all muſt die. 

To imitate their Actions let us paſs, 

Some little Time to 'view this Looking-Glaſs ; 

Behold here ſtands to entertain thine Eye, 

A ſericus Emblem of Mortality; 

A dead Man's Scull, thine orun, reſemblance tis, 

His Face like thine was once, and thine lite his 

Myſt ſhortly be; "tis but a little Breath 

That keeps thy Carcaſe from the Cave of Death; 

And then behold thy Looks, behold hoo. thin 

His Face is now, tis but a little Skin 

That alters thine, for lo your Day comes on, 

Shall bring this Viſage to 4 Skeleton ; 

Thy Cheeks are plump, his were as fle/bly tao; 

but now they're fallen; ſee what Death can do; 
| Death 


* Alexander, King of Macedonia. 
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1 Death pulls your pride down, of your Iiiy Plus 
1 Death blaſts the Beauty of your faireſt Rus; 
Death dulls the Luſtre of yaur ſparkling Eye; 
Death damps the lofty Looks of Majeſty ;- -+ 
Death ſoils ytur Locks, your Curls, and fputs / lm 
And lays them rotten-in the ſilent Graue; 
4 O conquering Death, behold poor fading Duft, 

Here is the Tropick of that King, who muſt, 
| Pull down thy Pride; behold this empty Scull, 
9 Was once repleat with Braius, perchance and ful 
\ Of Wit, as thine, and yet ans doth nat know, 
4 Whether he were a Foul, or wiſe or a; 
1 Not by his Looks, or View, or Viſage, well, 
i Do you think he was a Lawyer ? who can tell? 
, May be a Fudge, and oftentimes has ſhnon, 
4 Poor Men their Dam, yet could not paſ his mn 
| Or, aſt his Worſhip, now you may bebild ; 
if Prercebance he was a Lord in Time of old, 
But hell nat Anſiuer, than conclude you muſt, 
[i He bft his Tongue, and Honour in the Dy. 
j Poor empty Shell, who knows to lock upon | 
Thy vacant Pate, whither thy Soul is gone; 
Or, who doth knnv, ſince now his Looks art dt 
Whether he wore a Cap or wore a Crown; 
Or, who doth know, whether before the Grave 
Conſumed his Fleſh, He were a Prince or Slave. 
See, here's no Token, then let's learn from hendh, 
"Twixt Rich and Poor, once dead, no Differenc ? 
And fee from thence, poor fickle Man, thy Stat, 
Thy brit bie Sun-ſtine, hath a ſetting Pas. 
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y Ghries wither, and in Time Decay, 
Ny Riches males them IWings, and fly away 3 

Th Beauty blaſting, and thy Feet do fly 
On Wings, in ſpeed to reach mortality, 
Behold this Scull, this poor refined Clay, 
Hw filent tis, yet hart, methinks deth ſay 3 
Fillnw your Leader, let's Approach it nigh, 
I whiſpering Notes it tells us all muſt die, 
Myſt all Men die, and muſt the greedy Grave 
Conſume thoſe Corps which now ſuch Figour have 
Muſt Beauty die, and muſt thoſe ſparkling Eyes, 
IWhich fire mens Hearts became a mortal Prize. 
Muſt Strength decay, and muſt our Limbs fo found 
IWhich ſhake the Earth, lie ratting in the Ground, 
0 unquering Death ! but ſlay, look up and ſy, 
Behold a flranger Champion draweth nigh, | 
Chrift, clad in Glory, tremble tyrant ſee, | 
The mighty Monarch of Eternity, | 
| Great King of King's, armed with a ſecond Life, 
Mu Death muſt die, Omega end the Strife, 
Cheer up then Soul, and never drend to die, 
Death doth but lead to Immortality. 
4 ſervile Porter which dath ape the Gate, 
That ſhows to Heaven, and ſetts us in a State 
Of endleſs Glory, with the hatpy Guide, 7 
That lights us ta the Chamber of the Bride. "3 6: 
And blefſed Lamb which only ſerves in place, 
To bring poor Pilgrims to their Father's Face. 
Learn is die well, O then thy Taſk is done, 
Toy ſetting Soul, ſhall fee the riſing Sun, 
Of fplendid Glory, and thy waking Eye, 
Behold rich Manjions of Eternity, 

a P Rivers 


Rivers Phaſure in a Land of Peace, © * 
Where Griefs give o'er, where Sickneſs fill ſtall wal 
Where Cares do end, and Pains their Periu find, 
Where Sighs are baniſb d, where the troubled Mind ' 
Meets a Relief, where Tears are wif'd away, 
Where Endys baniſ#d, where perpetual Day 
Salutes thy Soul with a Quietus eſt, 

And holy Requiem in a Land of t. 
The Grave's a Couch, whereon our Corps Gall take 
1 A gentle Slumber, till the Trump ſhall wake, 
1 And call us thence, till Chriſt ſhall with a Train, 

| 


l 


Of bleſſed Angels come from Heaven again, 
To judge the Warld, and in a ſacred he, 

| Unite our Souls to all Eternity. 

| Till then we ſleep, till than we ſhall, 

4 Ss ſeundly too, that all the World may call, 
All Dangers paſt, when Natures Debt is paid, 
| And in the Grave there's none can be afraid. 


A general Prayer for Debtors in Priſon. 


M OST pracious God, look down in Pity 

Compalſion upon thy afflicted Servants,' i 

are fallen under the Miſerics of Impriſenment. 61 

them altvays a deep Senſe of their Sins, and f | 

Fatherly Love and Correttion; and the mare l 

Confinement preſſeth on them, the more let the Ct 

forts of thy Grace and Mercy abound towards i 

Give to their Creditors Tenderneſs and Compe1W 
and to them a meet and forgiving Spirit tor 

thoſe that have confined them ; and a full Pup 

to repair the Injuries and Loſſes, that any have fi 

tained by them. Raiſe up Friends to pity a 


/ "Wy 
N * ” 
* * 
6 


( 211 } 
them 3 give them the continual Comfort of thy Coun- 
mance bere; and ſo ſanftifie their Aflictions, that 
they may work for them an eternal Weight of Glory, 
through the Merits and Mediation of Feſus Chriſt 


tr Lord, Amen. 


{PRAYER 20 be uſed by one who hath 
been guilty of Adultery and Murder. 


LORD, the great and dreadful 
God, the impartial Judge of all 
Men, I bluſh to lift up ny Face to thee 
ny God, Righteouſneſs belongeth to thee ; 
ſor thou art juſt and holy in all thy Ways: 
but J am a vile and miſerable Sinner, the 
Reproach of Men, and therefore nothing 
belongs to me but Shame and Confuſion 
of Face. Thou, O Lord, haſt dealt merci- 
fully and exceeding bountifully with we; 
but J have forſaken thee, and rebelled a- 
rainſt thee, J have ſerved divers Luſts 
and Pleaſures ; my Eyes and Heart were 
lull of Adultery, fo that I could not ceaſe 
om Sin. Nor have J ſinned alone, O 
Lord, for { have drawn many with me 
nto the Snare of the Devil; ſo that my 
ans are innumerable, and aggravated by 
many Circumſtances; J have to all this 
ded that execrable Sin of ſhedding in- 
toxcent Blood, and done what 1 could to 
like the Motions of thy good Spirit: 
| WP | But 
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O merciful God, take Pity on the 
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But now my Sins and thy righteous Jud 


ments have found me out, I acknowledy: 
this is in great Mercy to my Soul, that] 


might not lie and periſh in my Sim: 


am confounded and aſhamed, I abhor 
ſelf in Duſt and Aſhes: I conſeſs ]& 
not only deſerve to dic this infamous 
Death, but to be caſt out of thy Sight 
into outer Darkneſs ; for thou art of purer 
Eyes then to behold Iniquity, and the 
deceitful and blood thirſty Men thy Soul 
abhorreth; fo that 7 may juſtly fear my 
Prayers are an Abomination to thee; yet 
whither ſhall I fly from thy Preſence? 
Thy Hand hath overtaken me, and I am 
now to appear at thy Judgment-Seat: 
my Soul 1 ful of Tuc, and I am 2. 
fraid of thy Judgments, The Remem- 
brance of my Sins is grievous unto mr, 
the Burden of them is intollerable: yet 
my only Hope is, that thou art gracious 
and merciful, low to Anger, ready to 
forgive; and thy Son gave himſelf to dic, 
and bore our Sins on his own Body. He 
ever lives and maketh Interceſſion for 
Sinners, and is able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt all that come to thee, O God, by 
him. I confeſs J come at the laſt Mo- 
ment, when J have nothing elſe leſt me, 


d fo th ſt juſtly reject me. Let 
and ſo thou mayſt juſtly rej yo 
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of thine own Hands: Beget in me for 
Chriſt his Sake, a deeper Senſe of my Sin 
and Guilr, that J may tremble for Fear 
of thy Judgments, and cry to thee Night 
and Day. Let none of this little Time 
that is given me to repent be loſt : For 
thy Name Sake pardon my Iniquity, for 
it is great, and deliver ne from Blood- 
guiltineſs, O God, thou art the God of 
my Salvation : Open my Heart and Lips, 
that yy Mouth may ſhew forth thy Prailc, 
that Sinners ſceing thy Judgments and 
my Repentance, may be converted unto 
thee; that 1 who by my vicious Life 
have ſo much diſhonourcd thee, may by 
my Death glorify thee. O hear and have 
Mercy on me; pity and pardon, O moſt 
merciful Redeemer ; waſh y defiled Sou] 
with thy moſt precious Blood, and for 
the Glory of thy Mercy, tend down up- 
on me thy free Spirit to convince e of 
Sin, and of Righteouſneſs, and of Judg- 
ment: And grant me, a wretched and ſor- 
lorn Sinner, ſome of thoſe Comſorts, that 
may ſupport me under thoſe Agonies that 
are ſo terrible. O viſit e with thy Sal- 
vation, ſpeak comfortably to me, ſay to 
my Soul, thy Sins are forgiven thee. Lord 
deliver ne ſrom the Fears of Death, and 
be with me in my laſt Paſſage ; give me 
ſome Glimpſe of Hope, that I may die 
P 3 with 
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with the Aſſurance of thy Fayour 200 
Pardon. I humbly ſubmit to thy Juſt - 
in my Death; but I moſt carnefſtly pry 
that J may be delivered from eter 
Death and everlaſting Burnings; and whet 
my Soul is departed from this vile Body 
let it be brought into thy Preſence, that 
1 may bleſs and glorifie thy Name eter- 
nally, for the Riches' of thy Grace and 
Mercy which has ſo abounded towards 
me. Be merciful, O Lord, be merciful 
to my afflicted Family, comfort my deſo- 
late Wite, according to the Evil I have 
cauſed her to ſec. Teach my poor Child 
by my Example, not to fin againſt thee. 
Give true Repentance to all who I hate 
tempted to Sin, in particular to that mi- 
ſerable Perſon who was my Partner in 6 
much Wickedneſs; thou haſt given ber 
Time to repent, Lord give her Grace to 
do it, leſt a worſe Thing befal her. And 
now into thy Hands I commit my Soul, 
and conclude in his Words who taught 
me when J pray to ſay, / 


Our Father, &c. 
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Another PRAYER for one in ſuch 
Circumſtances. 

0 MOST holy and rightcous Judge 

of the whole World, give a ſinſul 
and miſerable Wretch Leave to proſtrate 
himſelf beſore the Throne of thy Grace, 
and implore that Mercy which I have for- 
merly deſpiſed and abuſed : I am not wor- 
thy I confeſs to lift up my Eyes towards 
Heaven, and it becomes me ip the great- 
eſt Dejection of Spirit to ſigh and groan 
under the Load of my Sins, which have 
been ſo great and many, fo bold, fo pre- 
ſumptious, and ſhameleſs, that when with 
an awakened Mind I reflet upon them, I 
im ready to ſink into Hell, and deſpair 
of any Mercy. O God, how haye I ha- 
ted Inſtructions, and my Heart deſpiſcd 
Reproof, and have not obeyed the Voice 
of my Teachers, nor inclined y Ear to 
them that admoniſhed me! How ſwift 
have been ny Feet to run into Evil, and 
how backward and averſe have I been to 
any Thing that is good. O! the Injuries 
which J have done my Neighbours, the 
Abuſe of my Wife and Children, myſelf, 


and thy good Creatures, the protane Neg- 
lect 
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Trembling, and a great Senſe of my Ut- 


wilt vouchfaſe me but the ſmalleſt Hope 


E _— 
„ 
lea, nay Contempt of thee, and the Du 
ties of thy Worſhip and Service, Th 
Remembrance of all this is dreadfal, t 
Burden is intolletable, how ſhall I appe: 
before thee, at whoſe Rebuke the Moun 
tains . _ J could not think o 
appearing beſote an eatthly Judge wit 
out Shame and Atem of Spi 
O Lord, work in me a great Dread o 
thee, with a greater Shame and Confuſiot 
of Face now that I am in thy Preſence 
for which End be pleated to repreſent 
unto me effectually the Wickedneſs and 
Baſeneſs, and Vileneſs of all wy evil Dc 
ings, as well as the Guilt and juſt Deſert 
of them; O that I could hate and abho 
them more than that Death which I er 
2e& very ſhortly to ſuffer for them. | 
tow on ne, O Lord, that ingenious ati 
godly Sorrow which worketh Repentance 
and unfeigned Purpoſes of Amendment 
of Life. They come too late indeed, 
may juſtly think, to find Acteptanice with 
thee; and therefore not without Feat and 


1 1 , 
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deſervings J look up unto thee, acknov- 
ledging thy infinite Goodrieſs, it thou 
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MERCY, Mercy, good Lord, caft 
1 not quite out of thy Sight for Jeſus 
Chriſt his Sake, who gave himiclf tor us 
to redeem us from all Iniquiry. It is the 
Beginning of ſome Mercy, and an Earneſt 
hope of more, that thou haſt made e 
ſenſible of ine Offences, and that thou 
haſt wrought in me a Reſolution to for- 
fake them, and ſome Love to a godly, 
ſober and righteous Life. Help me, O 
Lord, to manifeſt the Sincerity and Up- 
ightneſs of my Soul in theſe Retolutions 
3 much as 1 am able, by giving thee 
hearty Thanks, that the Hand of juſtice 
has overtaken and laid hold upon e., 
and put a Stop to the further Miſchief 

which J might have committed, and by - 
making a free and open Confeſſion of my 
Crimes, and taking the Shame which be- 
longs to me before others, and by ac- 
knowledging that I am unworthy to live, 
and by earneſt Admoniſhments to all to 
be warned by y Example, and to ceaſe 
betimes to do Evil, and learn to do well. 
O God, that I could glorify thee a little 
in my latter End after this manner, and 
till J come to receive my deſerved Pu- 
nſhment, help me to ſpend my Time in 
bewailing my Sins, in humbling ſelf 
belore thee for them, in ſetting Heart 
| __ againſt 
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againſt them, in ſtudying and admirine 
with the greateſt Affection, the holy Li 
of the Lord Jcſus, in calling other Of 
fenders to Repentance, and exhertine 
them thereby to give thee Glory. Deny 
me not Grace I beſcech thee, to enable 
me thus to employ myſelf, that I may 
have ſome fore Taſte of thy Mercy, and 
the Fear of Death may be abated by 
ſome Hope, that when my Soul ſhall be 
parted from the Body, thon, O bleſſed 
Jeſus will receive it, though fo unwor- 
thy, into ſome of the heavenly Manſions. 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 


| 
| 
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A Prayer for a Murderer. 


O Merciſul God! which according to 
the Multitude of thy Mercies doeſt 
ſo put away the Sins of thoſe which truly 
repent, that thou remembreſt them no 
more. T 
OPEN thine Eye of Mercy upon me 
wretched Sinner that 1 am! who molt 
earneſtly deſire Pardon and Forgiveneß oſ 
all my former Sins, and particularly for my 
late horrid Blood guiltineſs. | 
LORD, if it be not to late (and / 


truſt no Time is too late for ye P 
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bew Mercy) waſh away this Blood of 
my Brother which ſticks ſo cloſe to my 
Soul, in the blood of my Saviour, (O let 
me call him ſo!) which was ſhed for my 
Sins, and the Sins of the whole World. 

LET not the Voice of my murder'd 
Brother's Blood cry louder for Vengeance, 
then the Blood of our crucified Jeſus be 
heard to cry for Pardon. 

GIVE me, Lord, a truly penitent 
Heart, and then accept of that penitent 
Heart of mine, which is thine own Gift. 
GIVE me plenty of briniſh Tears; but 
firſt ſteep and waſh thoſe Tears of mine 
in the Wounds of thy Son. 

MAKE me here to abhor, and loath, 
and judge, and condemn my ſelf; that in 
the great Day hercaftcr, the great Day 
of the Lord, I may not be condemned 
cternally both Body and Soul. 

RENEW in me, moſt loving Father, 
whatſoever hath been decayed by the 
Fraud and Malice of the Devil, or by 
= own bloody carnal Will and Frail- 
ne | 
CAUSE me to ſet all my Sins before 
my Face, and then do thou caſt them be- 
hind thy back. | 

CAUSE me to ſpread all my Sins be- 
ſore thee wy God, as He=ekiah did the 
blaiphemous 


% 
blaſphemous Papers of Rab/behah; and 
then do thou blow them away with the 
Blaſt of thy holy Spirit. 
AN ſoraſmuch as 1 do humbly and 
earneſtly deſire to put 24y Truſt only in 
thy Mercy, Impute not unto me my for- 
mer or latter Sins; the Sins of my Body, 
and the Sins of my Soul; Sins of Omi 
ſton, or Sins of Commiſſion ; Sins which 
IJ have done to pleaſe my ſelf, or others; 
Sins againſt the Firſt, or againſt” the Se- 
cond Table; againſt thee my God, 2gainſt 
my Neighbour, or againſt mine own Soul, 
LE I this firſt Death of mine, which 
J am now ready to pay in Satisfaction to 
Man's Law, be zcceptable in thy Sight 
O God; and fo do thou deliver me from” 
the ſecond Death, 
DELIVER me from n Blood-guilti- 
neſs, O God, and take me yet into thy 
Favour, through the Merits and Blood 
ſhedding of thy moſt dearly beloved Son, 
Jeſus Chriſt, Amen! Amen! 
EF ACULATIONS © 
WRETCHED Man that I am, who 
ſhall deliver me from my blood guiltineſs 
who ſhall deliver me from this Body ol 
Sin and Dean 
' LORD have Mercy upon me Sinn 


CHRIST have Mercy upon me 4 Sit- 
ner . ; 2 + 5 LORD 
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LORD have Mercy upon me a Sin- 
vr; 4 mercileſs, a prophane, a thieving, 
bloody Sanner / 
LORD, though J had no mercy upon 
y Brother, yet do Thou have mercy 
pon me: For, Lord, I have fo much 
the more need of mercy for ) Soul, by 
ow much I had fo little mercy upon 
bs Liſe. BE | 
LORD, I confeſs with Horror of Soul, 
that J killed him ſuddenly, giving him 
to Time to prepare for Death: _. 
YET, Lord, I muſt confeſs to th 
great Glory and Goodneſs, that Thou 
haſt given me time and reſpite to repent 
leſore I die. - 


_—_—_— 
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Prayer againſt Swearing, Lying, aud 
Erouil. ſpenting. 


LORD, who art a God of Truth, 
and without Iniquity, ſet a Watch 
leſore my Mouth, and put thy Fear in 
my Heart, yet 1 never prophane the 
Name of ny God, nor ſwear by it fally, 
bor take thy Name in vain. Deliver my 
Sul, O Lord, from lying Lips, and from 
deceitful Tongue. Defend e from as 
Heart that de viſeth wicked Imaginations ; 

F | a 
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a falſe Witneſs, and him that ſoweth D. 
cord among Brethren : Remove from » 
all Thoughts that are without Unde 
ſtanding. Let all Bitterneſs and Wrat 
and Anger, and Clamour, and Evil- ſpeak 
ing, be put away from me, with all M 
lice : that I do no Evil to my Neighbour 
nor ſlander y Neighbour, nor retrain te 
ſpeak when there is Occaſion to do good 
Grant this, I beſeech Thee, O Lord, for 
the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt, Amex. 


fit. 
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| The Colleff for Pardon of Sins. 
VISITATION OFFICE, 


| Merciſul God, who, according to 
the Multitude of thy Mercics, doſt 
ſo put away the Sins of thoſe who truly 
repent, that thou remembreſt them no 
more; open thine Eye of Mercy upon 
me thine unworthy Servant, who molt 
carneſtly deſire Pardon and Forgivenels 
Renew in me, moſt loving Father, what- 
ſoever hath been decay'd by the Fraud 
and Malice of the Devil, or by my on 
carnal Will and Frailneſs, Preſerve and 
continue me thy afflicted Member in the 
Unity of the Church : Conſider 2. * 
l 
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tion, accept my Tears, and aſlwage my 
borrow, as to Thee ſhall ſeem moſt ex- 
vedient for me. And foraſmuch as I put 
y whole Truſt only in thy Mercy, im- 
pute not unto me my former Sins; but 
frengthen me with thy bleſſed Spirit, and 
when thou art pleaſed to take me hence, 
uke me unto thy Fayour, through the 
Merits of thy moſt dearly Son Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen. + 


c 


For Preparation to Tudement, from 
Biſhop K EN. 


BELIEVE, O bleſſed Jeſus, that 
from thy Throne, at God's Right Hand, 
WT vere thou now ſitteſt, Thou wilt come 
gain attended with thy Holy Angels. J 
lelieve, O thou adorable Judge, that all 
Mankind ſhall be ſummoned before thy 
wiul Tribunal; that all the Dead, who 
ſhall be awaked out of their Graves, 
when the Angel ſhall blow the /aſt Trump, 
nd all, that jhall be then alive, muſt im- 
nediately appear before Thee. I believe, 
wat J, and all the World, ſhall give a 
ict Account of all our Thoughts, Words, 
nd Actions; that the Books will then be 
opened; that out of thoſe dreadful Regi- 

ſters, 


- mindful of my great Account and 


love end praiſe Thee. And grant, thy 
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ſters, I ſhall be judged ; that ail 
my own Conſcience ſnall be M 
Oh! let the /a/f Trumpet be 
founding in y Ears, that I 


JI may neither ipcak nor do, 
any Thing that may wound myrawnd 
ſcience, or provoke thy Angeß 
me to tremble at that awful D 
O Lord, that Love only ſhat 
dure that terrible Teſt; that 
ſhall then be acquitted; that Zara 
ſhall be cternally bleſſed ; an 
grant, I beſcech Thee, that 


loving Thee, I may never de 
Bleſſing, that is neceſſary for many 
Life, or the next; where I hope 
partaker of thy Love, even eral 
ſpeakable Love, which bath 
will compaſſionate all W ina 
And now, good Lord, let 
my Shame, thy Love, my Clio 
Providence, ny Guard; thy Gm 
Portion, both now, at the 
Death, and in the Day of ju 

Dt FEND, O Lord, . this 
with thy heavenly Grace, that mane 
tinue thine for ever, and dai 
thy Holy Spirit more and maß * 
— 
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ame to thine everlaſting Kingdom, thro 
eus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


3 a 8 


{Prayer to be. uſed daily 2 Priſoners, 
after the Sentence of Condemnation 15 
paſſed upon them. | 


Almighty Lord God, the righteous 
Fudge of all the Earth, who, in thy 
noyidential Juſtice doſt frequently inflict 
rere Vengeance upon Sinners in this Life, 
that Thou may'ſt, by their 1ad Examples, 
fetually deter others from committing 
the like heinous Offences, and that they 
themſelves, truly repenting of all their 
lniquities, may eſcape the fiery Condem- 
nation of Fell, Look down in Mercy 
upon me thy ſorrowfut Servant, when 
Thou haſt ſuffered to become the unhap- 
py Os ject of offended Fuſtzce in this 
World, Give me a thorough Senſe of 
ell thoſe evil Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions, which have ſo provoked thy 
Patience, that Thou haſt been pleaſed to 
permit this public and ſhameful Judg- 
ment to fall upon me ; and grant me ſuch 
i Portion of Grace, and godly Sincerity, 
that I may heartily confeſs, and unfeign= 
Uly repent of eycry Breach of thoſe moſt 
. Holy 
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Holy Laws and Ordinances, which, if 
Man do, he ſhall even live in them. 
no Root of Bitterneſs, and Malice, nc 
habitual and deadly Sin, either of Omiſi 
or Commiſſion, remain undifturb'd in 
Heart ; but enable me to make my Re 
pentance univerſal, without the leaſt flut 
ering or deceittul Reſerve, that fo I ms 
clear my Conſcience, before I cloſe m 
Eyes. And now that thou haſt brough 
me even within the View of my 1 
Home, and made me ſenſible, that th 
Time of my Diſſolution draweth near 
endue me, I humbly pray Thee, O gn 
cious Father, with ſuch Chriſtian Forts 
tude, that neither the Terrors of thy pre 
ſent e however diſtaſtful t 
Fleſbh and Blood, nor the Remembranc 
of my former Sins, how enormous ſoeve 
nor the infinuating Temptations of th 
Devil, may have Power to fink m 
Spirits into a Deſpondency of thine eve 
lafting Mercies in the bleſſed So of 1 
Love. Make me to know and feel, thi 
there is no other Name under Heaw 
given to Man, in whom, and thro 
whom, I may receive Health and Sali 
tron, but only the Name of our Liar 
Feſus Chriſt; who did humble hinfc 
even to the Death upon the Croſ fir © 
|  "miſerath 
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miſerable Sinners, who lay in Darknefs 
and the Shadow of Death, that He might 
nake them the Children of God, and exalt 
them to everlaſiing Life. Wean my 
Thoughts and Affections, good Lord, from 
all the vain and deluding Enjoyments of 
this tranſitory World, that I may not 
inly with patient Reſignation ſubmit to 
the appointed Stroke of Death, but that 
my Faith and Hope may be ſo elevated, 
that I may conceive a longing Deſire to 
be difſolv'd from this my Earthly Taber- 
nacle, and to be with Chrift, which is 
far better than all the . Happineſs I can | 
viſh for beſides. And in a due Scnſc of | 
ny own extraordinary Want of Forgive- %* 
nels at thy Hand, and of my utter Un- 
worthineſs of the very leaſt of all thy Fa- 
yours, O Lord Jeſus, make meſo truly and 
univerſally Charitable, that in an undif- 
ſembled Compliance with thy own aw- 
ful Command, and moſt endearing Ex- 
unple, I may both freely forgive and 
wrdially pray for my moſt inveterate E- 
wmtes, Per ſecutors, and Slanderers. = 
THEN will / Sorrowful Prayers 
nd Tears be acceptable in the Sight of 
Cod: Then ſhall I be qualified to ex- 
change this cloſe bodily Confinement, and 
licſc uneaty Ferrers, for the glorious Li- 
111 
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me not at my laſt Hour, for any Pain of 


er Taſte of the Powers of the Life to 


1 
berty of the Sons of God: And ther 
ſhall my legal Doom upon Earth, be 
changed into a comfortable Sentence « 
Mercy in the higheſt Heavens ; and 
through thy moſt precious Merits, O bleſ 
ſed Saviour of Mankind, who doſt live 
and govern all Things, World without 
End, Amen. | 
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On the Dar, and at the Puact of Exc 
cution this may be uſed. 


ETERNAL, Omnipotent, and In- 
comprehenſible God, Lord of my 
Life, and determiner of Days; my Body 
now is reſolving into Duſt, and wy Soul 
returning to Thee that gave it. Thou 
knoweſt, Lord, the Secrets of my Heart, 
ſhut not thy merciful Ears to. my Praycr, 
but hear me. O Lord moſt holy, O God 
moſt mighty, O holy and merciful Saviour, 
Thou moſt worthy Judge eternal, fuffr 


Death to fall from Thee : draw near unto 
me, who make haſt to come unto T hec, 
Giye me a clearer Sight of Thee, by hon 
much the nearer 1 am out of the dark 
Priſon of my Body: Give me alſo a Quick- 


come, 
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come, that I may more comfortably 

ger theſe laſt Troubles of this preſent 
Like. O Lord, my Soul is heavy even 
into Death; for the Weight of all my 
Sins (aggravated by the Devil) is at once 
upon me, and I fink and faint under this 
Burden which is too heavy for me to bear: 
neither is there any Means under Heaven 
to eaſe me of it, but by laying it upon 
him that bath born our Infirmities, and 
cried our Sorrows, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
Thou art the only Phyſician, heal me; 
Thou art that bleſſed Samaritan, pity me; 
Thou art the Reſurrection and the Life, 
quicken me. O Father of Mercy, and 
God of all Conſolations, let not the Guilt 
of my Sins, or Horror of thy Judgments, 
or Satan's Suggeſtions, or the Fear of 
Death, or Terrors of Hell, drive me to 
Deſparation, I confeſs, that for my Un- 
mindfulneſs of thee, and Ungratefulneſs 
to thee all my Life; I deſerve that thou 
ſhouldeſt utterly abandon and forſake me 
now at my Death : but thy Thoughts are 
not like our Thoughts, nor thy Affections 
like ours, Though a Woman ſhould for- 
get the Fruit of her Womb, yet thou 
wilt not, or can'ſt not fi thoſe that 
truſt in thee. Thy Gifts and Graces are 
vithout Repentance, and whom thou 


Q3 loyeſt, 


gracious Lord, accept the Will for he 


all that ) Saviour Jeſus Chriſt hath done 
and ſuffered for me, 1 entreat Thee, ſpeak 
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loveſt, thou loveſt to the End. Thou 
wilt not break a bruiſed Reed, nor quench 
the ſmoak ing Flax. Thou haſt ſeverel 
corrected me in this my dreadful Condem 
nation; yet, thou haſt not, and I fied 
faſtly believe, thou wilt not give me cy: 
to eternal Death. Dear Father, ſnew thi 
Strength in my greateſt Weakneis: cc 
firm thy Mercy to me in my greateſt 
Need; apply thy comfort to me in this 
my laſt Extremity, and diminiſh the Fe: 
of Death by the aſſured Hope of a bettet 
Life. Call to my Mind, (whilſt yet! 
breathe) all the Errors of my Underſtand 
ing, that I may timely revoke them 
all the Sins of my Will, that I ma 
heartily bewail them; all the Teſtimonie 
of thy Love, that I may gratefully ac 
knowledge them: all the Promiſes of thy 
Goſpel, that I may comfortably embrace 
them; all my holy Vows and Purpoſes 
that I may finally confirm them, and 
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Deed. | 

O let me, that am now returning fc 
Duſt and Aſhes, ſpeak but this once tc 
my Lord and Maker. With all my Heart 
Soul, and Strength, I beſeech Thee, b) 


Peace, 


. 
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Peace, Peace to my Soul at her — 
ind ſay unto her, I am thy Salvation. 
nake my Election ſure, by my true Re- 
xentance, fervent Charity, aſſured Confi- 
&nce, conſtant Patience, comfortable Per- 
{yerence unto the End, and in the End. 
Amen. 


6 


From the Office of Burial. 


N the Midft of Life we are in Death: 

Of whom may we ſeek for Succour, 
but of Thee, O Lord, who for our Sins 
ue juſtly diſpleaſed? Yet, O Lord God 
moſt holy, O Lord moft mighty, O holy 
ad moſt merciful Saviour, deliver us 
not into the bitter Pains of eternal Death. 
Thou knoweſt, Lord, the Secrets of our 
Hearts : Shut not thy merciful Ears to 
cur Prayers, but ſpare us Lord moſt Holy, 
0 God moſt mighty, O holy and merci- 
ful Saviour, Thou moſt worthy Judge 
Eternal, ſuffer us not at our laſt. , 
lor any Pains of Death to fall from thee. 
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VISITATION OFFICE, 
LMIGHTY God, with whom do 
£ A live the Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfect, after they are delivered from their 
Earthly Priſons ; we humbly commend 
the Soul of this thy Servant, into thy 
Hands, as into the Hands of a moſt faith- 
ful Creator, and merciful Saviour, humbly 
beſeeching thee, that it may be precious 
in thy Sight. Waſh it, we pray thee, in 
the Blood of that immaculate Lamb, that 
was ſlain to take away the Sins of the 
World. That whatſoever Defilementsit 
may have contracted in the midſt of this 
miſerable and naughty World, thro' the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, or the Wiles of Satan, 
being purged and done away, it may be 
preſented pure, and without Spot, before 
Thee. And teach us, who Survive, in 
this, and other like Spectacles of Mortality, 
to ſee how frail. and uncertain our own 
Condition is, and ſo to number our Days, 
that we may ſeriouſly apply our Hearts to 
that holy and heavenly Wiſdom, whilſt 
we live here, which may in the End bring 
us » Life everlaſting, thro' the Merits of 
elus Chriſt, thy only Son, our Lord, 
— 5 "3 Form: 
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Forms of commending departing Souls, by 
Biſhop Andrews. 


[* RD now letteſt thou thy Servant 
depart in Peace: Into thy Hands we 
commend his Spirit; for thou haſt re- 
deemed him, O Lord, thou God of 
Truth. Bring his Soul out of Priſon, 
that it may praiſe thee; and ſay unto 


him, T am your Salvation. O deliver him 


from this Body of Death, and let him 
be this Day with thee in Paradiſe. Let 
him now feel the Salvation of Jeſus, 
and the Anointing of Chriſt, even the 
Oil of Gladneſs, wherewith thou art 
anointed, Guide him through the Valley 
of the Shadow of Death, and let him ſee 
the Goodneſs of the Lord in the Land 
of the Living. Lord Jeſus, receive hig 
Spirit in Peace, and open to him the Gates 
of everlaſting Glory, Let thy good Spi- 
nit conduct him into the Land of Righ- 
teouſneſs, into thy holy Hill, into thy 
heavenly Kingdom. Send thine Angels 
to lead him from hence into Abraham's 
Boſom, and to place him in the Habita - 
tion of Light and Peace, of Joy and 
Cladneſs. Receive him in the Arms of 

"5 _ 


able Mercy, and pardon. all the Sins of 


_ Grace into you, be now and evermore your 


* 
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thy Mercy, and give him an Inheritance 
with the Saints in Light, there to reign 
with thine - elect Angels, with the holy 
Prophets and Apoſtles, with all the Hoſt 
of Heaven, in all Joy and Glory, and 
Happineſs for evermore. Amen. 


1 


After ſome Reſpite, this may be the Con- 
| cluſion. Biſbop Coins. 


NT ©O thy Hands, O Lord, we com- 

mend the Soul of this thy Servant, 
now departing from his Body. Acknow- 
ledge, we meekly beſeech thee, the Work 
of thine own Hands, the Sheep of thine 
own Fold, the Sinner of thine own re- 
deeming ; receive him into thine unſpeak- 


his whole Life, for Chriſt Jeſus Sake. 


GOD the Father, who created you, 
God the Son who hath redeemed you, God 
the Holy Ghoſt, who hath infuſed his 


Defence, aſſiſt 30 in this your laſt Trial, 
and bring you into the Way of everlaſting 
Life. Chriſt, that redeemed 9es with his 
Agony and bloody Death, have Mercy 
upon 50, and ſtrengthen you in 4 — 


JE - 

zony of Death. Chriſt Jeſus, that roſe 
the third Day from Death; raiſe up your 
Body again in the Reſurrection of the Juſt. 
Chriſt, that aſcended into Heaven, and 
now firteth at the Right Hand of God, 
receive you into thoſe Manſions which he 
has there provided for the Souls of juſt 
Men made perfect. God the Father pre- 
ſerve and keep you; God the Son afhſt 
and ſtrengthen you; God the holy Ghoſt 
defend and aid you ; God the Holy Trini- 
ty be gracious to you, that your Neath 
may be precious'in the Sight of the Lord, 
with whom you ſhall live fot eyermore. 
Amen. Gs; 

Our Father which art in, &c. 

UNTO God's gracions Mercy and 
protection we do (once more) commit you, 
the Lord bleſs you and keep you, the Lord 
make his Face to ſhine upon you, and be 
gracious unto you, the Lord lift up his 
Countenance upon you, and giye you Peace 
both now and evermore. Amen. 

THE Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
and the Love of God, and the Fellowſhip 
of the Holy Ghoſt be with us all eyer- 
more. Amen. Kot ON 

LOR D Jeſus, drive far from hence the 
Spirits of Darkneſs, Lord preſerve this 
Soul from the Danger of the Enemy: 5 O 

| n 
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Son of David have Mercy on him, cal 


his everlaſting Pardon, and receive his 
Soul. 


” 
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Ar uments and Exhortations to move 
the Criminal to Repentance, and Con- 


feſfſion of his Sins. 


F IRS T, That Repentance is a Duty 

indiſpenſably neceſſary to Salva- 
tion. That to this End, all the preach- 
ings, and Endeayours of the Prophets 
and Apoſtles are directed, That our Sa- 
viour came down from Heaven on pur- 
pole to call Sinners to Repentance, Matt. 
ix. 18, That as it is a neceſſary Duty at 
all Times, ſo more eſpecially in the Time 
of Sickneſs, Calamity, and Troubles, 
when we are commanded in a particular 
manner to ſet our Houſe in Order. That 
tis a Work of great Difficulty, conſiſt- 
ing in general of a Change of Mind, 
and a Change of Life. Upon which 
Account it is called in Scripture, 4 State 
of Regeneration, or new Birth, a. Cot 
verſion from Sin to God; à being re- 
newed in the Spirit of our Minds ; 4 
putting off the Old Man, which is cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful Luſis 4 
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th Fleſh, and a putting on the new 
Man, which is created in Righteouſ-= 
wſs and true Holineſs. That ſo great a 
Change as this is not ordinarily to be ef- 
ſeed at once, but requires the utmoſt 
Self-denial and Reſolution to put it in 
Execution, conſiſting in general of the 
following Particulars : Firſt, a forrowful 
Senſe of our Sins. 2dly, An humble Con- 
ſeſſion of them.  3dly, An unfeigned Ab- 
horrence and forſaking of them, and turn» 
ing to the Lord our God with all our 
Hearts. 4ly, A patient Continuance in 
well doing to the End of our Lives. 

THE firſt Part of a true Repentance, 
s a forrowful Senſe of our Sins, which 
naturally produceth this good Effect, as 
we may learn from St. Paul (2 Cor. vii. 
10.) where he tells us, That godly Sorrow 
worketh Repentance. Without it to be 
ſure, there can be no ſuch Thing For 
how can a Man repent of that which he 
i not ſorry for? Or how can any one fin- 
cerely ask Pardon and Forgiveneſs for what 
he is not concerned or troubled about? 

A ſorrowful Senſe then of our Sins is 
the firſt Part of a true Repentance, the 
Neceflity of which may be ſeen from the 
devyous and deſtructive Nature cf Sin; 
$1, That it made fo wide a Separation 
| between 
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between God and Man, that nothing but 
the Blood of his only begotten Son could 
ſuffice to attone for its intollerable Guilt 

2. That it carries along with it the baſeſt 
Ingratitude, as being done againſt our 

- heavenly Father, in whom we live and 
move, and have our Being. 3. That the 
Conſequence of it is nothing leſs than 
eternal Ruin, in that the Wrath of God 
ic revealed againſt all impenitent Stuners, 
and that the Wages of Sim is Death, not 
only temporal but eternal. 

FROM theſe, and the like Conſidera- 
tions, the Penitent may further learn, that 
to be ſorry for our Sins, is a great and pu- 
niſhing Duty: That it does not conſiſt in 
2 little trivial Concern, a ſuperficial Sigh 
or Tear, or a calling ouiſelves Sinners, 
Bc. but in a real ingenious, painful, and 
afflicting Sorrow. For can that which 

| caſt our Parents out of Paradiſe at fiſt; 
that brought down the Son of God after- 
wards from Heaven, and put him at laſt to 

ſuch a cruel and ſhameful Death, be now 
thought to be done away by a ſingle Tear or 

a Groan? Can 1o baſe a Piece of Ingrati- 
tude, as rebelling againſt the Lord of 

Glory, who gives us all we have, be ſup- 
poſed to be pardoned by a flender Sub- 
miſſion ? Or can that which deſerves the 


| Tor- 
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Torment of Hell, be ſufficiently attoned 
for by a little Indignation, and ſuperfi- 
cial Remorſe ? 

TRUE Repentance, therefore, is ever 
accompanied with a deep and afflicting 
Sorrow; a Sorrow that will break the 
Heart in Pieces, and make us fo irrecon- 
cilable to Sin, as that we ſhall chuſe ra- 
ther to die than to live in it. For ſo the 
bittereſt Accents of Grief are all aſcribed 
to a true Repentance in Scripture, ſuch as 
a Weeping ſorely, or bitterly; a _ 
Day and Night, a Repentins in Duſt 
and Aſhes, a putting on Sack-cloth, and 
exerciſing themſelves in Faſting and Pra- 
yer, Kc. Thus holy David, 1 am trou- 
bled, I am bowed down greatly, I go 
mourning all the Day long, and that by 
Reaſon of mine Iniquities, which are 
Zone over my Head, and as an heavy 
Burden, are too heavy for me to bear, 
Plal. xxxviii. 4, 6. Thus Ephraim could 
lay, After that I was inſtructed, I ſmote 
on my Thigh; I was aſhamed, yea, 
even confounded, becauſe I dia bear the 
Reproach of my Touth, Jer, xxxi. 19. 
AN this is the proper Satisfaction 
for Sin which God expects, and hath pro- 
miſled to accept, as Pal. li. 17. The ba- 
erifices of God are 4 broken Spirit : A 

| broken 


in their Kinds as their Numbers; Con- 
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broken and contrite Heart, O God, thou 
wilt not deſpiſe. 

2. THE next Thing requiſite in a 
true Repentance, is Confeſſion of Sins, 
which naturally follows the other; for if 
a Man be ſo deeply affected with Sorrow 
for his Sins, he'll be glad to be rid of 
them as ſoon as he can; and the Way for 
this, is humbly to confeſs them to God, 
who hath promiſed to forgive us if we 
do. I ſaid I will confeſs my Sins unto 
the Lord, ſaith the Pſmalmiſt, and ſo 
thou forgaveſt the Wickedneſs of my Sin, 
Pſ. xxxii. 6. So Prov. xxviii. 13. and 1 
John i. 9. F we confeſs our Sins, God 
ic faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, 
and to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſ- 
meſs. So the returning Prodigal went to 
his Father with an humble Confeſſion of 
bis Baſeneſs, and was received into Fa- 
vour again, Luke xv. 18, 19. 

AND becauſe the Number of our Sins 
are like the Hairs of our Head, or the 
Sand of the Sea, and almoſt as various too 


/ 


feſſion muſt needs be a very extenſive 
Duty, and require the ſtricteſt Care and 
Examination of ourſelves. For u can 
tell how oft he offendeth? faith 22 
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h cleanſe Thow me from my ſecret 
aults ! | 

7 HE Penitent, therefore, ſhould be 
minded, that his Confeſſion be as mi- 
ute and particular as it can; fince the 
wore particular the Confeſſion is, to be 
ne, the more ſincere and ſaſe the Re- 
entance. | 

AND not only to God, but to Men 
lkewiſe, in ſeveral Inſtances, is our Con- 
fon due: For ſo we arc expreſly com- 
unded by St. James to confeſs our 
wits, firſt to another, Ch. v. 16. And 
mh Jews and Chriſtzans, we find, be- 
u their Repentance with this. Thus 
hen Jeruſalem, and all Judea, and all 
e Region round about Jordan, were 
mrerted by the Preaching of John the 
uptiſt, the Text ſays, They went out to 
in, and were baptized 'of him in Jors 
un, confeſſing their Sins. Matt. iii 5, 6. 
"the Greeks and Jews of Epheſus, that 
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Mching of St. Paul, made their En- 
mee into it þy Confeſſion of their Sins, 
a er of their Deeds. Acts 
1 1 f f F 

AND this is the beſt Teſt that any 
can give of his Humility, Sincerity, 
Convyerſion, when he thus judges and 
| R condemns 


—_ Www mM, to”s wx VYWwWW war 


— 


— 


ne converted to Chriſtianity by the 
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condemns himſelf, and gives Glory to Go 
as it is particularly ſo called in the Ca 
of Achau. By confeſſing our Sins in tt: 
Manner, we effectually kill the Root 
Pride, and acknowledge the Juſtice 
God, in puniſhing us: And by ſuch 
Act of judging ourſelves here, we mi 
prevent the more angry Judgment 
God hereafter ; for if we would jud 
gur ſelves, as St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. xi. 3 
we ſhould not be judged of the Lord. 

THE Penitent, therefore, ſhould be it 
ſtructed, that all Sins which require pa 
ticular Acts of Reſtitution, ought to | 
confeſs d to the injured Party, and Sati 
faction made. That in Caſe of great lt 
conveniences (where no real Benefit c 
accrue to God or Man by it) or in in 
poſſible Caſes of doing it (as by the Deat 
or Abſence of the Party, &c.) t 
Confeſſion and Satisfaction is then to | 
made in the moſt prudential Manner, a 
to the moſt proper Perſon, That ti 
moſt proper Perſon for Confeſſion of Si 
in this, and all other Caſes which requi 
it, is (generally ſpeaking) the Miniſte 
from whom the Penitent is to receive t 
Comfort of Abſolution, and the Sacrame! 
of the Body and Blood of our Lon 


That all Sins which are of a Hagrapt u 
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ure, and ſuch as are a Burden to the 


Conſcience, ſhould in all Reaſon as well 
Religion, be confeſs d to him; fince as 
ke is Phyſician of Souls, he cannot tell 


Now to adminiſter ſo effectually to their 


Neceflities, if the Caſe be not open'd to 
THAT in all this, though there is 
» Compulſion upon the Penitent, yet, if 
k bide his Sins, he ſball not be directed, 
s the wiſe Man ſays) but cer long he 
nuſt appear before the great Judge of 
Men and Angels: And his Spirit (ſhould 
t go out of the World unreſolved in 
Dificulties) will then be infinitely more 
mazed and confounded, to be ſeen among 
the Angels of Light, with the Works of 
bukneſs upon him, than it would be, if 
e ingenuouſly confeſſed himſelf to God, 
n the Preſence of him whom God hath 
knt to heal him. That there can be no 
pod Argument againſt doing of this, but 
What is deriy'd from Fleſh and Blood, 
hom Sins and Infirmities, / to all which 
lnteſſion is a direct Enemy, and there- 
he ſnould be more readily embraced by 
ery ſincere repenting Sinne. 
. A third Thing requiſite in a true 
lepentance, is an unſeigned Abhorrence 
R 2 3-4 of and 


Acts xxvi. 20. And a little before he ſij 


4 minded, not only to confeſs and be ſorr 
for his Sins; but likewiſe to forſake the 


not be only for the preſent, during hs 


his whole Life, be it never ſo long po- 
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and forſaking of Sin, and turning to tl 
Lord our God with all our Hearts, 

FOR ſo we find them expresſly join 
together by St. Paul, when he chary 
thoſe whom by Viſion he was ſent to cor 
vert, to change their Mind, and turn 
God, and do Works meet for Repentan 


he was ſent to open their Eyes, and t 
them from Darkneſs to hight, and fri 
the Power of Satan unto God, that th 
may receive Forgiveneſs of Sms, yer. xvii 
And we ſhall always find, when we are 
commanded to ceaſe from Eyil it is ir 
Order to do good. 

THE Penitent therefore, - muſt be re 


For tis he only who confeſſeth and for 
ſaleth his Sins that ſball have Meriy 
Prov. xxviii. 13. And this forſaking mult 


Sickneſs, Calamity and Troubles, or for 
a Weck, a Month or a Year, but fo 


traded ; which is the fourth and laſt Thing 
requiſite ina true Repentance, VIS. 
4. A patient Continuance in well-doing 
to the End of our Lives, For as thc 
Holy Jeſus aſſures us, that he that *. 


r 
wt to the End ſball be ſaved: So does 
the Spirit of God profeſs, that if any 
Man draw back, his Soul ſhall have no 
Plaſure in him. Heb. xi. 38. Hence we 
ne faid to be partakers of Chriſt, if we 
hold the beginning of our Confidence ſted- 
faſt to the End. Heb. iii. 14. but not elſe: 
For 'tis to him only that overcometh, and 
kepeth his Works to the End, that our 
Gyiour hath promiſed a Reward, Rev. ii. 
16, Hence our Religion is {aid to be a con- 
tnual Warfare, and we muſt be conſtantly 
jreſing forward toward the Mark of our 
High Calling, with the Apoſtle, Jeſt we 
fall of the Prize. | 

FOR let a Man be never ſo ſeemingly 
penitent in the Day of his Viſitation, yet 
none but God can tell whether it be ſin- 
cere or not; ſince nothing is more com- 
mon than for thoſe who expreſſed the 
preateſt Signs of a laſting Repentance 
luring their Sickneſs, Calamity, and 
Troubles, to forget all their Vows,. and 
Promiſes of Amendment, as ſoon as God 


had removed the Judgment, and they 
aye been ſet at Liberty by the Mercy 

of the King, | 
IT happen'd to them according to the 
irve Proverb, as St. Peter ſays, The 
Deg is turned to his Vomit again, and 
n the 
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the Sow that was waſbed, to her walls: 
ing in the Mire. 2. Pet. ii. 22. 

THE Penitent, thereſore ſhould be 
often reminded of this; that nothing 
will be look'd upon as true Repentance, 
but what proceeds from ſuch a right Prin- 
ciple, as will terminate or end in an holy 
Life. That therefore he ought to take 
great Heed, that his Repentance be not 
only the Effect of his preſent Danger, 
but that it be laſting and ſincere, bringing 
forth Works meet for Repentance, ſhould 
it pleaſe God mercifully to prove him by 
a longer Life. 


A particular Prayer for Debtors in Priſon. 
Merciful Father, I moft bumbly beſeech 

I thee, to let thy Bleſſing deſcend upen me. 
Be pleaſed to pardon and reform whatſoever 
_ thou beholdeſt amiſs in me; remove all Irre- 
ligion, Complaining and Deſpair ; all Intem- 
perance, Leudneſs and Profaneneſs far from me. 
 Santtifie my preſent Confinement, Solitude and 
Sufferings ; make me bumble and perfettly re- 
ſigned to thy Will; holy, pure, peaceable, meeks 
and patient under thy fatherly Chaſtiſement. And 
grant, that I may in ſuch Manner improve thy 
| Rod, and my Time and the means of Grace 4. 
ferded me; that ſo all my ez Words and 
Works may tend to thy Glory and the Fartherance 
of my own Salvation, thro” thy Mercy in Feſis 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 5 A 
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4 Diſcourſe concerning Sins of Infirmity, and 
Wilful Sins, with another of Reſtitution, 


y the Right Reverend Richard late Lord Biſhop 
of Bath and Wells. 


| es 
Ly SHALL give an Account of the Nature of 
Sins of Infirmity. 

A Miſtake here is of infinite Danger to the Souls 
of Men. Becauſe theſe Sins are conſiſtent with the 
Fayour of God and the State of Grace, which habitu- 
a, wilful, and preſumptuous Sins are not. And if 
we repute theſe our wilful Sins but Infirmities, we 
ſhall think ourſelves the Children of God when we 
are. not, and flatter ourſelves to our eternal Ruine. 
On the other Hand, if we ſhall repute our Sins of 
Weakneſs to be wilful Sins, (as ſome good Chriſtians 
have been prone to do) we ſhall fall into great Per- 
lexities, and loſe the Comfort and Peace of our 

inds. So that this Matter is of great Moment, and 
ought to be ſtated with great Care. | 

AND for my belter proceeding in this weighty 
Argument, I ſhall ſhew, 

1. NEGATIVELY, what is not to be reputed a 
Sin of Weakneſs or — 

1f, HE that fins with Reluctance and great Re- 
grets, muſt not therefore calls his Sin a Sin of [nfir- 
y. For 'tis not to be ſuppoſed but the wilful and 
delberate Sinner hath ſomething of this. And as 
the Caſe may be, this is rather an Axgrevation than 
an Excuſe for the Sin. And generally ſpeaking, the 
Wieſt (eſpecially at firſt) have ſomething gf this. He 
tat fins without Remorſe, is one of ths I 


— 
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ed and hopeleſs. It is Argument of a fad State when 
a Man can do ſhameful Things, and not be aſhamed, 
And he that fins againſt theſe Reluctancies, is in 2 
very fad Condition, 


24ly, He that cuſtomarily fins after Reſolutions of 


Amendment, muſt not call that a Sin of Infirmity, 
not though we ſhould ſuppoſe his Reſolution to be 
fincere and hearty. For Reſolution is but a relative 
Duty, and only in order to the doing what we reſolve 
to do, Therefore the Performance is neceſſary, and 
if that does not follow, this bare Reſolution will not 
excuſe him from a wilful Sin. There are certain Re- 
ſolutions and Inclinations which ſerve to no purpoſe, 
unleſs it be to condemn us. Among Men ſuch Pro- 
miſes and Purpoſes pay no Debts and quit no Scores, 
For as a Man is not to be reputed a carnal Man, be- 
cauſe he hath about him ſome carnal Defires and In- 
clinations, which he reſiſts, and ſuffers not to come 
into Act; ſo a Man is not to be accounted a ſpiritual 
Man, becauſe he hath ſome ineffectual Purpoſes and 
Reſolutions. Tis he that does Righteouſneſs (not he 
that barely reſolves upon it) that 7s righteous as God is 
rightequs. Good Wiſhes do not ſpeak a good Man; 
if they did, we ſhould be excuſed very eaſily from 
our uniyerſal Obedience. | | 

34, NOR is it to be allowed to be a Sin of In- 
firmity which is owing to another Sin -or evil Cauſe 
which we might have avoided, For at this rate, the 
greateſt Sins might be placed under this Head. He 
that murders a Man in his drunken Fit, muſt not 
call that Murder an Infirmity ; becauſe his Drunk- 
enneſs was a Fault that he ought to have avoided, and 
one Fault is not a ſufficient Excuſe for another, The 
ſame may be ſaid of him that ſwears in his Anger, 
and blaſphemes in his Fury. and outragious Paſſion. 
We commonly ſay, and- very. truly, That the Cauje 
of the Cauſe, is the Cauſe of the Effet?, or thing caujed. 
We are anſwerable for the Effects, when we are an 


me woos Wa yFTAM% = T*wH.. 


(6249) 

Authors of the Cauſe of them. The Greatneſs of 
the Temptation will not excuſe our Compliance, 
That is an Argument that the Temptation weighed 
more with us than the Laws of God and the Love of 
Righteouſneſs ; which is ſo far from being our Excuſe, 
that it is our Fault. 

4thly, THOSE muſt not be called Sins of ould 
which our corrupt Nature may be ſaid to incline us 
to; for then we may repute all our filthy Debauche- 
ries and crying Sins as /nfirmities. The State of Na- 
ture is indeed a State of Infirmity, and our greateſt 
Crimes proceed from our Infirmity that is natural or 
moral, but then this makes not our Excuſe, but 
would entirely deſtroy all the Difference between Sins 
Weakneſs and Wilful Sins. . 

I proceed to ſhew poſitive and affirmatively what 
Lins are to be reputed Sins of [nfirmity. 

1, SINS of Ignorance, whether of the Law or of 
the Tran/greſſion, where this Ignorance is not affected 
and criminal ; for where that is the Caſe, there our 
Ignorance will not excuſe us, becauſe it is our Fault, 
and one Fault will not excuſe another. It is a very 
poſſible thing that a very innocent Man may, in ſome 
Caſes, be ignorant of the Law, and conſequently of 
the Tranſgre/ſion : But then this Ignorance muſt be 
involuntary, and unchoſen, and unaffected. There 
are ſome Men that know not, nor will they under- 
ſtand ; that ſhut their Eyes, and refuſe the Light; 
Theſe are they that are willingly ignorant. There 
muſt be an honeſt Heart, and no culpable Negligence, 
before Ignorance can be pleaded in our Excuſe. Such 
an one who is honeſt and induſtrious may miſtake or 
forget the Law ; ſuch an one St. Paul calls weak in 
the Faith, And there were many ſuch at the firſt 
planting of the Chriſtian Faith, who did not under- 
ſtand their Chriſtian Liberty, and Diſcharge from the 
Ordinances of Moſes, The Apoſtles who _— 
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ceived a Command to teach all Nations, were ſom 
time before they could be prevailed with to admit the 
Gentiles into the Church of Chriſt. The Drunkars 
and prophane and profligate Sinner cannot pretend tc 
this Excuſe, his Sins cry aloud, and there is ſome 
thing within him that bears Witneſs againſt theſe fou 
Offences. 

YET ſtill it is very certain, that a 
Man may be innocently ignorant of ſome Part of his 
Duty, and that may happen from ſundry Cauſes and 
Occaſions. There are ſome Men, who are truly 
Good, that have a very mean Underſtanding, which 
may be allowed to be an Unhappineſs, but not their 
Fault. Others have Capacity, but not the means of 
Inſtruction, nor any Opportunity of having the 
_— of Chriſtianity laid in them. But beſides 

all this. 

, SOMETHING is to be allowed for Prejudice 
and Prepoſſeſſion: and no doubt, God will allow 
much where the Prejudice is not faulty. Tis of great 
Conſequence what we imbibe in our Youth. Theſe 
Principles clap a great Byaſs upon us, and the Way 
is too often blocked up againſt the Reception of the 
Truth; in ſuch a Caſe as this, we are very uncha- 
ritable if we ſhould throw all fuch Men among the 
2oilful and preſumptuous Sinners. 

24ly, THE Law itſelf does not many times deter- 
mine the meaſures and degrees of Virtue and Duty: 
we are commanded to give Alm of ſuch Things as 
we have, and here we all ſtand obliged : but it does 
not tell how much we muſt give, nor what Propor- 
tion of our Income. This is not determined by the 
Law, nor can it well be, under that Variety of Cir- 
cumſtances in which the Givers are placed. Again, 
we are commanded to be temperate in eating and 
drinking, but our Meafures are not ſet down, nor can 
they be fixed, becauſe of that Variety of Mens _ 
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1nd Circumſtances; and therefore a good Man may 
:rhaps exceed or fall ſhort, indulge himſelf too much 
or too little. If it be ſaid, that Virtue conſiſts in the 
middle, yet every good Man may not be able pre- 
ciely to determine that Matter. We are command- 
ed to Pray, but we are not told how often in a Day, 
and what Proportions of time we are to ſpend at once. 
For where tis ſaid, that we muſt pray always and 
without ceaſing, we very well know, that theſe Ex- 
preſſons cannot be underſtood in the ſtricteſt Senſe of 
the Letter, becauſe we are by other Laws obliged to 
ſome other Things, and it is impoſſible to practiſe it 
in the moſt rigorous and extended Senſe. | 

34), SOME Laws have their Exceptions either 
neceſſarily implied, or expreſſed, and Men are to go- 
yern themſelves accordingly. We are commanded to 
give to every Man that aſketh, But here it muſt be 
ſuppoſed, that he who is aſke4 have ſomewhat to 
give, and that he do not want it more than he that 
vketh ; and after all, if he cannot give to all, yet 
many times tis greater Charity to give to him dat 
avketh not. We are obliged to obey our Governors, 
ond Parents ; but yet we muſt not do where they 
command what God hath forbid, or forbid what God 
hath commanded. This was frequently the Caſe un- 
der the Law of Moſes; that required that a Man 
fould marry his Brother's Widow, and raiſe up Seed 
unts his Brother. And after all, rome Men could not do 
this, 4s for Example, We will ſuppoſe the deceas d Per- 
lon Brother to the High-Prieft, it could not be lawful 
for him to marry his Brother's Widow, becauſe by the 
Law he was forbid to marry any Widow. And there- 
fore he muſt be an excepted Perſon. Again, we will 
ſuppoſe two Brothers to marry two Siſters, one Bro- 
ther dies and leaves a Widow, yet may not the ſur- 
wing Brother marry that Widow, becauſe it is ex- 
prelly forbidden by another Law to take to 9 his 
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Wife's Siſter. A great many other Caſes doubtleſg 
might be given, in which a very good Man might 
miſtake his Rule very innocently, and as innocently 
go aſtray from it. 
4thly, T HERE are ſome Things in which our 
Rule does not particularly direct us. God's Laws 
run many Times in general Terms, without deſcend- 
ing to Definitions and Particularities, Thus the Laws 
about Temperance and againſt Covetouſneſs do not 
deſcend to ſtrict Definitions, and all the Particularities 
contained under them, And ſo as to Matters of Re- 
creations and Divertiſements, a good Man may mi- 
ſtake, not being able to apply general Laws to the 
particular Occaſions and Emergencies of Life: and 
may, without Loſs of God's Favour, take a greater 
Liberty than a wiſer Man would have taken. 
thy, Again, a good Man may innocently run in- 
to ſome ſort of extreme. For ſometimes ſo it is that 
the Sin lies in the Degree ; and where the Thing is 
lawful, the Exceſs is faulty and blameable, And the 
juſt and ſtrict Limits of Virtue and Vice are ſome- 
times not very diſcernable. It is not eaſy to ſet out 
the Boundaries between Truth and Falſhood, which 
often dwell upon the Skirts of each other. And this 
is often the Caſe between Virtue and Vice. In many 
Cafes we are prone to run into ſome Exceſs, 4s for 
Example, to exceed in Mirth, even then when it is not 
only lawful, but expedient to rejoice: or in our Grief, 
when it is lawful and ſeaſonable to mourn, we may 
in ſome Caſes be too moroſe and too ſcrupulous : or 
on the other hand, be too gay and complaiſant. And, 
as the Caſe may be, we may be either too z2alas, 
or elſe too remiſs. Upon theſe Accounts the juſteſt 
Man upon Earth may err, and this through an Igno- 
rance that is not blameable. | . 

2. SINS of Surprize when we have not Time 
to conſider and deliberate, and weigh the Thing or" 


ff. "> i 4A ces + hr 


| Ca. = 

is propounded to us. The upper Soul or Underſtand- 
ing of a Man, does not move the Will or lower 
Faculties, as a Clock or Watch is moved, where one 
Wheel that is ſet on moving moves all the reſt. For 
the lower Powers of the Soul may move when the 
upper do not inform or direct. A ſudden Fear or 
Fright may prevail in a Moment, and ſet the lower 
Powers on Work, before the Underſtanding hath 
Time to give Advice and Information, In this Caſe 
a Man is rather hurried than led or ſeduced; and the 
Action is in Truth involuntary : for where he hath 
not Time to think, it cannot be called the Action 
of the Man : what he does in this Caſe, is not his 
Fault, nor will be no more imputed, than the Ac- 
tions of Madmen or of Ideots will be charged upon 
them, | | 

3. MISTAKES and Errors which we are 
guilty of, through Forgetfulneſs and Inadvertency, 
and want of a moſt ſtrict and continual Watch and 
Guard upon ourſelyes : theſe are not wilful and deli- 
berate: and tho' they are Sins, yet when they are a- 
gainſt the habitual Inclination and Choice of the 
they are not preſumptuous Sins, It is not to be ſup- 
poſed, but that in this State of Weakneſs, in which 
we now are, that we ſhould be always intent and 
awake. The Wife Virgins, that yet had Oil in their 
Lamps, whilſt the Bridegroom tarried, ſumbered and 
ſep. And where the Spirit is willing, yet the Fleſh is 
weak, | 

IF after all, any Man ſhould call for a Catalogue 
of thoſe Sins which are to be reputed Sins of Weak- 
nels, he would be very unreaſonable. Such a Cata- 
logue cannot be given in. The Reaſon is plain: be- 
cuſe thoſe very Sins which in ſome Men, and in 
lome Caſes are but Sins of Infirmity, in other Men 
and in other Circumſtances, may be truly called ti 
ful Sins, An Infirmity indulged and allowed, will 
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grow up to the Stature -of a wilful Sin, -Tt is a cer- 
tain Truth, that he that committeth the greateſt $i 
is not always the greateſt Sinner. And a Man may 
be a wilful Sinner in that very Inſtance in which 2. 
nother is guilty only of an Infirmity. For Mens 
Sins and Guilt ſwell or grow leſs according to the 
Circumſtances which do attend them. That may be 

. wilful in one Man, which in another is but Surprize. 
*Tis the Will God looks at; and as it conſents or 
rejects, the Sin and the Sinner will be eſteemed in 
the Sight of God, who alone knows our Hearts. 

BUT as the Papiſis require us to give in a Cata- 
logue of Fundamentals, ſo perhaps ſome may urge 

us ſtill to give in a Catalogue of theſe Sins, though 
it be unreaſonable, on one Side and on the other, to 
make ſuch a Demand, yet I think it will be no hard 

Matter to give ſome Illuſtrations of the Sins of In- 

firmity, which I am now treating upon. | 

For Example, SU CH are Evil Thoughts ſpring- 
ing indeed from an evil Temper and bad Inclination, 
but not conſented to. | 

WANDRING or Drowſineſs. in Prayer, and 
other Parts of Divine Worſhip, when we ſtrive a- 
gainſt it; for when it ſeizes our Will, and gains our 
Conſent, it is a wilful Sin. 

EVIL Emntious and Propenfions that are forthwith 
retracted and ſtifled. Theſe may be allowed to be 
Sins, but they are but Sins of Infirmity and Mal- 
neſs, For as no Man is to be accounted an holy and 
ſpiritual Man, becauſe he bath now and then good 
Wiſhes and ſpiritual Deſires, if he no farther; 
ſo he is not to be reputed a carnal Man, or ont of 
the Favour of God and the State of Salvation, if he 
have ſome evil Motions ſpringing up in his Mind, if 
he ſtifle and repreſs them. I proceed to conſider. 
II. The Effect of theſe Sins as to the Favour of 
God and the State of Grace. NOW 
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NOW that theſe Sins are conſiſtent with the Fa- 
jour of God and the State of Grace, will appear 
tom the following Particulars. | 
if, FROM their Unavoidableneſs: for fo, in 
he main they are. It is not poſſible for a Man to be 
dways upon the Stretch, the wiſeſt and beſt of Men 
| my be miſtaken or ſurprized in this World of Hur- 
. 5, and conſequently be guilty of Slips and Infirmi- 
r ts. But it is by no means to believed, that we ſhall 
in WY Lc God's Favour for thoſe Things which it was 
impoſſible for us to help: we may as well ſuppaſe 
2- ve ſhall loſe God's Favour barely becauſe we are 
de len, as for thoſe Infirmities which are the inſepara- 
5 de Attendants upon humane Nature. 
rd 
n 


dy, THEY are alſo involuntary, and do not 

import Malice or full Cenſent, and will therefore 

not condemn us. They are not choſen, not ſo much 

s in their Cauſes, as I have explained this Matter 
Leere, and therefore cannot denominate a Man an 
Man. *Tis here as in ſome other Caſes ; a Man 
of good Skill and Strength in Wreſtling with one of 

WY £5, may yet fall, becauſe the Ground is flippery, ar 
: trough ſome other Accident: and ſo may the beſt 
Horſeman upon a ry and ſtarting Horſe, If he 


30, THE holieſt Men in all Ages, and the 
noſt celebrated in all Ages of the Church, have been 
overtaken with them, and yet have not been ſuppo- 


bd to have been deprived of God's Favour, and blot» 


td out of the Book of Life. A4, himſelf, the 


weekeſt and one of the beſt Men upon Earth, yet 


vice ſpake wnadvifedy with his Lips. 
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rape. Job was a Man perfect and upright, that 
Jeared God, and efecbewed Evil, and he thought he 
had Cauſe to ſay, I abhor myſelf, and repent in Duff 
and Aſhes, David was a Man very temarkable for 
his great Faith and Hope in God, and yet he fays, 
1 * in my Haſit, I am tht rom before 
thine Eyes. Again, Zacharias was righteous befire 
God, walking in all the Commandments of the Lord 
blameleſs, and yet he betrayed ſome Infirmity in his 
Faith, and was ſtruck dumb upon it. The Holieſt 
Men have their Weakneſſes and Imperfections. 

4thly, T HE Scriptures aſſure us, that the beſt of 
Men are not free from theſe Infirmities. There il 
not a juſt Man upon Earth that doeth Good and ſinneth 
not, Again, Who can ſay that I have made my Hurt 
clean, and am pure from my Sin ? Even under the 
Law, cleanſing and Attonement were allowed for 
Sins of Ignorance, and we are not freed from them 
under the Goſpel. e . 

ST. James ſuppoſeth that a Brother may err from 
the Truth, and St. Paul, that he may be overtaken 
with a Fault, But do not give him for loſt upon this 
Account; nay, their Words rather imply the contra- 
ry. We are taught in our daily Prayer to aſk For- 
giveneſs of our Sins, which ſure we need not do, if 
we were free from Errors. | 
th, T HIS will be out of Diſpute, if we con- 
ſider the Nature of God as he is repreſented to us 
in the Holy Scriptures. He is repreſented as good 
and merciful, as having the Compaſſions of a Father, 
and the Bowels of a Mother, and as one who deſires 
not the Death, but Couverſion of a Sinner. And in 
the New Teſtament he is called Love, his Kindneſs 
is repreſented as greater than that of Earthly Parents: 
and yet an earthly Parent is not wont to abdicate or 
difinherit a Child that ſtudies to pleaſe him, tho' he 
ſhould —_— miſtake his Commands, or be over- 

Wi . 
taken with a ault 605, Ir 
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wh, 1 F we conſider the Temper of the Goſpel, 
Nature of the new Covenant of Grace, we ſhall 
» farther confirmed in this Truth, I cannot poſſi- 
iy ſee how it could be called a new Covenant, or 
(wenant of Grace at all, if it did not make Allow- 
nee for Sins that are unavoidable and involuntary. 
Chriſt is called the Deſire of Nations, that is, the moſt | 
zireable Bleſſing that could happen to them, and ſo 
need he was. His Birth is proclaimed with Glory ts 
bal on high, and with good Will tnwards Men, as good 
Tidings to Mankind, or Tidings of great Foy which 
bull be to all People. But alas! what Joy could there 
e in all this, if after all, there were no Hope left 
ir us under our unavoidable Slips and Failures? Who 
wuld hope or rejoice, if there were no Remedy in 
tis Caſe, if nothing ſhort of a finleſs Obedience 
could ſecure our Souls? We ſhould then have re- 
mined till in a State of Bondage and Death, Chriſt 
would have died in vain ; had died in vain, had he 
rot procured Pardon for unavoidable. Sins, and our 
aching, and your Faith and Hope, would have 
een in vain, But we are ſure there is great Hope 
an the Sincere, though they have their Failures, and 
tut Sincerity is the Perfection of a Chriſtian, © 


ll. I proceed now to the Obligation which lies 
an us on the Score of theſe Sins. 8 


1, You are obliged to a Sortow even for theſe 
ins, This will be a good Evidence that they are 
tot wilful. For though they are upon the main un- 
dale, yet it is fit we ſhould be ſorry for them, 
b:cauſe they argue the Defect of Holineſs, and though, 
erally ſpeaking, we cannot avoid them altogether, 
Jet if we come to particular Inſtances, there are | 
* that a more exact Care and Watchfulneſs might 
e prevented. Who there among us that does 


r 

his utmoſt, and if he does not, (and 'tis in his Power 
to do that) he is obnoxious to the Juſtice of God, 
= conſequently obliged to Repentance: for his Neg- 

I do not mean here by Repentance, a+ Particular 
one, ſuch as preſumptuous Sins require; nor do I mean 
by it a perfect maſtering of all theſe Sins for the future, 
which in all other Caſes is required. But this Caſe 
will not admit of ſuch a Repentance; for theſe Sins 
are often «unknown, and therefore called ſecret Faults, 
_ beſides, generally ſpeaking, they are unavoidable 

O. | Fil | 
ALL that can be meant by Repentance is this, 
biz. an hearty Sorrow for what we know, with a 
great Care to avoid them, and a general Confeſſion 
and Sorrow for what we do not underſtand, The 
Pſalmiſt, who, in another Caſe, ſhews a very parti- 
cular Repentance, (P/a/: li.) in this Caſe prays, 
Cleanſe thou me from my ſecret Faults,, . © 

TH O' in all other Caſes there be infinite Danger 
in a general Repentance, and we are never ſafe when 
we repent not particularly, yet is not that the Caſc 
before us now. 


2. THESE Sins oblige us to a very great Care 
that we do not willfully offend; by doing of that we 
hall ſhew that theſe Sins were involuntary. We are 
but Hypocrites, and out of God's Favour when we 
bewail our Infirmities, and indulge ourſelves in wil- 
ful Sins. We mock God in this Caſe when we /tran 
at a Gnat and fwallow a Camel. This was the Jew- 
1% Hypocriſy, who were afraid of a legal Defilement, 
and allowed themſelves in groſs -Immoralities 


3. WV E are obliged to: confeſs them, as far as they 
come to our Knowledge, and to beg for God's Par- 
don, in the Mediation, and for the Sake 2 = 


„ 

Git, Under the Law of Moſes, he that had com- 
"ited a Sin of Ignorance, had a Sacrifice appointed, 
nd there were ſome continual ones, as the daily 
Oferings for the Errors of the whole Congregation. 
Thele were but Types and Shadows of the Death 
G Chriſt, by whoſe Blood we are cleanſed and pur- 
fed, | | 


4 IN order to the ſecuring our ſelves a Pardon 
ir theſe Failures, we muſt forgive one another. 
This is God's Appointment. And all Acts of Mercy, 
ich as Giving and Forgiving, have a Tendency this 
Wy, We muſt ſhew Mercy as we would receive 
tour Intereſt and our Duty oblige us to it. 
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| NEXT proceed to conſider thoſe which are wil- 
ful or preſumptuous Sins. 


I. I ſhall enquire into the Nature of theſe wilful 
t preſumptuous Sins, | | | 

TWO Things are required to make a Sin wil- . 
ul or preſumptuous. — 


* THAT it be a Sin againſt Knowledge. To 
in that knows to do Good, and doth it not, to him it 
i Sin, (Jam. iv. 17.) Our Saviour tells the Phari- 
je If ye were blind, ye ſhould have no Sin : but noto 
"u ſoy we ſee, therefore your Sin remaineth. (John ix. 
i This is the great Aggravation of our Fault, 
l that which leaves us without Excuſe, or any 
dow of it. He that fins againſt Conſcience, is 
8 2 turned 
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turned Rebel to Heaven, his Guilt increaſeth to the 
greateſt Bulk and Stature, 

2. THAT it be. committed after ' Conſideration - 
this makes it a deliberate Sin. It is poſſible that a 
Man that is not ignorant, may yet be ſurprized, and 
not have Time to conſider. The moſt watchful Man 
is not always awake. The ſame Sin may be in one a 
Wilful Sin, which in another, is but a Sin of Infirmity, 
Not that God is a Reſpecter of Perſons, but becauſe 
one Man Sins againſt a clear Light, and upon Delibe- 
ration, when another is ſurprized. So it is ſometimes, 
we debate the Matter, our Fleſh ſuggeſts and pleads, 
and ſo does our Conſcience, and we attend to both of 
them. One lays before us the Law, the baſeneſs 
and fad Effects of the Sin. The other tempts with 
Eaſe and Profit, and the pleaſant Fruit. In this Caſe 
the Sinner offends at the higheſt rate ; his Sin is wilful 
in the very higheſt degree of all. EL 

NOR are we to be excuſed from this higheſt Guilt 
in ſome Caſes where we do not, and are not able ac- 
tually to conſider. For if this Inability ſprings from 
ourſelves, and be of our own making, the Caſe and 
the Guilt is ſtill the fame. The Action which in the 
ſpecial Inſtance is involuntary, may yet be voluntary 
in the Cauſe. We have a famous Story among the 
Jewiſh Writers to this preſent purpoſe, ** A certain 
King entertained ſome Jews, and endeavoured to 
« debauch them: he preſſed them either to drink 
<« freely of his Wine, or to eat Swines Fleſh, or to 
« commit Lewdneſs with Gentile Women. Upon 
«« Deliberation, they choſe the former, but then un- 
« der that Exceſs, committed the other two, and 
ce were conſequently guilty of all.” We are accoun- 
table for the Effects of our wilfu! -Drunkenneſs and 
Rage. For though we conſider not, yet that is our 
Fault, and cannot therefore be our Excuſe. Again, 


| in proceeds from an Habit of our ow" 
where the Sin proceeds ire | - yoluntary 
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yoluntary creating, or from our wilful Neglect of 
the Means of preſerving ourſelves, we are in theſe and 
ſuch Caſes chargeable with wilful Sin. 

II. I conſider the Effect of theſe Sins as to the 
State of Grace and the Favour of God. | 

Theſe Sins do certainly caſt Men into God's Diſ- 
favour, they wound and waſte the Conſcience, and 
ſhake our better State, and ſap our well-grounded 
Hopes of Eternal Life. Theſe Sins expoſe Men to 
God's Wrath, and (if true Repentance do not pre- 
vent) conſign them to eternal Death. Theſe are not 
the Spats of God's Children, as is manifeſt from 1 Fob. 
3, 4, 6. Ver. 9. Whoſoever is born of God doth not 
commit Sin. Such a Man belongs to another King- 
dom. Ver. 8. He that committeth Sin is of the De- 
til. If we compare this place with Chap. 1. Ver. 8, 
9. and Chap. 2. Ver. 1, 2. its plain that St. Jahn 
ſpeaks of the wilful Sinner, who is ſaid to commit 
Sin, and to walk in Darkneſs, whereas the other places 
Chap. 3. ſpeak of Sins of Weakneſs, and Surprize. 
And however the wilful Sinner may flatter himſelf, 
he is in a ſtate of Damnation at preſent, in a Separa- 
tion from God, and in the broad Road that leads to 
eternal Death and DeſtruCtion. 

THIS Sin ſpeaks a Contempt of God, and of his 
Laws and greatly hazards our eternal Salration. JF 
we fin wilfully after that tue have received the Know- 
lege of the Truth, there remaineth no more Sacrifice 
far Sins, but a certain fearful looking for of Fudg- 
ment, and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour the 
Adver/aries. (Heb. 10. 26.) A Sin of this Size ad- 
mitted of no Sacrifice under the Law of Moſes, but 
left Men obnoxious to Death. Huub much more ſhall 
be be puniſhed who hath troden under Foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the Blood of the Covenant, 
wherewith he was ſanttified, an Unholy Thing, and 
bath done Deſpzte unto the Spirit of Grace? The 
S 3 Log 
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Lord ſhall judge his People. And we ſhall find it 3 
2 Thing to fall into the Hands of the living 
God, Of ſuch a Sinner, the Words of St. James 
are meant; I Hoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, 
and yet offend in one Paint, he is guilty of all. (Jam. 
2. 10.) The Reaſon is plain, viz, becauſe he con- 
| temns the Authority upon which the whole ſtands. 

THESE Sins defeat the End of Chriſt's Appear- 
ance, the Virtue of his Blood, and Efficacy of his 
Attonement, (1 oh. 3. 8.) till we return to God 
by a true Repentance, we are in a State of great 
Danger. I cannot ſay that we are without Hope, 
nor will I ſuppoſe ſuch an Depriyation of our Juſti- 
ficcation as infers God's reverſing his former Pardon, 
and Acts of Grace, as to thoſe. Sins which were be- 
fore repented of and forſaken. We have no Reaſon 
to affirm ſuch a Sinner without all Hope, God for- 
bid. He does not preſently diſinherit ſuch a Sinner. 
But if ſuch a Sinner die before he repents, he dies 
in his Sins, and muſt lye down in everlaſting Burn- 
ings. 

FOR we have no Cauſe to believe that God does 
Juſtifie a Sinner all at once, as not only to forgive 
what Sins are paſt and repented of, but alſo thoſe 
which are to come. This would ſuppoſe a Sin for- 
given before it is committed, and conſequently before 
it is repented of, We may as reaſonably ſuppole a 
Sinner juſtified before he is born, as that his Sin 1s 
forgiven before it is committed. 5 

HOWEVER, we may perplex ourſelves in this 
Matter, yet it is a certain Truth, that our Sanctifica- 
tion and dc muſt run parallel together. 
When the Scripture ſays, that God does juſtite the 
ungodly ; the Word ungodly only denotes what thele 
Men ſometimes had been, and not what they are 
Elſe. we muſt ſup- 


when God is ſaid ay pre them. 
poſe, that God woulc 


Ca. 

know, that the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the King- 
um of God. (1 Cor. 6. 9, 10, 11.) He reckons up 

thoſe who ſhall not, viz. Formicators, Idalators, A. 
dulterers, &c. He adds, and ſuch were ſome of you ; 
but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctiſied, but ye are 
juſtified, &c. We are God's Favourites as long as we 
do his Will; and the Friends of Chriſt, as long as we 
they him. Here's no Change in God, nor are his 
Works and Counſels chargeable with any ſuch thing. 
The Charge is in us, by doing well or ill we change 
our State, God changeth not. He is always the 
ſame, pleaſed with the Holy and Penitent, and an 
Enemy to the Wicked and Obſtinate. And thoſe 
whom he owns whilſt they do well, he diſclaims 
when they wilfully offend him. God was wont when 
he ſpake of 1/rael,. to ſay, my People; But when they 
fell into Idolatry, he altered his Stile. Tho Lord ſaid 
unto Moſes, go, get thee down, for thy People, which 
Thou broughte/t out of the Land of Egypt, have cor- 
rupted themſelves, (Exod. 32. 7.) And thus our Savi- 
our, ſpeaking of thoſe who would not forgive their 
Brethren ; So likewiſe ſhall my heavenly Father (not 
yours any longer de alſo unto you, if you from your 
ral owe not Mery one his Brother their Treſpaſſes. 
(Mat. 18. 35.) n 
III. I proceed now to conſider the Obligation 
rung lies upon us, on the Score of theie -wilful 
ins, | | | 
IN this Sin Two Things are to be ſeparately 
conſidered. Firſt, The Offence againſt God. And, 
Secondly, The Injury or Damage done to our Neigh- 
buur, With Reſpect to the firft, we are obliged to 
Repentance, To the ſecond, to Reftitution and A- 
mends, and where there bath been an'Enmity, to Re- 
conciliation. 8 N WM. | J +> 
1, WE are obliged to Repentance, and have great 
Cauſe to bleſs God that we are admitted to ſecond 
S+ Thoughts 


| Goſpel; we are not rigorouſly bound up by our 
| ſhall be pardoned, 


and Amends, This is no leſs n 


needs be bound. We find the Repentance of a 
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Thoughts. That where we cannot Inno- 
cence, our Repentance is accepted. This is a Co- 
venant of Grace and Mercy. Repentance and Re. 
miſſion of Sins is preached in Cbriſtis Name, He 
came not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Re. 
pentance. (Luke 24. 47.) This was the great Doc- 
trine of Chriſt, of John the Baptiſt, and of the A- 
poſtles. This ſpeaks the Grace and Mercy of the 


Guilts ; but he that confeſſeth and forſaketh his Sin, 


SECT, IIL 
PROCEED to conſider our Obligation where 
our wilſul Sin is not only an Offence againſt God, 
but alſo a Wrong and Injury to our Neighbour. 
What are we to do in this Caſe in order to our 

Pardon? # | 
IN this Caſe we are obliged o make Reſtitution 
towards our 
Pardon than Repentance towards God. This is a- 
greed on among all Divines. We are obliged in Juſtice 
to do this, and if we are not willing, we are in a 
State of Damnation. If he that borravs and bar- 
gains be bound to Pay and make good his Contract: 


He that Steals or Detains what is anothers, muſt 


Wicked Man deſcribed, by reforing the Pledge, and 
giving again what he hath robbed, (Ezek. 33. 
15.) Upon Zaccheus his declaring his Charity and 


on  — 1 
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pupoſe of ample -Reſtitution, our Saviour ſaid to 
tim, This Day is Salvation come to thy Houſe. '_ 
HE that is not willing to make Re//ztution, can- 
not be a Penitent. He is ſo far from it, that he 
loves his Sin, when he hugs the Fruit of it. Tis 
not to be ſuppoſed that he choſe the Sin for its own 
Gke at firſt, but for the Profit or Advantage of it. 
He that detains what is anothers, is as unjuſt as he 
that ſteals. The greateſt Pretence of Sorrow and 
Regret without Reſtitution, will avail us nothing, if 
it be in our Power to reſtore. Our Religion ſtrict] 
dligeth to this; To render to every Man his Due. It 
was alſo provided for in the Law of Moſes, where 
yeral Rules are given in this Matter, (Exad. xxii. 1. 
Leit. v. 16. and Chap. vi. 5. Numb. v. vi. vii. viii.) 
of which Variety it were not hard to give a clear Ac- 
count, were it ſo that it would not be too great a 
Digreſſion in this Place. In ſome Caſes the Offen- 
dr was obliged to reſtore ſeveral Fold: In other Ca- 
ſes, to add a fifth Part, even where the Fault was 
znorantly committed; but in all Caſes it was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, and Confeſhon and Sacrifice could 
not procure Pardon without it. And where the in- 
Jared Perſon was not to be found, that Law directs 
What is to be done, (Numb. v. 8.) But of this Mat- 
ter enough, 

| ſhall, however, in this weighty Caſe, add ſome 
Rules for the better governing yourſelves, in, the fol- 
owing Particulars. 


I. That when I ſpeak of Reſtitution, and the Ne- 
cellity of it, I muſt be underſtood of all Injuries 
vhatſoever. We may wrong our Brother ſeveral 
Ways, and are obliged to make Reſtitution in all 
ſuch Caſes. He does not only wrong his Neigh- 
bur who robs him of his Money or other Goods, 

or 
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or defrauds him of his Bargain; who over-reacheh 
him in Contract, and detains his Dues ; not only 
he that wounds his Body, but he that leſſens hi 
Fame, that grieves him without a Cauſe, that nch 
Him of his Innocence or his Peace. Theſe laft are 
ſo far from being no Injuries, that indeed they are the 
greateſt, tho” the moſt common, and I fear the let 
laid to Heart. | 


II. WE are not only chargeable with repairiny 
the Wrong which we have done with our aut 
Hand, but with that alſo which we were the fr! 
Cauſe of, or that we have procured to be done, d 
which we have not, upon due Notice prevented: 
we are guilty when we-procure others to do the 
Wrong, or do not hinder it when we can, and when 
we ought. He that hinders another's Charity to: 
poor Man, by Fraud or any evil Art, is bound to 
make him Refiitution. Again, we are chargeable 
with all that Wrong of which we are the firſt and 
voluntary Cauſe, For tho* the Conſequence were 
not deſigned by us, yet if we were voluntary as the 
firſt Cauſe, we are juſtly chargeable with the conſe- 
quent Miſchief. He that ſets on Fire his Neighbours 
Stack of Corn, and it take hold of his Houſe, b 
chargeable with the whole Damage, becauſe it was 4 
wilful Sin in Beginning. 


III. THAT in all theſe Caſes a Man is not c- 
liged beyond what he is able to do. My meaning 
plainly this, that his ſuture Happineſs does not depend 
upon it, if he be otherwiſe a true Penitent. He » 
obliged always to do his utmoſt, and then his ſincere 
Repentance will be accepted. "ods ks 

THERE are ſeveral Caſes in which a full Ref 
lation and Reparation of the Wrong is not is 
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fr Example, Though a Man may be able to pay his 
Debts, to reſtore the Pledge, and what he hath rob- 
bed; vet the Wrong by Murder and Uncleanneſs is not 
to be repaired in Specie or kind, and tis too often next 
to impoſſible to repair the Wrong done by \Slander. 
AGAIN, the Perſon injured, is perhaps deceaſed, 
or in a far Country, and it is uncertain whether he 
de dead or alive. And if dead, yet perhaps he hath 
| no Heirs or Relatives in being, or none that can fair- 
ring ly pretend a Right, ME 7 | 
1 OR perhaps a Man hath lived in.a continual 
fr Courſe of Cheating in his Trade or Traffick. And 
a then it is in a great Meaſure impoſſible to know 
d 
the 
en 


whom he hath wronged; and in that Caſe he is not 
able to make full and juſt Ręſtitution. 

OR it may be, he that hath done the Wrong is 
grown poor, and utterly unable to make Amends, 
This happens frequently: for *tis ſeldom that Inju- 
ſtice proſpers long, And yet *tis hard to ſay, that if 
ſuch a Man be a true Penitent, that yet there is no 
Hope of Salvation left for him. I add therefore, 


IV. THAT in all ſuch Caſes, a Man is ſtill ob- 
liged to do his utmoſt, and to reſtore as far as he is 
able, or as the Nature of the Caſe will bear. And to 
apply it to the Caſes above- named. 

HE that cannot reſtore the Man to Life whom he 
hath killed, may yet be able to maintain his Fami- 
ly, or to do as much toward it, as the Dead may 
be preſumed to have been able to do, had he been 
Living ; and ſo much he is obliged to do if he be 
able. He that cannot reſtore that Chaſtity and In- 
nocence which he hath robbed and violated, yet is 
he obliged, if he be able, to make all other Amends 
which the Caſe will bear. He is bound to provide 
for the Growth of his Folly ; and to marry (in caſe 


of 
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1 
of ſingle Fornication) and endow ing the injured Per 
ſon, or making ſuch a pecuniary Recompence as he 
can, and as will be accepted. He that cannot cal 
back his Slanders, may do ſomething toward it. He 
may publickly confeſs his Fault, beg Pardon of the 
injured Pcrſon, and ſpeak well of him for the time 
to come. | 

Again, where the Perſon is to be found, the Re- 
ſtitution is to be made to that injured Perſon ; if de- 
ceaſed, to his Heir or next a-kin, as is directed by 
the Law of Moſes. Numb. v. 6, 7. 

IN Caſe that cannot be done, we have no Way 
left, but to pay it to God, I mean, by beſtowing it 
in Works of Piety or Mercy, to the Church or to 
the Poor ; for in this Caſe, to them it belongs who 
miniſter to God, or who are his Poor. All ſuch 
Goods eſcheat to the Church or Poor, who are God's 
Receivers of all theſe Veſis and Strays that have no 
other Proprietor. For as by our Law, ſuch Things 
belong. to the Lord; ſo it was provided by the Law 
of Moſes, (Numb. v. 8.) And the Nature of the 
Thing requires that ſo it ſhould be, that theſe Things 
ſhould revert to God, the great and chief Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, in Works of Piety and Cha- 
rity. | 


LASTLY, in the fourth Caſe, no more is to be 
faid than this, that he who is not able to make 2 
full Reſtitution, may yet reaſonably hope, upon his 
fincere Repentance, to be accepted, provided firſt, 
that he do what he can at preſent; and that he preſerve 
in himſelf a full Purpoſe of making an entire Roli. 
_ fo God ſhould be pleaſed ever to enable tum 
O tO do. - | 


V. THAT 
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y. THAT where a Man is able to make Refi- 
«im, he muſt take Care that it bear Proportion to 
de Wrong he hath done, or elſe he cannot e 
© Pardon, This is ſtrict Juſtice and indiſpenſible. 
This was provided for under the Law of Moſes, who 
quired not only a Sacrifice, but a fifth Part to be add- 
ito the principal. Numb. v. 7. And that, I ſuppoſe, be- 
cuſe the injured Perſon was grieved as well as injured. 
de. we are to conſider our Neighbour's Wrong to the full 
by WY Extent, the Advantage which might have ariſen, as 

gell as the Damage ſuſtained. And this was alſo 
ay WY nfidered in another Law of Moſes, (Exod. xxi. 19.) 


VI. THE Son or the Heir is not obliged to make 
Amends for all the Wrongs that his Father or the 
Teſtator hath done. For where the Fault was a 
Peronal Act only, and did not increafe his Eſtate, 
r any Way involve it, there can be no Reaſon that 
the Heir ſhould be chargeable with it. The Caſe is 
quite otherwiſe where the Eſtate is enjoyed — 
Heir, which was gotten or encreaſed by R ; 
Oppreſſion, Sacrilege, or any other indirect Means. 
There it deſcends with its Burden and Incumbrance, 
not to ſay with its Curſe upon it, if it be not relieved 
by Reſtitution. | 


Per 


VII. WHERE the injured Perſon does accept of 
ſuch Amends as we are able to make, though it do 
not bear Proportion to the Wrong we have done, yet 
ve are diſcharged. For the injured,have Power to 
remit in part or in whole, and then there is no In- 
jury done to him that is willing. 

AND becauſe the moſt righteous Man and the 
molt careful may yet unwittingly do Wrong to his 
Neighbour, we ſhall do well to hallow and ſeaſon 
our 
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( 279) 
Wealth by plentiful Alms-giving, and return by the 
Poor what we may poſſibly have been faulty in, 
The Jets had a Treſpaſs-Offering which they called 
Aſham Talui, i. e. a Sufpence-Offering, viz. when 
they doubted whether they had treſpaſſed of not ; 
in that Caſe, for greater Security, they brought this 
Offering. And we find Fob making his Oblations 
for his Sons, who had been feaſting, in which we too 
often tranſgreſs; for Fob faid, It may be that my Sons 
have ſinned, and curſed God in their Hearts. Thus 
did 2 continually, (Job. i. 5.) ö 
I add, that where our Injuries have begotten Miſ- 
underitanding and Enmity, in order to the reſtoring 
ourſelves to God's Favour, we muſt be reconciled.to 
our Brother, we muſt forgive as we would be for- 
given, and ſeek Peace and enſue it. 
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PREFACE: 


Bob H much Apology it 
wanted in Behalf of the 
Compiler, yet not, as I bumbly 
REEL conceive, for the U ſefulneſs of 
the Deſign, nor for the Materials of 
which this Piece it chiefly compoſed. = 


mY 


— 


The PREFACE. 


I therefore ſincerely ack Pardon of 
my Subſcribers for the long Delay in the 
Publication, though really as Things 
happen, twas not in my Power to prevent 
#. The many Diſappointments I mat 
with in Application for a particular 
Manuſcript *, which (after tuo or three 
Tears Search) could net be found. The 
Hindrances and Avocations of the Gentle- 
men, who were ſo kind as to undertake 
to aſſiſt me in procuring ſome Pieces, will 


J hope, excuſe it. 


TH ERE js no Duty more incum- 
bent upon us, than to deal faithfully and 
charitabiy with Souls which are up 


2 


1 


the 


2 
1 * _ = 1 _ — 
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e 


have been credibly informed, a Form of Prayer fir 

the Viftation of Priſoners wvas prepared, by Order of el. 
biſbop Tenniſon, but it does no where appear (from Dr. David 
Wilkins's Collection of the ConcHia ' Britannic tt 
Hibernie) that if it was debated, it was by the Conwnca- 
ion concluded upon. This was the Manuſcript, / long an 
Agplication auas made for, and wwas thought to be in the 
PoJelfion of Dr. Green, late Lord Biſhop Ely: but could 
never be found amongſt bis Papers. 


— * 


The PREFACE. 

be Wing for Eternity - ( Eſpecially with 
f WM Prifencrs condemned to Death, whoſe Cir- 
„ cairſtances generally differ widely from 
thoſe of ordinary Chriſtians, viſited with 
Sicknels.) And as it requires the utmoſt 
Chriſtian Skill, to make every dying 
Perſon depart, not in Phantaſtick, but in 
ſol:d Peace; not in Vain, but in ſure and 
certain Hope; ſo I have taken Care tu 
furniſh Matter for this good Work, either 
ut of the Liturgy, or unexceptionable 
Fathers, or Writers of our moſt ung 
Church. 


I am not inſenſible, that a Work of 
this Kind ſbould much rather have been 
cone by a Public, than a private Hand : 
But as none appear a to do it; as there 
ſcem d to moſt Men to be a general Want 
of it, and as that Want, I thought might 
in a great Meaſure be ſupplied by a pro- 
fer Collection of fit Materials, from the 
A 3 Writings 


The PREFACE, 
Writings of ſome of our moſt Eminent 
Divines, 1 thought 1 might ſafely under- 
take it, for the Benefit of Others, as well 
as myſelf. 


UP ON theſe Motives, and with this 
View I firſt ſet about it, and have dont 
the beſt I can to bring it to Perfection; 
ſhort indeed of what an abler Hand 
might have performed, and imperfed ſtil, 
fear, after all my Care; but never- 
#heleſs, as I had none but good and juſti- 
fable Ends in it, I humbly preſume the 
Reader will more eaſily forgive its leſſer 
Inperfections, for the Sake of that rea- 
er Good, which is intended by the whole. 
As it were greatly to be wiſhed, that 
there were an Office compiled by the Au- 
thority of the Church for the Uſe of theſe 
miſerable Objects of our Miniſterial Care 
and Devotion: ſo we find by the late 
gracious Queen Anne's Licence and Heads 


f f 


The PREFACE, 
if Buſineſs ta the Convocation, how 
nuch. ſhe had at Heart (among all her 
tber pious Deſigns for the Good of this 
Church and Nation the deplorable Caſe 
if theſe unhappy Branches of the Com- 
nunity. 
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The following is an Extract out of 
Dr. David Wilkins's Collection of 


the Concilia Magne Britammæ et 
Hiberniæ. I RA 6355 654. 
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The Queen's s Lale and Heads of Bu: 
ſmeſs to the CONTESTS. f 


ANNE. R. N * = 


SHY out right truſty, and 1 
E : | entirely belove Counſellor, 

WAS we greet Lou well. Where⸗ 

| as, by our Royal Licence to 
the preſent Convocation of the Province 
o Canterbury, we have, among other 
Things, empowered and authorized them 
to confer, treat, debate, conſider, confult, 
B and 


(2) 
and agree of, and upon ſuch Points, Mat 
ters, Cauſes and Things, as we from Time 
to Time ſhould deliver, or cauſe to be 
delivered to You, in Writing, under our 
Sign Manual, or privy Signet, to be de- 
bated, conſidered, conſulted, and aged 
upon; we do accordingly hereby tiant- 
mit unto You, the Heads of ſuch Matt- 
ers, as we think proper for the Conſide- 
ration of the ſaid Convocation, which are 
as follow : — OO 
IHE drawing up a Repreſentation 
of the preſent State of Religion among us, 
with Regard to the late exceſſive Growth 
of Infidelity, Hereſy, and Prophanench. 
THE regulating the Proceedings in 
Excommunications, and reforming the 
Abuſes of Commutation Money. | 
THE preparing a Form for the Vil- 
tation of Priſoners, and particularly con- 
demned Perſons. 3 ; 
FOR admitting Converts from tic 
Church of Rome, and ſuch as ſhall re- 
nounce their Errors. 
FOR reſtoring thoſe who have le- 
—_— 3 
T HE eſtabliſhing rural Deans, where 
thev are not, and rendering them more 
uſefull, where they are. THE 


(3) 


THE makings» Proviſion for preſerv- 
ing and tranſmitting more exact Terriers, 
and account of Glebes, Tithes, and other 
poſſeſſions and Profits belonging to Be- 
nefices. | . 

THE regulating Licences for Matri- 
mony, accord ng to the Cannon, in Order 
to the more effectual preventing of clan- 
deſtine Marriages. 

ALL which Points, Matters and 
Things we do hereby dire& to be debated, 
conſidered, conſulted, and agreed upon by 
the ſaid Conyocation, purſuant to our 
Licence aforeſaid. And ſo we bid you 
heartily farewell. 


GIVEN at our Court at St. James's, 
the 29th Day of January, 1710. 
In the Ninth Year of our Reign. 


By Her Majeſty's Command. 
DARTMOUTH 


B 2 THE 
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The Queen's Letter to the Convocation, 
about Buſineſs for them. 


ANNE R. 


OST Reverend Father in God, 

. our right truſty, and right entire- 

ly beloved Counſellor, we Greet You well. 
Whereas, by our Royal Licence, to the 
preſent Convocation of the Province of 
Canterbury, we have, among other 
Things, empowered and authorized them 
to confer, treat, debate, conſider, conſult, 
and agree cf, and upcn ſuch Points, Mat- 
ters, Cauſes and Things, as we from Time 
to Time ſhould deliver, or cauſe to be 
delivered to you in Writing, under our 
Sign Manual, or Privy Signet, to be de- 
bated, conſidered, conſulted, and agreed 
upon; we. do accordingly hereby tranſ- 
mit unto you, the Heads of ſuch Matters, 
as we think proper for the Conſideration 
of the ſaid Conyocation 3 which are as 


f6llow : « THE 


(5; 
THE. regulating: 4 Proceedings in 


Excommunications, and reformi ing the A- 
buſes of Commutation Money. 


THE preparing a Form for the Viſi- 
tation of Priſoners, and particularly con- 
demned Perſons. 


FOR admitting Converts: from the 


Church of Rome, and. ach as . re- 
nounce their Errors. i ugh 


FOR 1 dye who * re- 
lapſed. 1 


THE eſtabliſhing rural Deans, where 
they are not, and rendering them more 
uſeful, where they are. 


THE maki ng Proviſion for preſerving 
and tte more exact Terriers, 
and Account of Glebes, Tithes and other 
Poſſeſſions and Profit dae to Bene- 


fices. 


i 


THE BR) Wart Licences for Matri- 
mony according to the Cannon, i in Order to 
the more effeQual preyenting of clandeſtine 


Marriages, 
B 3 ALI. 


8 

ALL which Pomts, Matters, and 

Things, we do hereby direct to be debated, 

conſidered, conſulted, and agreed upon by 

the ſaid Convocation, purſuant to our Li- 
cence aforeſaid. And fo we bid you heartily 
farewell. ein e 


— 
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GIVEN at our Court at St. James's 
the 17th Day of March, 1714,in the 
13th Year of our Reigg. 


* 1 
2 ) 


By Her Majeſty's Command.” 
BOLING BROKE 


To the moſt Reverend Father in God, 
our Right Truſty, and Right entirely 
Beloved Counſellor, Thomas, Lord 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Primate of 
all England, and Prefident of the Con- 
yocation, of the Proyince of Canterbury. 


Vis: 
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re iff w 
A Form of Prayer for the Viſitat ion of 

Pritoners, Treated: upon by the Arche 


the Clergy of Ireland, and agreed up- 
on by Her Majelty's Licecne in their 


1711, 


* . 
E 8 " 
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hen Morning ar Evening Prayer 
ſhall be read in any Priſon, inſtead 
of the Venite exultemus, or the Mag- 
nificat, ſhall be read the 1 30th Fſalm, 
De profundis, and the Miniſter | an 
inſert after the Collett for the Day, 


the Collect in the following Services, 


[O God, who ſpareſt, Sc.] Aud at 
ſuch Times as the Litany is not read, 
he ſball add the Prayer, & 


O GOD, merciful Father, that deſpiſeſt 
not the Sighing of a contrite Heart, 

nor the Deſire of ſuch as be Sorrowful, 
mercifully aſſiſt our Prayers, that we 
make before thee in all our Troubles and 
Adverſities, whenſoeyer they oppreſs us; 
Bo ee 


bilhops and Biſhops, and the reſt of 


Sy nod, Holden àt Dubliu, in the Year 


g 
| 
| 
' 
i 
| 
' 
| 
ö 


24221 


15126 27 doc. + 1 Et ii prev. 


(8) 
and graciouſly hear us, that thoſe Eyils 
which the Craft and Subtilty-of the Deyi 
or Man, worketh againſt us, be brought 
to nought, and by the Providence of th 
Goodneſs, they may be diſperſed; tha 
we thy Servants, being hurt by no Per 
ſecutions, may evermore give Thanks un 
to thee in thy holy Church, 7 0 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


q And when Notice ig given to the M; 
niſter, that a Priſoner is confined fo 
Jome great or capital Crime, be ſbal 
viſit him; and when he cometh. into 
the Place where the rs” I be 


. 141 uli en 


* nor the 1 of our 2 
fathers, neither take thou Vengeance of 
our Sins: Spare us, good Lord, 5 thy 
People, whom thou . redeemed? With 
thy moſt precious Bloo , and be not 185 
Al u fat. ever.. 


—— 
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Lord haye Mercy upon 133 
Our Father which art in Heaven, Ke 
Minifler, O Lord: bew thy Merey 
upon us. * 
Anſw. And grant us thy Salvation... 
Miniſter. Turn thy Fate from our mM 
Anſw. And blot on all our 8 
Miniſter. Send us he] dp f from, t thy" Hoy 
Place. 4 
Anſw. For thine Tndiguation lieth hadd 
upon us. 
Miner 0 Lord, hear our Prayer. 
Anſw. And let the Sighing of the” 14 


19 come before thee. ien 
7% COLLEOT: © 55 


2 RANT we beſeech thee 2 
God, that we who for our evil 
do worthily- deſerve to be puniſh 
the Comfort of thy Grace may mercitully 
be relie ved, through. our Lo rd 40 Sa- 
viour Jens Chriſt. Ae, „ N J 
gb! 21 tout | 
GOD, who ſpa pareſt when we acre 
uniſhment, N45 iq th tath re- 
membreſt Merey, we humbly belſcech 
= of thy Goodneſs, ' to ke: and 
ſuccour all thoſe wha are c under Reproach 


a nd 


"CT. 


(10) 
and Miſery in the mor Bondage; 
correct them not in thy Anger, neither 
chaſten them in thy ſore Düpleaſure; 
give them a right Underſtanding of them- 
lelves, and of thy Threats and Promiſes, 
that they may neither caft away their 
Confidence in thee, nor place it any where 
but in thee; relieve the Diſtreſſed, pro- 
te the Innocent, and awaken the Guil- ( 
| BE and foraſmuch as thoy alone bringeſt 
ight out of Darkneſs, and Good out of 
Evil, grant that the Pains and Puniſh- 
ments which theſe thy Servants endure 
through their bodily Confinement, may 
tend to the ſetting free their Souls from 
the Chains of Sin, through . Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 


„ 


4 Here the Miniſter as he ſhall fee con- 

venient, may fead the Prayer for all 

"SM TY parlor 1 OTE TT 4:7 536) 3 : 

|... Conditions of Men, the Cola fo 
* Aſt-Wednefday, and the, Collef? after 

|. the Offertory, beginning [Almighty 

[ 

| 

| 

| 


God, the Fountain of all Wildom, 
Sc.] or any other Prayer of the L 
turgy, which he ſball judge proper. 


14 887 2. 
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(/COLLECT or PRAYER for all 
Conditions of Men, to be uſed at ſuch 
Times when r de Litany 7s noi appoint- 
ed to be ſaid. | 


0 GOD the Creator and Preſerver of 
all Mankind; we humbly' beſeech 
thee for all Sorts and- Conditions of Men, 
that thou wouldſt be pleaſed to make thy 
Ways known to them; thy ſaving Health 
unto all Nations. More eſperially we 
pray for the good Eſtate of the Catholic 
Church; that it may be ſo guided and 
governed by thy good Spirit, that all 
who profeſs and call themſelves Chriſtians, 
may be led into the Way of Truth, and 
hold the Faith in Unity of Spirit, in the 
Bond of Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of 
Life. Finally we commend to thy Father- 
ly Goodneſs, all thoſe who are any Ways 
aflited or diſtreſſed in Mind, Body, or 
Eſtate, [eſpecially thoſe for whom our 


Prayers are deſired) * This to be ſaid 


that it may pleaſe thee when any deſire the 
to comfort and relieve Prayers of the Cuu- 
them according to their Sten. 

kyeral Neceflitics, giving them Patience 
under their Sufferings, and a happy Iflue 
| | out 


RE. - 
— 


une 
out of all their Afflictions. And this we 
beg for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. 4 


"1 Y 
1 4 r 4 1 1 
1 


„* 


3 
* 


1 


ie Collett for Aſh-Wedneſtay, 


ALMIGHTY and everlaſting God, 
+= who. lateſt nothing that thou haſt 


made, and doſt forgive the Sins of all 


them that are penitent; ereate and make 
in us new and contrite Hearts, that we 
Worthily lamenting our Sins, and acknow- 
ledging our NE obtain of 
thee, the God of all Mercy, perfect. Re- 
miſſion and Forgiveneſa, through Je 
{Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 1d boats: 


R081) 23% ouftod fig bas Bitora on 
Ens .NJ3UT1 ie v6 dad alat-t 4 
9110 | The Collect after the Offertory. | 
40 rn 218 ELI 22 . 19 STRAT 
; A God, the Fountain of 


all Wiſdom, who, knoweſt our Ne- 
ceſſities before we ask, and our Ignorance 
in asking, we beſeech thee to have Com- 
paſſion upon our Infirmities, and thoſe 
Thing“ uch fo our Uaworthinch. we 
dare not, and for our Blindneſs we can- 
not ask, vouchſafe to give us, for the 


9 £4 0 
ineis Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
- Worthineſs of chy Sen Jeſus Chriſt 
Ford. Amen. wants, : 
Vs d 4 i Then 
0 | 


49 


613 7 1 
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( Then ſhall the Miniſter exhort the 
Priſoner, or Priſoners, after this 
Form, or other like. Y 


[EAR LY. Beloved, Fan's this, that 
Almighty God, whole never failing 
Providence — all Thipgs both in 
Heaven and Earth, hath ſo wiſely and 
mercifully ordered the Courſe of this 
World, that his Judgments are often ſent 
a3 fatherly Corrections to us; and if with 
due Submiſſion and Reſignation to his 
holy Will we receive the ſame, they will 
work together tor our Good. 
I T is your Part and Duty therefore to 
humble yourſelf under the mighty Hand 
of God, to acknowledge the Righteouſ- 
neſs of his Judgments, and to endeavour 
that, by his Grace, this preſent Viſitation 
may lead you to a ſincere and hearty Re- 
pentance. 
THE Way and Means thereto i is, to 
examine your Life and Converiation by 
the Rule of God's Commandments, and 
wherein ſoever you ſhall perceive your- 
ſelf to have offended either by Will, 
Word, or Deed, there to bewail-your own 
Sinfulneks to confeſs yourſelf to almigh- 


ry 


Things in Time, while the Day of Sal- 


(14) 
ty God, with full Purpoſe of Amend. 
ment of Life; and if you ſhall perceive 
your Offences to be ſuch as are not only 
againſt God, but alſo againſt your Neigh- 
bours, then to reconcile your/elf to them, 
being ready to make Reſtitution and Sa- 


tisfaction, according to the uttermoſt of 


your Power, for all Injuries and Wrongs 


done by you to any other: and being like- 


wiſe ready to forgive others that have 
offended you, as you would have For- 
giveneſs of your Offences at God's 
Hand ; and to this true Repentance and 


Change of Mind, you muſt add a lively 
and ſtedfaſt Faith and Dependance upon 


the Merits of the Death of Chriſt, with 


an entire Reſignation of yourſelf to the 
Will of God. Except you repent and 
believe, we can give you no Hope of 


Salvation; but if you do ſincerely repent 
and believe, God has declared, though your 
Sins be as red as Scarlet, they fhall be 
made White as Snow ; though your Witk- 
edneſſes have gone over your Head, yet 


Hall they not be your Deſtrattion. 


WE exhort you therefore in the Name 
of God, and of his dear Son Jeſus Chriſt 
our Saviour, and as you tender your Own 
Salvation, to take good Heed of theſe 


vation 
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(15) 
ration laſteth, for the Night cometh 
when no Man can work. While you 
have the Light, believe in the Light, 
and walk as Children of the Light, that 
you be not caſt into outer Darkneſs ; that 
you may not knock when the Door ſball 
be ſhut, aud cry too late for Mercy when 
it is the Time of Juſtice. 
NOW you are the Object of God's 
Mercy, if by Repentance and true Faith 
you turn unto him; but if you neglect - 
theſe Things, you will be the Object of 
his Juſtice and Vengeance: Now you 
may claim the Merits of Chriſt, but if 
you die in your Sins, his Sufferings will 
tend to your greater Condemnation. O 
beloved, conſider in this your Day, how 
fcarſul a Thing it will be to fall into the 
Hands of the living God, when you can 
neither fly to his Mercy to prote& you, 
nor to the Merits of Chriſt to coyer you 
n that terrible Day. 


Here the M. inifter an examine him 
concerning his Faith, and rehearſe the 
Articles of the Creed. 


DOST. thou believe in God, Sc. 
And the Priſoner ſball anſwer. 
All this I ſtedfaſtly believe. 
¶ Then 


(16). 


¶ Then ſhall the Miniſter examine whe- 
, ther he repent him truly. of bis Sins, 
and be in Charity with all the World, 
and further admoniſh him, particular- 
concerning the Crimes wherewith 
he is charged, and exhort him, if he 
has any Scruples, that he would. de- 
_ Clare the ſame, and prepare himſelf 
for the Holy Communion, againſt the 
Time that it may be proper to admi- 
niſter it to him. K ne 


J Then all kneeling, the Miniſter ſhall 
ay the LI Pam. 


PSALM Ii. Miſerere mei Deus. 


1. AVE Mercy upon me, O God, 
2 H after thy great — accor- 
ding to the Multitude of thy Mercies, do 
away mine Offen ces. 

2. Waſh me throughly from my Wick- 
edneſs: and cleanſe me from my Sin. 
3. For I acknowledge my Faults: and 
my Sin is ever before me. 

4 Againſt thee only have I ſinned, 
and done this Evil in thy Sight: that 
thou mightſt be juſtified in thy Saying, 
and clear when thou art judge. 
oe. «th | Fa hold 


\(17/) 
5. Behold I was ſhapen in Wickedneſs: 
ain Sin hath- my Mother concei ved me. 

6. But lo, thou requireſt Truth in the 
inward Parts: and ſhalt make me to un- 
derſtand Wiſdom feeretly. 

7. Thou ſhalt purge me with HySop, 
nd I ſhall be clean: thou ſbalt WA Te, 
nd ] ſhall be whites thaticSfow, | - *" 

8. Thou ſhalt make me hear of J 
nd Gladneſß: that the Bones which thou 
broken may reo. 

. Turn thy Face from my Sins; and 
* out all my Miſdeeds. 

10. Make me a clear Heart, 0 God: 
ad renew a right! Spirit within me. 

11, Caſt me not away from thy Pre- 
ſence; and take not thy holy Spirit from 
me. 

12. O give me the Comfort of thy 
Help again: and ſtabliſn me wich or 
W lice Spirit. | 

13. Then ſhall 1 reach thy Woyr ua: 

to the Wicked: and Sinners ſhall be con- 
rerted unto thee. 

A. Deliver me from Blood-guiltinels, 

0 God, thou art the God of my Health: 
— my Tongue ſhall ſing of thy Righte- 

14. Thou ſhalt open ay Lip, o Lord? 
ind my Mouth ſhall ew 5 
I or 


(228) 

16. For thou deſireſt no Sacrifice, elſe 
would I give it; thee: but thou delighteſt 
not in Burat-Offerings.' 1 568 £0 

17. The Sacrifice of God is a troubled 
Spirit: a broken and contrite Heart, O 
God, ſhalt thou not deſpiſe, 

18. O be fayourable and gracious unto 

— - build thou the Walls of Jeruſa- 
m. 3 | 

19. Then ſhalt thou be pleaſed with 
the Sacrifice of Righteouſneis, with the 
Burnt-Otferings and Oblations: then ſhall 
they offer young Bullocks upon thine Altar, 

- Glory be to the Father, &c. 

Anſw. As it was in the, (9c. 


Let us Pray. 


LORD, we beſeech thee, mercifully 
hear our Prayers, and ſpare oll thul: 
who confeis their Sins unto thee; that 
they whoſe Conſciences by Sin are accu- 
ſed, by thy merciful Pardon may be ab- 
ſol ved, through Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


I Then the Miniſter ſpall ſay. 


Ac oo, whoſe Mercy is everlaſting, 
nnd Power infinite, look down with 


- 


es . -» wu 


(#9) 

of theſe thy Servants ; and whether thou 
viſiteſt for Tryal of their Patience, or Pu- 
nihment of their Offences, enable them 
by thy Grace chearfully to ſubmit them- 
ſelves to thy holy Will and Pleaſure, ' 

G O not far — thoſe, O Lord, whom 
thou haſt laid in a Place of Darkneſs, and 
in the Deep; and foraſmuch as thou haft 
wot cut them off ſuddenly, but chaſtneſt 
them as a Father, grant that they, 10 
conſidering thy great Mercies, ma n 
unfeignedly thankful, and turn unto th 
with true Repentance and Sincerity o 
_ through Jeſus Chrift our Lord. 

nen. 


2 = o o 


ds. 
— — * 
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Prayers for Perſons under Sentence, &c. 


inen a Criminal is under Sentence of 
Death, the Miniſter ſhall proceed im- 
mediately after the Colle [O God, 
who ſpareſt, Sc.] to exhort hm e 
this Form, or other like. © 


JEARLY beo; beloved, it hath | 
hty in his Juf to 
bring 1 the Eto arr on- 
demnation of the Law; you are ſhortly 
v ſuffer Death in Tach a Manner, that 
C 2 others 


pleaſed 


\( 20) 
others warned by your Example may be 
the more afraid to offend; and we 
God, that you may make ſuch Vi a of 
your Puniſhments in this World, that 
your Souls may be ſaved in the World to 
come. 

WHEREFORE we come to you in 
the Bowels of Compaſſion, and being de- 
ſirous that you ſhould avoid Preſumption 
on the one Hand, and Deſpair on the o- 
ther, ſhall plainly lay tr wa you the 
wretchedneſs of your Condition, and de- 
clare how far you ought to depend on the 
Mercies of God, and the Merits of our 
Saviour. 

CONSIDER then ſeriouſly with your 
ſelf, in all Appearance the Time of your 
Diſſolution draweth near, your Sins have 
laid faſt hold upon you, you are ſoon to 
be removed from among Men, by a vio- 
lent Death, and you ſhall fade away ſud- 
denly like the Graſs, which in the Morn- 
ing is green and groweth. up, but in thc 
Evening is cut down, dri op and Wi 


thered. 
AFTER you have tun finiſhed the 


Courſe of a Coful and miſerable Life, you 
| Tall appear before the Judge of all Fleſh; 
who, as Ede Ra Ae Bleſſings on the 


iſe ſa Wich the 
* all likewiſe ſay, Ws. 155 


(21) 

terrible Voice of moſt juſt Judgment to 
the Wicked, Go you accurſed into the 
Fire everlaſting, prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels. 

YOUR Sins have brought you too 
near this dreadful Sentence; it is there- 
fore your Part and Duty, my Brother, 
humbly to confeſs and bewail your great 
and manifold Offences, and to repent you 
truly of your Sins, as you tender the eter- 
nal Salvation of your Soul. 

BE not deceived with a vain and pre- 
ſumptuous E.xpeQtation of God's Favour, 
nor tay within yourſelf, Peace, Peace, 
where there is no Peace; for there is no 
Peace, ſays my God, to the Wicked : God 
is not mocked, he is of purer Eyes than 
to behold Iniquity, and without Holineſs 
10 Man ſball ſee the Lord: on the other 
Hand, deſpair not of God's Mercy, though 
Trouble is on every Side, for God ſhut- 
teth not up his Mercies for ever in Diſ- 
pleaſure ; but if we confeſs our Sins, he 
5 faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, 
and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. 
Do not either Way abuſe the Goodneſs 
of God, who calleth us mercifully to A- 
mendment, and of. his endleſs Pity pro- 
miſeth us Forgivenc of that which is 
C3 __ _ pal 


1 


wards God and towards Man; and let no 


is in your Power to every one whom you 


to forgive all ſuch as have offended you, 


18 
paſt, if with a perfect and true Heart we 
return unto him. i 

SINCE therefore you are ſoon to paſs 
into an endleſs and unchangeable State, 
and your future Happineſs or- Miſery de- 
pends upon the few Moments which are 
left you; I require you ſtrictly to exa- 
mine yourſelf, and your Eſtate both to- 


welt fe Ss = a wwoag 


worldly Conſideration hinder you from 
making a true and full Confeſſion of your 
Sins, and giving all the Satisfaction which 


have wronged or injured; that you may 
find Mercy at your heavenly Father's 
Hand for Chriſt's Sake, and not be con- 
demned in the dreadful Day of Judg- 
ment. Bn . 
LASTLY, Beloved, ſubmit yourſelf 
with Chriſtian Reſignation to the juſt 
8 of God, which your own Crimes 
ve brought upon you, and be in Cha- 
rity with all Men; being ready fincerely 


not excepting thoſe who have proſecuted 
you even unto Death ; and though thus 
may ſeem a hard Saying, yet know aſſu- 
redly, that without it your Charity 1s not 
yet perfect. And fail not carneſtly to 
endeayour and pray for this bleſſed gow 


(23) 
per and Compoſure of Mind; ſo may yau 
caſt yourſel, 3 an entire Dependance 
upon the Mercies of God, through the 
Merit: of your Saviour and Redeemer Je- 
ſus Chriſt, 


Here the Miniſter ſhall examine him 
concerning his Faith, and rehearſe the 
Articles of the Creed. ( Doit thou be- 
lie ve in God, S..] and the Criminal 
ſpall anſwer. 


All this I ſtedfaſtly believe. 


Ten * the Miniſter examine, whe- 

ther 1 * him truly of his oius, 
exhorting him to a = Confeſ- 
ſion of the Sin for which he is con- 
demned ; and upon Confeſſion, he foall 
inſtruct him what Satisfaction ought 
to be made to thoſe whom he has of- 
fended thereby; and if he knoweth any 
Combinations in Wickedne ſs, or any 
evil Practices deſigned againſt others, 
let him be admonifoea to the utmoſt of 


= Power to nw and prevent 
them. 


C4 After, 


_  abſolve him, (if he humbly or heartily 


4 Form of | Abſolution in the Office of 


_ thine Offences: And by his Authority 
committed to me, I abſolve thee from all 
thy Sins, In the Name of the Father, 


Aa) 
After his Confe/fon, the Prieft ſball 
deſire it) either in the Form, which it 
appointed in the Office of Viſitation of 


the Sick, or in that uſed in the Com- 
munion Service. N 


* * 
—— — 


— 
* — nm —³³ RE 


, 


. * 
[1 


 V:/itation of the Sick. 


UR Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
left Power to his Church to abſolve 
all Sinners who truly repent and believe 
in Him, of his great Mercy, forgive thec 


and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt 
Amen. | 8 8 8 N 


« LY , "_ 1 3 * — 


Dh 


— — 
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Fern of Abſolution uſed in the Con 
LMIGHTY' God ur heavetily Fs. 


munion Servite. 
A ther, who of his great Mercy hath 
promiſed Forgiveneſs of Sins to all them 


Faith 


* 


f 
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(25 ) 
Faith turn unto him; Have Mercy upon 
you, pardon . and deliver you from all 
your Sins, confirm and ftrengthen you in 
all Goodneſs, and, bring you to everlaſt- 
ing Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
Amen. | X 


6 


C After Abſolution, ſhed be ſaid the 
 Colle@ following. 


() HOLY Jeſus, who of thine infi- 
nite Goodneſs, didſt accept the 
Converſion of a Sinner on the Croſs, open 
thine Eye of Mercy upon this thy Ser- 
vant, who deſireth Pardon and Forgi ve- 
neſs, though in bzs lateſt Hour he turn- 
eth unto thee. Renew in him whatioever 
hath been decayed by the Fraud and 
Malice of the Devil, or by his own Car- 
nal Will and Frailneſs: Conſider his Con- 
trition, accept his Repentance, and foraſ- 
much as he putteth his full Truſt only 
in thy Mercy, impute not unto him his 
former Sins, but ſtrengthen him with thy 
bleſſed Spirit, and when thou art pleaſed 
to take him hence, take him unto thy 
Favour ; this we beg through thy Merits, 
O Lord, our Saviour and our Redeemer. 
Amen, : q Then 


FP „ II 


(36) 
| © Then the Miniſter ſpall ſay, 


O FATHER of Mercies, and God of 
all Comforts, we fly unto thee for 
Succour in behalf of this thy Servant, 
who ig now under the Sentence of Con- 
demnation, The Day of his Calamity is 
at Hand, and be is accounted as one of 
them that go down into the Pit. Bleſſed 
Lord, remember thy Mercies, look upon 
his Infirmities, hear the Voice of bis 
Complaint, give him, we beſeech thee, 


Patience in this His Time of Adverſity, 


and ſupport under the Terrors which en- 
compaſs him; ſet before his Eyes the 
Things he hath done in the Body, which 
have juſtly provoked thee to Anger; 


and foraſmuch as hzs Continuance appeat- 


eth to be but ſhort amongſt us, quicken 
him ſo much the more by thy Grace and 
holy Spirit, that he, being converted and 
reconciled unto thee, before thy Judg- 
ments have cut hem off from the Earth, 
may at the Hour of hig Death depart in 
Peace, and be received into thine Ever- 
laſting Kingdom, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Amen. Co 


Adding 


(EY - 
Adding this. 8 
O Saviour of the World, who by thy 
Croſs and precious Blood haſt redeemed 


us, fave us, and help us, we humbly be- 
kech thee; O Lord. 


Then the Miniſter ſtanding, ſhall ſay. 


[N the midſt of Life, we are in Death 
of whom may we ſeek for Succour, 
but of thee O Lord, who for our Sins are 
juſtly diſpleaſed ? 

YET, O Lord God moſt holy, O Lord 
moſt mighty, O Holy and moſt merciful 
daviour, deliver us not into the bitter 
Pains of Eternal Death. 

HO U knoweſt, O Lord, the Secrets 
of our Hearts; ſhut not thy merciful 
Ears to our Prayers; but Spare us O 
Lord moſt holy, O God moſt mighty, 
O holy and merciful Saviour, Thou moſt 
worthy Judge eternal, ſuffer us not at 


our laft Hour for any Pains of Death to 
fill from thee, 


¶ Then the Miniſter ſtall ſay. 


HE Almighty God, who is a moſt 
ſtrong Tower to all them that put 
their Truſt in him, to whom all Things 


(28) 
in Heaven, in Earth, and under the Earth, 
do bow and obey, be now and for ever- 
more thy Defence, and make thee know 
and feel that there is none other Name 
under Heaven given to Man, in whom, 
and through whom thou mayeſt receive 


Salvation, but only the Name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Ames. 


J Aud after that Gall ſay. 
1 NT O God's gracious Mercy and 


Protection we commit thee. The 
Lord bleſs thee and keep thee. The Lord 
make his Face to ſhine upon thee, and be 
Gracious unto thee ; the Lord lift up his 
Countenance upon thee, and give tber 
Peace both now and eyermore. Amen. 


__— 
md. 
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At the Time of Execution, beſides all, 
or ſuch Part of the foregoing Office 4s 
the Miniſter ſball judge proper, ſpal 

be ſaid the Commendatory Prayer for 
a Perſon at the Point of Departure, 4 
it is in the Viſitation of the Sick. 


C The 


(29) ; 
¶ De Collect for the Communion Service. 


0 GOD, who declareſt thy almighty 
Power, moſt chiefly in ſhewing 
Mercy and Pity, we beſeech thee have 
Mercy upon this Servant, who, for his 
Tranſgreſſions, is appointed to die. Grant 
that he may take thy Judgments pa- 
tiently, and repent him truly of his 
Sins, that he recovering thy Favour, the 
fearful Reward of his Actions may end 
with this Life, and whenloeyer hit Soul 
ſhall depart from the Body, it may be 
without Spot preſented unto thee, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


The Epiſtle. Hes. Ch. xii. V. . 


NO Chaſtning for the preſent ſeemetb 
to by joyous, but grievous ; 1 
afterwards. it yieldeth the peaceable 

ruit of righteouſneſs unto them. which 
are exerciſeh thereby. i 


The Goſpel. St. Fohn. Ch. v. V. 24. 


Verily, Verily, I ſay unto you, he that 
beareth my Word, and believeth on him 
that ſent me, hath everlaſting Life, and 

ſpall 


/ & 


HF WW 
ſhall not come into Condemnation, but is 


Paſſed from Death unto Life. 


q A Prayer for impriſoned Debtors. 
OST gracious God, look down in 
Pity and Compaſſion upon theſe 
thine afflicted Servants, that are fallen un- 
der the Miſery of a cloſe Reſtraint. Give 
them always a deep Senſe of their Sins, 
and of thy fatherly Love and Correction; 
and the more their Confinement pteſſeth 
hard upon them, the more let the Com- 
forts of thy Grace and Mercy abound to- 
wards them. Give to their Creditors 
Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, and to them 
a meek and forgiving Spirit towards all 
thoſe that have confined them, and a full 
Purpoſe to repair all the Injuries and 
Loſſes that others have ſuſtained by them. 
Raiſe them up Friends to pity and re- 
lieve them; give them the continued 
Comfort of thy Countenance here, and fo 
ſanctifie their Afflictions, that they 10ay 
work for them an eternal weight of Glory, 
through the Merits and Mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt thy Son our Lord. Amen. 


By 


(31) 


By the Lord Lieutenant and Council 
of Ireland. 
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SHREWSBURY, | 


ODE E D, That the Form of 
Prayer for T, 2 Viſitation of Priſo- 
gers, treated upon by the Arch-Biſhops 
and Biſhops, and the reſt of the Clergy of 
this Kingdom, and reed upon by Her Ma- 
«>tys Licence in their Sy nod, boden 3 
Dublin, i in the Year 1715 1, be printed ali 

anexed to The Book of Common-Pr ayer, 
purſuant | to Her Majeſty > Direction, | 


Given at the Council-Chambita Dub- 
bin, the 1 3th: "ny of April, "IE 


The. Armagh, Con. Phipps, Canc. K. 
are, Mount. Alexander, Abercorn V. 
Kildare, Edu. Down, and Connor. Cha. 

Fielarng, Kichd. Cox, Robt Doyne, 

Kott. 2 ort, P. Savage, Theoph. 

Butler, f. 4, Vn. Stewart. 


. 
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A Prayer to be uſed for a Male fatto 
who ſuffers at the Stake. 


AMA OST holy Lord God! the righteous 
41 Judge of the whole World! juſk ig 
all thy Ways, and holy in all thy Works! 
the great and terrible God ! a conſuming 
Fire, and everlaſting Burnings ! How can 
Tuch ſinful Chaff and Stubble, as we. arc, 
ſtand before thee? We muſt needs in a 
Moment be reduced unto Aſhes, if thou 
haſt not pity on us. But, bleſſed be thy 
Name, thou art a God of wonderful 
Love and Mercies. Thou haft ſo loved 
the World as to give thine only en 
Son to the Death for us, that we belicy- 
ing in him, ſhould not periſh, but hayc 
rr 
WE are greater Sinners, than the 
Apoſtate Angels, and yet have greater 
Mercies afforded us, though they ate better 
capacitated to ſerve God, than ourſelves, 
and never ſinned againſt thee but once; 
yet thou didſt utterly reje& them, nevcr 
gaveſt a Chriſt to them, nor to die for 
them; whereas, thou haſt beſtowed him 


on us, the moſt unworthy Perſons, _ 


(33) 
ind Daughters of ſinful Adam, who have 
never ceaſed ſinning againſt thee. 


om our Youth upward, we were con- 
ceiyed in Sin, and born in Iniquity. Our 


been all 1pent in the Drudgery of Sin. 
We have broken all the Commandments 


ind Deed ; ſinned againſt the Law, and 
vainſt the Goſpel ; againſt all the Means 
ued by our God to reclaim and to reform 
. We have deſpiſed the beit of Mer- 
cies, and deſerved the worſt of Judgments, 
(Yea, to be burnt up with unquenchable 
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temporal.) But hitherto thou haſt ſpared 
ad reprieved us, and given us Space for 
depentance, and waiteſt to be gracious to 
us, and biddeſt us, ſcek thee our God, 
hilft thou mayeſt be found, and call 
upon thee whilſt thou art near, to forſake 
dur Ungodlineis, and to foregoe all our 
Wickedneſs, and thou wouldeſt abun- 
Untly pardon: Yea, thou art fo gracious, 
8 to bid and encourage us to pray for 
Others, with Promiſes of Audience and 
Cceptance, 


WE are all Sinners by Nature, and 
Infancy, our Youth, and riper Years, have 


of our God in Heart, Thought, Word 


Flames, as this poor wretched Maletactor 
s now ready to be with thoſe that are 


8 THIS 
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THIS emboldens us to make our Ad 
dreſſes to thee for this poor condemn; 
Creature, ready to be executed: We con 
feſs for her, and ſhe doth acknowledge fo 
herſelf. Lord! her great and gricyo 
Offences, that ſbe hath been a Rebel x 
gainſt thee all her Days, lived in Sin, neg 
lected Duty, neglected getting the 1aving 
Knowledge of God, and Acquaintanci 
with thee ; that ſhe hath not hear knee 
to the Voice of God, ſpeaking from hi 
holy Word unto her ; but liſtned readi|) 
unto the Temptations and Suggeſtions o 
the Devil, a Murderer from the Beginning 
and by whoſe Enticements ſhe hath cn 
brewed her Hands in Blood, in the Guil 
of innocent Blood of her Relations and 8 
periors, which cries to Heaven for Ven 
geance againſt her. Lord! ſbe canno 
ſtand before the Juſtice of Men. Ab 
how unable is ſbe to ſubſiſt at the Bar 0 
God; Man, hath juſtly condemned her 
and the Lerd might juſtly damn her, an 
to all Eternity. The Wages of her vi: 

is Death, death Temporal and Eternal. 
BUT, Lord! though be is miſcra 
ble, thou art merciful, though ſbe is ful 
of Sin, thou art full of Pardons ; thoug! 
fe is helpleſs in herſelf, yet in thee 
| Lord, is ſbe not kopelels. * p 


0 
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God, that hath e a Door of Hope 
for her in the Reſurrection of Chriſt Jeſus, 
who was delivered to the Death fur her 
Sins, and roſe again from the Dead, that 
ſbe might be Jaſtified, Thy Free-Gift in 
Chriſt Jeſus is Eternal Life. Oh! how 

ſweet is thy Worry: A456 | 
SUFFER us bleſſed Father! in all 
Humility, to plead with thee in her Be- 
hall. Oh! that thou wouldeſt be gra- 
cious to her ! She is thy Creature, the 
Work of thy Hands, do not deftroy her! 
He is the Purchaſe of thy Son's Blood, 
Oh! let him not looſe her Chriſt died 
for er Oh ! let him not die in vain for 
ber | Therefore, fave her ! Her Sins are 
many, but thy Mercies are infinitely 
more, hey Sins are bloody, Crimſon Scar- 
let, and crying Sins, but the Blood of 
_ cleanſeth from all Sins. Blood ſhed 
ber, cryeth down Vengeance on Her. 
But yet, dear Lord, bear ! O hear the 
louder Outcrys of thy Son's Blood for 
ber! She is, if ever any, an Object 
worthy of Pity, not from any Worth in 
ber, but becauſe of her Miſery. If God 
do not help her, who will? Who can? 
Men and Angels cannot fave her, but 
Jeſus Chriſt can. He is able, and bleſſed 
be thy Name, ſweet Jeſus ! Thou art 
D 2 | willing 
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willing alſo, even to the worſt and utmoſt 
to ſave. a 

THOU art an Almighty, and all- 
ſufficient Saviour, thine Arm is not ſhort- 
ened, thy Grace is not exhauſted, Oh! 
magnifie thy Grace now, even now upon 
her / Thou haſt ſaid, that the weary, the 
heavy-laden ſhould come unto thee, and 
thou wouldeſt give them reſt : And that 
ſuch as come unto thee, though the great- 
eſt Sinners, thou wouldeſt not caſt out. 
Tis late, indeed, that ſhe comes unto thee, 
but not too late. Truth Lord! late Re- 
pentance is ſeldom true, but yet, true Re- 
pentance is never too late, better late 
than never. | 

THOU haft given us one Inſtance, 
one Example of the Thief on the Crols, 
layed at the eleventh, at the laſt Hour 
ſave one, tis but one, that we ſhould not 
preſume ; and yet one, that we ſhould not 
deſpair. Oh! Lord, ſbe will not deſpair 
of thy Mercy, that were a greater Sin 
than all the reſt that ſhe hath committed. 
Now Lord, though late, ſhe comes unto 
thee, /be throws herſelf at thy Feet, and 
we thy poor Setyants come unto thee; and 
proſtrate ourſelves at thy Feet for her 
Oh! do not caſt her out of thy Sight: 


Ohr:. but faved! 
Oh? let ber not be damned, A This 
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This is a true and faithful Saying, wor- 
thy of all Exceptations, moſt worthy of 
her's, and ſhe accepts of it, and truſts 
on it, That Zeſus Chriſt came into the 
World to fave Sinners, of whom ſbe 1s 
Chief. Thou art willing that all thould 
be laved; therefore thou art: willing 


ſbe ſhould be ſaved alſo: Thou haft 


put theſe Words into Her Mouth, andi in · 
to our Mouths for Her. 1 

THAT if Jeſus Chriſt hath. 155 
Merits enough ta ſave her, ſbe, and we 
alſo, will be contented; that 1 ſbould 
be damned for ever. 

5 U T, bleſſed be our God! The Me- 
rits of our Saviour are infinite. Oh! 
Lord, make Application of them unto her 
Soul. Oh! rake away for Cliriſt's Sake, 
all her Sins! Blot out her Iniquities as a 
Cloud, and her Tranſgreſſions as a thick 
Cloud. Though her Sins have abound- 
ed unto her Condemnation, yet, let thy 
Grace much more, infinitely more abound 
unto her Juſtification. Enter not into 
Judgment with her. O Lord, deliver ber 
from Blood- guiltineſs. O God! thou God 
of her Salvation! And her Tongue, and 
Mouths ſhall ſing ajoud of Chriſt's 


Righteouſneſs, and of thy Faithfulnefs. 
D 3 - OH! 


OH! take way whatſoever: may 
hinder the Communications of thy Love, 
favour and Salvation unto her./ Purge Sin 
out of Her; give a broken, contrite, and 
truly penitent Heart unto her / She is 
Mourning fot! her. Sin and: Miſery : Oh! 


_ waſh her in the Blood of the Lamb, in 


that Fountain, opened for Sin and Un- 
eleanneſſes, in the Laver of Regeneration 
Oh! Sanctifie, and renew her by thy holy 
Spirit! Take away all the Spots and 
Blots of her Sin! though ſhe be defiled 
and deformed with innumerable, and thoſe 
the moſt abominable; yet canſt thou renſe 
and cleanſe her in a Moment. No un- 
clean Thing ſhall enter into thy King- 
dom. Without Holineſs, none can ſee 
the Lord. Now the Lord ſanctifie ber 
throughout, in her whole Soul, Body and 
Spirit. eie 140-4 | 
AND though ſbe hath been by the 
wiles of the Devil, cheated of her Life, 
and is now to ſuffer juſtly for her evil 
Deeds, give her to bear patiently the In- 
dignation of her God, becauſe ſbe hath 
ſinned againſt thee. and to accept of the 
Puniſhment of her Iniquity ! Though ſbe 
muſt burn in temporal Flames, yet, let 
her not burn in everlaſting Flames! Oh! 


Let the Streams of Chriſt's Blood qaenen 
0 
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out the Flames of thy Wrath! Though 
be die in Earth, Lord, fave her from 
Hell! Oh! give her Faith, the Faith of 
God's Elect! And the Lord ſtrengthen 
ler Faith! Oh! confirm her Hope! Oh! 
ge her to abound in Hope through thy 
Holy Ghoſt given to her! Oh! grant 
that Faith, Hope, and Patience may haye 
their perfect Work in her. 

GIVE in ſome Token, ſome Pledge of 
thy Good-will unto Her, if it be thy good 
Pleaſure! Oh! revive, ſupport, and com- 
fort her drooping Spirits, though ſbe be 
in the Valley Shadow of Death : Do 
not forſake her, Oh! do not forſake her 
day unto her, thou att her Salvation! 
Tell her, that after ſhe hath ſuffered a 
little while, fe ſhall be with thy {elf in 
Heaven, perfect with thee in Glory! Say 
unto her, as unto the Thief upon the 
Croſs, this Day thou ſhalt be with me in 
Paradiſe. ps 

OH! keep off Satan from her / He is 
never more buſy than when thy poor 
Worms are weakeſt, and leaſt able to 
defend themſelves from him. Lord Jeſu! 
Fight for her againſt him. Keep her pre- 
cious and immortal Soul from him! Oh! 
be with her now in theſe her laſt Agonies. 
vive thy Holy Angels to wait u * 
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her, and in that yery Moment that he; 
Soul ſhall go out of her Body, let thoſe 
_—_ Angels carry it into Abraham's 

oſom. Into thy Hands do we commend 
her. Into thy Hands doth ſbe commit 
her Spirit dear Jeſu / Save it, for thou 
haſt loved, redeemed, and died for it. 
And now Lord, though Earth will looſe 
a bloody Sinner, yet 'let Heaven be aug- 
mented by one Saint more. | 

O Look down from Heaven the Ha- 
bitation of thy Holineſs and Glory upon 
this numerous Aſſembly! Oh, let them 
not be idle Spectators of theſe dreadful 
Providences. Oh, that they may be Or- 
dinances for their Good, for their Con- 
verſion and Reformation: Oh, that every 
Soul that is gazing here may ſmite upon 
his Breaſt, and lament that univerſal Cor- 
ruption which is in our Nature, and the 
woeful Effects of our Sin. Sin having 
once conceived bringeth forth Death. 

WE have the Root of the Matter in 
us, the very Cauſes of thoſe Sins, for 
which theſe MalefaQors ſuffer, had wc 
the ſame Temptations, we might be guil- 
ty of the like Tranſgreſſions. And were 
it not for the Cords and Curbs of thy re- 


ſtraining Grace, we, ſhould be in their 
Condition. Blefled be God we are by 


(41) 
+ WM Tis thou only that haſt made us to differ. 
ſe Oh, that all Maſters of Families, Parents 
's of Children, would ſee that they in their 
own Perſons, and with their Families 
do ſerve the Lord, Oh, let there be no 


u Prayerleſs Families, no uncathechized 
t. Children in this Place. 
e LOOK once more we pray thee, with 


Mercy upon this thy poor Creature! She 
is very low, very miſerable, yearn upon 
ber with Bowels of Compaſſion, and em- 
brace her with Arms of everlaſting Love! 
Be her God and her Guide unto Death, 
and her Saviour from everlaſting Death! 
AND all we beg in, and for the Sake 
of our deareſt Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſits on the Right Hand, ma- 
king Interceſſion for Her, and for us, hear 
us for his Sake, and graciouſly anſwer us, 
and do abundantly for her, and us, be- 
yond what we can ask or think! To 
him, with thyſelf holy Father, and eter- 
nal Spirit, be everlaſting Glory, Domi- 
nion, Praiſe and Thankſgiving. Amen. 
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An Office for Malefactors both in Pri. 
fon and at Execution, out of the Da- 
niſn Ritual. | 


Of Priſoners and Malefattors. 


FH E Miniſters muſt ſeveral Times vi- 
ſit Priſoners and Malefactors who are 
kept in Cuſtody, in order to be executed 
for their Crimes which they are juſtly 
condemned ſor, before they give them 
the Sacrament of Chriſt's holy Body and 
Blood; to the End they may be rightly 
prepared, as good Chriſtians ought to be, 
tor their receiving it. er 
BUT chiefly let them endeavour to 
bring them to a Confeſſion of their Crime, 
and that they do not out of Fear of the 


—— 


Judgment of Men, by concealing their 


Wickedneſs heap one Sin upon another, 


and thereby provoke God's greater An- 


ger and Judgment upon them, if they 
behave themſelves contumacioully againſt 
God, and by a Lie, give Place to the 
Devil, the Enemy of all Truth: But 
that ingenuouſly confeſſing their Fault, 


they may give Glory to God, leſt they 


bring a new Load upon their Conſciences 
| when 
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when they come to die, and go out of 
the World obſtinately ſtanding in their 

Wickedneſs. | 
AFTERWARDS let them exhort the 
Priſoners to a true and ſerious Grief for 
their Faults, and that they ſeriouſly and 
heartily repent of them, not ſo much that 
they muſt undergo a temporal Puniſh- 
ment for them, but that they have in- 
curred the Anger of their good God, and 
by that have brought everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment upon themſelves, | | 
AND let them ſhew them out of 
God's Word, God's Hatred to Sin in ge- 
neral, and in particular let them ſet forth 
the grieyouſneſs of that Sin which they 
have been guilty of, as Theft, Murder, 
5c. So that they may look within them- 
ſelyes and conſider, how great their Sin 
is, eſpecially in the Eyes of God, who 
has pronounced ſo ſevere a Sentence up- 
on all Sinners, according to the Quality 
of the Fact. Let them look diligently 
into their former Life, whether they 
have not lived in a Courſe of Drunken» 
nels, Uncleanneſs, Covetouſneſs, Hatred, 
Envy againſt their Neighbours, Diſobe- 
dience to their Parents or Magiſtrates, and 
Profanation of the Lord's Day, in Con- 
tempt or Neglect of God's Word, and | 
other 9 
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other Crimes of the like Nature, where- 
by they have juſtly brought this Mis- 
fortune upon themſelves; ſo that God has 
juſtly ſaffered them to fall into this horrible 
Sin, according to that his ſevere Declara- 
tion, wherein he threatens, I wll lay 4 
Stumbling-block before them, at which he 


may ſtumble and die, Ezek. xxx. 20. 


BUT however, they may not deſpair 
of their Condition upon having commit- 
ted ſo heinous and dreadful a Sin, nor 
think that they are utterly undone, that 
there is no Hope for them in Repentance, 
that there is no Place left for them in the 
divine Mercy, which they have ſo often 
ungraciouſly deſpiſed; but that they are 
caſt off and abandoned by God, and leſt 
open to the Will of the Devil, to- take 
what Adyantage of them he pleaſes: No; 
for if we have been never 65 great Sin- 
ners, yet God is faithful, and has bound 
himſelf by a ſacred Oath, That he does 
not delight in the Death of a Sinner, but 
that the «wicked Man may turn from bis 
Way and live, Ezek. xxxiii. 11. And that 
Sin abounding Grace does much more 
abound, Rom. v. 20. Only we muſt lay 
hold upon it with a firm Faith, and be 
heartily ſorry for the Sin we have com- 
mitted. Therefore they muſt firmly be- 


lieve 
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jere that God has not ſhut the Gate of 
tis Mercy upon them, becauſe he has fuf- 
fred them to be ſhut up within the 
Doors of this Priſon, but becauſe his 
Goodneſs could not hitherto bring them 
toa true Repentance of their Sins, he was 
forced to uſe theſe ſevere Remedies ; that 
by Diſgrace, Trouble, Confinement, and 
aftly, by Death itſelf, he might bring 
them to a true Knowledge of their Sins, 
3 he did to Manuaſſes, 2 Chron, xxxiii. 
at WF 11. to Achan, Joſ. vii. 20. to the Thief 
upon the Croſs, Luke xxiii. 42. and ſeve- 
ral others. Let them exhort them, that 
they place a firm Hope and Confidence 
upon God, that he will certainly be mer- 
ciful unto them, for the Merits of his Son 
Chriſt Jeſus, that he will forgive all their 
dins, and that relying upon this Hope, 
they may certainly expect that God will 
give to them the Anſwer given to the 
Thief upon the Croſs, This Day ſhalt 
thou be with me in Paradiſe. 

HERE the Minifter ſhould lay before 
them God's precious Promiſes, which the 
Word of God does afford, concerning the 
free Forgiveneſs of Sins in Chriſt, and 
how he is a Propitiation and a Sacrifice 
for the Sins of all Men, FARO 

AFTER- 


before their Execution to be refreſhed b 


AFTERWAKDS i they deſite i 
and be duly compoſed in Mind, they are 


the holy Body and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
in the manner before deſcribed in the Of 
fice for the Sick, the Miniſter ſtill re 
maining with them to inſtill Comforts in 
to them, to pray with them, and to ſing 
Hymns with them. But if they ſhew 
themſelves obſtinate and refraQory, they 


are not to be admitted to the holy Sup- 


per, but are to be commended to God by 
ſerious Prayer, that he would of his infi- 
nite Mercy work in them a thorough 
Repentance and Converſion, that they 


may not ſhut up their Life in their Com- 
tumacy, but by the Power of the Spirit 


of God being brought to the Knowledge 
of tlie Truth, they may cloſe an ill Lite 
by a happy End. | 
WHEN the Day of Execution comes, 
the Miniſter of the Pariſh where the i- 
minal is to die, with ſome other Miniſters, 
if Occaſion requires, is to come betimes 
to the condemned Perſon, or at leaſt an 
Hour or two before the diſmal Proceſſion 
begins, and with great Earneſtneſs en- 


deavour to recall to his Memory what be 


laid before him in the preceding Days, 


ex- 
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exhorting him to a couragious Conſta 

in the midſt of Death; that ſince God 
has been pleaſed to puniſh him for his 
Wickednels here, he ſhould greatly re- 
joice, being in good Hopes that this is 
the laſt Day of his Troubles, and the firſt 
of his true and fincere Joys, that being 
now free from all Evil, he ſhall make a 
Paſſage out of this Life, which is full of 
Sin and Misfortune, into that eternal 
happy Life which never dies, with God 
in Heaven, Therefore let him beg of 
God by earneſt Prayer, that he may be 
preſent to him with the Grace of his 
holy Spirit, that with ſuch a firmneſs of 
Mind he may bear now the laſt Stroke 
of Death, that with ſuch a Strength of 
Faith he may perform this laſt Combat 
with Fieſh and Blood, that being a glo- 
nous Conqueror, he may quickly expe- 
rience a happy Change. Moreover the 
Miniſter ought to ſtrengthen him with 


s, continual Exhortations, Prayers, and 
$ Hymns, that he may always keep his 
n Mind in Devotion to God. Eſpecially, 
1 he muſt read the Articles of Faith to 


of them to him, as may be moſt proper 
to afford him ſolid Comfort againſt all 
Tempta- 


\ 


him over, and curſorily explaining ſome 
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Temptations. As alfo thoſe Verſieles out 
of the Litany, 

O Lamb of God, &c. 
with ſome other Prayers drawn up for 
this Purpoſe. 

IF the Miniſter finds in him any great 
Conſternation and Fears, he may order a 
little Wine to be given him, being war- 
ranted from that Command of God, Gzve 
ſtrong Drink unto him that is ready to 
periſh, and Wine to thoſe that are of 
heavy Hearts. Let him drink and for- 
get his Poverty, and remember his La- 
Sour uo more, Prov. xxxi. 6, 7. But how- 
ever the Miniſter muſt be cautious, that 
by inviting him to drink he does not let 
him drink too much, and violate that 
Command of our Saviour, who forbids us 
to over charge our Hearts with Drut- 
kenneſs, Luke xxi. 34- 

AND here it may be adviſable to put 
him in Mind of his late drinking our Sa- 
viour's Blood in the holy Sacrament, 
which will preſerye him to eternal 
Life. | 25 

IF he be a dry again, or would drink 
more, let him be put in Mind, that hs 
ſhould thirſt after Chriſt alone, that he 
ſhould deſire him with all his Heart, be- 
ing ſhortly to enjoy that, Salyation m_—_ 


at 
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ie in great Love to us, has obtained for 
3: That in a little Time his Thirſt will 
k ſitisfied, in drinking at Rivers of 
Meaſure; with the Saints and Elect of 
God in Heaven. 5 wh 
WHEN the Malefactor is led to the 
Pace of Execution, the Miniſter muſt ga 
long with him, continually urging him, 
keging of him, beſeeching him, in the 
Name of Jeſus, to go out of the World 
with a good Conrage, remembring that 
d Time, when our bleſſed Saviour the 
fon of God, was led to Mount Calvary, 
to ſuffer among Thieves, for our Sins. 
LET him be exhorted heartily to re- 
vice, that every Step he makes, brings 
him nigher to his Liberty, when he ſhall 
ke no Sorrows, no Fetters, no Priſons any 
nore; let him conſider how ill be for- 
nerly ſpent his Time, while he lived in 
the World; but now Death will open a 
Way to him, that he ſhall he for ever 
ee from Sin. Let him regollect in his 
Mind, what difficult and dangerous travell- 
ing he has undergone in this Lite; but 
this Journey will carry him to that place, 
Where he ſhall be for ever gut of all 
Danger, ſo that he may ſay to his Soul 
"th holy Daaid. Return to thy Refs, 
Ub my Soul ! for iy Lord bath "ener 
— 


Sinners, and Jaftly concerning the Delive 
| ance of the Faithful from the Troubles c 


-wholly taken up with heayenly 20 


. 
ed thee, he hath delivered my Soul fro 
Death, my Eyes from Tears, aud m 
Feet from falling - I will. walk hefd 
the Lord in the Land of the Living 
Pſal. cxvi. 7, 8, 9 And that he may nc 
be carried away by worldly Thoughts, le 
the Miniſter Diſcourſe with him all th 
Way out of God's Word, laying befo 
him the moſt principal Texts of Scripturc 
concerning our Redemption by Chriſt, an 
his abundant and moſt plentiful Mercy t 


| 
7 


this World, as 1ſa. liii. 4, 5. Exel. xxxi 
11. Mich. vii. 18, 19. John. iii. 10 
Rom. v. 8, 9, 10. 151 8. 32. 1. Tin. 
15. 1 John. 7. John v. 21. 1 John 
1, 2. Rom. viii. 34. Rom. viii. 17, 18 
Rev. xiv. 18. 

THE Miniſter muſt likewiſe tak 
Care to anſwer clearly and diſtinctly tc 
the Queſtions propoſed to him by thi 
Criminal, asking him over and over aga 
whether he takes his Meaning? or whethe 
he believes what he ſays? whether It 
heartily relies upon it? whether he 7: 
ceives any Comfort in his Mind from it 
and whether, as much as may be, he bat 
laid aſide all Fear of Death, his Mind be 


eternal 
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mal Things? Then let the Miniſter 
my with him, and ſing thoſe Hymns 
hich are aſſigned to this Uſe. 


Anxius jam deſidero, &c. | 
O Chriſte, qui veriſjimus Homo, &c. 
Vitæ meæ quum ſenſora, Ke. 


WHEN they come to the Place of 
Execution, let the Miniſter excite him by 
bs Exhortations to Conſtancy, that he do 
wt ſuffer Shipwreck of his Faith, as we 
by, in the very Haven, nor be born 
wn under the Terrors of Death, know- 
ig that his Redemption draweth nigh. 
luke xxi. 28; And that, whether he 
ne or dre, he is unto the Lord Rom. xiv. 
And that the Miniſter, in the Name 
f God, and all the Company of Specta- 
urs, may be more certain of the Repent- 
ace and Converſion of this ſo miſerable 
dinner, let the Miniſter, put him upon 
king his laſt open Confeſſion, and to 
kyeat with a loud Voice all the Articles 
lf his Faith. Then the Miniſter ſhall in- 
krogate him thus. 


IS this thy firm Faith and Confeſſion, 
n which thou art reſolved to conclude 
is mortal Life? 

E 2 DOST 


1 

DOS T thou believe that thou art! 
wretched Sinner, and haſt by many Way 
offended thy good God, eſpecially by thi 
heinous Sin, for which thou art now tc 
ſuffer, ingenioufly and openly confeſling 
that thou haſt juſtly deſerved Death 6 
* and that thou doſt heartily repent 0 
it: 

DOST thou beileve,. That thou ha 
obtained Fardon with God, of this, anc 
all thy Sins, by the Merits of Chriſt, anc 
T hat Death will open to thce an t ntranc 
to eternal Lite ? 

HAST thou blotted out of thy Mind 
whatioeyer has been offended againſt the 
by any one, ſo that thou beareſt nc 
Malice in thy Heart? haſt no Anger a 
gainſt any one, neither againſt the Mag 
ſtrate who hath condemned thee to thi 
| Puniſhment, nor againſt any other of th 
| Neighbours, whoſoever they be? 

HAST thou ſo compoſed and prepare 
thy 1clf in the Name of Jetus, willing) 
to ſuffer the Puniſhment inflied up! 
thee for thy Crime? 


TO all which he is to anſwer in thi 


Affirmative. | | 
7 THE 


It! 
ay 
thi 
4 kc 
ing 
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THEN ſhall the Miniſter ſay. 


TO confirm this Faith the more in 
thee, and the more to improve thy Re- 
liance on the Divine Mercy, by the Pou- 
ir and Authority committed unto me by 
God, that whatſoever Sins I remit on 
Earth, are remitted in Heaven, I do de- 
tlare unto thee the Pardon of thy Sin. 
N. And of all thy other Sins, in the 
oy of God the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt. 


WHILST the Miniſter is pronouncing 
this Abſolution, he muſt lay his Hand 
upon the Head of the Criminal, kneel- 


ing. 


AND then he is to add this ſhort 
Benediction. 


THE Lord Jeſus confirm and retain 
thee in the ſound and true Faith to the 
End, for the Sake of his holy Death and 
afl on, Amen. | 


THEN the MalefaQor riſing again, 


the Miniſter begins to ſing Sanctum ro- 
gamus Spiritum. 


THAT Hymn being ſang, the Mini- 
ter goes to him again, laying, RR 
3 
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ſo to arm thy ſelf with the Strength of 
the Divine Spirit, that thou mayeſt re- 
ceive thereby Comfort and Conſolation to 
deſpiſc all the Reproaches of this World, 
which are to be undergone by thee, and 
to fix thy Soul, and all thy Thought 
upon the eternal Joys of Heaven, which 
thou art now entring upon, where thy 
bleſſed Jeſus; after having bid ad ieu by a 
bleſſed Death ta all the Vices, Troubles 
and Griefs af this World, thou art to be 
glorified, which Happineſs you ſhall de- 
voutly pray for, in this ſweet Hymn of 


* 


our Church 
Te rogo 40 me Deus, . 


WHICH the Miniſter begins and goes 
through with! ?- i 26 : AIR 

AFTER this the Miniſter: I Tru 
therefore, that thou art ſo prepared 10 
meet thy God, that thou. art not in the 
leaſt afraid of Death, which" lays wait 
for the in the May; therefore ub a 
Mind, Soul and Heart rightly. compoſed 
ivvard God, receive this bleſſing of tht 
Fader! x; Bekp / rg ANT. 
The Lord be with them 
The Lord bleſs thee 22 thee, ap 
105 in Re of rhe * AEST 


wh .* 
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WHILST he is preparing for his Exe- 
cution, - let the Miniſter by his Exhor- 
tations, excite him with Conſtancy to 
deave to God, to preſerve an invincible 
Faith to his laſt Breath, that he may ob- 
tain a Crown of Life; for to him that 


be given a Crown of Life. Rev, ii. 10. 
Let him be no Way frightened by the 
terribleneſs of his Death, 797 this is the 
Time wherein God ſhall make him to 
Triumph over all his Enemies, even Death 
itſelf; So that being ſhut up in theſe 
Straights, it may be 101d to him, as Moſes 
fad to the Iſraclites, being pent in by 
Pharaoh; Fear not, ſtand and ſee the 
4 valoation of God, Exod. xiv. 13, 14. 
Which he will certainly give, to you to 
Day. For whatſoever Enemies your diſ- 
bed Mind may fancy, whatſoeyer Exil 


not ſee theſe or any other for ever. Theres 
fore be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 
rower of his Might; ſtand faſt in the 
Faith. Eph, vi. 10. 1 Cor. 16. 13. 
LAST of all, let him admoniſh 1 
that at the Point of Death he deliver up 
his Soul into the Hand of God, where- 
in no Exils, no Sorrows, 90. Torment, 
hall ever touch it. 
6 IN 


e A 


it faithful to death, and overcometh ſpall | 


you may ſeem: to have in View, you will 


IN like Manner he is to exhort the 
Spectators, that they put up their earneſt 
Prayers to God for this mierable Sinner, 
that he would accept of his Repentance, 
granting him Pardon of all his Sins, that 
he would ſtrengthen him, confirm and 
preſerve him in the Faith to his laſt 
Breath. - #4 

THEN the Malefactor is to fall down 
upon his Knees, und the Miniſter muſt, 
together with him, repeat a Prayer ſuit- 
able to that fad Occaſion, concluding 
with the Lord's Prayer. 

THE Miniſter muſt ſtand by him till 
the Execution be over, raiſing up bis 
Mind by Holy Diſcourſe, Prayers and 
Comforts. Er. 2 

IF he be hanged, if his Limbs be 
broke, or if he be torn or cut in pieces 
alive, the Miniſter mult not leave him 
before he has breathed his laſt ; whilſt 
he is going up the Ladder, whilſt he offers 
himicif to the Executioner to have his 
Body torn or broken, let him cry out up- 
on his Saviour, let him call for Aid up- 
on his Saviour. 


Lord Teſus have Mercy upon me ! 
— G 7 
Holy Lord God / 


uh 
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Holy Lord God have Mercy on me ! 
Lord Jeſu I commend my Soul into thy 


Hands. Amen. 


: 
—_ 0 ae —_ 
hs ” 


— 


An Office for Priſoners, by Jer. Taylor 
D. 5. late Lord Biſhop of Down and 
Connor. | , 


U PO N ſolemn Occafion, or upon ſpe- 
cial Neceflity or Devotion, the fol- 
lowing Form of Prayer may be entirely 
and diſtinctly uſed for Priſoners. 


In the Name of our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, Kc. 


Verſicle. ee 
O God make ſpecd to fave us. 
Anſwer. 
O Lord-make haſte to help us. 


Glory be to the Father, &c. 
As it was in the beginning, Re. 


BI m 
r 


T WILL cry unto God . my Voice: 
eyen unto Cod will I cry with wy 
voice, and he ſhall hearken unto me, 

4 In the day of my trouble I. fought 
t Lord: in the night my fore cealed 
not ; my Soul refuſed to be comforted. 
= * When J am in heavineſs J will think 
upon God: when my Heart is yexed. I 
will complain. 

J O remember how ſhort. my time is : 
wherefore haſt thou made all men for 
nought ? 

7 go hence like the Shadow that de 
parteth, and am driven away is the Graſ- 
hopper: but the Lord ſhall endure for 
ever, he hath alſo prepared his Seat for 
Judgment. | 

For he ſhall judge the World in 
Ri 6nd" i and- miniſter true Judg: 
— unto his People. 

* The Lord alſo will be a 3 9 for 
the oppreſſed; even a refuge in . time 
oz! trouble. . | an | 

And they that — thy Name will 
put their truſt in thee: for thou Lord haſt 
never failed them that ſeek thee. 


* Deliver 
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Deliver me, O Lord, from the evil 
man: preſerve me from the violent man. 

C I know that the Lord will maintain 
the cauſe of the afflicted: and the right 
of the poor. 

* Surely the righteous ſhall give thanks 
unto thy name: the upright” thall dwell 
in thy preſence. 

O let the Grrowfal: ſi ghing of? the 
Piſoners come before thee : — to 
the greatneſs of thy power | 4944 thou 
thoſe that are appointed to die 

*The humble ſhal! conſider this and be 
glad: Seek ye after God, and your Soul 
mall li ye. 

C For the Lord heareth the poor: and 
deſpiſeth not his Priſon ers. 

5 Who is like unto the Lord our God: 
who dwelleth on high ? 

Who humbl@th himſelf: to behold. 
the things that are in Heaven and Earth ? 
He raiſeth up the poor out of the 
duſt: and lifteth the eee. out of the 
Dunghil. 

q Bleſſed be the Name of} the Lord: 
from this time forth for evermorce. 

* For he fatisfieth the longing Soul; 
9 filleth the hungry Soul with Wy 
nels, 


Such 


( 6 ) 
_ EC Such as fit in darkneſs and in the 
ſhadow of death: being bound in affliction 
and iron. ph 
He bringeth them out of darkneſs and 
the ſhadow of death: and breaketh their 
bands in ſunder. | 
JO that men would praiſe the Lord 
for his goodneſs: and declare the wonders 
that he doth for the Children of Men ! 


8 Glory be to the Father, &c. 8 
¶ As it was in the beginning, Kc. 


* 


Or this. 


9 JN thee, O Lord, have I put my 
truſt, let me never be put to confu- 
ſion: but rid me and deliver me in thy 
Righteouſneſs; incline thine car unto me 
and ſave me. 8.4 
Be thou my ſtrong hold whereunto 
I may always reſort : thou haſt promiſed 
to help me, for thou art my Houſe of 
defence and my Caſtle. | 
As for the Children of Men they are 
but vanity ; the Children of Men are de- 
ceitful: upon the weights they are alto- 
gether lighter than yanity atſelf. 


qo 
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CO truſt not in wrong and robbery, 
give not yourſelves unto vanity: if riches 
increaſe ſet not your heart upon them. 

* Up Lord, why ſleepeſt thou? awake 
and be not abſent from us for ever. 

¶ Wherefore hideſt thou thy face: and 
forgetteſt our miſery and trouble? 

* For our Soul is brought low even un- 
to the duſt : our belly cleayeth unto the 

ound. 

CO caſt thy burthen upon the Lord, 
and he ſhall nouriſh thee : and ſhall not 
ſuffer the righteous to fall for ever : 

* For this God is our God for eyer: 
he ſhall be our guide unto death. 

There the wicked ceaſe from trou- 
bling: and there the weary be at reſt. 

* There the priſoners reſt together: 
they hear not the voice of the oppteſſor. 

The ſmall and great are there: and 
the ſeryant is free from his maſter. 

* Blefſed is he that hath the God of 
Jacob for his help: and whoſe hope is in 
the Lord his God. 

Which helpeth them to right that 
ſuffer wrong: which feedeth the hungry. 

*The Lord looſeth men out of priſon, 
the Lord giveth ſight to the blind, he 
helpeth them that fall: the Lord careth 
lor the righteous. | 

| C4 Praiſe 
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J Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, white 


I live will 1 praiſe the Lord : yea, as long 
as I have any bg '1 I will dias praiſes 


unto my God. 


— Glory be to * Father, &c. 
4 a it was in the beginning, &o. 


The Leſſon. 
Real Geneſis xxxix.1) ( Jerem. xxxvii. 
Geneſis xl. Zerem. Iii. 
| Iſaiah xlii. For Matthew xxv. 
1 AA v. 


| Jerem. xxxii. A, xvi. 


Let theſl iſe be read at ſeveral Times; and 


Res the Office be ſaid in private, let 

im that — 2 is intereſted, me- 
ditate a while. After which let him 
humbly kneel down and pray. 


. 
The Prayer for all Priſoners. A 


O ALMIGHTY. God, the merciful 
Father of all that put their Truſt 


in thee, look down from the beauteous 
Throne 


e 

Throne of thy Glory, with much Mercy 
and Compaſſion upon us thy Servants, 
who are Children of Miſery, full of Sin 

and full of Calamity, whoſe only Hope 
is in the Mercies and loving Kindneſs of 
the Lord. O do thou pardon all our 
Treſpaſſes and Debts, by which we are in 
Arrears to thee ; put them upon the Ac- 
counts of the Croſs ; for our bleſſed and 
moſt gracious Lord hath paid our Price to 
redeem us from the eternal Priſons: and 
be thou pleaſed to enrich us with thy ho- 
ly Spirit ; that we may be ftrong in Faith, 
abounding in Hope, eſtabliſhed in a ho- 
ly Patience, and rich in Charity; expect- 
ing with Meekneſs and Submiſſion when 
the Times of Refreſhment ſhall come 
from the Preſence of the Lord, our bleſ- 
kd Saviour and Redeemer Jeſus. Amen. 


II. 
For Priſoners of Debt. 


ENABLE us, O God, thou Treaſure 
of all Goodneſs, and all Plenty, and 
all Juſtice, to do our Duty to thoſe to 
hom we are obliged ; let not their Kind- 
nels to us be injurious to them, nor our 
Poverty become their Calamity; but do 


thou 


* 
4 
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thou enable us by, the Miracks of thy 
Mercy to do what we are bound to do; 
or incline our Creditors to accept what 
we can, and make us willing to do accor- n 
ding to the utmoſt of our Power; and do Ml. 
thou make it up in the Bleſſings of Plen- 
ty and mercy what is diminiſhed to them 
by our Poverty and Infelicity, Reſtore 
us, O God, to the Light of thy Counte- 
| nance, to the Senfe of thy Mercies and 
| Refreſhments ; ſanctify our preſent Con- 
dition; make us humble and obedient, 

| quiet and peageable, temperate and pati- | 
| ent: let not cur Calamities exaſperate our 


| Spirit; nor the preſent Affliction make us 
| to ſeek for Comfort in the Creature, much 
| leſs in Vice and the Stupors of Drunken» 
= neſs, in prophane Noiſes and evil Com- 
| pany. O let our Hopes be in thee, and 
i our Joy in thee only, and in thy Service, 
| through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


= oben *.  Mthe xniyhct 109, 

For Priſoners of Crime. - 
4 ETERNAL and moſt holy Saviour 
| Jeſus, who wert brighter than an 


| Angel, purer than the Morning Star, and 
yet wert pleaſed for our Redemption to 


take 


* 
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take upon thee our Guilt, that ſuffering 
our Puniſhment thou mighteſt reſcue us 
Com an intolerable State of Evil: Thou 
lidſt for our Sakes ſuffer thy ſelf to be 
mprifon'd in the Houſe of the Highprieſt, 
nd have thy holy Hands bound with 
Cords, that thou mighteſt procure to us 
the Liberty of the Sons of God; O look 
ion us with a gracious Eye. Thou 
daft ſuffer and yet wert innocent, we ſuf- 
{kr leſs than we have deſerved ; and hope 
n thy Goodneſs that we never ſhall ſuffer 
þ much. O hear our Cries from the bottom 
our Priſons, from the depths of our Sor- 
vows; let this Affliction be thy Diſcipline 
tb work Contrition and Repentance in our 
Hearts, Thou art juſt, O God, in all 
that we ſaffer, and thou art to be glori- 
fed ; and ſhame and Confuſion of Face 
belongs unto us as it is this Day; but ne- 
er let us ſuffer the Confuſion of a ſad E- 
temity : Accept our Sorrow and Repent- 
ance, our ſuffering and our Shame; that 
n the Blood of the Lamb, and the Tears 
of Repentance our Sins being waſhed, our 
Vuls may be preſented pure and ſpotleſs 
tefore the Throne of Grace, through 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 1 


F | | | I V. | 
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IV. 


If the Priſoners be condemned to Dat! 
then add this Prayer. 


() MOST merciful Saviour, who did 
glorifie thy Mercy by giving Pardot 
and promiſing Paradiſe to the repenting 
Thief; thy Mercies have no limit, and 
thy loving Kindneſs cannot be meaſured 
O hear the Cries and deepeſt Groanings o 
miſerable periſhing Sinners, who canno 
look up with any hope, but only becauſ 
thy glorious Mercy is greater than can di 
underſtood, and by thy own meaſures the 
doeſt good to the Miſerable and Calamit 
ous. Thou didſt add fifteen Years to th 
Days of Hezekiah upon his Prayer; bu 
he was righteous. Thou didſt lift uf 
the Head of Manaſſes from the Dungeon 
and gave Pardon to him when he criec 
mightily; but he was a timely peniten 
O give Mercy to thy Enemies, that fi 
would be reconcil'd to thee ; to the i 
eee that fain would be admitted tc 
Repentance; to milerable and undone 
Perſons, who defire that the infiniteneis 
of thy Mercy ſhould be glorified upon 
thoſe whom nothing can relieye but 1 
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3 infinite as thy ſelf, O give Pardon to 
thy Servants, give. Patience, a Conformity 
to thy Will, and a dereliQtion of their 
own ; let thy Bleſſed Angels ſtand in 
circuit round about and reſcue this miſer- 
able Company. [ Man, Woman, &c. | from 
all the Violence and Fraud of the Spirits 
of Darkneſs, from the Weakneſs of hu- 
mane Nature, from the Curſe and Pow- 
cr of evil Habits, and from eternal Dam- 
nation through the Mercies of God and 
the Grace of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. 165 


J. 


For Priſoners under Oppreſſion, by falſe 
Accuſation, by unjuſt War, for a good 
Conſcience, or unreaſonable Dealings 
of Men, by Vexatious Law-ſuits, and 
wolent, injurious Bargains. 


NJ ALMIGHTY God moſt metci- 
ful, moſt gracious Father, who haſt 
glorified thy eternal Son, and exalted, him 


to be a Covenant for the People, à Light 


of the Gentiles, to open the blind „ _... 
Hes, to bring out the Priſoners go _— 
from the Priſon, and them that ſit in 
Darkneſs out of the Priſon-bouſe : Thou 

-- ſtandeſt 


1 
Pandeſt at the right Hand of the Por 
to ſave his Soul from unrighteous Judges: 
Thou art a Defence for the Oppreſſed, 

and a Refuge in due Time, in the Time 
of Trouble; O look upon thy Seryants 
who ſuffer wrong from the violent and un- 
Juſt Uſages of our Oppreſſors. If it be 
thy Will, ſpecdily reſcue us from our Ca- 
lamity; we fubmit to thy Will and Plez- 
ſure, and adore thy Providence and thy 
Wifdom in every Diſpenſation; but we 
beg of thee, together with the ſuffering, 
give us Patience and a Way ſor us to e- 
ſcape; and ſanctifie both thy Juſtice in 
our ſuffering, and thy Mercy in our De- 
li very. Do thou judge cur Cauſe, O Lord, 
defend our Perſons, give good unto our 
Perſecutors, and not evil, give them a love 
of Juſtice and Repentance, Pardon and 
Holineſs; ſend Peace O Lord, in all our 
| 
| 


Days, and in all our Dwellings ; let there 
be no. leading into Captivity, no com- 
plaining in the Houſe of Bondage; and 
let not our Portion be with Perſecutors, 
but with the poor and the perſecuted, 
with the harmleſs and the Innocent, with 
them that do good, and ſuffer Evil for 
Jelps Chriſt his Sake, our Lord and only 


* 
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GOD of Mercy, extend thy loving 
Kindneſs to all thy Servants who are 
under the fame or. any other great Af- 
fliction: Deliver them. O God, from all 
Evil, from their own Weakneſs: and their 
Enemies Power; bleſs them with thy Pro- 
vidence, Sanctifie them by thy Grace, 
Pardon them by thy Mercy, Defe nd them 
with thy Power, conduct them by thy. 
Spirit, enrich them with thy Wiſdom, and 
bring them to all holy and uſeful Com- 
forts in this World, and to never ceaſing 
Glories in the World to come through Je- 
{us Chriſt our Lord. Amen. RN 


HE Gries of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
and the Love of God, and the Com- 
munication of the holy Spirit of God be 
with us, and with all our relatives, and 
with all the Seryants of God for ever and 
eyer. Amen, | 1 


(70) | 


— 
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The great penitential Litanies; 


To be ſaid according to the Diſcretion of 
him that miniſters - eſpecially in the 
Time of Lent ; and upon ſolemn Fat 


ing Days. 


BLESSED God, Father of Mer- 

” cies, who haſt ſent thy Son to re- 

deem us from Sin and Wrath, have Mer- 

Cy upon us rebellious and periſhing Chil- 
dren, loft and miſerable Sinners. 

O Blefled Saviour Jeſus, who wert the 
Price of loſt Mankind, and gaveſt thy- 
ſelf a Sacrifice for our Sins, have Mercy 
upon us miſerable and loſt, but forrowful 
and returning Sinners, | 

O Bleſſed Spirit of the Father, who 
didſt come into the World to ſanctife and 
to teach, to illuminate and to guide it, 
have Mercy upon as fooliſh and ignorant, 
loſt and miſerable Sinners. 

O moſt Bleſſed and miſterious Trinity, 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
have Mercy upon us  periſhing and miſer- 
able Sinners. 

I. Pardon O God, the Vanities of our 


Childhood, and the Sins of our | Youth, 
dur 


622 
zur backward and dull Ignorance, our for- 
yard aud active Malice, our early Sins and 
low Repentances, our haſtineſs to all Evil, 
nd our unwillingneſs to all good Things 
a atſoever. 


It thou Lord, wilt be extream to mark 
what is done amiſs, O Lord, who may 
wide it. 

2. O God of Mercy, pardon our want 
of Diſcipline, our averſneſs to learn good 
Things, our Deſires of Evil, the firſt in- 
ſnuations of Sin, our moroſe delectation 
in vain Thoughts, our pleaſure in evil 
remembrances, our entertaining little ima- 
ges of Sin, our Love of the Temptation, 
dur Fondneſs after Trifles, our / want of 
Loye, and want of Underſtanding of the 
Things of God. 

Caſt us not away from thy Preſence, 
and take not thy holy Spirit from us. 

3. O God of Mercy, pardon the infinite 
Number of our fooliſh Thoughts and vo- 
luptuous Deſires, our proud Imaginations 
and phantaſtick Pleaſures, our ſecret de- 
liciouſneſs in what thou haſt forbidden, our 
leſires to die, our contempt and negle& 
of Life ; our fooliſh Contrivances and tri- 
ling Purpoſes, our ridiculous Deſigns and 
unreaſonable Intentions. 

Turn thy Face from our Sins, O Lord, 
aud put out all our Miſdeeds. | 
F 4 4.0 
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4. O God of Mercy, pardon the infinite 
Omiſſions of our Duty, cur ſeldom Pray. 
ers, and frequent wandring of our Head 
and Heart, our fooliſh Arts to couſen our 
ſelves, and to cheat our Souls of Duty and 
Reward, our wicked Rejoicings when we 
were forced to omit our Devotions, and 
our liſtleſs manner of attending to them, 
our dulneſs in hearing, our deadneſs in ob- 
ſerving, our excuſes and pretences, our 
wearineſs of Body and tediouſneſs of Spirit, 
our dulneſs and fleepineſs, our ſeldom 
reading and more ſeldom meditating, our 
loſs of many Opportunities of receiving the 
holy Communion, and our making Uſe of 
all Opportunities of Pleaſure and Vanity. 
But there is Mercy with thee, tbere- 
fore ſhalt thou be feared. 
F. O God of Mercy, pardon all the 
Sins of our proud and prejudicate Under- 
ſtandings, our wilful Ignorance and vo- 
luntary Neglect of the Inſtruments of 
Salvation, the Weakneſs and Imperfection 
of our Faith, and our trifling Notices of 
Things, our diſtruſt of thee, and our Con- 
fidence in the Creatures, our ſuperſtitious 
Fancies and fooliſh Opinions, our weak 
Conjectures and eafineſs to believe, our 
Suſpicions and Jealouſſes of thee, and our 
wicked Sentences and evil Reportings con- 
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cerning thy Actions and thy Attributes, 
our relying upon Dreams, and our not re- 
lying upon thy Word, our Love of being 
abuſed in our Perſuaſions, and our believ- 
ing Doctrines for Intereſt and Paſſion, and 
weak Enquiries and confident Opinions, 
our Doubtings and Trepidations in the 
Day of Temptations, and our unreaſona- 
ble Confidences, Boaſtings and Preſump- 
tions, when we are proſperous, eaſy and 
untempted. | 1 27707 

Lord be merciful to our Sins, for they 
are Very many. | 5 
6. O God of Mercy, pardon the Sins of 
our Will; our violent Proſecutions of 
Pleaſure, and our Hatings of Religion, 
our unwillingneſs to pleaſe thee, and our 
fierceneſs of Deſire to pleaſe ourſel ves; 
our unwillingneſs to ſubmit to thy Laws, 
and to the Events of thy Providence, our 
Diſobedience to Revelations, to the Ad- 
vices of the wiſe, and the Diſcourſes of 
the learned, to the Voice of God, and the 
Leſſons of the Spirit, our unreaſonable 
Choice, and malicious Determinations, our 
yieldings to the Whiſpers of the Fleſh. 
and our Obſtinacy againſt the Motions of 
illuminated Reaſon, 

O give ut the Comfort of thy Help 
again, and eſtabliſb us with” thy free 
Sir it. | 7. 
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| 7. O God of Mercy, pardon the inor- 
dination and irregularity of our Affecti- 
ons ; our Anger is. haſty and quick, un- 
reaſonable and immoderate, a perpetual 
Storm and a perpetual Folly, our Deſires 
are paſſionate and great, ſenſual and in- 
temperate, we fear the Fears of Men, and 
our Hopes are of Things that profit not ; 
we love that which deftroys us, and do 
not love that by which we can be wade 
alive; we rejoice in the Ways of Death, 
and our Sorrow is not unto.amendment of 


Life; every fad Accident of the World does 


amaze us, but we are not afflicted when 


we looſe thy Fayour, when we do fool- 
ih Things, and enter into the Portions 
of thy Diſpleaſure. | 

Lord be merciful to us for our Sins 
are very great. | 

8. O God of Mercy, pardon the Hy- 
pocriſy of our Lives, our Deſires to ſeem 
holy, our Neglect of being ſo, our being 
fatisfied with Shadows and out-ſides, with 
an unactive Faith, with the Faith of De- 
vils, and the Hope of Hypocrites, with 
the Comforts of the preſumptuous, and 
the Confidence of the proud: we have 
Teſted in outward Works, and have not 
ſecured the Truth of the Spirit; we con- 
fels our Sins, and ſtill commit them; we 


pray 
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pay againſt them, and yet we love them; 
we call thee Father, and obey thee not; 
we ſay thou art our Lord, and yet we do 
not fear thee 3 we approach thee with our 
Lips, and our Hearts are far from thee 
we bow our Heads and lift up our Hearts 
and Hands againſt thee: we humble our- 
ſelves io Flattery, and mortify our Af- 
ſections with Deceit; -we pretend Reli- 
gion to ſerve our own worldly Ends; 
ſting in Forms of Godlineſs, but deny- 
ing the Power of it. * 

O God be merciful unto us, for our 
State is very mi ſerable. | 

9. O God of Mercy, pardon our Im- 
patience and Immortification, our ſecret 
Murmurs and open Rebellions ; our Temp- 
tings of God, our Provocations of thee 
to Anger, our entring into needleſs Dan- 
gers, the deferring of our Repentance, 
and the hardning of our Faces againſt 
thy Judgments ; our Contempt of thy 
Mercies, and turning thy Grace into wan» 
tonneſs, deſpiſing thy — and 
thy Goodneſs, and truſting boldly where 
thou haſt given us no Ground of Hope 
or Comfort. 

O Bleſſed Jeſu, that takeſt away the 
ons of the Warld, have Mercy upon us. 


10, O 


| 1 -- 
- + 10, O God of Mercy, pardon the in- 
numerable Sins of our Tongue, our yain 
and common Swearings, our bold Affir- 
matives of what we know to be falſe or 
know not to be true, our crafty and en- 
fnaring Talk, our ſecret and injurious 
W hiſpers, our back-biting and DetraRi- 
on, our underyaluing our Brother and ea- 
lily reporting Evil, our bragging and 
vain-glorious Words, our laying. Snares 
for Praiſe, our flattering ſome, and te- 
proaching others, our clamorous Revilings 
and uncharitable Chidings, and in what- 
ſoever we have ſpoken againſt thee, or 
againſt our Brother, nts © 4 
O Lamb of God that takeſt away the 
Sins of the World, have Mercy upon us. 
11. O. God of Mercy, pardon: our A- 
buſes of thy ſacred and: venerable Name, 
our unworthy Uſages of ourſelyes upon 
whom thy Name is called, our profana- 
tion of thy Word, our irreyerent uſing 
the Sacraments, our diſhonouring thy 
' Houſes of Prayer, our curious Inquiries 
into the Secrets of God, and the Secrets 
of Men, our wilful  angring and provo- 
king our Neighbours to curſing and ſwear- 
ing and all intemperate Wrath, our un- 
neceſſary troubling them and * betraying 
them to Folly and Indignation. 0 
BEM 2 


. 
* 
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u- Mercy upon us, and that ſpeeatly. 
or 12. O God of Mercy, pardon our A- 
n- bake of holy Times and holy Offices, our 
us Neglect of aſſembling ourſel ves togethe 
i- our vain Recreations and fooliſh Employ- 
- nents, the prodigality of our precious 
d Time in idle Gaming, and uſeleſs Buſineſs, 
es our being idle Servants or cruel Maſters, 
- falle in our Truſt, or unreaſon-" in our 
Commands, our peeviſn Neglect of the 
Cuſtoms of the Church, and our ſchiſma- 
tical Behaviour in the Congregations of 
the Lord. | | 5 
Help us, O God of our Salvation, and 
for the Glory of thy Name, ſave thy ſitt- 


*» dy 


ful Servants. 

13. O God of Mercy, pardon all our 
Rebellions againſt thee, and againſt thy 
Repreſentatives, our lawful Superiors; our 
Irreverence and Diſobedience, our Mur- 
murs and Repinings againſt them, our 
tude Words and perverſe Diſputings, our 
Neglect of their Perſons and Deſites, our 
Publication ot their Faults, and - rejoicing 


their Poverty. and Condition; our boaſting 
of our Kindred and Extraction, our ſecret 
Curſings or open reviling the Miniſters, of 


and 


| 


! 
O remember not our old Sins, but have | 


in their Infirmities, our being aſhamed: of 


Juſtice, our mocking and ſcorning. d 


J 


j 
| 


— — — 


' 
| 
| 


n 
and aged Perſons, and whatſoever is irre- 
verent, froward, diſobedient, unjuſt or un- 
charitable towards our betters. 

O deliver us, and purge away our Sint 
for thy Name Sake. 

14. O God of Mercy, pardon all our 
cruel Thoughts, and provoking Words, 
and injurious Actions, cleanſe our Hands 
from Violence, and our Hearts from 
Blood-guiltineſs, O God, forgive us our 
uncharitable treating of ourſelves or o- 
thers, our unjuſt Wranglings and peeyiſh 
Quarrels, our taking Things and Words 
in an evil Senſe, and to Purpoſes of Diſ- 
cord and Diſſenſion, our threatning and 
keeping Men in Fears, our not reſcuing, 
or not preſerving thoſe whom we could 
and ought to have preſeryed, our imbit- 
tering the Spirit of our Neighbour, our 
unpeaceable Diſpoſitions, our tempting 
and betraying, our wounding and killing 
our own Souls, and the Souls of our 
Brethren, whom we ought to have ſnatch d 
from the Fire, and according to our Pow- 
ers with- held from the everlaſting Burn- 
ing. - 4 
0 take away our Iniquities from us, 
and remember our Sins no more. 

15. O God of Mercy, pardon our Glut- 
tony and Drunkenneſs, the Diſorders of 


Our 
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our Diet, and the Diſorders of our Paſ- 
fion, our wanton Thoughts and wandring 
Eyes, our impure Deſires, and all our Ac- 
tions of Uncleanneſs, our laſcivious Dreſ- 
ſings and idle Conſumptions of our Time, 
our making Proviſions for the Fleſh to 
fulfil the Luſts of it, the diſhonourings 
of our Body, and the Pollutions of our 
Spirit, our making the Members of Chriſt 
be the Members of an Harlot, and defi- 
ling the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt by 
unpatural Actions and Deſires, not to be 
named, and much leſs to be entertained, 
our Softneſs and Effeminacy, our Senſua- 
lities and Studies of the Fleſh, and all 
the Exceſſes and Irregularities within that 
State which thou haſt bleſſed and ſancti- 
hed: but we are unclean, we are unclean. 
O cleanſe our, Souls from Sin; take 
away our Iniquities, and thou ſhalt find 
none. z 
16. O God of Mercy, pardon our In- 
Juſtices and Rapines, our open Invaſion 
and ſecret Underminings of the Rights of 
others, our greedy Deſires and fierce Pur- 
luances of Money, our Love of Wealth, 
and our haſtineſs to be rich, our Arts of 
unequal bargaining and deceitful Words, 
cur unjuſt Law Suits, and the vexatious 
Proſecutions of juſt or unjuſt, our detain- 


ing 


ing the Wages of the Hireling, and our 


Prices for their Need, our hard and o 
preſſi ve Contracts, our Rigors of Juſtice, 


juſt Purchaſes, our Sacriledge and Simony, 


it, our improvident Conduct of our Eſtates, 
Diminution to the Goods of others, and 


and cleanſe us from our Sin. 


holy Vows made to thee our God; our 


ſuffer, our leading the Blind ont, of his 


ourſelves, our falſe Excuſes and. fained 
Pretences, our cauſleſs affirmings and De- 


„iets 


defalking of his Dues, our preſſing upon 
the Neceſſities of the Poor, and ** 


and varieties of Injuſtice, our want of 
Charity and tenacious retaining our Mo- 
ney, our Reception or Retention of un- 


our entring into the Fields of the Father- 
leſs, wronging the helpleſs Widow, who 
is thy Care; our forwardneſs to run into 
Debt, and our Careleſneſs to come out of 


and our fooliſh Miſpendings, our cauſing 


the avaritious increaſing of our own. 


Waſh us thoroughly from our Iniquity, 


17. O God of Mercy, forgive us our 
breach of Promiſe to Men, and of our 


wilful or careleſs lying, our falſe Accuſt- 
tion or falſe witneſſing, our peryerting 
righteous Judgment by Bribery or fallc 
Information, and cauſing, the innocent to 


Way, our accuſing others; and juſtifying 


nyings, 
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tyings, out Jealouſies and Suſpicions and 
all the Iniquity of ous Hearts and 
Tongues. „ | 

Hide thy Face from our Sins, and blot 
out all our Tranſgreſſious. 

18. O God of Mercy, pardon our Envy 
and our diſcontented Hearts, our Am- 
bitions and Curioſities, our rejoicings in 
the Evil of our Neighbours, and our re- 
pining and diſpleaſure at his Advancement, 
our violent and diſtracting Carefulneſs for 
the Things of this World, our Affright- 
ments in every ſad Accident, and all our 
covetous Thoughts and degenerous and 
unworthy practices. 8 

Lord Jeſu, be merci ful to us miſerable, 
ae wry and Ke, e | 

that our Head were Waters, and our 
Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that we might 
weep Day and Night till thou wert recon- 
ciled to thy People. Thy - Congregation 
san Aſſembly of adulterous and treach- 
erous Men, 

We have bent our Tongues like a Bow 
jor Lies, but we are not valiant for the 
truth upon Earth; we have; proceeded 
irom Evil to Evil, and we have not 
known thee. © „ 64 

Every one deceives his Neighbour, and 
veary-themielyes to commit Iniquity: For 
theſe 
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theſe Things thou haſt viſited us in Anger, 
thou haſt fed us with Wormwodd, and 
given us Water of Gall to drink. Tliou 
haſt ſent the Sword upon us to conſume 
us, and the Spirit of Liviſion to ſcatter 
us abroad. } "dh + oh 
But in thee O Lord, is our Confidence 
and our Glory ; for thou doſt exerciſe loy- 
ing Kindneſs, Judgment and Righteouſneſ 
in the Earth, for in thefe Things thou 
doſt delight. 
O Lord, therefore, correct us, but with 

judgment, not in thine Anger, leaſt thou 
bring us to nothing: we pray not againſt 
Sorrow; but pray thee to multiply our 
penitential Sorrows upon us; that we may 
truly mourn for our Offences againſt thee, 
and may with great Caution take Care we 
may no more offend thee, and redeem the 
Time which we have ſpent in Vanity; 
and imploy the remaining Portion of our 
Days in the Ways of Peace and righteouſ- 
"neſs, of Wiſdom and the Fear of God; 
that when thou ſhalt ſend thy Angels to 
gather the Wheat into thy Granary, we 
may be bound up in the Bundle of Lite, 
and dwell in the Houſe of God for eve; 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


* Queſtions 


(83) 


| = 
9eſtions to be put 'o , Maleſattors after 
Sentence of Death, with Prayers 
ſuitable to their ſeveral Crimes. 
. | 
AR E you ſorry, that 'tis not in your 
Power to make Reſtitution, and will 
you do it as far as it is? 
IT. 


Do you believe that without Holineſs, 
10 Man ſhall ſee the Lord? 


III. 


Do you believe that God will reward 
cvery Man according to his Works? 


IV. 


Do you believe what Chriſt ſay 8, that 
tis not every one that ſays 5 128 
that ſhall enter into the Kingdom G Hea- 
ven, but he only that doth the 
his Father which is in Heaven? 


— — 7 iti... So Bb. , 


— 


5 v. 
Do you believe, that except a Man 
repents, he muſt 5 « 64 6, nne 


„ bat VI 
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2 VI. 

Do you find your Heart changed? Do 
you think you hate Sin, becauſe tis con- 
trary to God's Law, and becauſe he hates 
it? 


VII. 
Do you think you have a true love of 

God? Do you love God as much as you 

hate Sin? . 


VIII. 

Do you think you truly love your 
Neighbour as your ſelf? Are you ready 
to make it appear all poſſible Ways of 
which you are capable ? 


IX. 
Do you bewail the deplorable crooked- 
neſs and Corruption of your Nature ? And 
is your Sorrow and Concern, not for your 
deſerved Puniſhment, but for the many 
Provocations you ha ve offered to ſo mei- 
ciful a Father? 19 


l 
Do you think Chriſt will ſave any 45 
a Prieſt, who do not take him "for their 
Prophet and King as well as Prieſt? 1 


(85) 
: XI. I TY l 
0 Do you believe (practically) all the 
Articles of the Chtiſtian Faith? 


* 
1 „ f mA , 
, £ 3 


XII. 


1 15 

Do you underſtand the Lord's Priyet? 

If we regard Iniquity in our yrs * 
Lord will not hear us. 


XIII. 


Remember that the Croſs bringeth Pain, 
Shame, and Death; the like muſt Sin 
undergo in the Work of Mortification. 


XIV. 
If all be well within, meg can 4 
us from without. | 


XV. 


aga? inſt the old Man, 1s 
ration of the Kew: 3 4 


NXVL 
Think on the four laſt Things Death, 
Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. 


XVII. 


Do you think you ſhould forſake your 
eyil Courſes, and lead a new Life, if you 
G 3 were 


Daily ſtrivin 
a living Demo! of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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were to live longer in the World! ? Why 
as 11 ar _ 


XVIII. | 4 
Declare | that you do from your Heat 
forgive all Perſons, and that you bear not 
the leaſt ill-will to any of your Profecu- 
tors, who were concerned in bringing you 
to juſtice. 


Exhort the By-ſtanders not to delay 
their Repentance as you have done, and 
to take Warning by your Paniſhment. 


XX. 
Are you ſo ſenſible as you ſhould be of 
your Sins of Omiſſion as well as Com- 
miſſion? 


519 0 XXI. 

God will not quench.) "the. f. the 
Flax: but when he ſees the leaſt Spark 
of true EY de will n "an 
cheriſh it, D Kat Took 987 no A 


XXII. 

Behold the Fountain of Chriſt's Blood 
opened for Sin and Uncleanneſs: Call to 
wind the Thorns, the Scourge, the Nails, 
and _e Spear, © f A 
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Prayer applied to the State and Con- 
dition of a Malefactor condemned by 
Law ie die, and drawing near the 
Time of his Execution, 


[/ 0UCHEABS, O thou God of all 
Mercy and Compaſſion, to look with 
Pity upon the moſt deplorable Cafe, and 
the moſt woeful Condition of a poor 
Wretch, ready by the Sword of Juſtice 
to be cut off, as not worthy to live any 
longer amongſt Men, and like alſo with- 
out thy ſpeedy Favour to be ſhut out of 
Heaven, and to have my Part in the 
ſecond Death. Truth, it is, O Lord, 
that all this, though it be grievous, is no 
more than my deſert; and though I am 
djudg'd to this bodily, 1 muſt confeſs 
that it is through thy Mercy and Good- 
nels towards me, that I have been found 
out by the Eye of the Magiſtrate, and 
opt by the Power of Authority from 
going on into further Evil, I beſeech 
thee that my Death may be both a Chaſ- 
tiſement to me, and a Caution to others 
to contain themſel ves within the Liſts of 
Livil Obedience to the Laws of their 
Country, to the Laws of Nature and 

| Religion, 


means or poſſibility to eſcape,  - Feartul to 
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Religion. But concerning my Soul, 
which is now e're long to appear before 


the Tribunal of thy great and dread Ma- 
jeſty, O thou, who art the God and Fa- 
ther ef Heaven and Earth, the mighty 
Creator and Lord of Angels and Men, 
and who haſt the Keys of Death and Hell, 
I moſt humbly and earneſtly pray thee to 
be merciful unto it. I cannot but ac- 
knowledge that if you give me my due 
Recompence and Reward, I muſt needs 
be thruſt into that dreadful Place of in- 
finite eternal Torment, which thou haſt 
ptepared for the wicked: neither do I ſee 
in myſelf, or in any other Creature, any 


me hath been the Face of an earthly 
Judge, the Sentence of Death to be in- 
flicted upon this my mortal Body hath 
made my Heart quake within me; what 
then will become of me, when I ſhall 
be arraign'd before thee, who art no leſß 
terrible than righteous. in thy Judgments! 
at whoſe rebuking the yery Foundations 
of the Earth are diſcovered, and beforc 
whom, no Man living, no, not the moſt 
righteous Perſon can be juſtified. Thou, 
O Lord, knoweſt all mine Iniquities, they 
are all ſealed up, with thee as in a Bag, 
and are all retziſter d in the Book of th) 
Ri | Remembrance. 


6 
2 
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(or) _ 
Remembrance. Although I have many 
times fought (the more to conceal my 
Wickedneſs, and the many crying Sins I 
have committed) to hide myſelf in the 
Darkneſs of the Night, vainly imagining 
that no Eye ſhould diſcover me, yet thou 
haſt ſtill compaſſed my Paths, and been 
acquainted with all my Ways, there hath 
not been a Word in my Mouth, or a 
Thought in my Heart, but thou haſt 
wholly known it. Often have I ſaid in 
the Vanity of my wicked Heart, God 
will not regard me, he hath forgotten, he 
hideth away his Face, and he will never 
lee ! I ſhall never be moved, nor be in 
Danger, my Hill is made ſo ſtrong. Thus 
have I ftrengthened myſelf in my 
Wickedneſs, wretched Creature and vile 
3s I am; thy Word, O God, I had no 
Delight to hear; I hated Knowledge, and 
more eſpecially the Knowledge of thee, 
my merciful God; I won'd take none of 
thy Countel, I have deſpiſed often thy moſt 
gracious Reproofs, I- have hardened my 
Heart againſt thee, and all good Advice, 
L have endeavoured even to ſilence and 
prevent the Checks of my Conſcience 
when that would have given me Warn- 
ing. When my Friends have admonithed 
me, I hated and ſcorned their Reproof, 
and 


(90) 
and have even reviled them for it. Thus 
it became a Pleaſure to me to Sin, 


Wickedneſs was ſweet in my Mouth, I 


encouraged myſelf in it, and fayoured and 
promoted it in others, whom I alſo ſe- 
duced, I would not be perſuaded or pie- 
vailed upon by any Entreaties to forſake 
it, from whence proceeded the Blood- 
guiltineſs with which I was. charged, and 
for which I am juſtly condemned. Juſtly 
therefore, O Lord, haſt thou overtaken 
me, and made me to cat the Fruit of my 
own Ways, bringing me to be a Specta- 
cle to the World, and to die as one-of the 
Fools of the People; yet ;O gracious God,) 
fince there is Mercy with thee, Mercy with 
thee even for me, who am fo great, ſo vile 
a Sinner, as I truſt through the Merits of 
thy only beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt my 
blefled Redeemer, there is, and ſince thou 
art ready to forgive even the greateſt Sins, 
and the moſt hardened and moſt daring 
Sinners, be fayourable I beſeech thee to 
me, thy moſt unworthy Creature. 

M AN ASSES being put in Fetters, 
and bound in Chains as 1 am, prayed un- 
to thee, and humbled himſelf very great- 


ly before thee in his Tribulation and Di- 
ſtreſs and thou heardeſt him. Thou waſt 
intreated of the Woman of Canaan, 


whom 
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whom by Reaſon of her Sins thou didſt 
eſteem to be no better than a Dog, yet 
thou didſt graciouſly afford her 1ome 
Crumbs of thy Mercy, and didſt caule it 
to be unto her as ſhe deſired. The Thief 
at his Execution upon the Croſs, confeſſed 
his Sins of Murder and Sedition, and 
prayed to be remembered in thy King- 
dom, and thou didſt in thine abundant 
Mercy promiſe him an Entrance into Pa- 
ndiſe with thyſelf. O Lord and my 
God, O moſt gracious and merciful Re- 
deemer, O bleſſed Jeſus, O Lamb of God 
that cameſt to make an Attonement for 
din, to die for Sinners, the juſt for the 
unjuſt, and by thy precious Blood- ſhed- 
ding and Death cameſt into the World to 
take away the Sins of it; O Lord, are 
not theſe Things written for my Learn- 
ing, that I, though ſo heinous a Sinner, 
though to vile and unworthy as I am, 
through the Comfort of theſe Examples, 
might ſtill have Hope. Hath thy Word 
ſpoken it in vain, that at what Time ſo- 
erer a Sinner cryeth, or even Sigheth 
unto thee, thou wilt put all his Wicked- 
nels from before thee? Shall I think that 
thou wilt call me, being laden with my 
Sins to come unto thee, and then when 1 
come, wilt not accept me? Y 
MAKE 
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MAKE me I pray thee to ſee the 
Depth and Heinouineſs of my Sin, of all 
my Sins, that now cry ſo loudly to thee 
for Vengeance againſt me, that I may not 
now in this moſt critical Juncture, the 
only Day, the laſt Hour oi the Day, 
which I have now left me to work out 
my Sal vation in, deceive my Soul by leſ- 


ſening either the Weight or Number of 


my Sins. Bring me, O gracious God, to a 
true and undiſſembled Senſe,'Acknowledg- 
ment and Confeſſion of them, great, many 
and crying as they are, even before others, 
even before all thoſe who ſhall be Wit- 
nefles of my Sin and Death, that all they 
who ſee my End, and know the great- 
neſs of my Sin, may have ſome Evidence 
of my Repentance, and may learn by me, 
and the Example of my juſt Puniſhment, 
to beware of the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 
look with the Eye of my Faith upon 
my crucified Saviour, my gracious 

and bleſſed Redeemer, caſting myſelf 
wholly _ him, and deſiring with all 


Earneſtneſs, and with the greateſt Fer- 


vency of my Spirit, by him, and through 
the Merits of his Paſſion and Death, to 
be hidden from thy Wrath: Nail my Sins 
O God, to his Croſs, hide me in We Gloſs 
0 
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of thoſe Wounds which were made in his 
moſt precious Body, I hope and truſt 
with humble Confidence for my Sake, 
thongh ſo great a Sinner. Poſſeſs my 
Soul with a Sorrow and Repentance as 
earneſt, true and ſincere, as my Sins have 
been great and heinous. Endne me with 
luch Sorrow and Repentance as may be 
acceptable in thy Sight, and then, O 
heavenly Father, look down with Pity 
and Compaſſion upon thy ſorrowful and 
penitent, though ſinſul Creature. Give 
me ſome Taſte of thy Love, and ſome 
inward and ſecret Pledge and Aſſurance of 
thy being reconciled to me for Chrift's 
dake. 

STRENGTHEN me againft the Fear 
of Death, that although I have every 
Way juſt Cauſe to tremble at it, being 
both the Deſert of my foul Offence to 
Men, and the Wages of my Sin againft 
thee, yet having tome Aſſurance in my 
Soul, that the Sting of Death is taken 
away, I may embrace and entertain it, 48 
an Evil appointed for my Miſery, and as 
a Means to bring me unto Happineſs. 
Thus, O Lord, with fulneſs of Defire, 
out of the Bottom of this Miſery and 
Shame which I have fallen into by the 
greatneſs of my Sin, I beg of thee to de- 


liver 
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liver me from Blood-guiltineſs ; let not 
that innocent, Blood which was ſhed, 
though not immediately by my Hand, 
yet by my Aſſiſtance, and in a great Men- 
ſure by my Encouragement, or at leaſt 
Countcnance, cry louder for Vengeance 
than my ſorrow ful Soul and penitent 
Heart does for Pardon and Forgiveneßß, 
that flies to thee for Mercy through the 
Merits of my Saviour, and being ſhroud- 
ed under the Shadow of thy Grace, I 
may have Leave to commend myſelf, my 
Soul and my Body into thy Hands, pray- 
ing thee yet once and again not to caſt him 
off who hath no Hope but only in thee, 
and that alone, in, to and by Jeſus Chriſt, 
my only Lord, and my moſt bleſſed Re- 
deemer. Amen. Amen. Even ſo come 
Lord Jeſus. Into thy Hands I commend 
my Spirit, for thou haſt redeemed me, 
O Lord, thou God of Truth. Receive 
me, O gracious God, as thou haſt pro- 
miſed by thy well beloved Son Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 


Prayers 
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Prayers by William Talbot, Lord Biſbop 
of Oxford, for hi cage under Seu- 
tence of Death, when they deny the 
Fatt. 


GOD the Son, Redeemer of the 

World, have Mercy on theſe miſcra- 
ble Sinners, and by thy Crots and Paſſion, 
[ by thy precious Death and Burial, by 
thy glorious Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, 
from the Crafts and Aſſaults of the De- 
| vil, from hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt 
of thy Word, from thy Wrath, and from 
everlaſting Damnation, Good Lord deli- 
ver them. Shut not up thy loving Kind- 
| nels in Diſpleaſure, withdraw not thy 
| Grace utterly from them, give them not 
| ap to final Impenitence; but O merci · 
fally enlighten their Minds, ſoften their 
Hearts, tubdue their Wills, and awaken 
their Conſciences. Thou, O God, haſt 
aſſured us that he that hideth his Sin ſhall 
not proſper; ſuffer not any vain Hopes 
or Fears, any worldly Conſiderations to 
hinder them from giving Glory to thee, 
by a free and open Acknowledgment of 
their Guilt, but make them willing to 
take Shame to themſelves here, that they 


may 


| Poſe and enable them fo to emptoy that 


. acknowledging thy Juftice, in conſtant 


qualify them for the Application of that 


(9) 
may avoid eternal Confuſion hereafter. O 
thou Lover of Souls, who diedſt to fave 
Sinners, who ſavedſt the penitent Thief 
upon the Croſs, pity theſe poor Souls who 
have but a little Time to ſtay here, diſ- 


Time in confeſſing their deep dy d or bei- 
nous Sins, in forrowing for them after a 
godly manner, in deteſting them and them- 
ſelves for having committed them, in ſub- 
mitting to thy righteous Providence, in 


and fervent Applications to thy Mercy 
for Pardon and Renovation, that thou 
mayſt hear and have Mercy, and work 
that bleſſed Change in them, which vill 


Blood that cleanſes from all Sins. O give 
them ſuch a Repentance as thou wilt ac- 
cept of, that though they are appointed 
to ſuffer a ſnameful temporal Death, they 
may not be delivered into the bitter Pains 
of eternal Death; that though their Sins 
be as Scarlet and Crimſon, very great and 
ſcandalous, they may be forgiven, and 
White as Snow and Wool, and the Stains 
thereof waſhed away oy the precious 
Blood of Chriſt, that Fountain which 
thou haſt opened for Sin and Uncleannebs, 
that ſo their Souls may be rr by 
—— | 
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thy Mercy, through thy alone Merits, O 
bleſſed Jeſus, who liveſt and reigneſt with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, ever one 
God, World without End. Amen. | 


—____#P. 


”. 


Another by the ſame Hand. | 


0 BLESSED Saviour, who waſt taken 
from Priſon and from Judgment, let 
the forrowful Sighing of theſe Priſoners 
come before thee; and according to the 
greatneſs of thy Power, preſerve Thou 
them that are appointed to die; and by 
thy Paſſion and Death, by thy Reſurrec- 
tion and Aſcenſion, in all Time of their 
Tribulation, at the Hour of Death, and. 
in the Day of Judgment, good Lord de- 
lyer them. 


DELIVER them from all their Sins, 
irom that of Blood-guiltineſs eſpecially, 


that their Tongues may ſing of thy 


Righteouſneſs. To which end, give them 
lach a Senſe of their dreadful Guilt, ſuch 
deep Sorrow and Contrition for it, as may 
make them abhor themſelves in Duſt and 
Aſhes before thee. Enlighten their Minds, 
boten their Hearts, and awaken their 
Conſciences, that being weary and heavy- 
laden with the Burden of their Sins, and 


H apply- 
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applying themſel ves to Thee with Fear 
and Trembling, Humility and Sorrow, 
Faith and unfeigned Repentance, they 
may in thy due Time find reft to their 
1 | 

THEIR Sins are very heinous, and of 
a deep Dye; that Wrath and fiery Ven- 
geance of thine, which are juſtly due to 
them for them, are inexpreſſible and in- 
tolerable; for who can dwell with ever 
laſting Burnings, in outer Darkneſs, where, 
the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not 
quenched. But gracious God, Thou haſt 
opened a Fountain for Sin and Unclean- 
neſs, in which whoſoever are waſhed, 
though their Sins are as Scarlet, they 
thall be as white as Snow and Wool. 

THE Blood of Chriſt cleanſes from 
all Sins, and that Blood was ſhed for all 
true Penitents: O Qualify theſe Sinners 
for the Application of it, by beſtowing 
upon them a Repentance unto Life, never 
to be repented of. Mortify their At- 
fections to all Things here below: take 
off their Thoughts from this periſhing 
World, and fix them entirely on that 
which is to come, and will have no End: 
Diſpoſe them to beſtow. the Time which 
thou mercifully affordeſt them here, in 
impartially examining their paſt —_ iy 
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freely and fully confeſſing their Sins, in 
ſorrowing for them after a godly Sort, in 
unfeignedly expreſſing the greateſt De- 


teſtation of them, in conſtant and un- 


wearied Applications to the Throne of 
Grace, for Mercy and Forgiveneſs, and 
Grace to help in Time of Need, that fo 
thou mayeſt come into them with thy 
gracious and powerful Aſſiſtance, and 
work in them that bleſſed Change of 
their inner Man, that Converſion and 
Renovation of their Minds to which thou 
haſt promiſed Remiſſion of Sins. 

SANCTIF O God their temporal 
Chaſtiſements to the eternal good of their 
Souls; make them ſo to humble them- 
ſelyes under thy mighty Hand, meekly 
accepting their Puniſhment, taking Shame 
to themſel ves, giving Glory to Thee, and 
complying with the Ends of thy Correc- 
tions, that thy bringing them to Shame 
and Puniſhment for their Sins here, may 
proye a gracious Method of thy Provi- 
dence to fave their Souls from everlaſting 
Confuſion and Damngtion hereafter, and 
that theſe light Afflictions which are but 
for a Moment, may work for them a-far 
more exceeding and eternal Weight of 


Glory, 
Ha ALI. 
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ALL which we humbly beg for hi 
Sake, who has redeemed, Ds 
in his Blood, who was dead and is aliye, 
and lives for eyermore, and has the Keys 
of Death and of Hell, Jeſus Chriſt the 
Righteous, in whoſe Name we further 


call upon thee, ſaying, 


Our Father which art in Heaven, &c, 


ML 
» 
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A Prayer compoſed by the Biſhop of 
Oxford, for Mr. Palmer and Mr. 
Symonds, to uſe by themſelves. 


G REAT and glorious God, look 
down in Pity and Compaſſion upon 
the vileſt of Sinners, who have proyoked 
Thee by a long Courſe of Wickednels, 
and Impenitence, to ſuffer us to fall into 
thoſe heinous Sins, for which we are juſtiy 
ſentenced to temporal Death, and deſerve 
do ſuffer that which is eternal. 

WE acknowledge the Righteouſneſs 
and Equity of thy Threats, that whoſoever 
ſheddeth Man's Blood, by Man ſhall his 
Blood be ſhed: That the Wicked and 
Blood-thirſty ſhall not live out half their 
Days: That Murderers ſhall have their 

Portion in the Lake that burns with e 


ASS 
and Brimſtone for ever. We acknow- 
ledge the Juſtice of thy Providence in diſ- 
coyering thoſe unnatural and barbarous 
Crimes, which we committed ſecretly in 
the Night, and in bringing us to open 
Shame and Puniſhment for them here. 

WE acknowledge and adore thy Good - 
neſs and Tenderneſs in allowing us ſome 
Time to repent of them, and apply our 
ſelves to Thee for Pardon, that we may 
not be eternally damned for them here- 
after, O help us to employ this Time, 
to the beſt Purpoſes, that we may not by 
our Abuſe of it, aggravate our. Guilt and 


Condemnation. | 
WH AT ſhall we fay unto Thee, O 
Thou preſerver of Men? Shame covereth 
our Faces, we bluſh to lift up our Eyes 
towards Heayen, whereby the Cry of our 
Sins is come up before Thee, even the 
Voice of innocent Blood cries for thy 
Vengeance upon us ; but O gracious Lord, 
hear not the Cry of our Sins, but hear 
the Cry of the Blood of thy Son Jeſus, 
which ſpeaks better Things than that of 
Abels: Nothing but that Blood can ex- 
plate or cleanſe us from our Iniquities; 
O waſh our polluted Souls in that Foun. 
tan, which thou haſt opened for Sin and 
U acleanneſs; give us a deep Humiliation 
H 3 and 
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and Contrition, that godly Sorrow for our 
Sins, which may work Repentance unto 
Life, never to be repented of. try 
THOU only knoweſt the Hearts of 
Men, and thou alone can'ft change them ; 
O change theſe ſtony Hearts of ours, and 
give us Hearts of Fleſh; ſuch broken and 
contrite Hearts as thou wilt not deſpiſe, 
Let thy Terrors awaken us, before the 
Flames of Hell ſhall too late do it; 
humble us ſo under thy mighty Hand, 
that thou may'ſt in thy due Time lift us 
up. We have nothing to plead before 
thee but thine own tender Mercies, and 
the infinite Merits of our Sayiour, who 
died to fave Sinners. We, O Lord, are 
the chiefeſt of Sinners, but he is a mighty 
Saviour, able to fave to the uttermoſt; 
O let the Benefits of his Death be ex- 
tended to us. Spare us O God moſt holy, 
O Lord moſt mighty, O moſt gracious and 
merciful Father, and though thou art 
pleaſed to give us up to temporal Death, 
yet never deliver us into the bitter Pains 
of eternal Death and Damnation; but 
work in us by thy Grace and Spirit that 
bleſſed Change of Mind, that Renovation 
of our whole inner Man, that our Sins 
may be done away by thy Merey, and our 
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Pardon ſealed in Heaven befote we 60 
hence and be no more teen. 
HEAR us, O moſt merciful Father, 
pardon and anſwer us, and do abundantly 
more for us, than we are able to ask or 
think, for the Sake of that Son of thy 
Love, the bleſſed Jeſus, in whoſe moſt 
holy Name and , Words we further call 
upon thee, ſay ing. | 


Our Father, * 


1 


Prayers at the Gallows by 40 erent 
Hands. Here 


ALMIGHTY God, Father of 
Mercies and God of all Comfort, 
I flee unto Thee for Succour in this my 
great Extremity, moſt humbly beſecct- 
ing Thee to fupport and ſtrengthen me in 
this laſt Conflict of my Life. Deliver me 
from the Snares and Temptations ef the 
wicked One; Suftain my Agonies with 
the peaceful Comforts of 4 quiet and 
good Conſcience, and a perfect Recon 
ciation with Thee my God. Lord, 48 
thou bringeſt me nearer to thyſelf, fo let 
my Love and my Deſires of Thee be 
ſeronger; and Oh! that it ma v pleaſe 
thee 


(14) 
thee in thine abundant Mercy to' afford 
me ſome ſweet foretaſt of future Bliſs, 
that I may triumph even in Death itſelf 
But if in this, I know not what I ask, 
yet at leaſt ſuffer not my Faith to be 
ſhaken, nor thy loving Kindneſs to fail. 
And however thou dealeſt with this cor- 
ruptible Body, let my Soul, I implore 
thee, be precious in thy Sight. Waſh it 
in the Blood of the immaculate Lamb of 
God, that all its pollution being purged 
and done away, it may be preſented pure 
and without Spot before thee, and be re- 
ceived into thy everlaſting Kingdom, 
through the Merits and Mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt, thy only Son our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. r 
+ T believe bleſſed Jeſus, that thou ſhalt 
come to be my Judge. I therefore pray 
thee, help thy Servant, whom thou haſt 
redeemed with thy precious Blood. The 
Snares of Death compaſs me round about, 
and its pains get hold upon me. Haſte 
thee, O God to deliver me, make haſte 
O Lord to help me. Thy Kingdom come 
O God, thy Will be done, in Earth as it 
is in Heayen, Lord Jeſus receive my 
Spirit, come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 


"og 1 Anotber. 
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Another. 8 


MOS T gracious God and merciful 
Father, permit the Soul in Anjgaith, 

the troubled Spirit to cry unto thee: 
Hear, O Lord, and have Mercy, for thou 
art merciful : Thou endureſt for ever, but 
this Man is now going to ſuffer Death for 
his Crimes, and maſt be for ever miſera- 
ble, unleſs thou haſt Pity on him. We 
know, O Lord, that thou art the moſt 
righteous Judge of the World, and that 
to thee it belongeth to take Vengeance: 
and we muſt clear thy Juſtice and con- 
ffs, that all thy Judgments are juſt: but 
O Lord, we beſeech thee in Judgment 
remember Mercy, and though his Sins 
have juſtly provoked thee to bring this 
Evil upon him, yet O conſider his Weak- 
neſs, and do not abhor his Soul, nor caſt 
him utterly away in thy Diſpleaſure. 
Let the Fierceneſs of thy Anger expire 
in this temporal Puniſhment, and fave 
him from eternal Torments. Let the 
Merits of thy dear and only begotten Son 
interpoſe between this wretched finful 
Soul, and thy Indignation, Hear the 
Cry of his precious Blood, which ſpeak- 
eth 


\ ( 106 ) 
eth better Things than that of Abel. O 
de hold him bleeding, ſuffering and dying 
upon the Croſs; hear his Interceſſion now 
in Heaven for Sinners, and by his Death 
and Paſſion ſave and deliver this great 
Sinner from thy Wrath, and from eyer- 
laſting Damnation. Renew in him moſt 
loving Father, whatſoever hath been de- 
cayed by the Fraud and Malice of the 
Devil, or by his own carnal Will and 
Frailneſs. Make him a clean Heart, and 
renew a right Spirit within him. Conſi- 
der his Contiition, accept his penitential 
Sorrows, and enable him, we beſeech thee, 
now meekly to receive the Puniſhment 
the Law inflicts on him, as a Reward of 
his Deeds; which ſhameful Puniſhment 
he hath brought upon himſelf, his own 
Iniquities having procured him this un- 
timely Death: O let his true Repentance 
through our dear Lord and Saviour's Me- 
rits, ſecure the Forgiveneſs of his Sins, 
and bring him to everlaſting Life. Per- 
fect that which concerneth him, make 
bim utterly to hate and abhor his Sins, 
and to be duly affected with the Diſho- 
nour he hath thereby done to thee, more 
than with the Shaine and Puniſhment he 
hath thereby brought upon himſelf, that 
his Contrition and Repentanee being truly 


for 
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for his Sins againſt thee, he may through 
the Merits of our Redeemer, obtain thy 
moſt gracious Pardon of the fame. Lord 
look with Compaſſion on thy diſtreſſed 
Creature, who is now drawing near the 
Gates of Death, and which is infinitely 
more terrible, the Bar of Judgment. His 
own Heart condemns him of great and 
manifold Sins, but thou art infinitely 
greater than his Heart, and knoweſt all 
Things. His Repentance we have Rea- 
ſon to fear will not abide the Trial ; and, 
O God, we know thou art not mocked, 
nor wilt accept of any Thing that is not 
ſincere, When he conſiders this, how 
muſt his Fleſh needs tremble, -and his 
Heart be wounded within him? Bat, Q 
Lord, one Deep calleth upon another, the 
Depth of his Miſery upon the Depth of 
thy Mercy. O thou, who willeſt not 
that any ſhould periſh but that all ſnould 
come to Repentance, bring him we hum - 
bly beſeech thee, though thus late to a 
true and hearty Repentance, ſuch as thou 
wilt accept, who trieſt the Heart, and 
knoweſt what is in Man, and how he 
would have liv'd had he had longer Time 
in this World. O let thy Almighty and 
holy Spirit work in him now whatſoever 
thou ſeeſt wanting to fit him for thy 

Mercy 


0 
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Mercy and Acceptation. O that he may 
preſent thee with that Sacrifice of a bro- 
ken and contrite Heart, which thou haſt 
promiſed not to deſpiſe, that by this he 


may become capable of that Atonement 


which thy dear Son hath made for all 
truly repenting Sinners, by the Oblation 
of himſelf. He is the Propitiation for our 
Sins, O heal this dying Sinner by his 
Stripes, and let the Cry of his Blood 
drown the Clamour of this poor Man's 
Sins: he is a Child of Wrath, but Chriſt 
Jeſus is the Son of thy Love: for his 
Sake ſpare this thy Creature, O Lord, 
whom he hath redeemed with his moſt 
precious Blood, and be not angry with 
him for ever. In his Wounds, O Lord, 
let him take Sanctuary; O let not thy 


Vengeance purſue him to this City of 


Refuge; but by his Agony and bloody 
Sweat, by his Croſs and Paſſion, by all 
that he did and ſuffered for Sinners, Good 


Lord deliver him. Deliver him we be- 


ſeech thee from Blood-euiltineſs, from 
the Wages of his Sins, — thy Wrath, 
and from everlaſting Damnation. Deliver 
him in this Time of his Tribulation, in 
this Hour of Death, and in the Day of 


Judgment. Hear him, O Lord, hear us, 
for him, and do not now repay his _ 


* > 
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Deafneſs to thy Calls, by refuſing to an- 

ſwer him in this Time of his greateſt 

Need. Lord, there is but one Step be- 

tween him and Death, O convert him and 

{cal his Pardon before he go hence. Thy 

loving Kindneſs is better than Life itſelf ; 

O let him have that in exchange, that 
then he may comfortably lay down this 

mortal Life, Deal with him, O Lord, 
according to thy Name, for ſweet is thy 
Mercy. Take away the Sting of Death, 
the Guilt of his Sins, that then, though 
he walk through the Valley of the Sha- 
dow of Death, he may fear no Evil. 
Now the Sword of Vengeance is un- 
ſheathed, and come to the Stroke, O do 
thou ſtand by him and relieve him, Now 
the Juſtice of Man lays his Blood upon 
his own Head, let thy Mercy, O bleſſed 
Jeſus, lay thy Blood thereon too, to ex- 
piate his Guilt, let that purge him from 
all his Sins, that although he dies ſtain- 
ed therewith here, he may appear guilt- 
leſs before the Tribunal of our heavenly 
Father. Sweet Jeſus, who once didft 
die upon the Tree of the Croſs, fave him 
who muſt now die for his own Sins; ſave 
him, O Lord, a great and wretched Sin- 
ner, but we hope a truly, contrite and pe- 
nitent one. In thy Merits permit him 
to 
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to truſt, into thy merciful Hands receive 
his Spirit; as thou O Lamb of God art 
the Saviour of all truly penitent Sinners, 
ſo vouchſafe we beſecch thee to grant 
Truth to his Repentance, and ſave him 
a miſcrable Sinner, and reſcue his trem- 
bling and departing Soul from eternal 
Miſery. As he profeſſeth to forgive all 
his Enemies ſreely and from his Heart; ſo 


do thou in the abundant Riches of thy 


Mercy forgive him. Accept of ſuch a 
Recompence as he is able to make to 
thoſe who have ſuffered by him, and by 
thy good Providence make up the Wrongs 
which he has done to any, and which 
now he is no longer able to repair. Give 
him Strength, O almighty and moſt mer- 
ciful Lord, under his laſt Agonies; help 
him to bear all patiently, and to reſign 
himſelf wholly to thy Mercy. Lord 
fave him, who flies unto thee for Safcty; 
fave him a wretched Sinner, O Jeſus, 
thou Saviour of Sinners; he hath been a 
loſt Sinner, but thou cameſt to ſeek and 
to ſave that which was loſt} and thou 
haſt ordered Repentance and Remiſſion 


of Sins to be preached in thy Name to 


all Sinners, Lord it is true, his Sins have 
been of a deep Dye, great and preſump- 


tuous, and haye juſtly. deſeryed thy 
Wrath 


6 

Wrath and heavy Indignation ; brit O 
merciful Father, deal not with him after 
his Sins; reward him not according to his 
Iniquities ; but beſtow on him ſuch a 
broken and penitent Heart, that by the 
powerful Operation of thy Grace, he be- 
ing born again and become a new Crea 
ture, may be acceptable in thy Sight, 
through the alone Merits and Satis fadtion 
of thy dear Son. O make him meckly 
and thankfully to bear his preſent Pains : 
chaſten him as thou pleaſeſt here, that he 
may not be condemned with the World. 
Lord, let the Example of his Fall be a 
Warning to others, that the Prevention 
of their Crimes may make ſome Repara- 
tion for the grie vous Scandal he hath gi- 
ven by his. And though he taſte thy 
Juſtice in his ignominious Death, yet, O 
gracious Father, let him find the Sweet- 
nels of thy Mercy after it, for the Sake 
of our deareſt Saviour and Redeemer Je- 
tus Chriſt the Righteous, who has re- 
deemed and waſhed us in his Blood, who 
was dead and is alive, and lives for ever- 
more, and has the Keys of Hell and Death, 
to whom with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, three Perſons and one eternal God 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour 
and Glory now and for eyer. _— x 

ur 


( 112 ) | 
Our Father which art in Heaven, 


8 i 
2 Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


— TA a — 


2 


Some proper Conſi, derations juſt before 
they are turned off, or in Pri — 


L 


CN SIDER the grie vous Scandal you 


have given by your Crimes, enticing 
others to ſin, 


II. 


Conſider your Baptiſmal Vow, and your 
ſhameful Breach of it. 


HI. 
Conſider the four laſt Things, to which 


add Eternity. 


IV. 

Conſider the grie vous Sins of Gaming, 
Lying, Stealing, Sabbath- breaking, Quar- 
relling, Sc. your Sins of Omiſſion as well 
as Commiſſion. 25 


Thank God that he has put 2 1 to 
your evil Courſes. VI. 


— 


188: ) 
Conſider the great Crime of Idleneſs, 
ane of the Sins of Auen mY of _ 
cous Tim. 


DIG „oe 


- 


| VI. 


Conſider what Chriſt has ſuffered for 
our Sins, that nothing. was found able to 
atiefy God's Wrath, againſt them, but 
the Blood of 1 only — 1 Chriſt. 


073 YO T2 

„Mil. 0 n 0 bm i 
Conſider Sin as the Breach of God's 
koly Law, committed againſt his wonderful 
Goodneſs, Mercy, and _— which 
ſhould have led you to R — Vour 


logratitude to God the we K. 
ad the Holy n en 


IX. 


Your Sorrow muſt be for Sin, en, 
and for . uy 


Bewail your natural inbred Corry 
% well as actual Sins and Tranſgre 


XI. 


2 © 


e 


Chriſt came to reſtore us to the divine 
Image that we loft in Alam. 


10 Ad 12 
XII. 


ſual Objects. 


f 174 N. 


The great Deſign of the Goſpel is to 
ſanctify our Natures to ſpiritualize our 
Souls, and raiſe our Affections above ſen- 


TW a 


; n: 65 
. . Confeſs that your juſt deſerts have 
brought you to this Puniſhment, and fo 
give Glory to God at your Death. Make 
a full and open Confeſſion of your Guilt; 
take Shame to yourſelf; proſtrate your- 
ſelf before God in the humbleſt Acknow- 
ledgment of your Vileneſs, with the moſt 
earneſt Petitions for his Pardon ; give your- 
ſel ves no reſt, but ſpend your ſhort Time 
here in Tears and Prayers, and abhor your- 


ſelf in Duſt and Aſhes, if haply the 


Wickedneſs of your Hearts may be for- 
given you, The firſt and neceſſary Step 
towards your Repentance, is a free 

full Confeſſion of your Guilt. If you do 
not confeſs and repent, I can only fe- 
commend you to the uncovenanted Mei- 


XIV. 
Conſider the, ſhortneſs and 2 
of this preſent Life, the Vanity and 
n ans ſatisfactorineß 


„ 


= 
atisfactorineſs of all the Comforts of it; 
and of how ſmall Value they are in Com- 
riton of the fulneis of Joy, the unmixed 
leaſures and everlaſting Glories of the 
Life to comm. 


Conſider the Nature, Guilt, and puniſh» 
ment of Sin in general. Think of thoſe 
Sins in particular, of which you have 
been convicted, and the dreadfulneſs of 
the Puniſhment, which God has threat- 
ned againſt them. I muſt awaken you, 
firſt with the Terrors of the Lord, and 
then open to you the Mercies of the Goſ- 
pel, where Pardon is offered through the 
Merits of Chrift, to the greateſt of Sin» 
ners upon their Repentances — 


XVL 


Conſider that your betaking yourſelf to 
evil, unjuſt and violent Courts for a live- 
lhood, argues, that you have no Faith 
in God, and His Providence. Matthew. vi. 
and that you have never learned St. Paul's 
Leſſon z in whatſoever State you was, 
therewith to be content. 


3 XVI . ; 
Conſider how miſerably we are fallen, 
ind degenerate from the original Right- 


I 2 coulneſs 


eh in whig — at firſt 
cf ts len What ay r n 


XVII. 


"You muſt pray with the P het % 
remiah, Turn Thas me, and "oy ber Je be 


tarned - 160 21 and 115 toy heated. 
For it is God, faith the "Apoſtle, who 
warketh in us Yr, to will, 150 to do of 


his good Pleaſure, oh. 

85 FA OL XIS. 

When you have prayed, take Heed you 
1135 feſiſt, or withſtand the Grace 


od, that vou do not N his Word 

As it is faid, To Day if ye 
will hear his Voice, harden not Ju 
Hearts. 


XX. | 
© Copfiter after what Manner v we muſt 
teſtify and manifeſt our. e The 
Prophet Fog! tells us, e wuſt turn unt 
the. Lord with all our Heart, with 2 


4 4 and weeping and . 


XXI. 
Conſider that the Blood of Chriſt will 
be bal no. Fan to Wh a n ets 


146 117 


who with a contrite, afflicted, penitent, 


6, bambley' and ee Heart embrace it. 


XXII SUR 


The 2224 $ Eracious merciful, flow 
&- WM to Anger, — indneſs, pk "the 


6 Prophet. Let © this chebulnge bs 0 re- 

| pent. 

I '4 wr 

of — — 
Heads of Sutjefts to be trruted on. 
Cod. His N ature, Attrivites) Rela- 

tions to us, G. 
Firſt Covenant. 


eſus Chriſt, Who? What he 40 
if 47 425 Offices. The Hs oft, 
Trinity. T 
Second Covenant. 1 POS: 
Faith,” tis N ature.” Herd ec. Ne- 
eeſſity and Re wald. r 
 Ropemt auce. What, Its Berl er 
_ Baptifmdl Votv. Breaches fit. 
The Lord's Suppe. Deſizn, Wale 
* — Duty to God; out NUN; and 
Ourſelves. Death: "Thi Ruſuttdion! Judg- 
ment. Immortxity. Hayn bre J 
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4. Office for Pri ners for C RIM MES; 
\ By Jonun KErrrrWIII, B. D. 
late Presbyter of the Church of Eng- 
land. 


» F * , . * 
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Grips for Priſencrs for Crimes 


— — a 


Pſal. 51. Pal. 25. v. y, to v. 20, 
Ezek. 18. v. 10, 985 1. v. * 
to the End. Chap. 2. v. 8. 
110 


7 HET that plow Ini, uity, nd ſou 
. ee reap the ſame, Job, iy 8 
His own Iniquities ſball tale the 
Wicked himſelf, and he ſball be holden 
with the Cords of his Sins, Prov. v. 22. 
Bloody, and dec eitful Men foal} not 
love out Half their Days. 
| My Heat is ſore pained within me, 


| ond the Terrors 7 Death are fallen upen 


Fearfulucſi 


Fearfulneſs i ES, bl are come 
won me, and ted N.. — 
me, Plal. Iv. 4, g 

What Glory? > 755 gp When ye be buf- 
feted for your Faults, von ſball take it 
patiently ? 1 Pet. ii. 20, 

My Son, give, I pray thee, Glory to 
the | ord God of Iſrael, and make Con- 
feſion unto him; and tell me now what 
haſt done. 

And Achan re, -Foſbua, 
ſaid, Indeed I have ſinned "aranſt the 
Lord God of Iſrael, and rhe. 1 thus 
have 1 done, Joſh. vii. 19, 20. 

Me indeed ſuſfer juſtly, for we recehtte 
the due Reward of our Deeds, Luke 
xxiii. 41. 


ad 


II. 


F vols, becauſe iy their Tranſereſſon, 
and becay iſe 0 "their 1 - are af- 
fied. * 

Then they y ors wad the Lord i in their 
Trouble, and he delivereth them out of 
their Diſtreſſes, Pal. cvii. 17, 19. 

Oh let the ſorrowful ſighing of the Pri- 
ſoner come before thee, according to the 
Greatne _—_— of thy Power, preſerve thou 
_ that are 1 fe” «> die, Pial. 


Ixxix, 11. EP 
The 


252 FE WO. Fa 


ven di 77 8 6 

20 THE RR of, "the: riſme 

Fa et e ig are appointed ra Leah 
cii. 20, 20. 4 . J 1 Lawn 


OY J 755 of \ vi 
n 8 


d . 
r aur Heart c 5 g not Gal; 
greater than our eart, and known, wll 
Rents; 1 Joh. iii. 20% ex), 5 
The Lach is 10 ot ae Yor. nigh 
an, but Jorge 44 42 Jiſabe dient, 
a the ungo dly a 1 For un- 
yy and. Hrup hane, r Maurderert of 
Fathers, and M 2 0 Mot hen, for 
an-[14)ers. In! 
For Whoremongers, for them * de- 
file themſelves with! Mankind, for Men- 
re or Liais, far 9705 £erfons, 
And if there r any erben I. bing, that 45 
dae 70 lend e 1 Tim. i 5 
JO i hand $514 een e ann ü . 
W ;thout are. ' Sorcerars,".i aud N lom- 
mongers, and Murderars, and 4 lla, 
and whoſoever loveth ai 


ae e 


Lie, Rev. Xxüü. 15. 4 NS 
Know ye, not, tha be, 
foal not inherit the: — om. af God? 


N either Fornicat ors, nor Aduherers 


7, tm, 7-6 


{ 4-27 )) 
zur Abuſers hemſelves with. Mankind, 
nor fies 2 Bi, i hall e 


the X — of God. 


of 775 _ hg are 
and by tte Spirit f fl "God, 1. 
Liberty to the Captioes, an ihe opening 


but; ue are fan} 
oy din the Name o 5 655 
H 10, 1 
The Lord hath. ſent me to . 
the Priſon t * Bs are Hogue, 
10 1 


2 1 who whole e no nord, 0 
the Fg! /ictan, Pk 1 157 came £ 
to call he e a to 4 


pentance, ar. 11. 4 5 ad 
5 the 77 led ref Tag Pledge, xi vi 
again [Bar be had — led, walk in Ia. 
Statutes of Lite without fompittieg I 
dry, be Ul, ſure Iy. Jive, 1 1 not 


ell I 


2 
1 0 

Lord, 7 7 . MJ Bak half 

give to 0 gor. 

757 


Tad a, the 
f. my. _ Goods 1 
7745 have taken 

falſe 2 12 


Daf. old, 


fk 


110 more Wor- 


thy 1 41 22 hy Jon, Lake xv. * 


abe, 7 1 a 125 
and y 4 225 25 ag nf 4 


Go 


— 
— — 


= — — —_— — . — — — 
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"Got be merciful ant 1 4 Sinner, 
Luke —_—_—- | 


ſy 10 a ®, . , 
Ie 


44 7" "RTP * J Trin W 


P R AYE R 8 Jer 2 for Crimes, 


\%k WAA WY 


L 4 general Prayer for \all Priſoners 
talen out of the CORR For the 
Perſecuted, Tage 13. * 

ko is ww 

O ALMIGHTY and civliltins God, 

2 thou ſeeſt the Streights and Sorrows 

which I endure ch ace, and how 

unable I am to b myſelf, or to brin 
about my own Deliverance." But the le 

Hope and Support I have in myſelf, the 

more 1 look up unto thee, and place my 

Truſt in thy Mercy. And When m 

own Care can avail the leaft, let thine, ( 

thon bleſſed Helper of the Helpleſs, ap- 
pear the moſt for me. 

_ GIVE me a Body „O m. God, fit to 

bear the Incobre be of © this cloſe 

Place, and Grace to be "Content. there- 

with; whilſt I lie up here, let me not 


want neceſſary Proviſions, nor repine at 
the Meanneſs thereof. Suit the Lownefß 
of my Deſires, to the "Hardſhip of my 


Circumſtances, and let the No ay 


(123) 
my Study and Care be (to do Fuſtice] - 
and ſhew Temperance and Self-denials, not 
to pleaſe myſelf, or to gratif my own car- 
nal Eaſe and Appetites./ 

WHILST. I am here kept apart from 
my former Acquaintance, grant, O Lord, 
that I may carefully . retire into myſelf, 
and call my own Ways to Remembrance. 
And, Oh! that I may amend whatſoever 
is amiſs there, and ſet all ſo ſtreight with 
thee, that I may delight to look into my 
own Heart, and to ſeareh owt my own 
Spirit. Lord, now thou haſt left me no- 
thing elſe to do, make me apply myſelf 
to the one Thing neceſſary To grow in 
holy Reverence and Devotion of Soirit, 
in the Study of dealing juſtly and fairly 
with all, who are any Way concerned 
with me; in Humility and mortified Af- 
fections, in Patience and Contentedneſs; 
Oh! plant and fill my Soul with all hea- 
venly Virtues, and make bright all the 
cloudy and dark Parts thereof, with the 
Rays of thy divine Image; And then, O 
my God, I ſhall ſee ſomething of thee, 
a oft as I look into myſelf, and learn to 
be pleaſed with my own Company, tho' 
others are kept from me. 


E To indemnify and content my Credit — 
for Debt. 5 ö 


* _ 
7 - A 
— d2—üUä—ũ w w — — — — 
— — 2 _ b. 4 — — — 
—— — — —— m — — — — 


other Comforts, grant; O Father of Mer- 
cies, that both here and ever thereafter, I 


( 124 )) 
AND. in whatſoever, Want I am of 


may have the Comfort ef thy Preſence. 
When all elſe are taken from me, db not 
thou foriake me. Though 1 dwell in 2 
diſconſolate Room, let thy Spirit dwell 
with me. Let thy * at all Times di- 
rect me, and let * Senſe of thy Love 
comfort me. And after thou haſt graci- 
ouſly improved this melancholy Reſtraint, 
to wean me from vain and varnal Delights, 
to ſer my Soul fret; in thy good Time, 
O my Rofone and Strength deliver me 
out of this Priſon, and ſet my Body too 
at Liberty, for my dear Lord N 
ne ei s Sake. en, it 


Ib 


(395), 


— 7 —— —— 


Aud for the more — Necefttin 
als, tbey may uſe 
4% Prager alu. 


"_—_ 


A particular Prayer for Pri ſaars for 
Crimes. 


L. Far Deliverance from his Sins ard 
orrauis. 


() BLESSED Lord, who art the Cams 
forter of all {ad and Sin-fick Souls, 
comfort me, I humbl ly intreat 2 1 
this Height of my Fears and Sora 

But * convert me, and then —— — 
me. I am oyer-laden with Sins, which 
overload me with Sorrows. And do thou, 
O God, rid me of my Sas Gat I ma me 
get rid of my Sorrows. . Nay, .x 

my Sins, tho for my juſt — 

this World, thou leaveſt me under 
Sorrows. W hatcyer befal my Body, for 
jutt Puniſhment of my grie vqus Crime, or 
Crimes, for which | am here in Cuſtody; 
let true Repentange ſet my Soul fafe, Z 
ſecure it of thy everlaſting Merey, far 
the Merits of thy dear Yon, and of m 


ſweeteſt Saviqur Jeſus (chat. Amen. vey 


* 


1 
| 16 
126 
- , 


Our Father, &c. 


II. The Priſoners Confeſſion of Gol 
Juſtite in his ſad Circumſtances.” 


AM come into this Priſon, O moſt 
holy and righteous Lord, laden with 
Sins and Sorrows ; and am here ſhut up 
for the Curſe and Shame of an untimel 
End, which my heinous - Wickedneſſes 
have moſt juſtly deſerved. I am terribly 
afraid of my earthly Judge, and of that 
heavy Sentence which my Crimes make 
me juſtly liable to receive from him. But 
infinitely more afraid of that far more 
heavy and eternal Doom, which I am 
liable to receive for the ſame at thy 
righteous Bar. | 

NOW Fear and Trembling have ſeiz- 
ed upon me, and an horrible Dread hath 
overwhelmed me, Pialm lv. 5. Without, 
is the Proſpect of Death and Diſgrace; 
and within, is Guilt and Anguiſh. My 
Spirit is broken within me, Pſal. xxxvIli. 
8, 10. and I am even at my Wits end, 
and my Heart faileth me, Pal. xl. i. 
And though my Burden is intolerable, 
et, O Almighty Lord, I cannot fay, 

t it is infinitely juſt. *Tis a moſt res- 
ſonable, and righteous Return, for my 


daring 


(127) 
daring Provocations of thy Juſtice: And 
much more, for my vile Abuſes of thy 
Mercy and Patience. I muſt needs c- 
quit and juſtify thee; and have none to 
accuſe but my own ſelf, for all my preſent 
Fears and Miſery. | : 
I am taten, O juſt Lord, in mine 0ws 
Naughtineſs, Prov. xi. 6. and am only 
left to lie down in that Bed of Guilt and 
Sorrow, which I have been long a making 
for myſelf. All my Life I have been 
Sowing Wickedneſs, Job iv. $. and am 
now brought to reap the Fruit thereol. 
I have drunk up Iniquity like Water, Job 
xv. 16. and tho', to my mad and diſtem- 
pered Fancy, it ſeemed to yield a flight 
and ſhort Pleaſure, while it ſlid along 
the Palate; yet now I find it leaves an 
immoveable Bitterneſs, and is nothing 
but Gall and Wormwood, when it is got 
into the Belly. I have drunk it up with 
Greedineſs, and filled up the Meaſure of 
my Sins, till 1 perceive now, alas! that 
there is like to be no meaſure of my Suf- 
ferings, and I am in Danger to be ſwal- 
lowed up, and utterly to ſink under the 
Number and Weight of them. 
' THUS, O thou righteous Avenger of 
all ungodly and incorrigible Wretches, 
has thy Juſtice at 14ſt oyertaken 2 


And althengh thy 


( 128 ) 
Vengeanee'is oftstimes 
flow ; yet. to my Grief and thy Glory, 
I find tis fare, and when it cames, inſup- 
portable. I can in no wile heat my Load, 
though I have not the leaſt Exception 
againit the Reaſonableneſs and Juſtice.of 
it. Only my Hope is in thy Macy 
which thou art wont to remember even 
when thou takeſt upon thee: to ſhew 
Judgment. And as thou art che Avenger 
of Sinners; ſo remember, gracious Lord, 
that thou art alſo the Saviour of them 
Oh! ſave me, the chiefeft, and moſt wret- 


ched of Sinners: And ſhew Favour unto 


me, not according to my Deſerts, but ace 
carding to thine own boundleſs Mercicy, 
for our deareſt Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chritt's Sake. Amen, L 9 


UL His Profeſſion ” Repentance un- 


| 


ſinned grievouſly, and have continued 


irreclaimable in the fame for many Yea. 


But now, by the Alarm of mine on 
Pangers, and by the Help of thy Grace, 


I am made ſenſible of mine Iniquities, and 
am made truly ſorry for my Sins, I fad) 
en all the wieked W 
K im 


— 


— 


HAVE fined, O Almighty Lord, and 


ww was \yYc> nl Hows , = 
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Time and 1 all my long and 
heinous Courſe of Ungodlites, and Abuſe 
of thy Patience, which has proyoked thee 
to give me up to this great Sin, for which 
I am now moſt deſervedly made a Priſo- 
net; and may be called to anſwer ſhortly 
with my Blood, . 

[ am touched to the Quick, and ſorely 
afflicted, O righteous God, with the 
Trouble and Sorrow, which this Crime 
has brought upon myſelf. But more with 
the Offence, which it has given thee; and 
the greateſt Care I have upon me, is to 
have thee forgive me. Lord, I do from 
the Bottom of my Heart, repent of all my 
Sins, but eſpecially of this great 
one. I am grieyouſly troubled * Here you 
for what is paſt, and\ am fully —_— 
bent againſt falling any more into | 
it for the Time to come, and am 
to take Shame to myſelf for the ſame. 
I am vile in mine own Eyes, and am con- 
tent to be ſo in the Eyes of other Perſons. 
Lam truly willing to make any Submiſſi- 
ons, where I have given juſt Offence, and, 
3 far as I am able, to repair the Wrong 
which I have done thereby. And Oh! 
that thou wouldeſt eyer keep me moſt 
ready to do this fully and faithfully ; and 
then dire& me to do it prudently, and in 

K ſuch 


— ——_— — — —  — ——  —— —.. 


ſuch Sort, as may not be more prejudicial 
than needs to my worldly Safety, - 
THOUGH thou lookeſt upon ne, 
therefore, O Almighty Lord, as a Sinner, 
yea, as one of the greateſt of Sinnen; 
yet, for Chriſt's Sake, look upon me as a 
penitent Sinner. And tho' my Sins ate 


great, my deareſt Saviour ſhed his Blood 


for the greateſt Sins; and through the 
Merits of that Blood, true Repentance is 
accepted by thee, O merciful God, from 
the greateſt Sinners. O! for his Sake 
ſpare thy ſinful, but repenting Creature; 
and tho' Juſtice be exacted of me for my 
Crimes here, yet admit me to ſome com- 


fortable and well-grounded Hopes of thy 


Mercy for the ſame hereafter, through 
the Merits of my deareſt Saviour and Re- 


deemer, Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


Our Father, &c. 


IV. Prayers for learning Righteouſneſs, 


and Improvement of remaining Me- 
ments I Life. A 


TEM Rod, O bleſſed Father, which 
is lifted up in Juſtice to puniſh our! 


Iniquities, is uſed alſo by thy . 


* 


(137) 
care them. O let this my . moſt deſeryied 
Affliction teach me Wiſdom. Make my 
e. Goal my School, wherein I may learn 
ö 1 
Righteouſneſs; and let my Chains be 
s: Wl Preachers of Repentance. Now I feel the 
: WI Sinart and Puniſhment thereof, give me 
ue Grace to be fully ſenſible of the Wretch- 
a cdneis and Folly of an ungodly and miſ- 
he WY ſpent Life. Let me loath the Sin, as well 
is WI a5 the Sorrow; and be duly affected with 
mM the Injury and Diſhonour which I have 
re thereby one to thee, as. well as with the 
; WH Danger and Diſtreſs which I have there- 
y WI by brought upon myſelf; that my Con- 
- WH trition being truly for my Sins againſt theo; 
may be duly qualified for thy moſt gra- 
h 
» 


cious Pardon of the ſame, through the 
Merits of my bleſſed Lord and Saviqur 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. | 07-104 


Th ti3.62-- 

AN D help me, O gracious God, care- 

2 fully to improve all my remaining 
. Moments, and to employ all the Time 
which I have now to live, in-minding the 

true Work and Buſineſs. of Life. Habitu- 

ate my Heart to thy Fear, to Humility 

5 and Patience, Temperance and Self- Genials, 
WW Faſting and Prayers. Teach me to prize 
and ſet a great Value upon- all Helps and 


K 2 Oppor- 


62 >: » 

Opportunities of Inſtruction and Improye- 
ments in the Way of Godlineſs ; To be 
deſirous above all Things of thy Grace, 
and of the Company of good People, 


whoſe Diſcourſe and Carriage may affect 
my Heart therewith ; and of their Pray- 
ers, ſince I am moſt unworthy, through 
the Multitude of my heinous Offences, to 
pray unto thee for my ſelf, or to preſent 
unto thee any Petitions from my polluted 
Lips. 
LET not my corrupt Luſts, O God, 
run at Liberty, whilſt my Body is under 
Guards and Cuſtody. And let me by no 
means reſort to the Company of deſpe- 
rate Sinners, to keep off Remorſe for my 
on Guilts; nor ſeek to drown the 
Agonies of my Mind in Exceſs of Wine, 
nor to divert them by yain Converſation. 
But what Space thou ſhalt graciouſly 
ſpare me. O that I may carefully em- 
ploy, and lay out with utmoſt Diligence, 
to make my Peace with thee, and to pre- 
pare for Eternity. . 
LORD, help me to true Repentance, 
that with all my Heart I may return un- 
+ thee. Do thou help me, now I call unto 
| thee: Help me, O God of Mercy, for 
none elſe can help me. Help thou me, 
or I ſhall die eternally. Make my Re- 
Gf net rh, pentance 
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tance true and acceptable in thy Sight, 


that if I die, I may depart in thy Peace; 


or if, by thy Grace, I be ſpared to liye 
on ſtill longer, I may return from all my 
former Errors to a Life of Holineſs, and 
deyote all the Remainder of my Days to 
thy Glory through our Lord and Sayiour 
Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 2 


Our Father, &e. 


V. Prayers for Acceptance of Regentance, 
though late, and for the Sincerity and 
Integrity thereof. = | 


\ 


| . 

TH ESE good Thoughts of mine, O 

moſt merciful God, I know are late 
Purpoſes, in one drawing towards the End 
of his Days: And Purpoſes of one af- 
fghted with the near A h of Death; 
who, whilſt he was at Eaſe and Liberty, 
was wont moſt wretchedly to light thy 
Calls, and to abuſe thy Grace. 

BUT, O Father, me, tho' I re- 
turn late into thy Service, and have tar- 
ried till it is the laſt Hour of the Day. 

att. xx. 9. Accept me, though it is 
the Rod that has given Repentance, and 

K 3 Affliction 


(Ca39) _ 
AfiQon that las made me wiſe. Be gra- 
douſly pleaſed, O good Lord, with any 
Thing, and at any Time, that ſhall bring 
me back to thy ſelf. And deſpiſe not my 
Repentance, although it is the Repentance 


* " 


of a Malefactor in Agonies ; more than 
thou didft deſpiſe that of the Penitent 
Thief —_ the Croſs. Luke xxiii; 42. 43. 
But make me find, that true Repentance 
is welcome to thee at all Times, and that 
in this World it is never too late to grow 
wiſe, nor will ever be in vain to return 
with our whole Heart to thy Seryice, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


II. 


N D, O mercifdl God, by the Power 
of thy Grace, make my Repentanee 
true, and my Return entire, that it may 
be acceptable in thy Sight through the 
Blood of my deareſt Lord. What good 
| Purpoſes I have begun, through Feat of 
{ this World, carry me on to perfe&, by 
the Conſiderations of the next World; 
Improve my Horror cf Pain, into an 
| Hatred of Sin; and my Sorrow for the 
| Dangers, which I have brought upon my- 
elf, into a godly Senſe of the Diſfionour 
which I have done to thee. O cut me 
| not off from my Sins, till thou haſt _ 


Canngh. © 
me of them, and finiſhed the Work of 
Grace upon my poor Soul. That I may 
have all my Puniſhment in. this Life, but 
Peace with thee, and Reſt after Death, 
in the Joys of Paradiſe for my dear Sa vi- 
our's Sake, who died to fave Sinners ; yea, 
to fave ſuch capital Offenders as I am, and 
as ſuffer d with him, when he hung up 
on the Croſs between two Thieves. Amen. 


Our Father, &c. 


VI. For Reſpite, and longer Time in this 
World; and againſt the Day of Trial. 


L 

ORD, if it be thy good Pleaſure, 
ſpare me a little longer, and let me 
elcape that untimely End, which my 
Crimes have deſerved. I would fain live 
on ſome Time, to make Proof of my 
good Purpoſes; and having abuſed 

much Time to contract evil Habits, I 
ſhould be moſt glad and thankful to haye 
a little more, to wear them off again. 
Though I have many worldly Reaſons 
for this Reſpite ;. yet, O great and right- 
eous Judge, I deſire it not ſo much upon 
any other Account, as of Redeeming my 
former Years of Vice, and of growing 
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more perfect in thy Service, and of being 

better fitted than, alas! J am at preſent, 
to appear before thy Judgment Seat. 
Hear me, O Lord, for thy Mercies, and 
thy dear Son and my only Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt's Sake. Amen. 


| IL e 
THOU God of Patience and Long- 
Sufferance, ſhew thy accuſtomed For- 
bearance unto thy wretched Seryant. Save 
me from that Pit of Deſtructiont, which 
T haye digged for myſelf; and from the 
Sentence of Death, which I am horribly 
afraid to hear from the Mouth of m 
earthly Judge. s x8 ' 8 
BUT let this Deliverance be brought 
about, O my God, only by the wiſe Or- 
dering of thy good Providence; not by 
any Pathol of mine, or other unlawful 
Arts. I fear Death, O righteous God, 
but that which makes me moſt afraid of 
it is, becauſe I have ſinned. And I delue 
to fear ſinning, more than dying. 
O therefore, gracious Father, ſuffer me 
not to yield to any new Wickedneſs, tho 
it be to ſave my Life. Make me diligent, 
in all innocent Ways and Means, for m 
Preſervation, and direct me to the wiſelt 
But let me reſort to none that is ill, 77 
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fay or do any Thing for my own Defence 
at my Trial here, which will riſe up a- 
gainſt me, and be Matter of Accuſation, 
when I come to be tried again at thy 
dreadful Bar. And the leſs Care I may 
ſeem capable hereby to take of myſelf, 


the more do thou care for me, O God. 


And when my Cauſe comes to be heard, 
ſo order Things by thy Mercy, that there 
may not be a full Evidence produced a- 
gainſt me; and that neither the Judge, 
nor Jury, may be diſpoſed to ftretch 
Things to my Prejudice; that ſo thy 
Servant may eſca „„ 

BUT if in thy Juſtice thou haſt de- 


termined to cut me off untimely for this 


Offence ; thy bleſſed and moſt righteous 
Will be done. - But then, gracious Lord, 
perfect my Repentance before I go hence, 
and for the Voice and Merits of thy dear 
Son's moſt precious Blood, pardon my 
Sins. I am more concerned for thy Fa- 
your, than how to come off here. I am 
content to ſuffer what thou pleaſeſt in 
this World; fo thou wilt let me go off 
in thy Peace, and admit me among the 
meaneſt of thy Servants in the World to 
come, for our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake. 
Amen. * nnn 
Our Father, &c. 


— 
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EJACULATIONS. 


For the Priſoner for Crimes at bis 
Trial. 


ORD, hear the Cry of the Priſoners, 
and deliver thou thoſe who are ap- 
pointed unto Death. Amen. 
HEAR the Cry of my Wants for 
Mercy, not of my Sins for Tuſtice. Amen. 
HELP me, O Lord, for I have none 
but thee to look unto : My Defence lies 
not in my own Innocence, but only in 
thy mere Mercy and tender Providence. 
Amen. 


Ejaculations after 5 Trial, if Art 
ted. 


ORD, thou redeemeſt me from the 
Grave, and this Acquittal of me, 1 

as Life from the Dead. Bleſſed, yea, for 
ever bleſſed be thy moſt endearing Mercy. 
Amen. 
IL ORD, the Life which here thou 
haſt given me, I do moſt humbly and a 
tirely giyc back, and Grange © to the 
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accept me, and let me have nothing more 

to do with Sin and Vanity. Amen. 
O let me nevet forget this ineſtimable 

Mercy, nor fail to make the beſt Uſe of 

this Remainder of Life, which, out of 

thine abundant Goodneſs, thou haſt now 


lent me. Amen. 
F Condemned. 


L D, I meekly receive this Sentence, 
as my juſt Puniſhment: I have the 
due Reward of my Deeds. > ad 
BUT as my Sin brings this untimely 
and ſhameful Death; O let my true Re- 
pentance, through my dear Lord and Sa- 
viour's Merits, ſecure the Forgiveneſs of 
my Sins, and bring me to eyerlaſting Life, 
Amen. | "1 


VII. Prayers after Sentence of Condem- 
nation, or any Time before Execution, 
and at Execution, only making the 
Changes as they are marked thus *. 


| © 
O) ALMIGHTY, and moſt righteous 

Judge, to thee it belongeth to take 
Vengeance, and to me to ſuffer it. I muſt 
clear thy Juſtice, and confeſs I have my 
Deſerts, 


(140 ) 
Deſerts, and have none bat myſelf to 
blame for this heayy * Sentence. [“ At 
Execution, inſtead of Sentence, ſay, and 
| ſhameful Death.] 

BUT now, O Lord, when the Sword 

of Vengeance is unſheathed, and is come 
to the Stroke, do thou ſtand by me, and 
comfort me. Deal not with me, as I 
have done with thee; but tho' I have 
baſely and wretchedly forſaken thee all 
my Life, yet leave me not, I. humbly 
intreat thee, in þ my laſt Hour. Add 
this, at Execution. 
WHEN [g now for when, at Exe- 
cut ion] the Juſtice of Man lays my Blood 
upon my own Head, let thy Mercy, O 
bleſſed Jeſu, lay thy Blood upon it too, 
to expiate the Guilt of mine. Let that 
purge me from all my Sins, that altho T 
die ſtained therewith here, I may appear 
without Spot before the Tribunal of my 
heayenly Father, Amen. e 


Es | Wan ee 

WEET Jeſu, thou diſdainedſt not to 
8 caſt an Eye upon the penitent Thief 
on the Croſs, Luke xxiii. 43. O deſpiſe 
not me, || when I [|| who am now to, 
for when I, at Execution, ] ſuffer in like 
Caſe as he did; and I hope truly * 
coo + | 
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me of my Sins, and fix all my Hopes in 
thee under my Diſtreſs, as he did in his. 
Thou once hungeſt upon a Tree thyſelf, for 
the Sins of others; O by the Blood of 
thy Croſs, ſave me, who * ſtand juſtly 
condemned [* at Execution ſay, am now] 
to ſuffer the ſame for mine own Sins. 
Save me, O Lord, a great and wretched, 
but a penitent contrite Sinner. In thy 
Merits do I truſt, into thy merciful Hands 
do I commend my Spirit, Luke xxiii. 46, 
I believe, that thou, O Lamb of God, 
art the Saviour of Sinners, 1 Tim. i. 15. 
O fave me, who am chief among Sinners, 
and reſcue my trembling and departing 
Soul from eternal Miſery. I freely, and 
from my Heart, forgive all mine Ene- 
mies ; O do thou, in the abundant Riches 
of thy Mercy forgive me. Accept . of 
ſuch Recompence as I am able to make 
to thoſe, who haye ſuffer'd by me, and 
make up the Wrongs which I have done 
to any, and which now I am no longer 
able to repair. Supply all that to them, 
and their Families, by thy Mercy, which 
they have loſt by my Wickedneſs, that 
they may neither be tempted nor bur- 
den'd by. the Loſs, nor I tormented by 
the Puniſhment accruing thereby. 


GIVE 


1 


: . 
GIVE me Strength, O Almighty and 
moſt merciſul Lord, under * my laſt A- 


gonies. [* Add theſe, at Execution]. 
Help me to bear all patiently, and to te- 
ſign myſelf wholly to thy Mercy. Let 


the Example of my Fall be a Warning 


to others, that the Prevention of their 


Crimes may make ſome Reparation for 
the grieyous Scandal, which 1 have given 
by mine. And tho' I taſte thy Juſtice 
in my ignominious Death, yet, O graci- 
ons Father, let me find the Sweetneſs of 
thy Mercy after it, for my deareſt Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt's Sake. Amen. 


III. 


Lr. ſave me, for I flee unto thee 


for Satety. Save me, or elſe I periſh 
eycrlaſtingly. Save me a wretched Sin- 
ner, O Jeſu, thou Saviour of Sinners, I 
have been a loſt Sinner, but thou cameſt 


to ſeek and ſave that which was loſt, 
| Luke xix. 10. And after all my woeful 


and wretched Courſe of 'Sins, my own 
moft deſerved Afflictions, and thy moſt 
undeſeryed Grace, I hope have brought 
me now at laſt to true Repentance ; and 


thou haſt ordered Repentance and hy 
ſion of Sins, Luke xxiv. 47, to 


Preach'd to all Sinners: O ſave me, a pe- 
F nitent 
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penitent Sinner, and, as thou didſt with 
the Thief upon the Croſs, Luke xxiii. 43. 
receive and comfort me in this my laſt 
Hour. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 


Ejaculations for him at the Time of 
Erecution. 


JNTO thy Hands, O Lord, I commend 
my Spirit. Amen. 

I return thee a Spirit, alas! loaded 
with Sins: But waſh'd, I humbly hope, 
with the Tears and Sorrows of true Re- 
pentance. 

LORD, graciouſly accept my Repen- 
tance, and pardon my Sins, for the Me- 
rits of that moſt precious Blood, which 
was ſhed to waſh away the Sins of all 
truly and penitent Sinners. Amen. 


VIII. A Thankſgiving for Deliverance 
out of Priſon, whither they had been 
Juſily committed for capital Crimes. 


I. 77 
O ALMIGHTY Lord, who art the 
— blefſed Author of all Life and Hap- 
pineſs, with a moſt thankful Heart I 
humbly adore and praiſe thy Mercy, 
which 


ſuffer me to forget t 
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which hath now lent me my Life anew, 
and reſcued me out of the Jaws of Death. 
My Sins had ſet a Snare for my own Lite, 
and I had digged a Pit for mine own Soul. 
Yea, my ungodly Ways had moſt heinouſ- 
ly injured thee, at the fame Time they 


threatn'd to deſtroy myſelf: And yet, 


neither my own Madneſs in ſeeking Mi- 
ſery, nor the Reſentment of the grieyous 
Wrongs thereby done to thee, could put 
by thy Love, O Father of Mercies, and 
God of all Comforts, from ſhewing Mer- 
cy unto me. I called out to thee, and 
was holpen ; I put my Truſt in thee, and 
was not confounded. IT ſought thee ear- 
neſtly, and thou waſt found of me. The 
Snare is broken, and I am delivered. 
The Pit is coyer'd, and to the Glory of 
thy free Mercy, and tender Care of me, 


I have happily eſcaped : For which all 


Praiſe and Thanks be ever aſcribed to 
thee, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


II. 
ND, Lord, keep the Memory of this 
ſurpaſſing Mercy always freſh upon 
my Spirit, and let me ever be prailing 
thee for the ſame with joyful Lips. Never 
he Vows which 1 
made in my Diſtreſs ; but let my me 
* | 5 


e 
Life be one acceptable Sacrifice to thee 
my Reedemer, and make all my Actions 
to ſhew forth thy Praiſe, When I was 
in Trouble, O bleſſed Lord, it was not 
ſo much out of the Love of Liſe, as out 
of the Love of Innocence, that I deſire 
to be reſpited. O Grant me Grace now 
to employ my Liſe, as I then deſigned to 
do, and to make good now, what I did 
then pretend. Fix me unalterable- in all 
the Ways of Godlineſs, which I have 
begun, Preſerve me from repeating any 
of my former Wickedneſſes, eſpecially 
this great one, which was ſo like th 
bring down Vengeance on my Head for 
all the reſt. „ 
THOUGH I am cleared thereof be- 
fore Men, yet I know, O righteous. Lord, 
that I ſhall ever ſtand guilty, of it, before 
thee, unleſs I ſhew true, Amendment of 
the ſame, and make Reſtitution for all 
Wrongs done to any thereby, in the beſt 
Sort | can. O keep me ever ready to do 
that fully, whatever it coſt me; and 
carefully to ſlip no Opportunities of doing 
the ſame. And make me fo watchful to 
ſpend all the Remainder of my Days, in 
all holy and thankful, Obedience, that I 
may not only have the Parnoſes and Pro- 
miles of Repentance, which, alas! was a 


great 
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reat Part of wat F had to ſhew befor 
ut the Proofs thereof to produce, tad 
to comfort my Heart, withal, on any new 
Alarm: And then, O gracious God, when 
| thou ſhalt bring me to fear Death a ic- 
cond. Time, thy bleſſed Will be done, 
and by thy, Grace I ſhall be able, and in 
Condition to bid it welcome through the 
Merits of my bleſſtd Lord and 83. 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. 1 


2 III. 


O NC E more bleſſed, yea, for evet 
dleſſed be thy great and glorious 
Name, O Almighty Father, for bringing 
me into this Diſtreſs, as well as for bring- 
ing me out of it. I reverence thy Juſtice, 
for bringing it upon me: But at the ſame 
Time, I moſt thankfully own thy Mercy, 
which, when all other Ways failed, would 
order this to reduce me to thyſelf, and to 
make me break off my wicked Courſes. 
AND ever deal with me, O bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, in this manner. Diſ- 
treſs my Body, when thou ſeeſt that 1s 
neceſſary to ſave my Soul. My Fleſh 5 
very defirous of Eaſe; but my Heart, O 
my God, through the Help ot thy * 


* 
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is more deſirous of Innocence: And what- 
ever elſe Lam given op to feel; let me not 
lic harder d and paſt Feetiig in my Sits. 
Spare not the Rod of Diſcipline towards 
me, when thou ſeeſt there is need thereof 
to make me wiſe; and let me paſs, tho 
it be through preſent Miſery, if that a- 
lone can keep me in the Way to thine e- 
ternal Mercy. Which grant, O Almighty, 
and moſt gracioùs Lord, that I may here 
comfortably hope for, and at laſt enjoy, 
for our bleffed Saviour and Redeemer Je- 
ſus Chriſt's Sake. Amen. _— 


- 


Our Father, &s. 
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A StrMon Preach'd at Iſleworth, in the 
County of Mzadleſex, on Sunday, Fe- 
bruary 10, 1722. Occaſioned by the 
Rape: and Murder committed on the 
Body of Ann Briſtow, January 22, 
on Smallbury - Green, in that Pariſh, 
By Richard Coleire, M. A. Vicar of 

 Jfeworth, and of Kingſton upon 

7 _- wk dt apo nga 


Jupcts XIX. zo. 


And it was ſo, that all that ſaw it ſaid, 
there was no ſuch Deed done nor ſeen, 

from the Day that the Children of 
Iſrael came up out of the Land of 
Egypt, unto this Day. Conſider of 
zt,, take Advice, and ſpeak your 
Minds. 


S there is a Degeneracy from the 

Principles of Religion and Huma- 
nity in the Perpetration of Crimes which 
are horridly wicked; ſo not to be ſtruck 
with Horror and Deteſtation of ſuch mon- 
ſtrous Crimes, is a Sort of acceſſory Guilt 
in thoſe who did not commit _— 


from their guilt, by the 'Expiation 
their puniſhment. a: 16 lein 


E 

FOR (putting it out of the Suppo- 
ſition that Sins of ſuch a Nature lay the 
Place under a/ Curſe where they are com- 
mitted, till it is clean&'d: by the Blood of 
the Offenders). to be wanting in a due in- 
dignat ion at ſuch abominable-Wickednels, 
is a Sign that we have neither a Zeal of 
God, nor for the public Good; and both 
Religion and Humanity ſuffer in ſuch a 
criminal Indifference. 7 82-945 

B U T the Suppoſition muſt by no 
means be laid aſide that the Land is de- 
fil'd, till Sins of a crying Guilt are purſu- 
ed, and fully revenged. God hath wrote 
it down in ſuch capital Edicts, that they 
muſt be purſued; that there ſhall be no 
Sanctuary, no Protection for ſuch enorm- 


ous Criminals 3" that there ſhall be no 
dafety, no attonement for the innocent, 


but by bringing the Guilty to Juſtiet; 


that falfe Compaſſion to ſuch contagious 
Monſters of Men; is real cruelty 
ſelves; and we become Partakers of theiy 
Sins in the worſt of Senfes, by ſuffering 


to our 


the Divine Inquiſition to hang over our 
Heads, unleſs we are careful and earneſt, 
as much as in us lies, to cleariſe dur ſelves 
Jof 
fl 
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SUCH is that De Sf Blood 
which pow lies upon us, in the moſt 
lewd and beaſtly Murder that ſarely we 
ever committed: A murder committed by 
Sons privy yu among — Which tefletis 
upon the Education, the Diſcipline, the 
Authority of the Place we liye in: For 
Sons of Belial, if we reſpe& the Ety- 
mology or Compoſition of the Word, are 
Wretches who haye no Knowledge of 
God, or Senſe of Religion: Wretches, 
who are under no reſtraint, but boundleds 
in their Iniquitzes: And what Difſhonour 
muſt it caſt upon chriſtian Parentage, 
chriſtian Inſtitution, and indeed the chri- 
tian Name, that ſuch Wretches ſhould 
grow up under no manner of chriſtian Re- 
ſtraint, to involve us in the guilt of Crunes, 
| horrible to chriſtian Senſe, and palluting 
U to chriſtian Hars! - IA Mg T0 
| BUI we have this te comfort out- 
| ſelves with, under aur preſent local De- 
filement, that, as the divine Wiſdom 
| hath preſcrib'd a Method for us, how vc 
N may cleanſe ourſelves fram this Blond]; ſo 
| ve have: teſtified our actual Innocence, 
by our Deteſtation of the - unparulled 
Crime 5 and - purfugd the audacious Cri- 
minals, that their Guilt might pat reſt 
, th 
upon us. AND 
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AND as there is no precedent in the 
Scriptures which — reſembles the 
late Barbarity comrhitted among us, as 
that which is recorded for us it the Chap- 
ter of my Text, ſo it is ht. that the ſame 
— and Leal J animate us, as 
did the lites in the Gale. \ 

FOR it was ſo, t bat gu hat faw g 
— there was u ſuch Thing) dave na- 
rom the Day that.'tha Ghildren. of 
Tiras came up out of the Land f A 
unto this Day: \Confider of tis _ 
Advice ; un ſpeak Jour Minds. - | 

IN — to theſe Words I well, 
I. Conſider tho Fad af my Pert, auf 

the exemplary; Abherenee which the 
Iſrarlites expteſb d againſt it, as both 
may ſerve to heightbn; the late 
Crime cointhitted ancag as, and cut 
x 1 at — — Pg 
| e large revenge w 4 
of that deteſted Murder, 28 necei- 
ſary to ſtte themſelves from the 
guilt in which they had _ other- 
wife, involv'd; - 

III. The Uſes we oughs- to, make. of 
the whole Parallel  Gaſe, and how 
we may proba er me like 
future Wick ei. 4 


( 152 ) 
1. Then let us conſider! the- pid of 
my Text, and the exemplary; Ab- 
* .  horrence which the Iſraelites er- 
preſt d againſt it, thereby to heighten 
- the late Crime committed among us, 
and our juſt Indigdation at it.. 
A Levite of Mount Ephraim, return- 
ing from Berhlebem Judah home ward, 
with his Concubine oro Wife, * his 
Lodging at Gibeah, a . of the Her- 
en no sa do n We 
THE Men of Gibeaz, bring addicted 
to the Sin of Sodom" and Commorrab, 
demand to have Knowledge of this 
Stranger; in' that abominable nameleſs 
Way: However, his Concubine they get, 
and "abuſe her all Nighr and. the Levite 
finds her dead in the Morning, at the 
Door of his Entertainer's Houſe.) 
TH ES E. Concubines were a lower 
Sort of Wives, or Hand- maids, muiried 
without Writings or other legal Cere- 
monies; and their Children ere legiti- 
mate, but net Heits to the Fathers E- 
ſtate. There was do“ Diſte to 
the T/ra#lites in the keeping of. them: 
and, but that our Saviour tells: u they 
were diſpens d with, in this, by God, for 


8 Hardneſs of their Hearts, the Tndul- 
gence 
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gence is mentioned in the Old Teſtament 
with no manner of Blemiſh, © © ++ 
HAD. it been otherwiſe, or the Levite 
| bad been oonſeious to himſelf that his 
| companying with that Woman was cri- 

minal, he would not have made ſo loud 
2 Declaration of his Wrongs, nor called 
for ſo public a Revenge: but as his Cir- 
cumſtance was without Suſpicion, his 
Complaints were without Reſerve; and 
he fear d not to make all Hrael Judges: of 
the ſingular Injur . 
-; INDEED,'the Baobari ty of the walg- 
ner in which his Concubinic 46 her: Life, 
put him upon a Method of challenging 
Juſtice which was ſomething unnatural as 
well as extraordinary: He divided her 
Carcaſs into twelve Pieces, and ſent a 
Part of it to every Tribe in Iſrael. But 
as Paſſion dictated a Courſe which was 
never though: of before, ſa the unuſũual 
Sight, as much as the-unafual Murder, 
| ar gon d him” the Concurretue — — 
and univerſal Sympa E een 
22 T —— rs — 
ſclyes Deteſters of the ſhocking Fact; and 
in reflecting upon the Foulneis of it, 
they ſeem to bleſs themſelves that Iſruel 
Was neveDcinirgeable: with ſuch 9 

e 
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ble Guilt before: By how much the more 
the Crime was unparallet', by © much 
the more they ſicken'd in Contemplation 
of it. Their Hearts turn'd within them 
to think, that any of the Seed of 'Facod, 
any under the Regulation of ſuch divine 
Laws and Ordinances as they were, 
mould blacken the whole Name, ftigma- 
tize the whole Theocraſy, by laying fuch 
a brutal Murder to the * of God's 
Elect, as Heathens, without any Law, 
would diſdain to perpetrate. And when 
they call upon one another confuſedly to 
conſider the Matter, to . — delibe- 
rate, and ſpeak freely about it, it gives 
us ſuch an Image — inſpir d Pertur- 
bation, as ſhew'd they would neither beit 
the Scandal of the 9 ſuffer the 
-Offenders. to live. IV n i 10 0181 
PERMIT me, I beſeech you, to bring 
the — 3 Home; and to inculcate, 
that whereas the Murder lately commit- 
ted among us erreeds that of * Text in 
many hateful Circumſtances, our Abbor- 
rence and end a * ought not to 
be lets. ! 17) 2723318995 :>v {ot 
HERE, we have not only that vile 
| ſtupration to abominate, which fot ought 
ve ſee, was the whole of the Gilaat bites 
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Crime, and might have ended, like that 
in a bloodleſs Death; but we have ſuch 
ſabſequent Cruelties to nauſeate upon it, 
28 demonſtrate our Sons of Belial have 
been Children of Hell. Here, Luſt, never 
fatisfied turn d into infernal Rage; and 
the manner of the Murder was fo exqui- 
ſitely Savage, that the poor Vidtim was 
killed by Piece- meal, ſcrateb' d, and tore, 
and kiek d, and fl to Death. Here 
ſeem'd to be a Delight, which could be 
copied from none but Fiends, in the bit- 
ter Shriekings of intolerable Miſery: 
and her Torturers reſted till ſne could 
ſcream again, as if her painſul Senſations 
without her Cries, were a ſort of Defeat 
to their Celeyxg. EY 
As there ever ſuch a Thing ſeen or 
done in our Iſrael? take Advice, and 
ak your Minds. Was there ever ſuch 
load-guiltineſs, ſuch crying Blood, heard 
of and not deteſted, deteſted and not ro- 
verg'd ? Bleſſed be God, we have dete 
ted it, we do deteſt it; and thoſe who 
have apy Religion or Humapity in them 
cannot but deteſt itt! 
AND yet, O Shame ta every Senti- - 
ment which can flow from God or Na- 
ture, there are of thoſe among us ep 
ve 


Cane? 
have converſed with theſe Murderers ; 
who have frequently ſeen them fince they 
became ſuch devoted Heads; who cou'd 
have brought them to Juſtice, and clean- 
fed this Place from Blood; and who, by 
the falſeſt Notions that ever were che- 
Tiſh'd in uninſtructed Breaſts, would be- 
come Partakers of this Crime by ſereen- 
ing the hatetul Criminals, when they 
wou'd run the whole Country over in the 
Purſuit of a petty Thief! 
WHEN the Men of Iſrae} made a 
holy Congregation. before the Lord at 
\M:i2peh upon the Occaſion of my Text, 
All the People aroſe, as one Man, ſay- 
ing, we will not any of us go to bit 
Tent, neither will any of us return im 
his Houſe, but, ue will do, when 
ue come to Gibeah of Benjamin, accord- 
ing to all the Folly that they have 
wrought in Iſrael. This was a great and 
-worthy Reſolution, and highly becom- 
ing the People of God / With us, who 
name the Name of Chriſt, and who, 4s 
we ſhou'd (by the Seal of our common 
Charter) depart from Iniquity, we ſhou d 
much more: abominate ànd diſcloſe. all 
monſtrous Wickedneſs; it is an evange- 
lical and moral. Shame that we 15 
97 1 ey 
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ever haye help'd to conceal ſuch Monſters 
of Men, whoſe Folly is complicated with 
all the Aggravations of Villainy : And 
as the Congregation of Iirael afterwards 
ſmote the Tababitants of Jabeſh-Gilead 
with the Edge of the Sword, becauſe 
they wou'd not join in the Puniſhment of 
thoſe wicked Benjamites; ſo ſhou'd we, 
who have any Zeal of God, or for the 
Execution of highly demerited Juſtice, 
look upon thoſe as Men of Fabeſb Gi- 
lead, who have not had the ſame Con- 
cern with us, for ſecuring our wicked 
Miſcreants, and deny them all common 
Countenance, till they haye ſhew'd their 
Repentance. | 
THUS far, at the firſt Hand, we ſhou'd 
all be like-minded, in abhorring the Blood 
which hath been ſhed among us, and in 
carrying on the Hue and Cry againſt the 
untaken Murderers, to ſhew that we per- 
fectly agree with this divine Declaration, 
that Blood, it defileth the Land, But, 
as the Land cannot be cleanſed from the 
Blood that is ſhed therein, but by the 
Blood of him that ſhed it, fo there is 
ſomething more due from them who 
wou'd not lie under God's Inquiſition for 
Blood, than barely to deteſt the bane- 
ful Murderer. | 
Which 
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Which brings me, 53 
II. To conſider the large Revenge 
which the Hraslites took upon the 

Tribe of Henjamin for the Murder 

of my Text, as to free 

them from the Guilt in which they 
had: otherwiſe been involy'd, 


I call it a large Revenge, becauſe it 
| exceeded rhe Rule and Proportion which 
God himſelf had ſettled. for the avenging 
of Blood. The firſt Law which God en- 
acts againſt Murder, ſpeaks no more than 
this, Whoſo ſheddeth Man's Blood, by 
Man ſball his Blood 6 of wo ; and in the 
Book of Numbers, re the ſcyeral 
forts of Murders are ſpecify'd and defin'd, 
tho' God ſufficiently declares the diffuſive 
infection of this Sin, yet he allows the 
inſectious Guilt to be taken off, if the 
Offender be brought to Juſtice, and put 
to Death: But in the Caſe of the Woman 
forced till ſbe dy'd by the luſtful Gabes- 
tites, the whole Tribe of Besjamis ſuſ- 
fer d, tho' but a few of their Brethren 
were concern d; and the Expiation itlelf 
looks like a new Murder, by deſtroying 

the innocent with the guilty. . 

INDEED 
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INDEED, there is a contracted er ſer 
condary Guilt in this ſingular Crime, 
which brings Men within the direct Pu- 
niſhment for that Blood which they 
never ſpilt. To protect a Murderer from 
Juſtice, is to become a Murderer one's 
{elf: And how far human Laws may lay 
hold on thoſe who make themſelves Par- 
takers of the Crime, by protecting the 
Criminal ; the divine Law ſubmits them 


to the ſame temporal Puniſhment ; and 


this is a ruled Caſe for the Juſtice of that 
Severity. | | 
FOR, tho' all the Men of Iſrael were 
gather d againſt the City of Gibeah, init 
together as one Man; yet, before they 
took upon them to become the Reven- 
gers of Blood, they expoſtulated with 
the whole Tribe of Benjamin, and de- 
manded the Murderers from among them. 
The Tribes of Iſtael ſent Men rw 
all the Tribe of Benjamin, ſaying, w 
Wickedneſs is this which is done among 


you ? Now therefore deliver us the Men, 


the Children of Belial, which are im Gi- 

beah, that we may them ta Death, 

and put away Evil from lirael. But 

the Children of Benjamin would not 

bearken to the Voice of their aa)” 
1 
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the Children of Iſrael. Had they deli 
ver'd up the guilty, they wou'd haye 
been guiltleſs themſelves ; and the Sword 
of Iſrael would have gone no farther 
than in cutting off the inhuman Raviſh- 
ers of Benjamin. But in falſe Regard to 
ſome few Monſters of their own Tiibe, 
the Benjamites took the Guilt, and drew 
the Puniſhment upon themſelves. And 
had it not been thoroughly executed up- 
on them, almoſt to the Extermination of 
their T ribe, the Evil of that execrable 
Action wou'd have diffuſed. itſelf wider, 
and the divine Juſtice would have viſi- 
ted for it throughout all the Tribes of 
Iſrael. 

THAT People knew too well, at their 
own repeated Coſt, what it was to ſtir 
up the Anger of the Lord to viſit them 
for Offences which they would not pu- 
niſh themſelves. Their Seed was as the 
Sand of the Sea Shore indeed, but they 
fell by multiplied thouſands upon any Act 
of public Diſobedience; and the divine 
Vengeance wou'd not be pacified nor 
ſtayed, till Judgment was execured upon 
the Diſobedient. 

AND of all the Sins which cry to 


: Heaven for Vengeance, God has owe 
tha 
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that Murder makes the loudeſt Demands 
upon him; and the Book of Revelatzons 
deſcribes its redoubled Importunity, how 
long, O Lord, how long wilt thou not 
judge and avenge our Blood ? Therefore, 
to put the Matter out of his own Hands, 
and to make his People judges and re- 
vengers of the Crime who were the ſuf- 
ſerers by it, God gave the Children of 
Iſrael Laws, whereby they might, govern 
themſelves in all the Caſes of Blood; but 
with this reſerve to his own Honour and 
Vengeance, that if they would not take 
the Life of the Murderer for the Life of 
the Murder'd, he would reſume the Mat- 
ter, and ſhew himſelf a terrible Avenger, 
by animadyerting upon the whole Land 
as guilty of Blood. 

-THUS there lay a ſad Neceſlity up- 
on all the Tribes of Iſrael, firſt to deſtroy 
the Principles in this Murder at Gzbeah, 
and next, to carry on. their Vengeance 
againſt the whole Tribe of Benjamin, 
who had made themſelves preſumptuous 
Acceſſaries in that horrid Fact; unleſs 
they would ſuffer themſclves to become 
criminal by not executing. Judgment, and 
their whole Land to lie under a fearful 

M Expec- 
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Expectation of divine Vengeance for that 
Blood. 

PERHAPS we may look upon all this 
as the ceremonial Strictneſs of the Mo- 
ſaic Law, to which we are not obliged, 
who are under another Diſpenſation; a 
Diſpenſation which no where lays a Land 
under divine Penalties for unpuniſh'd 
Murders, and that therefore we are not 
under the fame common Concern to bring 
ſuch Offenders to juſtice. 

BUT here we ſhould do well to ob- 
ſerve, that at all Times, and in all Pla- 
ces, the Reaſon of a Law, and eſpecially 
of a divine Law, is the Law it ſelf: And 
if Murder appears, at leaſt, to be as hei- 
Nous a Sin, under the Law of Chriſt, as 
it was under the Law of Moſes ; if the 
reaſons for which it is a crying and im- 
portunate ſin, are, at leaſt, ſtill the ſame ; 
then it muſt follow, that a chriſtian land 
is, at leaſt, as much defil'd with Blood, 
as the Land of the Iſraelites cou'd be; 
and that no milder Courſe can cleanſe it 
from Blood, than that which God appoint- 
ed under the Law of Moſes. 

NOW the Reaſons why Murder will 
ever remain the ſame crying Sin, have, 

partly a relation to God, partly to = 
of. - 1 
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With regard to God, Irritamus Creato- 
rem cum illius delemus imaginem. We 
proyoke the Creator, when we deſtroy his 
Image; for, in the Image of God made 
he Man : With regard to Man, Inco/ume- 
as ſingulorum eſt tutela omnium, the ſafe- 
ty of ſingle Perſons is che Safeguard of 
all. And if the indignity offer'd to God, 
be the ſame now as ever in committing 
Murder, reaſon tells us, we lie under the 
fame divine Inquiſition for unrevenged 
Blood: if the faving of murderers be 
the Cauſe of more Murders, as Experience 
throughout all Ages demonſtrates that it 
is; then ro ſpare the Wolf is to. deſtroy 
the Sheep; and ſo we doubly: offend a- 

gainſt God and our Neighbour too. 
FOR this Reaſon we muſt not think 
that we are no wiſe concern'd in this ſe- 
vere Injunction, Thine Eye ſhall not pity 
him, neither ſhalt thou ſpare, neither 
ſoalt thou conceal him; tor there lies a 
perpetual Obligation upon us, eſpecially 
in God's Sight, to whom we muſt anſwer 
the contrary, and, in Truth, for our 
Land's Sake, upon which we bring evil 
by ſach Pity and Concealment, that if 
Our Brother the Son of our Mother, or our 
Son or our Danghter, or the Wife of our 
M 2 Boſom, 
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Boſoem, or aur Friend, which is as our 
0201. Soul, Sin againiſt God and the Land 
by ſbeddang of Blood; we muſt leave 
them to that unalterable Equity which 
requires Life for Life. dn 
IN moſt other criminal Caſes, we may 
laudably plead for Pity and Pardon, as 
we are Chriſtians, and moſt nobly ſo 
when we are moſt compaſſionate: but 
the Sin of Blood is ſuch high Treaſon 
againſt God, ſo productive of Venge- 
ance upon the Land which is defiled with 
it, that it calls upon our utmoſt Fortitude 
neither to pity nor ſpare it, unleſs we 
would anſwer for it in Judgments both 
here and hereafter. m 
A S for thoſe unhappy Wretches, who 
may ſoon cleanſe this Place, this Land 
from Blood by the legal Forfeiture of 
their own; ſince. Juſtice has found ſome 
of them, we may change, the Quality of 
our Zeal, and contemplate them in the 
Bowels of, Charity and Compaſſion for 
their Sol 7 
II is reſpectively, well for them, and 
a Sort of Happineſs in Miſery, that the 
Mercy of Chriſtian Executions gives reſ- 
pite for Repentance, whereas the Jew- 
% Reyengers of Blood hewed down 


the 
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the Murderer wherever they found him. 
The national Fervor of that People was 
ſo hot againſt the Manllayer, that the 
next of Kin, the next Neighbour, or 
any that would take the fevenge of 
Blood upon him Was a legal Avenger; 
and as, only in the Caſe of unpremedita- 
ted Murder the Congregation Was to judge 
between the Slayer and the Revenger of 
Blood, ſo, where he lay under no ſuch 
reſtraint he hunted after his Victim as a 
Lion does after his Prey, and the requi- 
tal ſeeme d to be directed againſt Soul and 
Body togethe˖cffff 2 atten tn 

B UI the Chriftian Murderet, though 
he is a much greater Criminal, meets with 
Mercy which he has not ſhew'd, and 
may prepare himſelf that the Killer of 
his Body may have no Power to kill 
his Soul. In this, the Chriftian Proſecn- 
tor may aſſiſt with his Advice, his Wiſh- 
es and his Prayers: In this every Chri- 
ſtian Viſitant is obliged to give His help. 

AND although, in the Caſe of this 
abominable Murder, the Laws of God and 
Man compel us to proſecute Blood for 
Blood ; not only for God's'Sake, not only 
for our own, but that thoſe which re- 
main may hear and -fear, and henceforth 
M 3 | com- 
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commit, no more, any ſuch Evil among 
us; yet here our Juſtice ends, and all the 
reſt 1s Mercy. 
IN Mercy we may relieve their bodily 
Wants, for even a due Preparation for 
Death is often obſtructed by the rave- 
ning Cries of Hunger and Thirſt. In 
Mercy we ought ro enrol them in our 
public and private Prayers, that God 
would open their Hearts to acknowledge 
the Vileneſs of their Doings, and that 
they may find Place for Repentance, by 
ſeeking it earneſtly with Tears, In every 
Inſtance of Charity to their Souls we 
cannot go too far, according as out Teal 
may prompt us, or Abilities ſupport our 
Leal ; and even in bringing them to ju- 
ſtice our Views ſhould be only charitable, 
as Charity, as the Love of God, and the 
Love of Man for God's Sake: For a Re- 
gard to God's Honour and Commands, 
to the public Safety and Welfare; and 
to the wholeſome Warnings which Spec- 
tacles of Terror may give, are Principles 
which turn ſach Proſecutions into Sacri- 
fices, and terminate all in Loye, 
I come now, 
III. T O conſider the Uſes we ought 
to make of the whole Parallel — 
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and how we may probably preyent 
ſach future Wickedneſs. 
AS the Fa& of our Gzbeathites is 
now paſt Recall, we cannot better ſhew 
that our Hands have not ſhed this Blood, 
neither have our Eyes ſeen it; that is, 
we cannot better expiate for our guiltleſs 
Detilement and Shame, in that it was per- 
petrated among us, than by waſhing 
our Conſciences from any Concealment 
or Extenuation of the inhuman Deed, as 
” would our Hands from the Blood it- 
ell. 

OUR Iſrael hath expreſſed its 
Thoughts upon this polluted Murder in 
as high and univerſal an Indignation as 
ever old Iſrael could upon the Murder 
of my Text: And as there are mon- 
ſtrous Enhancements belonging to this 
Crime, which make that other, in re- 
ſpect of it, to appear as nothing; fo 
our Chriſtian Iſrael, as one Man, ſome 
few of Benjamin excepted, have raiſed 
their Abhorrence to the ſingularity of 
the Crime; and it was impoſſible under 
fuch a juſt hatred of it, that the Crimi» 
nals ſhould eſcape. 

BUT that ſome of the Stains of 
Benjamin belong to us, in that we, who, 
M 4 of 
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of all the Tribes of Iſrael could moſt 
eaſily have apprehended them, ſuffered 
a Price to be ſet upon their Heads that 
they might not flee away; in that new 
Schemes have been meditated to ſerve 
the Murderers, as if ſome Accident had 
bruiſed and broken the Carcaſe to that 
Degree which appeared ; devolves a Shame 
upon the guiltleſs among us, that any 
would implicate themſelves in ſuch ac- 
cellary Guilt, as to leave the. divine 
Vengeance for Blood upon us, rather 
than ſuffer us to be cleanſed by the juſt 
ſhedding of Blood. | 

TO them, who, by converſing with 
the Word of God, know the Penalties 
which fall upon a People for the Sin of 
Blood, I cannot appear too zealous in 
what I have offered, nor too ſevere in 
any Part of the exaſperating Argument. 
They who may think me ſo, would be 
otherways minded if they were better 
informed, or if they were not, ſome Way 
or other, allied to the unhappy Delin- 
quents. But they, together with us, 
ſhould conſider well, how diſengag' d we 
ought to be from partial Affections, when 
God who will not ſparc may be provok- 
ed by our Partiality, to puniſh us _ 


(3 
our Poſterity for the Pollution of this 
Blood, | | 

IF any of thoſe looſe and diffolute 
young Men, who were Companions with 
our Criminals in their frequent Riotings, 
chance to be my Hearers, as it is too 
much a Chance whenever they are ; let 
them reflect, how merciful God was to 
them that they were not in that-grand 
Diſorder, wherein a Body, and perhaps 
2 Soul, was murder'd; and for which 
their Comrades are like to come to a fear- 
fal End. Let them conſider, that if 
they take not Warning at a Crime ſo a- 
bominable in itſelf, ſo terrible in its Con- 
ſequences ; and which might have been 
their own, for any Thing within them 
which cou'd have reſtrain'd them from it: 
Their Deſtruction will likewiſe come up- 
on them unawares, with leſs Pity from 
Men, leſs Hope of Pardon from God. 
For they, whoſe Hearts are harden'd a- 
gainſt all impreſſions of Terror from Suf- 
ferings of others for Crimes, which are, 
in great Meaſure, their own ; devote 
themſelves to Wrath, by reſiſting the 
Spirit of Grace; and are fit for the 
greateſt Villainies which Earth or Hell 
can puniſh, , en 

| AS 
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AS for us, if it is ſhocking and ſhame- 
ful enough to have had one ſuch unpa- 
rallel'd Crime committed among us, let 
us bewail that paſt Remiſnefs, as our Part 
of the Sin, whereby ſuch) diſorderly 
Wretches were left ſo unboundedly to 
themſelves. | 
The neareſt Part of that Guilt lies at 
thoſe Maſters Doors, who took no other 
Care of their Servants than as they ex- 
acted their Labours ; who held them to 
no Obſervance of Duties becoming Chriſ- 
tians, or even civilizd Men; and who, 
by flackneſs of all Diſcipline toward 
them, made it a common Obſervation, 
that their Servants knew not ſo much 
as the outward Reſpe& which was due, 
even by the Cap or civil Language, to 
their very Maſters. 
THE remoter Part of the Sin may be 
charg'd upon all thoſe, who knew their 
Domeſtic Untowardneſs, their frequent 
extravagant Sallies, and brought them 
not under the Correction of the Magiſ- 
trate for their daily growing Faults. 
THE may deeply bewail where they 
are, in that diſmal Houſe of Thought, 
that no friendly Severity prevented them 
from ruſhing into their preſent * 
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And now more than ever does it lie up- 
on us to unite in preſerving our poorer 
Youth from future Deſtruction, by a ſtrict 
Eye upon theit whole Conduct, eſpecial- 
ly in their idle Hours, that the Scandal 
they have given may not be repeated, 
and that they may have no Time nor 
Place for preſumptuous Sins. 

ABOVE all, it becomes the Church 
Officers, as a ſolemn Part of their Duty, 
to give Warning firſt, and to be very 
careful afterwards, that none of theſe un- 
diſciplin'd Servants prophane our holy 
Days. It has been an old Cuſtom among 
them to meet to game and execrate, when 
they ſhould have made up a Part of the 
Congregation in the public Worſhip of 
God: they have removed their Haunts 
of ungodly Concourſe, as often as they 
fear d Diſcovery; but ſtill they have kept 
them ſomewhere, to the hardening of 
themſelves in Wickedneſs. If their Ma- 
ſters will not hinder this, they are pu- 
niſhable themſelves; if they cannot, the 
Civil and Pariſh Magiſtrate will give their 
Countenance and Help, And they who 
have the leaſt Regard to Religion, let 
them obje& againſt ir what they pleaſe, 
muſt own, that its Influence and Re- 
ſtraints 


_-| {Cry 
ſtraints kill the Growth of abandon d 
Wickedneſs. | | | 


AND now, O Lord, be merciful 10 
thy People, whom thou haſt redeem d, 
and lay not the Guilt of this Blood to 
our Charge; and that we may put the 
Guilt of all future Blood from among 
us, make us, and thoſe that belong to 
as, to do that which is right in thy Sight, 
O Lord. | 
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On the Day and at the Place of Exe- 
cution theſe may be uſed, from Forms 
of Devotion in viſiting the Condemned, 
by the Reverend Mr. Thomas Dyche, 
Chaplain of the King's-Bench Priſon. 


From the Office of Burial. 


N the midſt of Life we are in Death: 

Of whom may we ſeek for Succour, but 
of thee, O Lord, who for our Sins are juſt- 
ly difpleaſed? Yet, O Lord God moft 
holy, O Lord moſt mighty, O holy and 
moſt merciful Saviour, deliver us not into 
the bitter Pains of eternal Death. Thou 
knoweſt Lord, the Secrets of our Hearts' : 
Shut not thy merciful Ears to our Prayers; 
but ſpare us, Lord moſt holy, O God moſt 
mighty, O holy and merciful Saviour, 
thou moſt worthy Judge eternal, ſuffer us 
not at our laſt Hour, for any Pains of 
Death to fall from thee. | 


Viſitation Office. 


Lmighty God, with whom do 2 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, 


* 


A 


alter they are delivered from their Earth- 
ly Priſons; we humbly commend the 
Soul 
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Souls of theſe thy Servants into thy 
Hands, as into the Hands of a moſt faith. 
ful Creator, and merciful Saviour, humbly 
beſeeching thee, that they may be preci- 
ous in thy Sight, Waſh them, we pray 
thee, in the Blood of that immaculate 
Lamb that was ſlain to take away the 
Sins of the World: That whatſoeyer De- 
filements they may have contracted in the 
midſt of this miſerable and naughty World, 
thro' the Luſts of the Fleſh, or Wiles of 
Satan, being purged and done away, they 
may be preſented pure, and without Spot 
before thee. And like teach us who ſuryiye 
in this, and other Spectacles of Mortality, 
to ſee how frail and uncertain our own 
Condition is, and ſo to number our Days, 
that we may ſeriouſly apply our Hearts 
to that holy and heavenly Wiſdom, whilſt 
we live here, which may in the End bring 
us to Life everlaſting, thro' the Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt, thy only Son our Lord. Amen. 


After ſome Reſpite this may be the Con- 
cluſion. Biſbop Coſins. 


Nto thy Hands, O Lord, we commend 
the Souls of theſe thy Servants, now 
departing from their Bodies. Acknowledge, 


we meckly beſcech thee, the Work of 
thine 
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thine own Hands, the Sheep of thine own 
Fold, the Sinners of thine own redeem- 
ing; receive them into thine unſpeakable 
Mercy, and pardon all the Sins of their 
whole Lives, for Chriſt Jeſus Sake. Amen. 
God the Father, who created you, God 
the Son, who hath redeem'd you, God 
the Holy Ghoſt, who hath infuſed his 
Grace into you, be now and evermore your 
Defence, aſſiſt you both in this your laſt 
Trial, and bring you into the Way of 
eycrlaſting Life. Chriſt, that redeemed 
you with his Agony and bloody Death, 
have Mercy upon you, and ſtrengthen you 
in this Agony of Death. Chriſt Jeſus, 
that roſe the third Day from Death, raiſe 
up your Bodies again in the Reſurrection 
of the Juſt. Chriſt, that aſcended into 
Heaven, and now ſitteth at the Right 
Hand of God, receive you into thoſe Man- 
lions which he has there provided for the 
Souls of juſt Men made perfect. God the 
Father preſerve and keep you; God the 
Son aſſiſt and ſtrengthen you; God the 
Holy Spirit defend and aid you; God the 
Holy Trinity be gracious to you, that 
your Death may be precious in the Sight 
of the Lord, with whom ye ſhall live for 
eyermore. Amen. 

Our Father which art in Heaven, &c. 
UNTO 
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UNT O God's A. Mercy and 
tection we do once more commit you! The * 
Lord bleſs you and keep you. The Land 
make his Face to ſhine upon you, 'and 5 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift u 
Countenance upon vo, and give 50 Fear 
both now and Evermore. Amen. 
THE Grace of our Lord Jeſus. Chan, : 
and the Love of God, and the Fellow 
of the Holy Ghoſt be with us all every 
more. Amen. ; 
LORD Jeſus, drive far from hence Wl 
Spirits of Darkneſs. Lord preſerve the 
Souls from the Danger of the Enemy. 0 
Son of David have Mercy on them; fal 
| . everlaſting Pardon, and receive thei 
Souls. 
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